
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

APRIL 24, 2022 
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

Welcome!  

Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time  

or have grown up here at FPC,  

we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  

In addition to in-person worship,  

we livestream this service on Facebook each Sunday.  

Previous services are available at any time in the video section of  

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 

   

An update on COVID guidelines: 

Albany County’s current CDC Community Level is RED. 

Mask wearing and social distancing is mandatory.  

Thank you for your patience and kindness to each other. 

As a church open to all and as an intergenerational community of faith,  

we want to do our very best to be a welcoming and healthy place for all generations. 

(see Green – Yellow – Red chart at the end of the bulletin for more details) 

 
 

 

The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

Prelude    Prelude and Fugue in G Major Felix Mendelssohn 
  

Welcome & Announcements    
 

Ringing of the Bell  

 

*Call to Worship  

     One: Creating the world was an enormous undertaking. 

  All: When God made the world, God required a day off.  A Sabbath.  

 One:   It was such a great and wonderful work that God created humans to appreciate it and   

                to be its stewards. 

  All: God created the world, leaned back for a good look at it, and declared it good.  

 One: Those humans turned out not to be such good stewards. 

  All: The world God made astounds us in its beauty. It is our only home. 

     One:   Let us offer our thanks and praise to our God who loves us through creation every  

                day. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn No. 14 For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 

(Soloists Singing Only) 

 
                                     

*Prayer of Confession  

   Let us confess our sin against God and creation, saying,  

       Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

       For our indifference to the destruction of wildlife, Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

       For the greedy search for profit with no respect for life, Lord, in your mercy,  

       hear our prayer. 

       For the violence ravaged against the earth, Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

       For our silence before bulldozed forests and contaminated rivers, Lord, in your mercy,  

       hear our prayer. 

       For our voracious thirst to consume without a thought of future generations, Lord, in your  

       mercy, hear our prayer. 

       Forgive our arrogance, Lord, when we place ourselves at the center of your universe.    

       Forgive our lack of passion to preserve your creation. In your mercy, teach us to love your   

       creatures, and to care for life in all its forms. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Words of Forgiveness 

 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 

 

The Word 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 

Words Concerning Baptism 

 

Presentation of the Candidate 

       Question to the congregation: 

       One:  Do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture Lucy   

                 by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging her to know and follow Christ  

                 and to be a faithful member of his church? 

        All:   We do. 

 

Profession of Faith 

       One:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith 

    Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 

         All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,   

                 creator of heaven and earth. 

        One: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

         All:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

                 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

                 he descended to the dead.   

                 On the third day he rose again;  

                 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

                 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

        One: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

         All:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

                 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

                 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving Over the Water 

 



 

 

The Baptism 

 

Welcome 

        One: Lucy has been received into the one holy catholic and apostolic church through  

                 baptism. God has made her a member of the household of God, to share with us in  

                 the priesthood of Christ. Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

        All:  With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s Church to share with  

                 us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 

       One:  The peace of Christ be with you. 

        All:  And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Welcome No. 482                  Baptized in Water         BUNESSAN 

(Soloists Singing Only) 

 
 

First Old Testament Lesson    Joel 1:10–12, 16–20 (O.T., p. 846) Lee Helsby 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Psalm 148                                           (O.T., pp. 582–583)   

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God.  

  

Anthem Love is Come Again   arr. Alice Parker/Robert Shaw 

Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney, Joshua Gurwitz, 

Nathaniel Hopper, Daniel Hoke, Thomas Odell, soloists 

       Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 

       wheat that in dark earth many days has lain. 

       Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

       love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

       In the grave they laid him, love whom we had slain, 

       thinking that he’d never wake to life again, 

       Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

       love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

       Up he sprang at Easter, like the risen grain, 

       he that for three days in the grave had lain. 

       Up from the dead my risen Lord is seen; 

       love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

       When our hearts are weary, grieving, Lord, in pain, 

       by your touch you call us back to life again, 

       fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

       love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

       Now unto the living Christ be glory. Sing unto the Lord of life and death. 

       Sing, o heavens, sing o earth, Hosanna to the Most High. 

 

       Angels and hierarchies and powers, souls of the righteous, sing to God! 

       Communion of saints in earth and heaven, all ye blessed of God,  

       sing Alleluia to his name forever. Alleluia! 

       Glory. Praise. Honor. Blessing. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia! 

