
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
APRIL 3, 2022 

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

Welcome!  

Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time  

or have grown up here at FPC,  

we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  

In addition to in-person worship,  

we livestream this service on Facebook each Sunday.  

Previous services are available at any time in the video section of  

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 

   

An update on COVID guidelines: 

Albany County’s current CDC Community Level is GREEN. 

Mask wearing is optional. You may choose to still wear a mask  

and sit apart from anyone who is not wearing a mask.  

If you are not wearing a mask,  

please be considerate of those near you  

who are still masked and practice social distancing  

for their wellbeing and peace of mind.  

Thank you for your patience and kindness to each other. 

As a church open to all and as an intergenerational community of faith,  

we want to do our very best to be a welcoming and healthy place for all generations. 

(see Green – Yellow – Red chart at the end of the bulletin for more details) 
 

 

The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 
Prelude    Sicilienne from Suite for Organ Maurice Duruflé 

  

Welcome & Announcements    

 

Ringing of the Bell   

 

*Call to Worship  

     One: May we find courage here--- 

  All: courage to follow our call, courage to live out our faith.  

 One:   May we find hope here--- 

  All: hope for a better world, hope that refuses to let us go.  

 One: May we find truth here--- 

  All: truth that lives in sacred community, truth that lives in ancient stories. 

     One:   May we find all that we seek, 

      All: and in our seeking, may we know God. Amen. 



 

 

*Hymn No. 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO   

                                                             

*Prayer of Confession  

   Jesus of Nazareth, we admit that often we tuck our faith into our pockets, hiding in a  

       place of comfort rather that proudly declaring: yes we are Christian, yes we believe,  

       yes this faith has changed me. We are so afraid of offending others or embarrassing  

       ourselves that we have established rules: no faith at the dinner table, no faith in  

       politics, no faith with strangers. Forgive us for whispering when we could be singing.  

       Forgive us for staying quiet when we could be part of rewriting the narrative. We  

       want to be brave. We want to pour out perfume over your feet. These things we pray,  

       amen. 

 

*Kyrie Eleison No. 551      Lord, Have Mercy                                       Land of Rest 

 
 

 

 



 

 

*Words of Forgiveness 

     One:   Family of faith, hear this good news: even in our silence, 

      All:   God loves us. 

     One:   Even in our fear or shame, 

      All:   God chooses us. 

     One:   Even when we sin, 

      All:   God wraps us in grace. 

     One:   you are free---to be bold, to be brazen, to be exactly who God called you to be. 

      All:   Thanks be to God, amen. 

 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 

 

*Gloria Patri No. 582      Glory to God,   GOD TO GLORY (VASILE) 

     Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

(The congregation gathers in circles in the sanctuary while singing) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Word 
 

Third Grade Bible Presentation 

 

Old Testament Lesson     Isaiah 43:16–21 (O.T., p. 672–673) Youth 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 126 Fiona McKinney, alto   

 (Cantor sings the refrain once then followed by the congregation) 

 
 

 When the Lord brought the captives home to Zion, it seemed like a dream; our mouths 

were filled with laughter, our lips sang songs of joy.  (R) 

 The pagans then said among themselves, “What marvels we see.” The Lord has done 

great things, and we are glad indeed. (R) 

      O Lord bring the captives home again as streams in dry land. Yes, they who sow in tears 

will reap with joyful hearts.  (R) 

 They go out with tears to sow the land; the seeds they scatter forth; the come again 

with singing; they bring the fruitful sheaves. (R) 

 

Anthem The Alabaster Jar Craig Courtney 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

Daniel Hoke, cello 

The scent of oil fills the house, in joyful celebration; 

sweet scent of faith, balm of belief, a gift for him whose name is Love. 

 

The fragrance lingers on his robe, in somber preparation; 

anointing oil of purest nard, a gift for him whose name is Love. 

 

Lord, make a vessel of my heart filled with the fragrance of your mercy, 

The scent of love and of grace, the oil of pardon and of peace, 

That I may pour it at your feet. 

