
If you’re buying your first home,
‘closing costs’ will likely be a new
concept for you - and, if you’re
not prepared, closing costs can
come as a surprise (read; shock).
If you already own a home, and
have decided to sell it and
purchase another, this information
will serve as a refresher.

‘Closing costs’ refers to the associated
costs ‘in addition’ to the purchase price
of a home.   These up-front costs are
payable, by the purchaser, on or before,
the closing date of the transaction (the
date on which you take possession of
your new home).   Keep in mind that
‘closing costs’ are in addition to the 
down payment.

The following is a guideline 
of what you can expect to be 
included as ‘closing costs’.

Appraisal Fee - An appraisal provides 
the mortgage lender with a professional
opinion of the market value of the 
property.  This cost is normally the buyer’s
responsibility.  

Home Inspection Fee - A professional 
inspection of the home, top to bottom, 
is for the benefit of the buyer, (and well
worth the investment) therefore, that’s who
generally absorbs the cost. 

Home owner Insurance - 
All mortgage lenders will 
require proof that insurance 
is in place, from the date 
you take possession of the 
home.  It is the buyer’s 
responsibility to arrange 
for insurance.

Whether you are buying or 
selling a home, knowing about 

all the details, like ‘closing costs’,
provides peace of mind.  

Talk with your Realtor who 
can provide you with expert 

advice and explanation.

Get Advice.

CLOSING COST$
Land Survey Fee 
or Title Insurance Fee - 
A survey of the property is     usually 
required by the lender.  In lieu of the 
Survey, most lenders today will accept
Title Insurance.

Legal Costs and Disbursements - 
Your lawyer will charge for the transaction
- these charges include transfering the title
deed, preparing the mortgage, conducting
various searches and registrations. 

Land Transfer Tax - This is generally the
largest portion of closing costs.  Rates
range from 0.5% to 2% (calculated on the
purchase price of the property) and vary by
province and municipality.  Land Transfer
tax is payable by the buyer.  

New Home Warranty - In many provinces,
newly constructed homes are covered by a
new home warranty program.  The cost of
the warranty is payable by the purchaser.

Mortgage Application 
- Processing Fee
On a high-ratio insured mortgage, the 
insurer (CMHC) charges a fee for 
applying and processing the file.

Closing Adjustments - An estimate 
should be allowed for closing 
‘adjustments’.  These are expenses that
the seller has ‘prepaid’ - 
for example; municipal property taxes, 
utility bills such as heating, hydro, water,

as well as various other charges.
If you are purchasing a condo, 

prepaid condo or maintenance 
fees may be a closing 
adjustment.  Your lawyer will

outline the total of these
costs shortly before the 

closing date of your purchase.
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Did you know that we develop the ability to laugh at 4 months of age, 
although our sense of humour kicks in sometime around age 3 when

we realize we can fool people.  A child’s sense of humour is ripe for 
nurturing and encouragement.  Studies continue to show that 

developing a sense of humour is as good for your health as it is for
your state of mind.  Studies indicate that we need approximately 12 laughs a day to stay
healthy!  Laughing stimulates your heart and respiratory rate, increases circulation and
exercises stomach and chest muscles.   A hearty chuckle can actually give your 
immune system a boost, decrease the levels of stress hormones in the body and 
hastens healing.  So...go ahead, Laugh!  Cultivate your sense of humour - its like a 
garden.  Sometimes seeing the lighter side of life and reaping its’ benefits requires 
conscious effort. Here are some ideas to get you started...

l Practice self-effacing humour.  Share
something funny that happened to you.
l Start your own collection of tapes or
CD’s that tickle your funny bone and
keep them in your car.  When traffic
backs up, load up some humour.
l Keep a humour journal.  Jot down
funny things people say and amusing
observations you make.
l Escape voice mail jail.  Keep a file
folder next to your phone filled with 
materials that amuse you - cartoons,
quotes, cards, photos - anything to 
keep your blood pressure down. 
l Keep a humourous prop handy.
Maybe a water gun or a clown nose.

Try a magic wand for days
when people make

those impossible 
demands.  Toys 

aren’t just for kids! 

l Create a play list.  Remember fun?  
It might include games, playing with your
kids or dog, going skating, bowling, 
playing in the pool, colouring, getting out
that long neglected yo-yo - anything that
reduces anger and stress.
l Lighten up your environment.  Display
funny pictures and posters - baby 
photos, pet moments, humorous 
birthday party snap-shots, any image
that recalls laughter moments.
l Learn and practise the humour pledge.
‘I’m pledging to find humour...I’ll make
sure fun people and tools surround me...
when there’s a humourous chance 
I’ll grab it!’

