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Legalism is a _______________ system that says a person can earn their 
salvation by following a certain set of rules (which may or may not have come 
from the Bible).  

FOUR PROBLEMS WITH LEGALISM  

1. It’s a _______________ .   

Matthew 23:4, “They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other 
people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move 
them.”  

Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.”  

2. It’s _______________ (wrong teaching).  

Galatians 2:16, “...a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one 
will be justified.”  
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3. It spells salvation _______________.  

  
Ephesians 2:8-9 says “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9 not by works, so that no one can 
boast.” This verse simply means that we are saved by what Christ has done for us, 
not by the good things that we do.”  

Titus 3:5, “…he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 
because of his mercy.”  

4. It keeps you from _______________, Matthew 23:13,15  

Matthew 23:13,15, “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You 
yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.”  

Matthew 23:15, “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have 
succeeded, you make them twice as much a child of hell as you are.” 


