
Acts: Week 5 - The Role of Opposition on the Spread of the Gospel

Start off with an overview of Mike’s sermon.  Ask people if they can remember the key 
points of the message.

Part 1: Opener

- Has anyone had a surprise lately that in hindsight you said “I should have seen that 
coming?”

Part 2: Engaging (Choose 3 or 4 questions below)

- Why would people prefer to remain in the dark even once the truth has been 
exposed?

- How has opposition changed for christians now versus during the times of the early 
church?

- So, what is wrong with Jesus that testifying about Him creates such opposition? 
- Has anyone received a negative reaction or outright opposition from witnessing or just 

living the christian life? Such as losing a relationship, job, position, etc?

Part 3: Scripture

Knowing that we should expect opposition  (read John 15:18-20), Think about a specific 
person in your life to whom you could witness. What is the worst possible response from 
that person you could imagine? Does that change how you feel about witnessing to 
them?

Matt 5:10-12 speaks of our rejoicing in the face of persecution. How can we transform 
our normal human reactions of rejection (fear, retaliation, humiliation, indignation) into 
thanksgiving?

Read 1 Corinthians 4:12-13. “When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, 
we endure it; when we are slandered, we answer kindly.”
What are the negative consequences of retaliation?
Have you ever wanted to retaliate but held back? What was the outcome? How did you 
keep yourself from retaliating? 

Part 4: Next Steps

As you visualize that worst case scenario from the  person in the earlier question, pray 
for an opportunity this week for an encounter. You might be the one the Lord has in 
mind to plant the first seed or water someone else’s effort in presenting Christ to them.

In review of the Do’s and Don’ts of opposition: DO Rejoice, DO Remember you’re not 
alone, DON’T be surprised, DON’T be afraid, DON’T give up, DON’T retaliate. Which 
stood out to you? Was there an area you need to improve upon or was encouraging to 
you?