Chuckles

is good 
for you!Laughing

Ideas for small rooms...

u Put larger rather than smaller pieces in a small room.  
Obviously, this means using fewer furnishings - one sofa 
instead of two loveseats, one large table instead of several
smaller ones.
u Keep to a similar-tone colour palette on your floors, walls
and draperies.  Or select complementary hues to achieve a
more seamless look (rather than creating a chopped-up look
that stops, or draws the eye).  Using a same-tone approach
will make your space look visually larger.  For example, paint
walls, trim and doors in the same colour, simply vary the paint
finish; eggshell on walls - satin for trim and doors. 
u Do use some pattern, but not too much.  It’s better to use
one large pattern rather than 
several smaller ones - which 
can overwhelm.  If you repeat 
the one pattern in several spots 
in the room, it also will help eyes 
‘travel’ about the space and 
make it seem more expansive.  
Consider using textures 
instead of patterns to add interest.
u Use a large piece of art - 
painting or sculpture, rather than 
several smaller ones to make the artwork look more important
and, in turn, the room look larger.  On side tables, sofa tables
and mantels, limit accessories to just one, two or maximum
three objects, perhaps photos or collectibles.  Using too many
accessories will crowd the space and visually diminish the
room’s size.
u One of the quickest ways to add the illusion of height to a
room is to hang curtains or drapery directly at the ceiling line,
regardless of where the window actually begins.  This 
technique visually draws the eye upward and increases the
room’s sense of scale.
u Extend furnishings ‘up’ toward the ceiling, which in turn,
will provide an expansive feeling to the room.
u Adding a bookcase, shelves or built-in cabinets is a 
practical and attractive way to accommodate a television,
books, collectibles, even a computer station.  Ideally use
doors on some shelves, or, a collection of interesting baskets
or pretty boxes, to corral small items like magazines, games,
remotes, or office supplies.  

Decorating

nspiration
If you can laugh at it, 
you can live with it.

Erma Bombeck

The person who knows how to laugh at himself 
will never cease to be amused.

Shirley MacLaine

You don’t stop laughing because you grow old; 
you grow old because you stop laughing.

Michael Pritchard

I

‘So we splurged on the model with the 
computerized navigation, and he still 

won’t ask it for directions!.

‘I’m sorry sir, I can’t sell you that colourwithout a note from your wife.’

Life insurance is strange.  

The company bets that you’ll live, 

you bet you won’t, you invest a

fortune and hope they win.

Sign in a psychiatrist’s office:

Amnesia patients must pay 
in advance.

A young student asked his teacher:

‘What did I learn today?’
‘That’s an odd question,’ the 

teacher replied.

‘Maybe,’ the child said.  ‘But my
mom will ask me when I get home.’



FIRE DRILLS rooms

Control the mess. Easier said than done
you’re thinking...and yes, ultimately you
may want, or need to, reorganize the room.
But, start with - removing all shoes that
don’t really need to be in the entranceway...
ask yourself... ‘at this time of year does 
anything other than winter boots and 
indoor shoes or slippers to change into
need to be here?’.  Use the same rule for
all outerwear, sports gear and other 
out-of-season items currently stored in this
area of your home.

Use hooks mounted on the walls so coats,
backpacks, keys, purses, dog leashes etc.,
all have an official place to hang....and,
best of all, outerwear can air dry while it
hangs!

A bench is ideal.  It can serve as a spot to
sit while putting on and taking off footwear,
a landing spot for what you have in hand as
you come through the door (mail, grocery
bags, purse), and boots and shoes can be
stored underneath.

Use baskets, plastic totes or bins. 
One for each family member, to store their 

gloves, mitts, scarves 
etc.  If you have 
the space, a wall-mounted shelf above the
hooks can be an ideal way to keep floor
space clear.  Or you could try hanging
pocket-type organizers.  Smaller bins or
baskets can be used to sort and organize
incoming and outgoing mail, keys, cell
phones etc.  Larger containers for pet toys,
umbrellas, walking sticks, sports gear...
whatever suits your family’s needs.  

Doormats.  At this time of year, don’t go
with the usual small, pretty doormat.  Put
down a carpet runner the length of the
room or a small area rug (preferably 
washable).  A larger landing pad means
muddy feet (and paws), dripping coats and
umbrellas won’t muck up the floor.  A
larger rug will also serve you well because
Fido will have a spot to lay down and dry
off a bit before proceeding into the house.

