
 

 

REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY  

November 21, 2021 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, NY 
 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor   

    The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 
 

Prelude                                             Prelude on St. Columba                  M. Searle Wright 

 

Welcome & Announcements          Eric Weinhold  

  

Ringing of the Bell 

   

*Call to Worship  

       One:  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

        All:  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

       One:  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

        All:  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

                 for they will be filled. 

       One:  Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

        All:  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

       One:  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

        All:  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

                for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

       One:  We are the salt of the earth, the light of the world. 

        All:  We will let our light shine before others,  

                 and our shining will give glory to God. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

*Hymn No. 749                                   Come! Live in the Light!                          WE ARE CALLED 

                                                                                        (Only Soloists Singing) 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession  

       One:  Creating God, you knit our bodies: 

         All: Black bodies, Brown bodies, White bodies  

       One:  Bodies created in love and meant to be loved. 

         All: Our trans bodies, Queer bodies, Cisgender bodies, Straight bodies. 

       One:  Our bodies were created in love and meant to be loved. 

         All: And yet, we have upheld these lies: 

                 Black bodies are deficient 

                 Brown bodies are illegal 

                 White bodies are superior 

                 Trans bodies are fundamentally flawed 

                 Queer bodies are over-sexualized 

                 Only Cisgender bodies are natural 

                 Only Straight bodies are normal 

       One:  We have borne these lies from our thoughts, passed them on to our   

                 children, sputtered them from our mouths, spat them at our neighbors. We have  



 

 

                 turned them in upon ourselves and out against one another. Like poison, they  

                 consume us, so that the truth that we are your beloved children is lost. 

         All: Forgive us, O God, for believing these lies, for internalizing them, and for  

                 upholding systems which reinforce them. 

                 Forgive us for forgetting this truth: that our bodies were created in love    

                 and meant to be loved, and that we are your beloved children. Amen. 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 

      

The Word  

 

Old Testament Lesson               Genesis 28:10–22 (O.T., p. 25)                           Sue Haney 

       One: The word of the Lord           

        All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 90                                                (O.T., p. 547–548)                 Carol Bullard 

       One: The word of the Lord   

        All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem                                              How Great Thou Art                                                 Carl Boberg                                                                                                                             

                                                  Carla Fisk, soprano                                  

       Oh Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 

       consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 

       I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 

       thy power throughout the universe displayed 

       then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 

       how great Thou art, how great Thou art 

        

       And when I think that God, his Son not sparing 

       sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 

       that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing 

       he bled and died to take away my sin 

       then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 

       how great Thou art, how great Thou art 

        

       When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation 

       and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 

       then I shall bow, in humble adoration 

       and then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art 



 

 

       then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 

       how great Thou art, how great Thou art 

 

New Testament Lesson                  Acts 2:1–21 (N.T., p. 119)                      

       One: The word of the Lord           

        All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                              I Dream of a Church…                         Eric Fagans 
 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 840                               When Peace Like a River                            VILLE DU HAVRE 

                                                                                  (Only Soloists Singing) 

 
 

 

A Prayer of Remembrance  

 

 

 



 

 

Prayers of the People   

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You make   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave. You  

       may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or  

       scan the QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and 

       hold it over this box/the QR code to donate online).   

 

Prayer of Dedication  

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving)  
 

Invitation 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with these spoken responses) 

 

One: … who forever sing to the glory of your name.     

 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

         

https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.107.20/tmb.275.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/qr-code-150x150.png


 

 

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

The congregation partakes of their individually-wrapped communion elements. The 

bread is under plastic wrap on the top. The juice is in the cup and reached by pulling 

back the plastic wrap.  

 

Communion Music  Come and Taste Alice Parker 

  Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney,  

                                              Joshua Gurwitz, Henry Burke, soloists  

       Come and taste along with me, consolation flowing free,  

       from the Lord’s almighty throne, sweeter than the honeycomb.  

       I’ll praise God and you praise God, and we’ll all praise God together;  

       we’ll praise the Lord for the work that has been done,  

       and we’ll bless God’s name forever.  

