
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
MARCH 13, 2022 

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gathering 
 

 *indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

Prelude  Chorale ‘Von Gott will ich nicht lassen’ BWV 658 J.S. Bach 

  

Welcome & Announcements                                         

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

*Call to Worship      

 One: If God is a hen, 

  All: we are under God’s wing.   

 One:   If God is a table, 

  All: we each have a seat.  

 One: If God is a house, 

  All: we are safe from the storm. 

     One:   If God is a party, 

      All: we’re invited to dance.  

 One: If God is a melody, 

  All: our names are the lyrics. 

     One:   If this is God’s house, 

      All: then all are welcomed. All are loved. All belong. 

     One:   Let us worship Holy God. 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn Great God, Your Love Has Called Us Here    DAS NEUGEBORNE KINDELEIN   

                                                            (Choir Singing Only)                                 Words: Brian Wren 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession    

     One: When the Pharisees tried to stop Jesus, Jesus said, 

      All: I will keep on. 

             I will keep on healing. 

             I will keep on teaching. 

             I will keep on preaching. 

             I will keep on flipping the table of injustice. 

             I will keep on treating every person like a child of God. 

             I will keep on believing that this world can change. 

             I will keep on  

             and keep on 

             and keep on until God’s promised day. 

             Forgive us, God, for the times when we stop. 

             Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

*Words of Forgiveness 

     One: Family of faith, because Jesus’ love just keeps going, we can trust that that love and  

              grace exists for us. 

              So rest in this good news: 

      All: No matter what we do wrong or what we leave undone, we are under God’s wing.  

             We are loved, held, and forgiven. Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen. 

 

*The Welcome and Peace 

 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

  All: And also with you. 

   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 

The Word 
 

New Testament Lesson     Philippians 3:17–4:1 (N.T., p. 198) Rob Dreher 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 27                                               (O.T., pp. 503–504) Kendra Smith-Howard  

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem O Vos Omnes Tomas Louis de Victoria 

                              Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney, Joshua Gurwitz, Daniel Hoke, soloist 

       O vos omnes qui transitis per viam: 

       O all ye that pass by the way, 

 

       attendite et videte si est dolor sicut dolor meus. 

       behold and see if there be any sorrow like to my sorrow. 

 

Gospel Lesson   Luke 13:31–35 (N.T., p. 77)   

One: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Full to the Brim: Under God’s Wing Miriam Lawrence Leupold 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Response 
 

Affirmation of Faith (a modern paraphrase of Psalm 27) 

       The Lord is my light. 

       The Lord surrounds me 

       like a warm, familiar quilt, 

       in layers of grace. 

       Whom shall I fear? 

       The Lord is the sturdy foundation 

       and the roof over my head. 

       I am not afraid. 

       When the world is at its worst-- 

       when grief clings to my bones, 

       when fear eats at my confidence, 

       when loneliness moves into my house--- 

       God sets the table, 

       turns on the lights, 

       and invites me to dance. 

       So even though there are days 

       that feel like too much to bear, 

       I know--- I am not alone. 

       So I ask the Lord, 

       I seek and I pray--- 

       let me live in your house 

       all of my days. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn No. 195 When Twilight Comes DAPIT HAPON 

   (Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts   

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may           

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.  

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the  

       QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over   

       this box/the QR code to donate online).      

 

*Prayer of Dedication 



 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with the sung responses) 

 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:      

All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,     

           heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

    Hosanna in the highest.  

        Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.      

           Hosanna in the highest.  
  

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:   

All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.        
 

One:   And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray:  

All:    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

       The congregation partakes of their individually-wrapped communion elements. The bread    

       is under plastic wrap on the top. The juice is in the cup and reached by pulling back the   

       plastic wrap.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communion Music  Here ye, Israel Mendelssohn’s Elijah xxx 

  Carla Fisk, soprano 

       Hear ye, Israel, hear what the Lord speaketh:’Oh, hadst thou heeded my commandments’    

       Who hath believed our report! To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed! 

 

Prayer after Communion 

O God, you have so greatly loved us, long sought us, and mercifully redeemed us.  