 

Her gift was love, poured out in joy, an act of adoration; 

a deed to echo through the years,  

a gift of love, poured from an alabaster jar. 



 

 

Gospel Lesson   John 12:1–8 (N.T., p. 106)   

One: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Full to the Brim: Brazen Acts of Beauty Glenn D. Leupold 
 

 

Our Response 
 

Affirmation of Faith  

       I believe in a beauty--- 

       beauty pulled into being by our Creator, 

       beauty that crashes our breath, 

       beauty that turns us toward awe. 
 

       I believe in courage--- 

       courage to believe, 

       courage to stand up for the people we love, 

       courage to love without hesitation. 
 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit 

       who prays for us when we cannot, 

        who is brave for us when we are not. 
 

        I believe in Jesus Christ 

        who stood up for Mary, 

        who quieted the voice of critique, 

        who welcomed every bid for relationship. 
 

        I believe in God. 

        I believe in God who believes in us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn No.  215 What Wondrous Love Is This WONDROUS LOVE 

 
 

Prayers of the People  Molly Dowell Baum                                                                           

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Ushers will pass the offering plates to each pew. There are also   

       offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the     

       QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over  

      this box/the QR code to donate online).     

 

 

 



 

 

Offertory Adoramus Te Roland di Lassus 

Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney, Joshua Gurwitz, Daniel Hoke, soloists 

       Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus tibi: 

       We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee: 

 

       quia per sanctam crucem tuam redemisti mundum. 

       because by thy holy cross thou hast redeemed the world. 

 

*Doxology (sung in unison) 
 

 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with the sung responses) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

One: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   

All Sing:  

 
 

 

One: …in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

All Sing: 

  
 

One: …All glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  

All Sing:    

 
 

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

The congregation will be served at the front of the sanctuary, coming forward by the 

center aisle and returning by the side aisles. Communion is received by taking a piece of 

bread, dipping it into the cup of grape juice, and eating. When served, the people may 

respond by saying “Amen” or “Thanks be to God.”  

Communion Variations:  

• There are gluten-free communion wafers individually sealed in plastic envelopes for 

anyone who would prefer that option. They are on the plates beside the pita pieces 

which the server holds.  

• If you prefer to receive communion in the pew, you may remain in your seat and 

signal a server when they come down the aisle after serving others.  

• If you prefer to receive sealed communion elements instead of tearing off bread and 

dipping, you may come forward and receive one, or you may stay in your seat and 

signal a server when they come down the aisle after serving others.  

 

Communion Music  Buss und Reu (Woe and Rue) Aria- St. Matthew Passion 

                                                           Fiona McKinney, alto                                            J.S. Bach 

       Woe and rue tear my sinful heart in two.                                                                    

       Teardrops falling serve to show Thee, Jesus,  

       once again, the mighty debt I owe Thee. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

God our savior, we give you thanks that you have prepared this feast for us---  

the rich feast of our redemption. By the nourishment of this holy meal, make us     

more ready for the day when you will wipe away all tears and swallow up death  

forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending 
 

*Hymn No.  209 My Song Is Love Unknown LOVE UNKNOWN xxx 

 
 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

*Responsive Hymn Lavish Love, Abundant Beauty HYFRYDOL 

        WORDS: KEN BIBLE 

 



 

 

Postlude ‘Soissons’ Fugue Maurice Duruflé Edward Elgar 

  
 

You may be seated if you wish to listen to the postlude.  

Please join us for Fellowship Time in Assembly Hall.  

 

For your convenience and as an aid to your worship experience, large print bulletins, Bibles, 

and hymnals are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  

We ask that you return these worship aids to the table at the close of worship.  