 

Second Old Testament Lesson  Genesis 1:1–4, 11–12, 20–22, 24–25, 31a (O.T., pp. 1–2)   

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon A Natural Faith Glenn D. Leupold 
 



 

 

Our Response 
 

 

*Hymn No. 20 All Things Bright and Beautiful ROYAL OAK 

(Soloists Singing Only) 

   
 

Prayers of the People  Lee Helsby                                                                           

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the  

       QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over 

       this box/the QR code to donate online) 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 



 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with the spoken responses) 

 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     

 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

         

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

       The congregation partakes of their individually-wrapped communion elements. The bread  

       and juice are accessed by pulling back the plastic wrap. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communion Music  When Mary Through the Garden Went Charles Villiers Stanford 

Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney, Joshua Gurwitz Daniel Hoke, soloists 

       When Mary thro’ the garden went, there was no sound of any bird, 

       and yet, because the night was spent, the little grasses lightly stirred, 

       the flowers awoke, the lilies heard. 

 

       When Mary thro’ the garden went, the dew lay still on flower and grass, 

       the waving palms above her sent their fragrance out as she did pass. 

       No light upon their branches was. 

 

       When Mary thro’ the garden went, her eyes, for weeping long, were dim. 

       The grass beneath her footsteps bent, the solemn lilies, white and slim, 

       these also stood and wept for him. 

 

       When Mary thro’ the garden went, she sought within the garden ground, 

       one for whom her heart was rent, one who for her sake was bound, 

       one who sought, and she was found. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

       Lord God, here at this table we celebrate resurrection as you feed us with bread and  

       wine. And as much as we might prefer to stay here in this protected place, you send us  

       back to our work—only it is no longer the same work because we know you are with  

       us and in us, shaping and transforming us to be your witnesses in the world.  

       Nourished in body, mind, and spirit, may all that we say and do give you glory. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending 
 

*Hymn No.  22 God of the Sparrow ROEDER 

(Soloists Singing Only) 

 
 

*Charge and Blessing 
 

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 
 

*Responsive Hymn No. 765    May the God of Hope Go With Us          ARGENTINA 

(Soloists Singing Only) 

  



 

 

Postlude Allegro maestoso e vivace from Sonata No. 2 Felix Mendelssohn Edward Elgar   

 

You may be seated if you wish to listen to the postlude. 

Please join us for Fellowship Time in Assembly Hall or outside on Willett Street, weather 

permitting. 
 

 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team A:  
Joanne Gascoyne, Richard Gascoyne, Ann Hannay, David Hannay, & Amy Jenal 

   

Serving you today as offering counters: Ron Geuther & Laura Schultz 
 

Serving you today as Audio Visual Specialist: John Myers 
   

Serving you on May 1 is Usher/Greeter Team B:  

Karen Brown, Kate Pruzek, Bob Stevens, Linda Stevens, Alison Stonbely & Sahil Yashib 

 

Serving you on May 1 as Scripture Reader and Psalm Reader: Jerry Nathan & Susan Haney 
 

Serving you on May 1 as offering counters: Leslie Cheu & Owen Gilbo  
 

Serving you May 1 as Communion Servers: David Hinchen & Kevin Fuscus 
 

Serving you on May 1 as Audio Visual Specialist: Eric Weinhold 



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We will provide care in 

the near future as caregivers are hired.   

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Education Schedule  

Preschool class will return in September 

9:00-9:45 Kindergarten through Grade 5 – via Zoom 

9:15-10:15 Adults – via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

Receiving the sacrament of baptism today is Lucille Anais Mikhail daughter of Julia Anne 

Bancroft and Matthew Phillip Mikhail.  

 

********* 

Pastors Miriam and Glenn will be departing for their sabbatical leave after worship on May 1. 

We’re happy for this wonderful opportunity they will have for rest and renewal. We’d like to 

give them a gift as we send them off. Please consider writing a check to First Presbyterian 

Church with the notation “Sabbatical Gift.” Your check can be placed in the offering today. 

Thank you for marking this special occasion in the life of our church!  
 

********* 
 

 
 

New and Exciting Educational Opportunity for the Entire Congregation 
  
Your Anti-Racism Task Force hopes that you will join us for the new and exciting educational 

program “Trouble the Water:  Conversations to Disrupt Racism and Dominance.”  Developed 

by the PC(USA) in response to the 222nd General Assembly’s call for church-wide conversations on 

race, the video series is designed to encourage conversations in local churches about race, racism, 

ethnicity and ethnocentrism.  We will gather on Zoom on six consecutive Wednesday evenings, 

between 7:00-8:30 pm, to watch the videos and talk about them together. 
  

Come to as many evenings as you can!  The dates and topics are: 
  
                         Wed., April 27:  “Beginning the Journey” 

                         Wed., May 4:     “Why Us, Why Now?” 

                         Wed., May 11:   “Whiteness” 

                         Wed., May 18:   “Racial Identity” 

                         Wed., May 25    “Intersectionality and Disruption” 

                         Wed., June 1:     “Where Do We Go From Here?” 
  
Refer to Thursday’s Eblast for the Zoom link, and we hope to see you on April 27th! 
 

