
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 1, 2022 
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

Welcome!  

Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time  

or have grown up here at FPC,  

we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  

In addition to in-person worship,  

we livestream this service on Facebook each Sunday.  

Previous services are available at any time in the video section of  

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 

   

An update on COVID guidelines: 

Albany County’s current CDC Community Level is RED. 

Mask wearing and social distancing is mandatory.  

Thank you for your patience and kindness to each other. 

As a church open to all and as an intergenerational community of faith,  

we want to do our very best to be a welcoming and healthy place for all generations. 

(see Green – Yellow – Red chart at the end of the bulletin for more details) 

 
 

 

The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

Prelude    Adagio in E Major  Frank Bridge 
  

Welcome & Announcements    
 

Ringing of the Bell  

 

*Call to Worship  

     One: God calls you to remember the sabbath and keep it holy. 

  All: God calls us to rest and recharge.  

 One:   God knows that in resting we will find joy and gladness. 

  All: God built a need for rest into the fabric of all creation.  

 One: We come to worship as the natural duty and response of faith. 

  All: With gratitude we offer our praise and thanks to our God  

               who cares deeply for us all. 

     One: Let us offer God our worship on this Lord’s Day. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn No. 409 God Is Here! ABBOT’S LEIGH 

(Soloists Singing Only) 

 
                                     

*Prayer of Confession  

   Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost  

       sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have  

       offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to  

       have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 

       O Lord, have mercy upon us. Forgive those who confess their faults. Restore those  

       who are penitent, according to your promises declared to the world in Christ Jesus  

       our Lord. And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and  

       humble life to the glory of your holy name. 
 

*Words of Forgiveness 

 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 



 

 

The Word 
Reception of New Members 

Welcome 

     One:  Now as a sign of oneness in Christ and an expression of our welcome to these new  

               members let us, the members of First Presbyterian Church, please say together the  

               welcome printed in the bulletin.  New members of First Presbyterian please turn to  

               face the congregation. 

      All:  With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church and into the  

               common life of First Presbyterian Church.  We promise you our friendship and  

               prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ.  By the  

               power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge  

               and love and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 

 

Old Testament Lesson     Leviticus 25:1–10 (O.T., p. 112) Jerry Nathan 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 30                                                  (O.T., p. 505)   

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God.  

  

Anthem Jesu, The Very Thought of Thee           Scott Bairstow 

Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney, Joshua Gurwitz, Daniel Hoke, soloists 

       Jesu, the very thought of thee  

       with sweetness fills my breast;  

       but sweeter far thy face to see,  

       and in thy presence rest.  

 

New Testament Lesson   Romans 12:6–18 (N.T., p. 162)   

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Time to Slow Down Glenn D. Leupold 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 393 O Day of Rest and Gladness ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVÖGELEIN 

(Soloists Singing Only) 

   
 

Prayers of the People  Susan Haney                                                                           

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the  

       QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over 

       this box/the QR code to donate online) 
 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with the spoken responses) 

 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     

 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

         

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

       The congregation partakes of their individually-wrapped communion elements. The bread  

       and juice are accessed by pulling back the plastic wrap. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communion Music  Psalms Hayes Mark Hayes 

  Fiona McKinney, alto           Words: Ephesians  

   5:1–2, 8–10, 19–20 

       I will sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, making music in my heart to the Lord. 

       I will give thanks to God for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

       I will follow God in everything. I am a child of the Lord. 

       A heart of love for everyone, following the pathway of Christ. 

       For he gave himself as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 

       And God was pleased, for Christ’s love for us was like a fragrant perfume. 

 

       I will sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, making music in my heart to the Lord. 

       I will give thanks to God for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

       Once my heart was full of darkness, but now in Christ I am light. 

       Let us live as children of the light reflecting the glory of Christ. 

       By this light within we will show the world what is good and right and true. 

       We will find what is pleasing to the Lord and express that in all we do. 

 

       I will sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, making music in my heart to the Lord. 

       I will give thanks to God for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

       Loving God, you graciously feed us, who have received these holy mysteries, with the  

       bread of life and the cup of eternal salvation. May we who have received this  

       sacrament be strengthened in your service; we who have sung your praises tell of your  

       glory and truth; we who have seen the greatness of your love see you face to face in  

       your kingdom. For you have made us your own people by the death and resurrection  

       of your Son our Lord and the life-giving power of your Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending 
 

A Sabbatical Blessing 

Session Elder: We believe God works in the lives of those who love God, using all things   

for God’s glory. We trust that in this sabbatical time, God will be at work in the 

lives of our pastors Glenn and Miriam, and the lives of the people of this church, 

using all things for God’s glory. We entrust you and your family to God’s care, for 

God’s good works, and rich blessings. 

