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Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

Welcome! 
Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time 

or have grown up here at FPC, 
we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning! 

 
An update on COVID guidelines: 

Albany County’s current CDC Community Level is GREEN,  

however COVID-19 rates are rising in our community.  

We strongly encourage masking, especially for the vulnerable  

and those that cannot yet be vaccinated.  

 
Our worship this evening is an adaptation of an early fourth century service in which there 

is a solemn observance of Holy Communion. Upon entering, worshippers are encouraged 

to meditate on the fact that it was on Maundy Thursday that the twelve disciples were with 

Jesus in the Upper Room for the last time, and that he and they stood in the shadow of the 

cross. The service begins and ends with silence. 
 

As Jesus and his followers gathered in the Upper Room for their Last Supper together, so 

we gather around the Lord’s Table as he directed us to do in remembrance of him. You 

will be invited to come forward by an usher to receive communion by intinction at the 

appropriate time. 
 

In the concluding portion of the service, the intimacy of the meal will be interrupted as we 

hear of Jesus’ arrest and the disciples’ abandonment of him. Scripture lessons will be 

accompanied by the gradual extinguishing of candles and lights to symbolize the flight of 

the disciples, the approach of Jesus’ enemies and the Passion of Jesus.  The Christ candle 

burning alone represents Christ’s total desertion.  
 

The musical response to the Scriptures interprets the devotional significance of the Passion, 

from the hour of fellowship in the Upper Room to the hour of loneliness in the Garden. 

The tradition of silence should be observed at the end by all worshipers. There is only a 

silent recognition of friends. 

 

Prelude                  Chorale ‘Have Mercy On Me, O God’ BWV 721                      J.S. Bach  

 

Welcome and Call to Worship    

 One:  A call to worship is a call to presence. 

  All:  We long to be fully present here,  

             and to feel God’s presence here. 

 One:  Notice the space around us, the way it looks, smells, and sounds. 



 

  All:  With all our senses, we recognize a sacred space and our belonging in it. 

 One:  We gather as good creation, wonderfully made. 

  All:  We join our bodies into one body as we remember the life, death, and                                                                     

            Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

*Hymn No. 206 This Is the Night MY NEIGHBOR 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession    

Loving God, you pour out grace upon us exactly as we are, 

but we confess we are suspicious and react from fear of scarcity. 

You invite us to take our shoes off 

and receive the care our bodies need, 

but we sit on our heels. 

We sort bodies into worthy and unworthy ones 

to mask our insecurities. 

We reject and punish fat bodies, 

disabled bodies, 

transgender bodies, 

and racialized bodies— 

even when these bodies are our very own. 

God, remind us that we are made in your image. 



 

Help us learn to receive from your abundance 

so we can share all that we have with others. 

Let us see that the cups we longingly hold out 

are already full. 

May they overflow so that all will have enough! Amen. 

 

*Declaration of Pardon 

 

First Lesson  Luke 22:7–14 (N.T. p. 86)  

One: The Gospel of the Lord 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Second Lesson John 13:2b–17 (N.T. pp.107–108)  

One: The Gospel of the Lord 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

*Hymn                                           Take Your Shoes Off                                          STOCKTON 
                         Words: Anna Strickland (2021) 

  
 

 

Third Lesson Mark 14:22–25 (N.T. p. 52)  

One: The Gospel of the Lord 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 



 

*Hymn No. 202 An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare O WALY WALY 

  

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in 

the church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of 

Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One:   The Lord be with you. 

  All:   And also with you. 

 One:   Lift up your hearts. 

  All:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

   

     One:  …Through this joyful feast, you fill our spirits to overflowing. 

     All: 

 
 

   

 



 

    One:   …Be with us as we pray the familiar prayer that Jesus taught us to pray, saying: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom                                               

         come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  

         daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead  

         us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,  

         and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

  The congregation will be served at the front of the sanctuary, coming forward by the   

  center aisle and returning by the side aisles. Communion is received by taking a  

  piece of bread, dipping it into the cup of grape juice, and eating. When served, the  

  people may respond by saying “Amen” or “Thanks be to God.”  

Communion Variations:  

• There are gluten-free communion wafers individually sealed in plastic 

envelopes for anyone who would prefer that option. They are on the plates 

beside the pita pieces which the server holds.  

• If you prefer to receive communion in the pew, you may remain in your seat 

and signal a server when they come down the aisle after serving others.  

• If you prefer to receive sealed communion elements instead of tearing off 

bread and dipping, you may come forward and receive one, or you may stay in 

your seat and signal a server when they come down the aisle after serving 

others.  

 

Prayer after Communion 

   Holy Mystery, through communion we unite our bodies with your body, and in    

   unity we gain strength and hope. We give thanks for your transforming love.  

   Like the sacraments, we know that love is a doing, and so we ask for your help to  

   turn this nourishment into love for all we meet. Amen. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts 

     Ushers will pass the offering plates to each pew. There are also   

     offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

     place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

     You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the     

     QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over  

     this box/the QR code to donate online).     

 

 

 

 



 

Offertory   Tristis Est Anima Mea Michael Haydn  

       Tristis est anima mea usque ad mortem 

       My soul is sorrowful even unto death,  

 

       sustinete hic, et vigilate mecum. 

       stay you here, and watch with me. 

 

       nunc videbitis turbam, quæ circumdabit me. 

       Now ye shall see a multitude, that will surround me. 

 

       Vos fugam capietis, et ego vadam immolari pro vobis. 

       Ye shall run away, and I will go to be sacrificed for you. 

 

Reading from the Passion Narrative                            

 

Choral Response  Giovanni Palestrina  

Lamb of God, have mercy upon us. 

 

Concluding Prayer 

 

Depart in Silence (depart when the lights are turned back on) 
     

 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

Liturgy by Adrian White | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

Concluding prayer adapted from prayer by Pastor Katy Stenta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Good Friday 

Friday, April 15 

Pray and Reflect with FOCUS Churches, 

Anytime between 4:00 – 8:00pm 
 

Five of the FOCUS Churches of Albany invite you to spend time  

in prayer and reflection, in our sanctuaries.   

Each church will offer some interactive prayer stations  

which will help you to focus as you light a candle,  

take a meditative walk around a labyrinth at First Pres,  

kneel at the cross, shape a vessel out of clay,  

reflect on scripture and more.   

You are also welcome to just come and sit  

and enjoy the beauty of our historic buildings.   

First Pres organist and soloists will be offering music. 
 

Four of our churches are within walking distance from each other:   

Emmanuel Baptist Church at 275 State Street 

First Presbyterian Church at 362 State Street  

Trinity United Methodist Church at 235 Lark Street  

Westminster Presbyterian Church at 262 State Street. 

 

A booklet, available at each church,  

will offer directions, instructions and some readings to inspire you. 
 

Easter 

Sunday, April 17 
 

Sunrise FOCUS Service at 6:30  

Swan Street Stairs, west side of Capital Park 
This 30-minute outdoor worship service  

will be followed with light refreshments  

(baked goods, Easter eggs, coffee, tea and juice),  

offered via “tailgate” for all who wish to safely gather socially. 

Please bring a lawn chair for your comfort (no seating will be provided). 
 

9:15 Education classes for adults and K-grade 5 
 

Worship Service at 10:30am 

In-person in the sanctuary and 

also livestreamed on Facebook 
 

Fellowship Time  

following the service in Assembly Hall 


