
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 2021  

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 
  

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 
 

 

 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church on Christmas Eve. We are glad that you’re here. If 

you’re a visitor, please fill out one of the yellow visitor cards and place it in one of the offering 

boxes at the back of the sanctuary as you leave so that we can stay in touch with you! 
 

Tonight’s Service of Lessons and Carols is based upon a traditional service that originated at 

Kings College Chapel in Cambridge, England, in 1918. 

 

Thank you for wearing a mask, only sitting close to those you came with and not singing. We 

are trying to reduce the risk of spreading COVID. Since we are not able to control for mask 

quality, correct mask wearing, reasonable volume and vaccination status, we ask that you do not 

sing. Since we are able to control for these variables with those under the direction of our 

Director of Music, they will be singing. We encourage you to take your bulletin home and sing 

the hymns at that time. 

 

 
  



 
 

Prelude                                   

              

              O Harken Ye                           Alfred Burt 

Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney, 

 Joshua Gurwitz, Henry Burke, soloists 

  O hearken ye who would believe, the gracious tidings now receive: 

Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

  

The mighty Lord of heav’n and earth today is come to human birth! 

Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

  

O hearken ye who long for peace, your troubled searching now may cease! 

Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

  

For at his cradle you shall find God’s healing grace for all mankind. 

Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

  

O hearken ye who long for love and turn your hearts to God above. 

Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

  

The angel’s song the wonder tells: now love incarnate with us dwells! 

Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

Jesu Parvule                          Alfred Burt 

Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney, 

 Joshua Gurwitz, Henry Burke, soloists 

Jesu par-vu-le, on thy couch of hay. 

Greet we thee today, sweet Son of Mary. 

Be thy slumber deep while fair angels keep 

vigil o’er thy sleep, blest Babe of Mary. 

  

‘Tis thy joy to see Kings on bended knee, 

off’ring gifts to thee, sweet Son of Mary. 

But thou may’st not know what these gifts fore-show 

of they future woe, blest Babe of Mary. 

  

Let this gold the while with its glint beguile, 

thy dear lips to smile, sweet Son of Mary. 

May no shadow gray, cloud one happy day 

of thine infant play, blest Babe of Mary. 

 

             

 



 

 

 

      To Us a Child Is Born              Franz Tunder 

Joshua Gurwitz, tenor 

To us a child is born, 

and to us has brought back the light, 

brought to us that which we had lost. 

 

Sing ye, sing unto this little Child, 

lovely Jesus Christ, 

O let me ever love thee, my Lord. 

Lovely little Child, Jesus Christ. 

 

Maria Wiegenlied - The Virgin’s Slumber Song Text, Martin Boelitz 

        (sung in German)    Trans., Teschemacher 

    Fiona McKinney, alto      Music, Max Reger 

Amid the roses Mary sits and rocks her Jesus-Child 

while amid the treetops sighs the breeze so warm and mild 

and soft and sweetly sings a bird upon the bough 

Ah, Baby, dear one, slumber now! 

 

Happy is thy laughter; holy is thy silent rest 

lay thy head in slumber fondly on thy mother’s breast 

Ah, Baby, dear one, slumber now! 

 

Gesu Bambino      Pietro Yon 

Michael Lister, tenor 

  When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows upon a winter night 

was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light. 

  

The angels sang, the shepherds sang the grateful earth rejoiced 

and at his blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced. 

  

O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 

Christ the Lord. 

  

Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night 

that gave the world its Christmas Rose, its King of Love and Light. 

  

Let ev’ry voice acclaim his name the grateful chorus swell 

from paradise to earth he came that we with him might dwell. 



  

  

O Holy Night    Adolphe Adam 

Carla Fisk, soprano 

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining. 

It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth! 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

till he appear’d and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices 

for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

 

Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices 

Oh night divine, Oh night when Christ was born 

Oh night divine, Oh night divine 

 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming 

with glowing hearts by his cradle we stand, 

so led by light of a star sweetly gleaming. 

Here come the wise men from Orient land 

The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger 

In all our trials born to be our friend 

 

Truly he taught us to love one another 

his law is love and his gospel is peace. 

Chains shall he break for the slave is our brother 

and in his name all oppression shall cease, 

sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 

let all within us praise his holy name! 