 
The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team E: 

  FPC Youth   
    

Serving you today as offering counters: 

Carolyn Lemmon & Jeff Durgee 
 

Serving you today as Communion Servers: 

Chas Kite & Ellen Kemp 
 

Serving you today as Audio Visual Specialist: 

Kevin Fuscus 
   
  

Serving you on April 10 is Usher/Greeter Team F:  
  

Diane Cornell, Susan Haney, Lee Helsby, 

Harriet Seeley & Cynthia Winter 
 

              Serving you on April 10 as Scripture Reader and Prayer Reader: 

Sierra Pratt & Karen Brown 
 

Serving you on April 10 as offering counters: 

Laura Schultz & Owen Gilbo 
 

Serving you on April 10 as Communion Servers: 

Owen Gilbo & Lillie McLaughlin 
 

Serving you on April 10 as Audio Visual Specialist: 

Eric Weinhold 



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We will provide care in 

the near future as caregivers are hired.   

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

Sunday Education Schedule  

Preschool class will return in September 

9:15-10:15 Kindergarten through Grade 5 – 3rd floor of Christian Ed Bldg 

9:15-10:15 Adults – Rose Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lent at FPC 
 

 

During the season of Lent, the Adult Education class will look at 

the last chapters of the Gospel of Luke featuring his Passion, death 

and his rising. Glenn Leupold, will lead the class, which is on 

Zoom on Sundays at 9:15am. 

 

 

                      ********* 

 

During Lent help to create APRIL SHOWERS  

of welcome and appreciation 

each Sunday in Assembly Hall. 

Create a card of welcome and love 

that will be given in APRIL to guests at 

the FOCUS Breakfast program. 

Create a card of thanks and appreciation 

for a healthcare worker, 

which we’ll deliver in APRIL to area hospitals. 

 

You can create these cards at home as well  

and drop them off at the church.  

We’re hoping for lots of showers! 

 

********* 

 

Join us online each Wednesday during Lent, 

April 6, for Taizé worship at 6:00 p.m. 

We will livestream the service on Facebook. 

The bulletin and Facebook link are in the eblast 

and on the website (firstpresalbany.org). 

 

 

Our traditional Taizé services include simple, meditative songs,  

scripture, prayer and silence. The liturgy for these services originated 

with the Taizé community founded in France in 1940. 

This community is an ecumenical, intentional community 

with a twofold purpose: to seek communion with God 
 

 
 



 

 

Finger Labyrinth Walks and Meditations occur each Thursday through 

April at 12:30pm via Zoom. Pastor Miriam, Certified Advanced Labyrinth 

Facilitator, leads each session, and our time together is 30 minutes. This time 

is open to all, whether you’ve walked a labyrinth in the past or not. Register 

using the link in the weekly eblasts for Thursday, April 7, to receive the 

zoom link. Please have a Finger Labyrinth available - you can download a paper version if you 

don’t have your own using a link in the eblast and website (firstpresalbany.org) or Jamie in the 

church office. There are some wooden finger labyrinths available to borrow, so talk with 

Pastor Miriam if you’re interested. Join us! 

 

Join us at First Presbyterian during Holy Week for a time of spiritual renewal 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

Sunday, April 10 

9:15 Education classes for adults and K-grade 5 

10:30 Worship Service 

In-person in the sanctuary and 

also livestreamed on Facebook 
 

Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, April 14 

7:30 Communion and Tenebrae Service 

In-person in the sanctuary and 

also livestreamed on Facebook 
 

Good Friday 

Friday, April 15 

Pray and Reflect with FOCUS Churches 

anytime between 4:00 – 8:00pm 
  

Five of the FOCUS Churches of Albany invite you to spend time  

in prayer and reflection in our sanctuaries.   

Each church will offer some interactive prayer stations  

which will help you to focus as you light a candle,  

take a meditative walk around a labyrinth (FPC),  

kneel at the cross, shape a vessel out of clay,  

reflect on scripture and more.   

You are also welcome to just come and sit  

and enjoy the beauty of our historic buildings.   

Some churches will offer live music during this time (FPC). 



 

 

Good Friday (Continued) 

Four of our churches are within walking distance from each other:   

Emmanuel Baptist Church at 275 State Street 

First Presbyterian Church at 362 State Street  

Trinity United Methodist Church at 235 Lark Street  

Westminster Presbyterian Church at 262 State Street. 

