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Zechariah’s Benedictus = Zechariah’s song of blessing (Luke 1:67-79)  

ZECHARIAH PRAISES GOD FOR TWO THINGS  

1. His mercy in keeping his __________________ with Abraham.  

Luke 1:72-73, “He has been merciful to our ancestors by remembering his sacred 
covenant— 73 the covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham.” NIV 

Promises of the Abrahamic Covenant  
• Promise 1: God would turn Abraham into a great nation.  
• Promise 2: God would give this great big nation a great big chunk of land.  
• Promise 3: God would bring forth from the nation and out of the land a Savior to 

save the people from the  

Fulfillment of Abrahamic Covenant  
• God turns Abraham into a great nation (Exodus 12 - Exodus 1).  
• God brings nation of Israel into the Promised Land (Exodus 2 - Joshua 24).  
• God sends Jesus to earth as the Savior of the world (Matthew - John).  

2. His mercy in providing __________________ of sin.  

Zechariah says in Luke 1:77-78, that when God’s promised Savior comes he will “…
give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God.” NIV 

Overview of Yom Kippur / Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16)  
• High priest would take two goats.  
• One goat was slaughtered and it’s blood was sprinkled on the mercy seat of the 

ark of the covenant. 
• God, who sat enthroned on the mercy seat, would accept the blood as payment in 

full for the sins of the people. 
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• The high priest would then lay both his hands on the head of the other goat and 
confess the sins of the nation, symbolically transferring the sins of the people 
onto the goat. The goat was then led into the desert never to be seen or heard 
from again.  

HOW OUGHT WE TO RESPOND TO GOD’S TENDER MERCY TOWARDS US?  

1. Like Zechariah, we ought to __________________ the Lord.  

Luke 19:37-40, “…the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud 
voices…“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the 
stones will cry out.” NIV 

2. Don’t travel through life giving people what they __________________. 

Matthew 5:7, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” NIV 

3. Always be ready to __________________.  

Colossians 3:12 puts it this way, “…as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on 
tender mercies… forgiving one another…even as Christ forgave you…” NKJV 

Culture says Christmas is for ___________________.  

Christ says Christmas is ___________________. 