********* 
 



 

 

Finger Labyrinth Walks and Meditations occur each Thursday through 

April at 12:30pm via Zoom. Pastor Miriam, Certified Advanced Labyrinth 

Facilitator, leads each session, and our time together is 30 minutes. This time 

is open to all, whether you’ve walked a labyrinth in the past or not. Register 

using the link in the weekly eblasts for Thursday, April 28, to receive the 

zoom link. Please have a Finger Labyrinth available - you can download a paper version if you 

don’t have your own using a link in the eblast and website (firstpresalbany.org) or Jamie in the 

church office. There are some wooden finger labyrinths available to borrow, so talk with 

Pastor Miriam if you’re interested. Join us! 
 

********* 
 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry requests items from its member churches. The donation 

for FPC for May is soap. All items must be new and unopened. Please leave donations in the 

box in Assembly Hall. Questions?  Call Susan Sneeringer at 518-438-3980.   
 

********* 

 

Brooks “To- Go” Chicken BBQ Fundraiser for FOCUS 

has been rescheduled 

New Date: Wednesday June 15th 3-6pm at Delmar Reformed Church.  
  

All pre-ordered meals for April 19th will be transferred to June 15th.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please call: (518) 443-0460 ext. 1 

Thank you for supporting FOCUS Churches of Albany, which offers two food pantries and a 

soup kitchen in downtown Albany.  This fundraiser helps raise money to feed our food insecure 

neighbors.  
 

********* 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME:  We’re pleased to announce that Fellowship Time is once again being 

held (either in Assembly Hall or outside, weather permitting) following the Sunday Worship 

Service.  The Hospitality Team Coordinator Deacon David Hinchen is organizing this effort. As 

we no longer have a custodian employee and no longer relying on flocks to oversee this task, 

we’re seeking members of the congregation to assist with making coffee, bringing snacks, 

setting up and putting things away.  If you’re available on any upcoming Sundays, please 

contact: 

 

David Hinchen 

(518) 489-1854 (call or text) 

ds.hinchen@verizon.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ds.hinchen@verizon.net


 

 
 

 

Sabbatical News 

 

When will this happen?  May 1 will be Miriam and Glenn’s last Sunday at First Pres, and they 

will return to the church September 7.   In addition to the 3 months of sabbatical, the Leupolds 

are taking a month of their vacation after the sabbatical – this combination was recommended 

by other colleagues. 

 

The theme of the sabbatical is the three phases of Christian pilgrimage: release, receive, 

return. Miriam and Glenn will take a break from the labors of ministry (release), have a time of 

remembering their purpose and call to ministry while engaging in activities that make their 

hearts sing (receive), and then head back to the congregation, rejuvenated by this time of 

renewal (return). FPC as a congregation will also let go of (release) the pastors and established 

patterns for four months. FPC will gain (receive) new insights into its roles and a new 

understanding of the breadth of your work. FPC as a congregation will strengthen its already 

strong relationship with the pastors and look for ministry responsibilities that it needs to be 

doing, going forward (return).  

 

While the Leupolds are away, the Rev. Dr. Amaury Tañón-Santos will serve as Sabbatical 

Pastor. He will lead worship, moderate Session, provide emergency pastoral care and offer 

support to the congregation’s renewal activities.  

 

First Presbyterian applied for and received a grant from the Lilly Endowment to fund Miriam 

and Glenn’s travels and time away as well as providing funds for the congregation to use for 

pastoral coverage.  

  

Fellowship opportunities - during these four months, as long as COVID levels remain low, the 

congregation will benefit from various opportunities for fellowship and a chance to reconnect 

encouraging deeper ties. Members are encouraged to nourish and care for each other in an even 

more intentional way during this sabbatical and continue to do so. Look for fellowship 

opportunities in the eblasts and the bulletins AND sign up! 

 

Check out more at firstpresalbany.org/sabbatical-news/ 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                            Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator 

                                                                     Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                                         

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 
Sunday, 11:30 a.m.   Fellowship Time   

April 24         

 

Monday          1:00 p.m.   Covenant Group Meeting 

                       

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

                       11:30 a.m.   Clergy Meeting 

                         6:30 p.m.   FOCUS Board Meeting 

   
Wednesday 12:00 p.m.   Endowment Subcommittee Meeting 

                         7:00 p.m.   Trouble the Water 

                         7:30 p.m.   Dads’ Small Group 

 
Thursday 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 12:30 p.m.   Finger Labyrinth Walk and Meditation 

                         6:30 p.m.   SWAT Team Meeting 

                         7:00 p.m.   Soloist/ Choir Rehearsal 

 

Next Sunday,   9:15 a.m. Adult Education via Zoom 

May 1               9:15 a.m. Children’s Education via Zoom 

                          9:30 a.m. Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

                        10:30 a.m. Worship Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

                        11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

                        12:30 p.m.  CROP Walk 
  


