
Arlington, April 24th, 2020

Dear friends,

I hope you and your families are as well as can be in this time being. Know that you are all in my
prayers everyday, with special prayers for those of you who have to go to work. I miss seeing you and
can’t wait to be able to come back to church and resume our worship and activities. As for now of
course, everybody is wondering when we are going to go “back to normal”, so I wanted to give you a
little more information about that:

This week, Bishop Mariann has sent to the clergy and wardens of each parish in the Diocese a letter
concerning a possible reopening of our churches. Bishop Mariann informs us that: “We will continue
our suspension of public worship and other activities until the State of Maryland and the District of
Columbia lift the mandatory closure of non-essential businesses and restrictions on public gatherings.
The District of Columbia’s order has been extended to May 15 (...) in Maryland, there is no set date” -
Which means that  for now, we can’t assume that we will open our church again by May 16 th, as
originally planned.

While churches remain closed, the Diocese of Washington is yet working on guidelines for “a phased
reopening (...) along with a check-list of measures for each congregation to complete before being
granted  permission  to  resume  public  worship  or  face-to-face  meetings”  (Such  measures  will
include  cleaning  policies,  plans  for  physical  distancing,  strategies  for  public  gatherings).  Bishop
Mariann adds that: “Given our geography and diverse populations, the process of re-opening may not
be uniform across the diocese, and officials have warned that we must also be prepared for re-closures
in the future.” For me, and in consultation with our Wardens and vestry,  I plan to be as careful as
possible concerning a re-opening at Christ Church since a lot of the people we serve are in higher risk
category. For the same reasons, we have to continue to avoid pastoral visits and to postpone funeral
services for now.

In the meantime I hope that, in spite of the physical distancing, you won’t hesitate to reach out to me if
necessary. I am happy to pray with you on the phone and share all of your concerns, for yourself and
your families or for our church. Please continue also to check in with one another and let me know
if you are aware of any difficult situation. My phone number is 571 431 9373. Deacon Joan is also
available and can be reached at 301 643 0613. I especially invite you to be touch if you are in need
of financial assistance. We can help you.  We have also available for you the groceries we have in
stock in the food pantry.

May God keep all of you safe and bring you strength and comfort until we can meet again in person.

With blessings,

Rev Fanny.