 

 



*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

 

Carol No. 140 Once in Royal David’s City IRBY  

   Stanza 1—Carla Fisk, soloist 

Stanza 2—Chancel Choir 

 
 

Call to Worship     

One:  An unmarried teenage girl was invited— 

 All:  to carry Christ into this world. 

One:  An ordinary carpenter was invited— 

 All:  to be a father to a child unlike any other. 

One:  The shepherds were invited— 

 All:  outcast and isolated, included at the manger. 

One:  The Magi were invited— 

 All:  foreigners and seekers, included at the manger. 

One:  And if she were invited, and if he were invited, and if they were invited— 

 All:  then we can trust that we too are invited. 

One:  This story is for us. 

 All:  This love is for us. 

One:  Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home. 

 

 

 



 

*Carol No. 133   O Come, All Ye Faithful  ADESTE FIDELES 

(Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

*Opening Prayer (In Unison) 

 God of all time and space, whose entry into human history on this tiny planet we 

celebrate in silent wonder, open our ears to the songs of angels, our hearts to the  

 good news of great joy, our eyes to see you wherever you may appear. Then, in our 

amazement, grant us the will and courage to share our experiences in ways that will 

make a difference in our world, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Words of Welcome        Glenn D. Leupold 

 

 

THE STORY OF OUR SALVATION IN LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

The First Lesson Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

Harriet Seeley 

 

Choral Response O Gladsome Light  Louis Bourgeois 

Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney,  

Joshua Gurwitz, Henry Burke, soloists 

O gladsome light, O grace of God the Father’s face, 

the eternal splendor wearing; 

celestial, holy, blest, our Savior Jesus Christ,  

joyful in thine appearing. 

 

 



 

Now, ere day fadeth quite, we see the evening light,  

our wonted hymn outpouring; 

O Lord of might unknown, Thee, God’s incarnate Son,  

and Holy Spirit adoring. 

 

To thee of right belongs all praise of holy songs,  

O Son of God, Lifegiver; 

Thee, therefore, O Most High, the world doth glorify,  

and shall exalt forever. 

 

The Second Lesson The Messiah will be from the House of Jesse      Isaiah 11:1‒9 

   Lillie McLaughlin 

 

*Carol No. 373 O Day of Peace JERUSALEM 
(Choir Singing Only) 

 

 

The Third Lesson    The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem Micah 5:2‒5a 

   Lee Helsby  

   

Choral Response  Christ is Born in Bethlehem    Craig Carnahan  

Gently falls the winter snow, earth lies silently below, 

while the tender plant appears, promis’d long by holy Seers. 

 

Hail the ever blessed morn, hail the day that Christ was born; 

tell it thro’ Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 



 As we watched at dead of night, Lo! we saw a wondrous sight, - 

angels singing Peace on Earth, telling of the Saviour’s birth. 

 

Hail the ever blessed morn, hail the day that Christ was born; 

tell it thro’ Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

      

The Fourth Lesson The Angel Gabriel visits Mary Luke 1:26‒35, 38 

   Roseline Takor 

 

*Carol No. 100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout STAR OF COUNTY DOWN     

(Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

The Fifth & Sixth Lessons The baby is born  Luke 2:1‒7  

   The shepherds go to the manger  Luke 2:8‒20  

   Miriam Lawrence Leupold 



 

Choral Response                          The Blessed Son of God  Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney,  

Joshua Gurwitz, Henry Burke, soloists 

The blessed son of God only in a crib full poor did lie; 

with our poor flesh and our poor blood 

was clothed that everlasting good. 

Kyrie eleison. 

 

The Lord Christ Jesu, God’s son dear, 

was a guest and a stranger here; 

us for to bring from misery, 

that we might live eternally. 

Kyrie eleison. 

 

All this did he for us freely, for to declare his great mercy; 

all Christendom be merry therefore, 

and give him thanks for evermore. 

Kyrie eleison. 