Give us grace that in everything we may yield ourselves, our wills and our works, a 

continual thank-offering to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

The Sending 
 

*Hymn No. 833 O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go ST. MARGARET 

    (Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

*Benediction 

 

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

*Responsive Hymn Lavish Love, Abundant Beauty HYFRYDOL 

                                                                                   (Choir Singing Only)                                   Words: Ken Bible 

 
 

Postlude Chorale ‘Wer nur den lieben Gott’ BWV 642 J.S. Bach  

                                

Please join us for Fellowship Time in Assembly Hall. 
  

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938.  

Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today as Usher/Greeter Team B: 

  Joanne Gascoyne, Richard Gascoyne,  

 Kate Pruzek & Alison Stonbely   
    

  Serving you today as offering counters: Owen Gilbo & Ann Hannay  
   
  

Serving you on March 20 is Usher/Greeter Team C:  
  

Jeff Durgee, Ray Henrikson,  

 Rachel Smith & Roseline Takor     
 

Serving you on March 20 as Scripture Readers are:    

Cindy Winter & Diane Cornell  
 

Serving you as offering counters on March 20: 

Carolyn Lemmon & Laura Schultz  
 



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Revised by Session 

November 16, 2004 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We hope to provide care 

in the near future as guidelines allow.  

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Education Schedule   

9:00–9:45 Adult Education via zoom  

9:15–9:45 Sunday School (Kindergarten through Grade 5) via zoom  

5:00 Youth Gathering (6th-12th grade)  

The zoom links are available in the Thursday eblast (email).  

Contact info@firstpresalbany.org to be added to the eblast list.  
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Lent at FPC 
 

 

During the season of Lent, the Adult Education class will look at the 

last chapters of the Gospel of Luke featuring his Passion, death and 

his rising. Glenn Leupold, will lead the class, which is on Zoom on 

Sundays at 9:00am. 
 

 

                      ********* 
 

During Lent help to create APRIL SHOWERS  

of welcome and appreciation 

each Sunday in Assembly Hall. 

Create a card of welcome and love 

that will be given in APRIL to guests at 

the FOCUS Breakfast program. 

Create a card of thanks and appreciation 

for a healthcare worker, 

which we’ll deliver in APRIL to area hospitals. 
 

You can create these cards at home as well  

and drop them off at the church.  

We’re hoping for lots of showers! 
 

********* 
 

Join us online each Wednesday during Lent, 

March 16, 23, 30 and April 6, 

for Taizé worship at 6:00 p.m. 

We will livestream the service on Facebook. 

The bulletin and Facebook link are in the eblast 

and on the website (firstpresalbany.org). 
 
 

Our traditional Taizé services include simple, meditative songs,  

scripture, prayer and silence. The liturgy for these services originated 

with the Taizé community founded in France in 1940. 

This community is an ecumenical, intentional community 

with a twofold purpose: to seek communion with God 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Finger Labyrinth Walks and Meditations occur each Thursday through 

April at 12:30pm via Zoom. Pastor Miriam, Certified Advanced Labyrinth 

Facilitator, leads each session, and our time together is 30 minutes. This time 

is open to all, whether you’ve walked a labyrinth in the past or not. Register 

using the link in the weekly eblasts for Thursday, March 17, to receive the 

zoom link. Please have a Finger Labyrinth available - you can download a paper version if you 

don’t have your own using a link in the eblast and website (firstpresalbany.org) or Jamie in the 

church office. Join us! 

 

There are some wooden finger labyrinths available to borrow, so talk with Pastor Miriam if 

you’re interested.  

 

 

Announcements 

 

COVID protocol update: The Ad Hoc Committee advising the Session on COVID protocols 

met on March 6 and has made recommendations to the session regarding changes in our 

protocols. The Session meets March 15 and will review the recommendations and make 

decisions about protocol changes. Thanks for your patience and please continue to pray for 

these two groups as they guide us in this unchartered territory. 

 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry requests items from its member churches. The donation 

for FPC for March is deodorant. All items must be new and unopened. Please leave donations in 

the box in Assembly Hall. Questions?  Call Susan Sneeringer at 518-438-3980.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sabbatical News 

 

In the fall of 2018, the Session of First Presbyterian Church acted unanimously to grant our co-

pastors Miriam and Glenn a sabbatical leave in 2020. Early in 2019, specific plans were 

developed for the funding of this endeavor. First Pres applied for and received a grant provided 

by the Lilly Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program.   

 

The Leupolds unfortunately were not able to go on sabbatical in 2020 or 2021 because of the 

pandemic. We are happy to announce they will finally get to go on sabbatical in 2022.  

