
 

 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  

February 20, 2022 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, NY 
 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor   

    The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 
 

Prelude                                             Solemn Processional                       Robert A. Harris 

 

Welcome & Announcements    

 

  Ringing of the Bell      

   

*Call to Worship  

 One: We come, those who seek to trust in God. 

  All: We commit ourselves to do as Jesus would do for those around us. 

 One:  We come, delighting in all the wonders God provides for us. 

  All:  We would not worry, but open ourselves to God’s heart.  

     One:  We come, waiting patiently for God to speak. 

      All:  We will be still, listening for God’s words of hope, of peace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn No. 386                                 Come, Worship God                                  O QUANTA QUALIA  

                                                                                   (Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession  

       In this season of light, Revealing God, we find ourselves wandering the shadows of  

       the world.  In this time when we focus on Jesus’ ministry of healing, we hold tight to  

       all those emotions – hatred, fear, worry – which continue to damage us. In these days  

       when we are invited to listen to Jesus’ teachings, we confess it is easier to hear the  

       seductive words of sin. 

 

       Forgive us, Resurrecting God, for trusting in promises which are short-lived, rather  

       than in your Word which endures forever. You have sent Jesus before us so that, as  

       we follow him, we might travel from that far country of fear and doubt to that better  

       country of resurrection life. Amen. 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 

 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 

 

 



 

 

The Word  

 

New Testament Lesson           I Corinthians 15:42–50 (N.T., p. 177)                  Betsy Hadden 

       One: The word of the Lord           

        All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 37:1–11, 39–40                         (O.T., pp. 510, 512)                      Roger Green 

       One: The word of the Lord   

        All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem   I Dream a World Andre Thomas 

                                First Presbyterian Chancel Choir       Poem by Langston Hughes 

       I dream a world where man 

       no other man will scorn, 

       where love will bless the earth 

       and peace its paths adorn. 

 

       I dream a world where all 

       will know sweet freedom’s way, 

       where greed no longer saps the soul 

       nor avarice blights our day. 

 

       A world I dream where black or white, 

       whatever race you be, 

       will share the bounties of the earth 

       and everyone is free, 

 

       Where wretchedness will hang its head 

       and joy, like a pearl, 

       attends the needs of all humankind-- 

       of such I dream, my world! 

 

Gospel Lesson                                Luke 6:27–38 (N.T., pp. 64–65)                      

       One: The gospel of the Lord           

          All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                                  Miriam Lawrence Leupold 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 766                   The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound                             MC KEE 

(Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

Prayers of the People   

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave. You  

       may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or  

       scan the QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and 

       hold it over this box/the QR code to donate online).     

 

Prayer of Dedication  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.107.20/tmb.275.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/qr-code-150x150.png


 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving)  
 

Invitation 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with these spoken responses) 

 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     

 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

         

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

The congregation partakes of their individually-wrapped communion elements. The 

bread is under plastic wrap on the top. The juice is in the cup and reached by pulling 

back the plastic wrap.     

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communion Music  Wade in the Water Traditional, arr. H. T. Burleigh 

  Fiona McKinney, alto 

       Wade in the water, 

       wade in the water, children, 

       wade in the water, 

       God’s a-goin’ to trouble the water. 

       See that band all dress’d in white, 

       God’s a-goin’ to trouble the water. 

       The Leader looks like the Israelite, 

       God’s a-goin’ to trouble the water. 

       Wade in the water, 

       wade in the water, children, 

       wade in the water, 

       God’s a-goin’ to trouble the water. 

       See that band all dress’d in red, 

       God’s a-goin’ to trouble the water. 

       It looks like the band that Moses led. 

       God’s a-goin’ to trouble the water. 

       Wade in the water, 

       wade in the water, children, 

       wade in the water, 

       God’s a-goin’ to trouble the water. 

 

Prayer after Communion (Unison) 

        Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament, united us with  

       Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal kingdom.   

       Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.   

       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending  
 

*Hymn No. 700                   I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me                      I’M GONNA LIVE 

(Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

*Benediction  
  

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Amen. 

 

*Responsive Hymn No. 399                 God Welcomes All                                           THEMBA AMEN

                                                           (Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Postlude                                                      Festal March          Florence Price 

 

We ask that everyone leave the building following the ushers’ instructions. 

Please join us for Fellowship Time on Willett Street, weather permitting, or in Assembly Hall. 

 
The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Education Schedule  

9:00–9:45 Adult Education via zoom 

9:15–9:45 Sunday School (Kindergarten through Grade 5) via zoom 

5:00 Youth Gathering (6th-12th grade) 

The zoom links are available in the Thursday eblast (email). 

