
 

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

December 12, 2021 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, NY 
 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor   

    The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 
 

Prelude                                   Prelude on ‘Conditor alme siderum’             Richard Warner 

 

Welcome & Announcements  

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Advent Candle Lighting         Sopranos: Sharon Steffens, Annette Johnson  

                & Cenzi Brynolfson 

   

*Call to Worship  

 One: Thus says the high and exalted one, the God of the universe, 

  All: “I am beyond human understanding.   

               I am beyond labels of gender and nation.  

 One:  I am the creator of the beasts of the jungle and ocean, 

  All:  and of the countless galaxies in the depths of space. 

     One:  Yet I am also the God who hears your cries. 

  All:  I am the God who knocks the powerful from their thrones.   

               I fill the hungry. I am the God of those whose hearts are broken;  

               whose hope is broken. 

 One:  I am the God who comes to be with you, for you are my beloved one.” 

  All:  We await the chosen one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

     One:  Let us worship the living God. 

 



 

 

*Hymn No. 104                             O Lord, How Shall I Meet You      VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

                                                                                        (Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession  

       God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We  

       confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring  

       your promised judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth,  

       and refuse your justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to  

       welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge  

       the world. Amen 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 

      

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 

 

 

 



 

 

The Word  

 

Old Testament Lesson              Isaiah 12:2–6 (O.T., pp. 641–642)                          Kaylee Kite          

       One: The word of the Lord           

        All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Lesson                                  Luke 3:7–18 (N.T., p. 74)             Lillie MacLaughlin 

       One: The gospel of the Lord           

        All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Anthem   How Beautiful Upon the Mountains John Stainer 

                                             Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney,  

    Joshua Gurwitz, Henry Burke, soloists             

       How beautiful upon the mountains 

       are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 

       that publisheth peace; that publisheth salvation; 

       that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

 

New Testament Lesson             Philippians 4:4–7 (N.T., p. 198)                      

       One: The word of the Lord           

        All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                                    Boundless Peace                             Glenn D. Leupold 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 87                        Comfort, Comfort Now My People                           GENEVAN 42 

                                                                                   (Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

Prayers of the People   

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You make   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave. You  

       may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or  

       scan the QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and 

       hold it over this box/the QR code to donate online).   

 

Prayer of Dedication  

 

 

https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.107.20/tmb.275.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/qr-code-150x150.png


 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving)  
 

Invitation 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with these spoken responses) 

 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     

 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

         

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

The congregation partakes of their individually-wrapped communion elements. The 

bread is under plastic wrap on the top. The juice is in the cup and reached by pulling 

back the plastic wrap.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communion Music  A Christmas Carol Norman Dello Joio 

  Carla Fisk, soprano  

       The Christ child lay on Mary’s lap his hair was like a light. 

       O weary, weary were the world, but here, here is all aright. 

 

       The Christ child lay on Mary’s breast, his hair was like a star.  

       O stern and cunning are the kings, but here the true hearts are. 

 

       The Christ child lay on Mary’s heart, his hair was like a fire. 

       Weary, weary is the world but here the world's desire. 

 

       The Christ child stood at Mary’s knee, his hair was like a crown. 

       And all the flowers looked up at him and all the stars looked down. 

 

       O weary, weary were the world, but here the world is aright, the world is aright.  

 

Prayer after Communion (Unison) 

        Mighty God, holy is your name. We thank you for gathering us at the table and  

       feeding us with the bread of life. As we leave this table to go to the many places where    

       you call us, send your Spirit to accompany us, so that we may share in your  

       magnificent work: lifting up those who are laid low, showing mercy to all in need of  

       human kindness, and feeding the bodies and hearts of all those who are hungry.  

       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending  
 

*Hymn No. 373                                   O Day of Peace                                             JERUSALEM 

                                                                                 (Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

*Benediction  
  

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Amen.  

 

*Responsive Hymn No. 92 v.1      While We Are Waiting, Come                             WAITING (Cason)

                                                           (Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Postlude                                             Rhapsody on ‘Helmsley’           Lloyd Webber 

 

We ask that everyone leave the building following the ushers’ instructions. 

Please join us for Fellowship Time on Willett Street, weather permitting, or in Assembly Hall. 

 
The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Education Schedule 

9:00–9:45 Adult Education via zoom 

9:00–9:45 Youth Education via zoom 

9:15–9:45 Sunday School (Kindergarten through Grade 5) via zoom 

5:00 High School Youth Gathering 

The zoom links are available in the Thursday eblast(email). 

Contact info@firstpresalbany.org to be added to the eblast list. 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team E: 

FPC Youth 

 

Serving you today as offering counters: Owen Gilbo & David Takor 

 

Serving you on December 19 is Usher/Greeter Team F: 

Diane Cornell, Susan Haney, 

Lee Helsby, Harriet Seeley & Cynthia Winter 

 

Serving you on December 19 as Scripture Readers are: 

Rob Dreher & Harriet Seeley 

 

Serving you as offering counters on December 19:   

Jeff Durgee & Ann Hannay 

mailto:info@firstpresalbany.org


 

 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We hope to provide care 

in the near future as guidelines allow.  

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington 

Park. There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just 

west of Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 
 

 

In-person worship reminder with COVID-19 case numbers going up again 

locally, it’s especially important to follow the direction from Session that social 

distancing be maintained during in-person worship. This means maintaining at 

least a 6-foot distance between people in the pews, unless they live in the same 

household. 