 

       All that come with free good will make the banquet sweeter still;  

       now I go to mercy’s door, asking for a little more.  

       I’ll praise God and you praise God, and we’ll all praise God together;  

       we’ll praise the Lord for the work that has been done,  

       and we’ll bless God’s name forever.  

 

       Goodness running like a stream through new Jerusalem,  

       by a constant breaking forth sweetens earth and heaven both.  

       I’ll praise God and you praise God, and we’ll all praise God together;  

       we’ll praise the Lord for the work that has been done,  

       and we’ll bless God’s name forever.  

 

       O, return ye sons of grace, turn and see God’s smiling face.  

       Hark, God calls all people home, that they may no longer roam. 

       I’ll praise God and you praise God, and we’ll all praise God together;  

       we’ll praise the Lord for the work that has been done,  

       and we’ll bless God’s name forever.  

 

  



 

 

Prayer after Communion  

 One: In gratitude, deep gratitude, for this moment, this meal, these people, we give  

          ourselves to you. Take us out as changed people, because we have shared the  

          Living Bread and cannot remain the same. 

  All: Ask much of us, expect much from us, enable much by us and encourage  

          many through us. 

          So Lord, may we live to your glory, both as inhabitants of earth and  

          citizens of the commonwealth of heaven.  Amen. 

 

 

The Sending  
 

*Hymn No. 834                          Precious Lord, Take My Hand                          PRECIOUS LORD 

                                                                                (Only Soloists Singing) 

 
 

*Benediction  
  

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Amen.  

 

  



 

 

* Responsive Hymn No.  541  God Be with You Till We Meet Again                    RANDOLPH 

                                                           (Only Soloists Singing) 

 
 

Postlude           Chorale on “Nun Danket Alle Gott”, Op. 65, No. 59      Sigfried Karg-Elert 

 

Please join us on Willett Street for Fellowship Time, weather permitting. 

 
The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team B: 

Susanne Freeman, Kate Pruzek, Bob Stevens,  

Linda Stevens & Alison Stonebly 

 

Serving you today as offering counters: Yousaf Mathias & Laura Schultz 

 

Serving you on November 28 is Usher/Greeter Team C: 

Jeff Durgee, Ray Henrikson,  

Rachel Smith & Roseline Takor 

 

Serving you on November 28 as Scripture Readers are: 

Roger Green & Kendra Smith-Howard 

 

Serving you as offering counters on November 28:   

David Takor & David Wood 



 

 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We hope to provide care 

in the near future as guidelines allow.  

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington 

Park. There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just 

west of Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 
 

 

In-person worship reminder with COVID-19 case numbers going up again locally, it’s 

especially important to follow the direction from Session that social distancing be maintained 

during in-person worship. This means maintaining at least a 6-foot distance between people in 

the pews, unless they live in the same household. 

 

 

Sunday Education Schedule 

9:00–9:45 Adult Education via zoom 

9:00–9:45 Youth Education via zoom 

9:15–9:45 Sunday School (Kindergarten through Grade 5) via zoom 

5:00 High School Youth Gathering 

The zoom links are available in the Thursday eblast(email). 

Contact info@firstpresalbany.org to be added to the eblast list. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Revised by Session 

November 16, 2004 

mailto:info@firstpresalbany.org


 

 

Announcements

 

 

 

 

 

                                           Many thanks to all who filled 

                                             out a financial pledge card 
for 2022 in worship or sent it to the church.  

We have received 100 pledges to date totaling $ 275,866.  

This represents 9 new pledges and one-third of the pledges increased. 

 

If you have not submitted your pledge card, we hope you will do so soon. 

We are counting on you! 
If you didn’t receive a pledge card OR cannot find your card, 

contact the church office info@firstpresalbany.org for one you can fill out  

and send surface mail to the address listed.  

Another option is to go onto our website https://firstpresalbany.org/pledge/  

and fill out a pledge card online. 