 

Pastors: During this sabbatical time, we eagerly look forward to seeing how God will be at  

work in the life of this congregation, in our own lives, and the life of our family. 

And so, we entrust you, the congregation of First Presbyterian Church, to God’s 

care, for God’s good works, and rich blessings. We release you, anticipate all that 

you will receive and look forward to hearing about it upon our return. 

 

Congregation: With joy, we will remember you in our hearts for these four months,  

praying that God will refresh you in body, renew you in mind, and refill your 

hearts with the depths of God’s love for you. We release you and anticipate all 

that you will receive and look forward to hearing about it upon your return. 

 

Pastors: With joy, we will remember you in our hearts for these four months, praying God 

will bless you with creativity and fill your hearts with God’s love for you. And 

knowing the depth of that love, may you continue to bring the truth of God’s work, 

and a demonstration of Jesus’ love to the people in our community. 

 

Prayer for Pastors   

 

Sabbatical Pastor: Whether together or during a time apart, this church body faithfully  

serves God with compassion, energy, imagination and love. Let us now, in a 

unified voice, offer a prayer of commitment and faith to Jesus Christ, and to the 

work of God in our lives and in our world. 

 

Congregation: Almighty God, draw our hearts to you, guide our minds and fill our  

imaginations, so that we may be wholly yours. Use us as you will, always to 

your glory, and for the welfare of your people, through our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

*Hymn No.  450 Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

(Soloists Singing Only) 

 
 

*Charge and Blessing 
 

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 
 

*Responsive Hymn No. 541 v.1 God Be with You Till We Meet Again          RANDOLPH 

(Soloists Singing Only) 

 
 

Postlude Carillon Herbert Murrill Edward Elgar   

 

You may be seated if you wish to listen to the postlude. 

Please join us for Fellowship Time in Assembly Hall or outside on Willett Street, weather 

permitting. 
 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team B:  
Kate Pruzek, Bob Stevens, Linda Stevens, Alison Stonbely & Sahil Yashib 

   

Serving you today as Audio Visual Specialist: Eric Weinhold 
   

Serving you on May 8 is Usher/Greeter Team C:  

Jeff Durgee, Ray Henrikson, Ellen Kemp, Rachel Smith & Roseline Takor 

 

Serving you on May 8 as Scripture Reader and Prayer Reader:  

Harriet Seeley & Richard Gascoyne 
 

Serving you on May 8 as offering counters: Ron Geuther & Jeff Durgee  
 

Serving you May 8 as Communion Servers: Leslie Cheu, Paloma Luisi, & Eric Weinhold 
 

Serving you on May 8 as Audio Visual Specialist: Dwight Cheu 



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We will provide care in 

the near future as caregivers are hired.   

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Education Schedule  

Preschool class will return in September 

9:15-9:45 Kindergarten through Grade 5 – via Zoom 

9:00-9:45 Adults – via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

 

 
Today we welcome new members: Grace Ekiaghen Adang, Binda Godlove Aka, Jeffrey 

Jacques, Meddy Jacques and Steve King. During the time we were worshiping entirely on line, 

these members joined: George Hickman, Melanie Hickman, Amy Jenal, Kathie Keck and Bill 

Pettit. 

 
********* 

 
 

New and Exciting Educational Opportunity for the Entire Congregation 
  
Your Anti-Racism Task Force hopes that you will join us for the new and exciting educational 

program “Trouble the Water:  Conversations to Disrupt Racism and Dominance.”  Developed 

by the PC(USA) in response to the 222nd General Assembly’s call for church-wide conversations on 

race, the video series is designed to encourage conversations in local churches about race, racism, 

ethnicity and ethnocentrism.  We will gather on Zoom on six consecutive Wednesday evenings, 

between 7:00-8:30 pm, to watch the videos and talk about them together. 
  

Come to as many evenings as you can!  The dates and topics are: 
  
                         Wed., May 4:     “Why Us, Why Now?” 

                         Wed., May 11:   “Whiteness” 

                         Wed., May 18:   “Racial Identity” 

                         Wed., May 25    “Intersectionality and Disruption” 

                         Wed., June 1:     “Where Do We Go From Here?” 
  