 

Here are some FAQs (frequently asked questions) about the Clergy Renewal Program 

(aka Sabbatical): these answers were taken from the grant application that was submitted by 

Administration Committee and Miriam and Glenn and revised for 2022. 

 

When will this happen?  May 1 will be Miriam and Glenn’s last Sunday at First Pres, and they 

will return to the church September 7.   In addition to the 3 months of sabbatical, the Leupolds 

are taking a month of their vacation after the sabbatical – this combination was recommended 

by other colleagues. 

 

What is the theme of the sabbatical?  As a theme for our congregation and co-pastors’ 

renewal time, we have chosen the three phases of Christian pilgrimage: release, receive, return. 

Our co-pastors will take a break from the labors of ministry (release), have a time of 

remembering their purpose and call to ministry while engaging in activities that make their 

hearts sing (receive), and then head back to the congregation, rejuvenated by this time of 

renewal (return). The congregation will let go of (release) the pastors and established patterns 

for four months. We will gain (receive) new insights into our roles and a new understanding of 

the breadth of our work. We will seek to strengthen our already strong relationship with our 

pastors and look for ministry responsibilities that we need to be doing, going forward (return).  

 

Who pays for all this? The fabulous news is that FPC applied for and received a grant from the 

Lilly Endowment to fund Miriam and Glenn’s travels and time away as well as providing funds 

for the congregation to use for pastoral coverage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sabbatical News continued 

 

Who will lead worship and preach while they’re away? Session is contracting with the Rev. 

Dr. Amaury Tañón-Santos to be the Sabbatical Pastor for First Presbyterian Church beginning 

Monday, May 2, through Sunday, September 11, 2022.  Amaury has preached at First Pres and 

is known by many.  Amaury is the Executive Director of Schenectady Community Ministries. 

Job responsibilities include:  

• Prepare and deliver meaningful weekly sermons,  

• Lead and plan weekly worship.  

• Provide pastoral care to members in need by phone or visit 

• Lead or attend the Adult Education Class in May and June 

• Plan and officiate at baptisms and funerals as needed  

• Moderate Session meetings and attend Deacon board meetings 

• Interface with staff (custodian, office administrator, youth director, director of music) 

 

If you have questions not covered on the website, please submit them to the Main Office 

(info@firstpresalbany.org or 518-449-7332), and we’ll add them to the others. 
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 

Sunday, 11:30a.m.   Fellowship Time   

March 13        5:00p.m.   Youth Gathering (6th-12th grade) 

                         

Monday          1:00p.m.   Covenant Group Meeting via Zoom 

 
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 7:00 p.m.  Session Meeting 

   
Wednesday 10:00 a.m.   Women to Women Small Group Meeting 

                         6:00 p.m.  Taizé Service 

 
Thursday 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 12:30 p.m. Finger Labyrinth Walk and Meditation 

                         6:30 p.m.  General Meeting of Capital Region Poor People’s Campaign 

 7:00 p.m. Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

 
Next Sunday, 9:00 a.m. Adult Education via Zoom  

March 20 9:15 a.m. Children’s Education via Zoom 

 9:30 a.m. Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

                         5:00 p.m.   Youth Gathering (6th-12th grade) 
  



 

 

Session 

Leslie Cheu – Finance Committee Chairperson 

Marian Eaton – Nominating Committee Chairperson 

Kevin Fuscus 

Owen Gilbo – Property Committee Chairperson 

Carol Green – Membership Committee Chairperson 

Lee Helsby – Worship Committee Chairperson 

Ellen Kemp 

Paloma Luisi – Ad Hoc Committee Chairperson 

Lillie McLaughlin – Social Justice & Peacemaking Committee Chairperson 

Jon Rice – Outreach & Mission Committee Chairperson

Kendra Smith-Howard – Christian Education Chairperson 

Eric Weinhold – Stewardship Committee Chairperson 

Mary Rogers* – Clerk of Session and Administration Committee Chairperson 

 

Board of Deacons 

 

          Mirabelle Beck 

          Susan Haney - Moderator 

          David Hinchen – Hospitality Team Coordinator 

          Chas Kite – Flock Team Coordinator 

          Stephanie Kite 

          David Takor – Flower Team Coordinator 

          Betsy Hadden* – Care Team Coordinator 

 

          (* not currently an active/installed officer) 

  
 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                                    Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                               

Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator                                                      

 

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 