Contact info@firstpresalbany.org to be added to the eblast list. 

 

Serving you today as Usher/Greeter: 

David Chapin, Amy Jenal & Kathie Keck 

 

Serving you today as offering counters: David Takor & Ann Hannay 

 

Serving you on February 27 is Usher/Greeter Team G: 

Carol Bullard, Yousaf Mathias 

& Eric Weinhold 

 

Serving you on February 27 as Scripture Readers are: 

Eric Weinhold & Owen Gilbo 

 

Serving you as offering counters on February 27:   

Bruce Brynolfson & Leslie Cheu 

 

 

mailto:info@firstpresalbany.org


 

 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We hope to provide care 

in the near future as guidelines allow.  

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington 

Park. There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just 

west of Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 
 

 

************ 

 

 

Finger Labyrinth Walks and Meditations occur each Thursday through 

April at 12:30pm via Zoom. Pastor Miriam, Certified 

Advanced Labyrinth Facilitator, leads each session, and our 

time together is 30 minutes. This time is open to all, whether 

you’ve walked a labyrinth in the past or not. Register using the 

link in the weekly eblasts for Thursday, February 24, to receive 

the zoom link. Please have a Finger Labyrinth available - you 

can download a paper version if you don’t have your own using 

a link in the eblast or Jamie in the church office. Join us! 

 

There are some wooden finger labyrinths available to borrow, so talk with 

Pastor Miriam if you’re interested. 
 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Revised by Session 

November 16, 2004 



 

 

 

Interested in finding out more about First Pres? Have you been worshiping with us and are 

interested in learning about becoming a member?  If so, please contact Pastor Miriam 

(mleupold@firstpresalbany.org or 518-449-7332). She will be zooming/meeting with interested 

people, exploring their hopes and dreams for where you can serve God.   

 

 

************ 

 

 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry requests items from its member churches. The donation for 

FPC for February is shampoo. All items must be new and unopened. Please leave donations in the 

box in Assembly Hall. Questions?  Call Susan Sneeringer at 518-438-3980.  

 

 

************ 

 

 

Black History Month is a time to celebrate food! We at First Pres usually have a sit-down lunch 

together. We can't do that this year, but we can celebrate the variety of food in the African American 

community and support two highly praised and well-known local blackowned businesses. How about 

traditional southern African American food: fried chicken, mac and cheese, cornbread? Then 

try Allie B's Cozy Kitchen (www.alliebscozykitchen.com), on Clinton Ave. Or try African, Asian 

and Caribbean inspired food prepared by Umana's Restaurant (www.umanarestaurant.com), on 

Washington Ave. Try both!! Your tastebuds will thank you! They both do takeout. Information and 

menus are on their websites. 

 

 

************ 

 

 

In honor of Black History Month, the Post Office has issued a 

commemorative stamp in honor of the sculptor Edmonia Lewis. Ms. 

Lewis is a local. She was born in 1844 in Rensselaer County and went to 

school in Albany. She first established herself as a professional artist in 

Boston. In 1865 she moved to Rome. Italy where she began to work in 

marble and earned wide recognition for her work. She died in London in 

1907 but her work lives on in many museums including 8 pieces in the 

Smithsonian. The SJ&P Committee encourages you to purchase her 

stamps at your local post office. 

 

 

mailto:mleupold@firstpresalbany.org
www.alliebscozykitchen.com
www.umanarestaurant.com


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                                       Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                 Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director 

Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist                                                                   Kevin Goolsby, Custodian 

Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator                                                         Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                     

                                                   

362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                                                                                                                           Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 

Sunday, 2/20      11:30am   Fellowship Time 

 

Tuesday, 2/22       9:00am   Men’s Bible Study via Zoom  

                              6:00pm   Legacy Giving Subcommittee  

                              6:30pm   FOCUS Board Meeting 

 

Wednes., 2/23       6:30pm   SWAT Team Meeting 

                               7:00pm   Dads’ Small Group  
 

 Thurs., 2/24         7:00am   Men’s Bible Study 

                            12:30pm   Finger Labyrinth Walk and Meditation 

                              7:00pm   Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

 

Saturday, 2/26   11:00am   Service of Witness to the Resurrection for Betty Curtis 

 

Sunday, 2/27      9:00am   Adult Education via Zoom                            

                            9:15am   Children’s Education via Zoom 

                            9:30am   Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

                          10:30am   Worship Service In-Person and 

                                           Live Streaming on Facebook 

                          11:30am   Fellowship Time  

                            5:00pm   Youth Gathering (6th-12th grade) 

 

 
 

 