Walls.  If you’re considering repainting, 
be sure to choose a durable, scrubbable
paint finish (like a semi-gloss or even 
a high-gloss) for this high-traffic area.

Mud
or, more commonly referred to as the back door!
The biggest challenges in this area of the house...
3 General clutter, from mail to mismatched mittens
3 Wet jackets, shoes and boots that need a place to dry
3 Tracked-in mud, leaves, slush, sand and salt 

Chemical drain cleaners are one of the most hazardous household 
products.  The two basic types, lyes and acids, are similar - both work 
by dissolving and burning through hair, grease, and food particles.  
Highly corrosive, either type can cause serious damage to skin and eyes after only brief
contact.  Try one of these old-time recipes next time you need a drain cleaner.

Drain

Non-caustic Drain Cleaner
This drain cleaner is safe for all types of
plumbing.

240 mL (1 Cup)...... baking soda
240 mL (1 Cup)...... salt
60 mL (1/4 Cup).... cream of tartar

To use: Mix ingredients then pour 125
mL (1/2 cup) of mixture into clogged
drain.  Add 250 mL (1 cup) boiling water.
Let stand 10 minutes, then flush with
cold water.  Can be used weekly to keep
drains clear.

Mixture can be stored - must be kept dry to
maintain its effectiveness. 

Heavy-duty Drain Cleaner
Stonger than the non-caustic formula, but
safer than commercial lye-based cleaners.
The main ingredient is washing soda (sal
soda), which is a sodium salt of carbonic
acid used in making soaps and cleaning
chemicals.

28 grams (2 Tbsp)..... washing soda 
1 Litre (1 quart)....... hot water
To use:  Dissolve washing soda in water.
Pour the entire solution slowly down
clogged drain.  Let stand 10 minutes, then
flush with hot water.  Repeat if required.
Do not store this cleaner - mix solution for use
only as, and when, needed.

Suppose you’ve just heard a smoke alarm...
what would you do? What would your 
children do? From the time the smoke alarm
sounds until the fire is out of control you may
have just minutes, even seconds, to get out.
Many people make poor decisions when fire
breaks out.  They may be affected by smoke,

disoriented by being awakened abruptly, and
frightened.  But, more often, poor decisions

occur because people have not planned
or practised what to do in the case of a fire.  Be prepared.
l have working smoke alarms
l make and practise an escape plan
l stay out when you get out

Create an Escape Plan - and Practise
n Review two possible exits - and how to use them - from each
room in the house.  Walk through the primary and alternative 
escape routes, making sure all exits are accessible to all 
members of your household.  Keep these exits in mind as you 
rearrange or acquire new furniture, renovate, remodel, or 
redecorate your home.
n In the case of a fire, everyone must be prepared to move
quickly, carefully and calmly.  When practising your drills don’t let
them become a race or game; make sure everyone knows 
exactly what to do.  Don’t run.
n Figure out how to use each window as an exit.  Is there a
garage roof or other surface below?  A tree nearby?  Do you
need an escape ladder?.
n Determine whether anyone may need help to exit the house.
n Ensure that everyone knows to use the second exits when the
first ones cannot be used.  During your ‘practise’ fire drills, vary
your route, pretend that some escape routes are blocked - which
could very well be the case in the event of a fire.
n Since many fatal home fires start when people are asleep,
practise your escape plan having each member of your family
wait in his or her sleeping area for the sound of the alarm.  Start
by coaching your children, but remember, your goal is to teach
them to escape without your help.
n Practise your escape plan with everyone in the house; in 
daylight and after dark.  Practise your escape plan at least twice
a year (an extra practise once you’ve decorated for the 
Christmas season is also a good idea).
n As things change in your home, be sure to factor them into
your escape plan.
n Establish an outside meeting place - will it be the same 

place in both winter and summer?  
n Escape, then call 911.  During a fire, do not go

back into your home to attempt to rescue people,
pets or retrieve valuables.  Get out and stay out!

Smoke Alarms
Most fatal fires occur at night.  A smoke alarm might be the only 
thing to rouse your family in time to escape.  An alarm is needed
on every storey of your home as well as outside bedroom areas.  

Establish a monthly routine for testing all smoke alarms in your home.