 

Those who wander between our churches  

will encounter a few outdoor prayer stations along the way. 

First Church in Albany, located at 110 North Pearl Street,  

will offer the Stations of the Cross around the exterior of their building. 

A booklet, available at each church or online,  

will offer directions, instructions and some readings to inspire you. 

 

Easter 

Sunday, April 17 
 

Sunrise FOCUS Service at 6:30  

Swan Street Stairs, west side of Capital Park 
This 30-minute outdoor worship service  

will be followed with light refreshments  

(baked goods, Easter eggs, coffee, tea and juice),  

offered via “tailgate” for all who wish to safely gather socially. 

Please bring a lawn chair for your comfort (no seating will be provided). 
 

9:15 Education classes for adults and K-grade 5 

 

Worship Service at 10:30am 

In-person in the sanctuary and 

also livestreamed on Facebook 

 

Fellowship Time  

following the service in Assembly Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry requests items from its member churches. The donation 

for FPC for April is toothpaste. All items must be new and unopened. Please leave donations in 

the box in Assembly Hall. Questions?  Call Susan Sneeringer at 518-438-3980.   
 

********* 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME:  We’re pleased to announce that Fellowship Time is once again being 

held in Assembly Hall, immediately following the Sunday Worship Service.  The Hospitality 

Team Coordinator Deacon David Hinchen is organizing this effort. As we no longer have a 

custodian employee and no longer relying on flocks to oversee this task, we’re seeking 

members of the congregation to assist with making coffee, bringing snacks, setting up and 

putting things away.  If you’re available on any upcoming Sundays, please contact: 

 

David Hinchen 

(518) 489-1854 (call or text) 

ds.hinchen@verizon.net 

********* 
 

Interested in finding out more about First Pres? Have you been worshiping with us and are 

interested in learning about becoming a member?  If so, please contact Pastor Miriam 

(mleupold@firstpresalbany.org or 518-449-7332). She will be zooming/meeting with interested 

people, exploring their hopes and dreams for where you can serve God.  

 
********* 

 

Cleaning and Building Management  
With the departure of our custodian earlier this month, the Administration Committee along 

with representatives from the Property Committee and the Finance Committee discussed how 

best to manage custodial duties and building maintenance in the future. The group decided to 

investigate hiring a Cleaning Service and a Facility Management company, and Session gave 

approval to proceed. 

 
First Pres issued two Requests for Proposals (RFPs) to area companies last week. After 

proposals are submitted, the First Pres committee representatives will review the responses, 

check references, and if the results are satisfactory (both in the firms’ capabilities and their price 

quotes) we will engage the highest-rated firm in each category for a one-year trial period. 

  

There will be ways that we as a congregation will be called on to step up and serve one another. 

We’ll be responsible for setting up for events and making coffee on Sunday mornings. While 

this may mean some growing pains, we are grateful for the opportunity to step up for these 

responsibilities. 

mailto:ds.hinchen@verizon.net
mailto:mleupold@firstpresalbany.org


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                            Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator 

                                                                     Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                                         

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 
Sunday, 11:30 a.m.   Fellowship Time   

April 3          12:00 p.m.   Choir Rehearsal 

                      12:00 p.m.   Youth lunch gathering 6th through 12th grades 

                       

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

                       12:30 p.m.   Staff Meeting 

   
Wednesday 6:00 p.m.  Taizé Service Live Stream on Facebook 

 
Thursday 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 12:30 p.m. Finger Labyrinth Walk and Meditation 

                         5:30 p.m.   Albany Presbytery Meeting 

                         6:00 p.m.   Anti-Racism Task Force 

 7:00 p.m. Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

 
Next Sunday, 9:15 a.m. Adult Education in Rose Room   

April 10 9:15 a.m. Children’s Education 3rd Floor of Christian Building 

 9:30 a.m. Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 
  



 

 

 