 

The Seventh Lesson The wise men are led by the star to Jesus Matthew 2:1‒12 

Glenn D. Leupold 

 

Choral Response A Stable Lamp is Lighted  Michael Hurd 

A stable lamp is lighted whose glow shall wake the sky 

the stars shall bend their voices and every stone shall cry 

and every stone shall cry and straw like gold will shine 

a barn shall harbour heaven, a stall become a shrine 

 

This child through David’s city will ride in triumph by 

the palm shall strew its branches and every stone shall cry  

and every stone shall cry, though heavy, dull and dumb 

and lie within the roadway to pave the Kingdom come 

 

Yet he shall be forsaken and yielded up to die 

the sky shall groan and darken and every stone shall cry 

and every stone shall cry for thorny hearts of men 

God’s blood upon the spearhead, God’s love refused again 

  

But now as at the ending, the low is lifted high 

the stars will bend their voices and every stone shall cry 

and every stone shall cry in praises of the child 

by whose descent among us the worlds are reconciled 

 



Homily                                                                     Miriam Lawrence Leupold 

 

Christmas Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer                                           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Offering and Prayer of Dedication 

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.  

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or  

       scan the QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and 

       hold it over this box/the QR code to donate online).   

 

 

The Eighth Lesson        The mystery of the incarnation in poetry John 1:1‒5 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

After the Pastors light their candles, the congregation is invited to turn on their candles.   

 

Carol No. 122 Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT 

 Please rise in body or spirit at the beginning of the second stanza 

(Choir Singing Only) 
 

1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild,  

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

*2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia: 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”  

 

*3. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

 

*Moment of Silence 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Litany 

One: If you choose, you can be instruments of hope in the world. 

 All: We so choose, so we go to spread  

        the hope and promise of a coming child. 

One: If you choose, you can counter the voices of anxiety and despair in the world. 

 All: We so choose, so we sing songs of hope  

         because the world can be changed.  

One: If you choose, you can fight against  

         the fear that freezes the heart of many. 

 All: We so choose, so we will tell of the love  

         that conquers fear, the love of a child in a manger.  

One: The choice is ours to make, how we live into the possibilities of Christmas. 

 All: We do not live out the choice by our own strength 

         for God is always present with us. 

One: Go with God, who feeds our hopes and quiets our fears. 

 All: Always and everywhere. 

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

 *Carol No. 134 Joy to the World! ANTIOCH 

(Choir Singing Only) 

 

 

*Postlude       In Dulci Jubilo BWV 729  J.S. Bach 

 



  
The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938.  

Call to Worship adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

A Christmas Greeting 
 

The pastors, staff, elders and deacons of the First Presbyterian Church wish you a blessed 

Christmas and a peaceful, healthy new year.  We hope that you will return to worship virtually 

with us tomorrow morning, Christmas Day, December 25, at 11:00am. This service will 

contain lots of carols, prayers, and a story. Join us at First Presbyterian Church of Albany 

Facebook page for the service. Our Sunday service on December 26 will be virtual as well. 

We’ll be led in worship by people from the Synod of the Northeast. You can tune in anytime 

Sunday morning at https://www.synodne.org/christmastide-worship.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Serving you tonight as Ushers and Greeters are 

David Chapin, Ann Hannay, Dave Hannay, Amy Jenal, Kathie Keck, Harriet Seeley 
 

Serving you on January 2 at 10:30 a.m. is Usher/Greeter Team A 

Joanne Gascoyne, Richard Gascoyne, David Hannay, Ann Hannay 

Amy Jenal & Kathie Keck 
 

 Serving you on January 2 as Scripture Readers are 

Judy and Don Mark 

https://www.synodne.org/christmastide-worship


The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Revised by Session 

November 16, 2004 

 

 
Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

If you would like to receive our weekly “eblast” 

– email with information and links to events—

please let us know using the QR code. 
 

We welcome children to our worship services. Nursery care 

for children age birth through kindergarten is not currently 

provided. We hope to provide care in the near future as 

guidelines allow.  

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook. You can also view previous services on Facebook  

and our website firstpresalbany.org.  

 

 

SUNDAY EDUCATION SCHEDULE will resume January 9 

Adult Education at 9:00am 
Youth Education at 9:00am 

Children’s Education at 9:15am  

Join us via Zoom (links are in the Thursday eblasts) 

 

 
 

Offerings can be placed in the receptacles in the 

 back of the sanctuary, mailed to the church  

(362 State St. Albany, NY 12210), made online at 

firstpresalbany.org/donate/ or by scanning this QR code. 