Cleaners
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Surprisingly, kitchen fires still rank high
as a cause of home fires.  Every year 
thousands of home fires start in the
kitchen - Most of these fires can be 
prevented by following a few simple - 
common sense fire safety tips.

n Never leave cooking unattended. 
Two out of five deaths in home cooking
fires occur because the cooking was left 
unattended.
n Keep cooking area clean. Always
wipe appliances and surfaces after cooking
to prevent grease buildup.

n Do not store flammable objects near 
the stove. Curtains, pot holders, dish 
towels, food packaging, paper towels,
kleenex boxes can easily catch fire.

n Always turn pot handles toward 
the center of the stove. Turning handles 
inward can prevent pots from being
knocked off the stovetop by young children.

n Wear short or close-fitting sleeves 
when cooking. Fires can occur when 
clothing comes in contact with stovetop 
burners.

n Heat cooking oil slowly. Heating oil
too quickly can easily start a fire.  Never
leave hot oil unattended.

n Teach children safe cooking. Young
children should be kept at least 1 metre 
(3 feet) away from the stove while any
other family member is cooking.  Older 
children should cook only with permission
and under the supervision of an adult.

FIRESCooking

Where to locate fire extinguishers.
Mount extinguishers in plain view, away from stoves,
ovens, microwaves, fireplaces or woodburning
stoves.  A smart idea is to choose a spot near a room
exit so you can reach the extinguisher but exit safely
if the fire gets out of hand.

ull the pin.  You may need to release a 
lock latch or press a puncture lever first.P

A im the nozzle, horn or hose.

queeze or press the handle.

weep from side to side at the base of
the fire until it goes out.  Watch to 
make sure the fire doesn’t reignite.

S
S

How To Use a 
Fire Extinguisher
To work most fire extinguishers 
think of the word ‘pass’

WHAT TO DO
IF A COOKING
FIRE STARTS
4 Put a lid on it!
If a pan catches fire, 
carefully slide a lid 
over the pan and turn off the stove burner.  Leave
the lid on until it has completely cooled!

4 Keep oven or microwave 
door shut if a fire starts.
Turn off the heat.  If flames do not go out 
immediately, call 911.

4 Water and grease don’t mix. Never pour
water on a grease fire.  Water causes grease fires
to spread!
4 Know how to use a Fire Extinguisher.  
Not all fire extinguishers are alike.  Make sure you
have a clear escape route and the fire dept. has
been called before attempting to extinguish a fire.

7 Things to consider when

Try to find out as much as possible about
the animal’s past, including any history of
health or behavioural problems.  Most animals
in shelters are there for a reason; try to find
out what that reason was.

Try to bring everyone who will be living
with the animal and caring for him or her with
you when you make your choice.  It is 
important to make sure that your new pet will
get along with - and be liked by - everyone in
your household.

Spend some time with the animal at the
shelter before you make your decision.  If it’s a
dog, take him or her out for a walk to see how you
get along.  In the case of a cat, spend some time
sitting with it, stroking it and even playing with it to
see how the two of you interact.  Visit the animal 

several times, if you can, before
making your choice.

Find out if you will be 
able to bring the animal 
back if things don’t work 

out as you’d hoped.

If the animal is older, 
try to have a vet look at it and 

do some blood work just to see what kind of
health problems, if any, might exist.  This is
not to say that you shouldn’t adopt an animal
with a health condition, but it is important that
you be fully aware of what you are taking on.

Ask to see the animal in a separate area
where you and your family can be alone with
it.  This may give you a better sense of how
the animal might behave once you get home.

Do think realistically about what kind of 
animal will fit in best with your family’s lifestyle.
Shelters can be heartbreaking places and you 
may want to rescue the saddest looking 
animal.  Please try to keep in mind; the very
reason many of these
animals are at the
shelter is because 
they did not fit into 
someone else’s lifestyle!

1

Adopting
a Pet

2

3

4
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7

Celebrate

Let the sun shine in!
But wash windows on an 
overcast day ( the sunnier
the day, the more streaks
you’ll leave).  Clean 
inexpensively in an 
eco-friendly way by using 
newspapers and a 4-to-1 
mix of warm water and 
white vinegar.

Let it all hang out.
Tread lightly on the earth
this spring by using your
clothes dryer as little as 
possible.  You’ll find that
nothing smells fresher than
clothesline-dried sheets and
that there’s nothing sweeter
than a lower utility bill.

Go junking! 
Treasure hunting at garage
sales can be the perfect way
to spend a lazy morning - or
day!  Gather a few friends and
go on a hunt to find 
inexpensive furnishings and
accessories that can be 
refreshed to decorate your
home or garden.

Spring!


