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Season of Creation                      11:30 AM                     Sept/Oct 2020 

 
Welcome to our outdoor worship. Please keep at least a 6 feet distance from 
one another. Keep your masks on, covering nose and mouth, at all times. 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
Officiant:  God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in 
truth. John 4:24 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
The Officiant reads one of the following collects: 

 
Creator God, out of the overflowing of you love you created all things with rich 
variety and great beauty, and entrusted us with responsibility for them; grant 
that we might so value all that you have given into our care that we may strive 
to sustain its blessings for all people for all time; through our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 

Lord of all the universe, through your incarnation in Christ you identified with 
the created order and proclaimed your love for the world:  assist us through 
your Son to respect and cherish the earth and all its creatures, through Jesus 
Christ who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Creator God, you reveal yourself to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, so as we 
gather in this place, come amongst us.  Help us to discern your spirit in the 
world around us.  Let us find joy in the world that you created. Help us to 
worship you with all our being, and to hear and receive your word and your 
gifts. As we think about our local community and the glory of the natural world 
may we respond to you in love for our neighbors and for your creation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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INVITATORY PSALM 
 
Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Leader and People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Psalm 67:1-5 Deus misereatur 

 
O God, be merciful to us and bless us,  
show us the light of your countenance and come to us. 
 
Let your ways be known upon earth,  
your saving health among all nations. 
 
Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you. 
 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  
for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide all the nations upon earth. 
 
Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you 
 
THE LESSONS  Read by the Officiant 

 
Week 1: Stewardship / Care of God’s Creation 
1 Peter 4: 7 – 11 and Luke 8: 11-15 

 
Week 2: Water / Loving God’s Gift of Water 

Revelation 22: 1 – 5 and John 4: 5 – 15 

 
Week 3: Land / Loving God’s Gift of the Land 
Acts 4: 32 – 37 and Mark 4: 26-34  
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Week 4: Biodiversity / Loving God’s Gift of Animal and Plant Diversity 
Revelation 5:  11-14 and Matthew 6:25 – 33 

 
Week 5: Dishonoring Creation / Forgetting to Care for God’s Creation 
2 Corinthians 5: 14-17 and John 6: 1-14 

 
CANTICLE  
Read together 

 
Canticle Q: A Song of Christ’s Goodness 
Anselm of Canterbury 
 
Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you;  
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 
 
Often you weep over our sins and our pride,  
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment. 
 
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds,  
in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us. 
 
Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life;  
by your anguish and labor we come forth in joy. 
 
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness;  
through your gentleness, we find comfort in fear. 
 
Your warmth gives life to the dead,  
your touch makes sinners righteous. 
 
Lord Jesus, in your mercy, heal us;  
in your love and tenderness, remake us. 
 
In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness,  
for the beauty of heaven, may your love prepare us. 
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MEDITATION  

The People are invited to observe a few minutes of silence. The Officiant or 
any member of the congregation may share a few words as they feel moved 
to. 
 
GENERAL CONFESSION 

 
Holy and merciful God, we confess that we have  failed to honor you by 
rightly claiming our kinship with all your creatures.  
 
We have walked heavily on your earth, overused and wasted its resources, 
taken for granted its beauty and abundance, and treated its inhabitants 
unjustly, holding future generations hostage to our greed.  
 
Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin.  
 

Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth as you desire and 

intend, with grateful and compassionate hearts, 
through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS   

 

Members of the congregation are invited to read one petition in turn and one 

at a time. All respond. 
 

For our brothers and sisters of the earth:  animals, birds, fish, plants and 

insects, may their humility and simplicity inspire us to live according to you 

will.  

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the animals who give us faithful companionship, joy when we are 

happy and comfort when we are sad.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the beauty of the earth, for the diversity of land and sea, for the 

resources of the earth. Give us the will to cherish this planet and to use its 

riches for the good and welfare of all. Lord, in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer. 
 

For the warmth of the sun, the light of the moon, the glory of the stars. We 

praise you for the formations of clouds, the radiance of dawn and sunset. 

Save us from wasting or abusing the energy on which all life depends. Open 

our eyes to behold your beauty, and our lips to praise your name. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

For the teeming life of the seas, and the flight of the birds. Help us to protect 

the environment so that all life may flourish. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

For the variety of animal life. Grant us grace to treat all animals with respect 

and care; to protect endangered species, to preserve the variety of habitats, 

and to honor the delicate balance of nature. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

For the land and fields of flowers; bless farmers, gardeners and all who till 

and care for the soil. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide us into a sustainable future, and give us the will to share the fruits of 

the world; teach us to cherish the water of the earth, and to conserve the 

seas, lakes and rivers. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

God creator of the universe, of the earth and sea, of the earth’s fruits and 

flowers, of all humans, habitats and creatures, help us to value and care for 

your world in all its beauty and fragility. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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Teach us to have an ever growing reverence for your bountiful creation and a 

sense of responsibility for its preservation. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

THE BLESSING 

The Officiant reads one of the following blessings 

 
God, who is the source of all goodness and growth, pour his blessing upon all 
created things, and upon you, God’s children, that you may use them to God’s 
glory and the welfare of all peoples; and may God the Father, who spoke the 
waters of the earth into being, and God the Son, who gives living water to all 
who would receive it, and God the Holy Spirit, who refreshes our souls 
continually, bless you that you might be a blessing to others, today and always. 
Amen. 
 
May God our creator, who clothes the lilies of the field and feeds the birds of 
the air, bestow on you has care and increase the harvest of your righteousness 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Officiant: Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the 
fruits of righteousness. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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Welcome to 
Christ Episcopal Church 
8710 Old Branch Ave. 

Clinton, MD  20735 
Phone:  301-917-9708    

Email:  christchurchclinton@verizon.net  
 

Staff and Officers 
Rev. Fanny Belanger, Priest-in-Charge    Email:  rev.fanny.belanger@outlook.com 
Dave Jackson, Senior Warden         Email:  davehndymn@verizon.net 
James Williams, Junior Warden           Email:  williaj1@verizon.net 
Deirdre Lee, Registrar            Email:  Deidreklee@yahoo.com 
Gregory Crowe, Director of Music      Email:  gregory.crowe51@gmail.com 
Bob Lau, Treasurer                   Email:  lelau@aol.com 
Bill Hicks, Treasurer               Email: williamhicks01@verizon.net 
Betty Barclay-Hurley, Part-time Parish Administrator   Email: betty4ggrands@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Mission Statement 
Don’t put God in a box.  With God, all things are possible. 

 