Refer to Thursday’s Eblast for the Zoom link. 
 

********* 
 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry requests items from its member churches. The donation 

for FPC for May is soap. All items must be new and unopened. Please leave donations in the 

box in Assembly Hall. Questions?  Call Susan Sneeringer at 518-438-3980.   
 

********* 

 



 

 

Brooks “To- Go” Chicken BBQ Fundraiser for FOCUS has been rescheduled 

New Date: Wednesday June 15th 3-6pm at Delmar Reformed Church.  
  

All pre-ordered meals for April 19th will be transferred to June 15th.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please call: (518) 443-0460 ext. 1 

Thank you for supporting FOCUS Churches of Albany, which offers two food pantries and a 

soup kitchen in downtown Albany.  This fundraiser helps raise money to feed our food insecure 

neighbors.  
 

********* 
 

 

 

5 Ways to Help Make the Sabbatical Successful 

 

1. Stay engaged with your church. This is also a meaningful time for the congregation with 

specific fellowship, worship, education and outreach opportunities. What will the 

congregation and its members release? What will you receive? How will the congregation 

be changed when Glenn and Miriam return? The sabbatical starts after church on May 1 

and ends on September 7.  

 

2. Give Miriam and Glenn a complete sabbath of rest and renewal. This means no calls, 

emails, texts, social media messages or contact of any kind. You can even delete their 

cellphone numbers from your phone, and we promise to give it to you again when they 

come back. 

 

3. Support Pastor Amaury Tañón-Santos and the session’s leadership during the sabbatical.  

Pastor Amaury is working 12 hours a week at FPC, and session members are taking on 

some additional responsibilities. Help them out! Lend a hand! Contact the church office 

with all emergencies. 

 

4. Take the initiative to care for each other. If you hear of someone going through a hard 

time, reach out and care for them! You can contact Jamie in the Church Office who will 

let Pastor Amaury know, but you are also part of the body of Christ and can be there for 

one another. The love and care of our church is something we all do now anyway. We 

just don’t want to forget that during the sabbatical.  

 

5. Help contribute to a healthy church culture by being a non-anxious presence.  Offer to 

help. Plan ahead. Be patient. Things will work out. During the sabbatical, the sun will 

still rise tomorrow, and the earth will keep on spinning no matter what challenges arise. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                            Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator 

                                                                     Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                                         

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 
Sunday, 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

May 1            12:30 p.m.  CROP Walk 

  

Monday          7:00 p.m.   Music Rehearsal in Sanctuary 

                       

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

                       12:30 p.m.   Staff Meeting 

                         5:30 p.m.   Membership Committee Meeting  

                         5:30 p.m.   Outreach & Mission Committee Meeting 

                         5:30 p.m.   Property Committee Meeting 

                         5:30 p.m.   Worship Committee Meeting 

                         7:00 p.m.   The 35th annual Martin Luther King Junior and Coretta Scott King   

                                           Lecture Series 

                         7:30 p.m.   Christian Education Committee Meeting 

                         7:30 p.m.   Social Justice & Peacemaking Committee Meeting 

    
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.   Trouble the Water 

 
Thursday 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

                         7:00 p.m.   Soloist/ Choir Rehearsal 

 

Next Sunday,   9:00 a.m. Adult Education via Zoom 

May 8               9:15 a.m. Children’s Education via Zoom 

                          9:30 a.m. Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

                        10:30 a.m. Worship Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

                        11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

  
  



 

 

                                                                  

Matthew 25 in the PC(USA): 

A bold vision and invitation 

 

We are a Matthew 25 church! 

 

Our congregation has accepted the PC(USA)’s invitation to follow Jesus’ teachings in 
Matthew 25:31–46 by becoming active disciples and making a difference in our community 
and the world. 

As part of our Matthew 25 commitment, we pledge to embrace one or more of these three areas 
of focus: 

• Building congregational vitality by deepening and energizing our faith and growing as 
joyful leaders and disciples actively engaged with our community as we share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed 

• Dismantling structural racism by fearlessly applying our faith to advocate and break 
down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice 
and oppression of people of color 

• Eradicating systemic poverty by acting on our beliefs and working to change laws, 
policies, plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of 
people who are poor 

To learn more and for ideas on how to get involved and do your vital part as a member of a 
Matthew 25 church, please visit pcusa.org/matthew25. 

 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Presbyterian Mission 

 

 

Matthew  25 