  

 

https://firstpresalbany.org/
https://firstpresalbany.org/donate/


 

 

Join us at First Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of our Savior 

at Christmas, and as we move into the new year. 
 

 

Join us Christmas Day, December 25 

Worship Service at 11am 

Livestreaming on Facebook 

 
Join us (even in your pjs!) for worship – lots of carol singing,  

scripture lessons, a story sermon and prayers. 

Go to firstpresalbany.org for link and bulletin. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Join us on the 2nd Day of Christmas, December 26 

Worship Service with Synod of the Northeast 

 https://www.synodne.org/christmastide-worship 

  
* * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Join us on the 9th Day of Christmas, January 2 

 Worship Service at 10:30am 

In-person and livestreaming! 

Fellowship Time to follow 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Join us on Sunday, January 9 

for education, worship and fellowship 

  

Adult Education at 9:00am 
Youth Education at 9:00am 

Children’s Education at 9:15am  

Join us via Zoom (in eblast) 
  

  Worship Service at 10:30am 

In-person and livestreaming! 

Fellowship Time to follow 

 

 

https://firstpresalbany.org/
https://www.synodne.org/christmastide-worship
https://www.synodne.org/christmastide-worship
https://www.synodne.org/christmastide-worship


The Poinsettias in the Chancel are given to the Glory of God 

 and in Memory or Honor of Loved Ones  

by Members and Friends of the Congregation 
 

 

Given by:                                                             In Honor of: 

Molly Dowell Baum                                                 Bertha Dowell 

Richard & Joanne Gascoyne                                     Our Children & Grandchildren 

Carol & Roger Green                                                Loved Ones 

Annette Johnson Marilyn Hayes,  

                                                                                  Stephen Johnson  

                                                                                  Carolyn Walker 

Jamie Mamone                                                          Isabella & Giavonna 

John Myers                                                                Jim & Sara Myers 

Don & Stephanie Ragone                                          Our Children & Grandchildren 

David & Roseline Takor                                           Mama Emilia Takor 

 
 

 

Given by:                                                             In Memory of: 

Children & Grandchildren    Dr. Charles H. Kite “Ga” 

Bruce Brynolfson      Bill Cornell & Ethel Spinks 

David Chapin                                                            Hazel Chapin 

        Jess Chapin 

Leslie & Dwight Cheu     Simon Clement Cheu 

Molly Dowell Baum     Ed & Betty Prigel  

                 Rex Dowell 

Rob & Marilyn Dreher     Emerita Domenecti 

Pat & Roger Fritts      Jennifer Fox 

Ron Geuther       Darwin Geuther 

Betsy Hadden & Owen Gilbo    Heavenly loved ones  

          Gratitude for Family & Friends 

Ann Songayllo Hannay     John & Priscilla Dyer 

                                                                Aunt Elizabeth Dyer 

David Hannay      Margaret Hannay 

Lee Helsby       Keith Barber 

Amy Jenal       Charles Jenal 

Annette Johnson      Walter & Madeleine Johnson 

Kathie Keck       Bob & Jeannette Antenucci 

        Patricia & Anthony Piccirillo 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Given by:                                                             In Memory of: 

Judy & Don Mark      Ellen B. Guernsey  

Orvilla D. Yost 

Elizabeth H. Rally  

Laura A. Greene     

John Myers       Jim & Allen Myers 

        Max & Katharine Kaplan 

Vaughn Nevin      Rev. Dr. Hugh Nevin 

David Nichols      Jean Nichols Garrow 

Sierra Pratt       Kenneth Kinney 

Don & Stephanie Ragone     Our Parents & Grandparents 

Peg (Foye) Schalit      Liz & Howie Foye 

Harriet Seeley      Mary & Jay Seeley 

        Dan Carroll 

Dwight & Rachel Smith     Rev. Dr. Hugh Nevin 

David & Roseline Takor     Mr. Daniel Takor  

        Mama Martha Abunaw 

Eric & Michelle Hutchins Weinhold   Richard & Paula Hutchins 

David Wood       Gloria Wood 

Barbara Woodruff      Joel Woodruff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                 Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                 Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director  

Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist                                                                   Kevin Goolsby, Custodian 

Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator                                                 Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Director                                                                     

                                                   

362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                                                                                                                                             Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

info@firstpresalbany.org

