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BLACK AND WHITE ISSUES  
Black and white issues are those issues the Bible speaks to _________________. 

GRAY AREAS  
With a gray area the Bible doesn’t speak _________________ or dogmatically on 
the issue.  

While it’s true that the Bible doesn’t specifically list every possible decision you’ll face 
in life, it does address all choices with _________________ that govern Christian 
freedom (what we can and can’t do).  

THREE LEVELS OF QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN WE ENCOUNTER “THE GRAY”  

FIRST CONSIDERATION: MYSELF (How would participation affect me personally?)  

1. Will it violate my _________________?  

In Romans 14:22-23 the apostle Paul wrote, “Blessed is the man who does not 
condemn himself by what he approves. 23 But the man who has doubts is condemned 
if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come 
from faith is sin.” NIV 

2. Will it bring _________________?  

In 1 Corinthians 6:12 the apostle Paul wrote, “Everything is permissible for me”—but 
not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for me”—but I will not be 
mastered by anything. NIV  

3. Will it _________________ me spiritually?  

In 1 Corinthians 10:23 the apostle Paul writes, “All things are lawful for me, but not all 
things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.” NKJV 
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LEVEL 2: THOSE WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH  
(How would participation affect my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ?)  

Would this potentially cause another believer _________________?  

Luke 17:1-3, Romans 14:13, 1 Corinthians 8:9, 12-13  

PRINCIPLE: _________________ limits liberty.  

LEVEL 3: THOSE OUTSIDE THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH  
(How would participation affect those who are not currently followers of Jesus?)  

Would this negatively affect my testimony to _________________?  

1 Corinthians 10:32, “Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the 
church of God…” NIV  

WHEN MY PERSONAL CONVICTIONS DIFFER FROM MY FRIENDS, HOW CAN I 
GUARD AGAINST MY DIFFERENCES BECOMING POINTS OF CONTENTION?  

Romans 14:1-4, Accept him whose faith is weak [i.e. him whose conscience is 
bothered by a particular issue], without passing judgment on disputable matters. One 
man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats 
only vegetables. The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does 
not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, 
for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To his own 
master he stands or falls…”  

Black and white is worth the fight. But if it’s gray, let it _________________.  