 

 

Finger Labyrinth Walks and Meditations occur each Thursday in 

December at 12:30pm via Zoom. Pastor Miriam, Certified Advanced 

Labyrinth Facilitator, leads each session. and our time together is 30 

minutes. This time is open to all, whether you’ve walked a labyrinth in 

the past or not. Register using the link in the weekly eblasts for Thursday, 

December 16, to receive the zoom link. Please have a 

Finger Labyrinth available - you can download a paper version if you 

don’t have your own using a link in the eblast or Jamie in the church 

office. Join us! 

 

  

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Revised by Session 

November 16, 2004 



 

 

Announcements 

The Youth are updating their space on the 2nd floor! We are looking for donations 

of gently used items to update & refresh the space. Please contact Molly at 

mdowellbaum@firstpresalbany.org if you have any of the following to donate: 

Large TV to hang on wall (that works with Roku), 

Roku,  

wall mount for large TV, 

Area rugs, 

Plants and/or hanging contraptions for plants, 

Individual seating (bean bags, gaming chairs, comfortable armchairs), 

Cushions for floor sitting. 

************ 

FOCUS Churches Book Study 

Stride Toward Freedom 

Wednesdays in January 2022 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

  

Please join us for a four-part conversation on Stride Toward 

Freedom: The Montgomery Story, Martin Luther King's 

classic account of the first successful large-scale act of 

nonviolent resistance in America: the Montgomery bus 

boycott. A young Dr. King wrote Stride Toward Freedom just 

2 years after the successful completion of the boycott. In his memoir about the 

event, he tells the stories that informed his radical political thinking before, during, 

and after the boycott—from first witnessing economic injustice as a teenager and 

watching his parents experience discrimination to his decision to begin working 

with the NAACP. Throughout, he reflects on how his Christian faith inspired and 

sustained his activism, and how his activism shaped his faith. 

  

Structured conversation will be facilitated by Joe Paparone, who is the Lead 

Organizer for the Labor-Religion Coalition and a long-time friend of FOCUS. 

January 5 – the context of Montgomery and integration in 1955 

January 12 – nonviolence and social change 

January 19 – the role of faith communities 

January 26 – King’s development between Montgomery and the Poor People’s 

Campaign 

 

Books may be purchased through  the Open Door Bookstore in Schenectady. 

(opendoor-bookstore.com) or may be available through your local library. 

We'll meet on Zoom, Wednesday evenings in January, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Advance Registration required. Click on like in Thursday’s eblast to register.  
 

mailto:Mdowellbaum@firstpresalbany.org
https://firstpresalbany.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb3f284ddc86841cbd7822bec&id=481d83c9e6&e=d638cc9d28


 

 

 

Join us at First Presbyterian Church, 

in-person or online on Facebook,  

as we journey toward Bethlehem during Advent, the season of waiting,  

as we celebrate the birth of our Savior at Christmas, 

and as we move into the new year. 

 

 

Thursday, December 16, Blue Christmas Service 

Combined service of FOCUS churches 

6:30 pm at The First Church, 110 N. Pearl St. 

 

Sunday, December 19, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9:00 Education for Youth and Adults via zoom 

9:15 Education for children via zoom 

10:10 Carol Singing on Willett Street 

10:30 Worship Service 

11:30 Fellowship Time 

11:45 – 12:45 Carol Sing in the Parking Lot 

 

Friday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

7:15 pm Musical Prelude 

7:30 pm A Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

Saturday, December 25, Christmas Day 

11:00 am Worship Service online only 

Join us to hear a story, sing carols and pray! 

 

Sunday, December 26, Second Day of Christmas 

Virtual Worship Service provided by 

The Synod of the Northeast 

details to follow 

 

Sunday, January 2, Ninth Day of Christmas 

10:30am Worship Service 

11:30am Fellowship Time 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                                       Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                 Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director 

Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist                                                                   Kevin Goolsby, Custodian 

Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator                                                         Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                     

                                                   

362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                                                                                                                           Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 

Sunday, 12/12     11:30am   Fellowship Time  

                             11:30am   High School Youth Christmas Party 

 

Monday, 12/13    1:00pm   Covenant Group 

 

Tuesday, 12/14    9:00am   Men’s Bible Study via zoom 

                           11:30am   Clergy Meeting 

                             1:00pm   Staff Party 

                             6:30pm   Capital Region Poor People’s Campaign 

                             7:00pm   Joint Session-Deacon Meeting 

                                    

Wednes., 12/15 10:00am   Women to Women Small Group 

 

 Thurs., 12/16     7:00am   Men’s Bible Study 

                          12:30pm   Finger Labyrinth Walk & Meditation 

                            6:30pm   Blue Christmas Service at First Church in Albany 

                            7:15pm   Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, 12/12    9:00am   Adult Education via Zoom 

                            9:00am   Youth Education Via Zoom 

                            9:15am   Children’s Education via Zoom 

                            9:45am   Soloist Rehearsal 

      10:10am   Carol Singing on Willett Street 

                          10:30am   In-Person Worship Service and 

                                           Live Streaming Worship Service on Facebook 

                          11:30am   Fellowship Time  

                          11:45am   Carol Sing in Parking Lot 

                            5:00pm   High School Youth Gathering 
 

 