 

************ 

 

Glenn and Miriam Lawrence Leupold are attending the baptism of their grandnephew today in 

Delaware. They’ll continue to Virginia to celebrate Thanksgiving with extended family. They’ll 

return to the church on Sunday, November 28. 

 

************ 

 

Poverty and lack of opportunity rob many people of their joy and make life a daily struggle just 

to survive. Through your fair-trade purchases, you can bring not only joy, but also opportunities 

and dignity to the families of artisans who produce beautiful, useful and unusual products that 

you, your family and friends will enjoy. 

This Advent and Christmas season please consider buying fair trade gifts from Mayan Hands at 

their website www.mayanhands.org.   Doing so will connect you, and the recipient of your special 

gift, to our sisters and brothers in Guatemala.  We are all our human family. We are all brothers 

and sisters in Christ, and Jesus asked his followers to love one another. You can shop on their 

website and they will ship the items to you or to your loved ones. You can include a gift message 

if you’d like. 

 

mailto:info@firstpresalbany.org
https://firstpresalbany.org/pledge/
http://www.mayanhands.org/


 

 

Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR), which honors the memory of those people 

murdered in acts of anti-transgender violence, is recognized annually on November 20. TDOR 

serves several purposes. It raises public awareness of hate crimes against transgender people, an 

action that current media doesn’t perform. TDOR publicly mourns and honors the lives of our 

transgender* siblings who might otherwise be forgotten. We express love and respect for 

transgender people in the face of national indifference and hatred. TDOR reminds us that trans 

people may be our children, parents, lovers, friends, acquaintances, church members, et al.  

 

*Transgender is used here as an umbrella term for transgender, non-binary, genderqueer, 

genderfluid, and agender.  

 

These are the names of the 46 people murdered in acts of anti-transgender violence since 

January 1, 2021: 

 

Jo Acker Marquiisha Lawrence 

Tyianna Alexander Tierramaarie Lewis 

Taya Ashton Natalia Smut Lopez 

Fifty Bandz Dominique Lucious 

Tiara Banks Zoella Rose Martinez 

Bianca“Muffin” Bankz Disaya Monaee 

Poe Black/Oliver Jackson 

Alexus Braxton 

Rikkey “Tru Starlet” Outumuro 

Jaida Peterson 

Jasmine Bright 

Jeffery Bright 

Krys Brandon Ruiz 

Diamond Kyree Sanders 

Chyna Carrillo Iris Santos 

Jahaira DeAlto Balenciaga Keeva Scatter 

Remy Fennell Royal Poetical Starz 

Jenna Franks Oliver Taylor 

Mel Robert Groves Tiffany Thomas 

Brianna Hamilton 

Thomas Hardin 

Jessi Heart 

Danny Henson 

Serenity Hollis 

Samuel Edmund Damian Valentin 

Shai Vanderpump 

Sophie Vasquez 

Keri Washington 

Novaa Ru Watson/ EJ Boykin 

Dominique Jackson Whispering Wind Bear Spirit 

Pooh Johnson 

Kier Lapri Kartier 

CoCo Chanel Wortham 

KC Wilson 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                                       Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                 Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director 

Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist                                                                   Kevin Goolsby, Custodian 

Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator                                                         Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                     

                                                   

362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                                                                                                                           Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 

Sunday, 11/21     5:00pm   High School Youth Gathering 

     

Monday, 11/22   1:00pm   Covenant Group 

 

Tuesday, 11/23   9:00am   Men’s Bible Study via zoom 

                              

Wednes., 11/24   7:00pm   Dads’ Small Group 

 

 Thurs., 11/25     Happy Thanksgiving 

                            Office Closed 

 

Friday, 11/26      Office Closed 

 

Sunday, 11/28    9:00am   Adult Education via Zoom 

                            9:00am   Youth Education Via Zoom 

                            9:15am   Children’s Education via Zoom 

                            9:15am   Soloist Rehearsal 

                          10:30am   In-Person Worship Service and 

                                           Live Streaming Worship Service on Facebook 

                          11:30am   Willett St Fellowship Time  

                            5:00pm   High School Youth Gathering 
 

 


