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Top: Subaru/IMBA Trail Care Crew at Boggs this year; and, below, the TCC’s 
previous visit in 2004. FOBM President David Thiessen and former Treasurer  
Boone Lodge attended in 2004 but are not in the photo. Thank you to Tom  
Smythe for locating the photo in his archives. In 2004, the crew worked on the 
Shaker Trail reroute and armored the seasonal creek crossing at Gails Trail. 

 

 Lani Bruntz and Jordan Carr, the Subaru/IMBA Trail Care 

Crew (TCC), arrived at Boggs on Thursday, April 9, to 

evaluate the planned reroute of Jethro’s Trail at Boggs, 

offering suggestions to improve drainage and trail flow. 

 On Friday, April 10, Bruntz and Carr presented a 

seminar entitled, “Better Living Through Trails,” at the 

County Board of Supervisors Chambers in Lakeport. They 

explained and discussed the health, economic and social 

benefits of trails to communities.  

 They cited Oakridge, Oregon, as a successful community/

trails collaboration. Timber sales had taken a downturn in 

Oakridge, so community leaders decided to develop sustaina-

ble trail systems in national forest land to build an outdoor  

recreation economy. The area is becoming a world-class trails 

destination for mountain bikers and other recreationists. 

 On April 11, trails instruction began at Cobb Mountain  

Elementary School. The TCC presented detailed illustrations 

from their Trail Solutions Guide to Building Sweet Single-

track. The lessons covered trail building phases including site 

selection, flagging, permitting and construction.  

 Bruntz and Carr started the 

afternoon session at Boggs 

with a safety briefing on 

handling trail tools such as 

Pulaskis, McLeods, and 

Rogue hoes. The 20-plus  

attendees then broke into three groups to handle different  

segments of the Jethro’s Trail reroute. A special shout out to 

Adian Minty and Roy Stahl for helping remove widow 

makers and downfall. 

 On Sunday, the Lake County Trails Coalition and High 

School Mountain Bike Teams led a ride with more than 20 

cyclists. They loved the Jethro’s reroute. 

 

IMBA came to town! 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE    
 Trail maintenance at Boggs is sched-

uled for the second Sunday of every 

month unless otherwise posted. The  

public is invited. We meet at the Boggs 

parking lot at 9:00 a.m. Bring a tool  

and gloves and come out for fresh air,  

a little work, and tons of laughs. 
 

G
igi Stah

l 

Jethro’s Trail was selected 
for the reroute due to its 
steep slope and associated 
erosion issues. 

Then and now . . . 

 FOBM thanks IMBA for the grant enabling all the great 

training, and Bruntz and Carr in particular. Many thanks to 

business member Harbin Hot Springs for accommodating our 

IMBA guests. Thanks also to Safeway, Mountain High  

Coffee, and Hardester’s Market, who provided food and bev-

erages for the events; and Cobb School and the County of 

Lake who donated the use of meeting rooms. ■   —Gigi Stahl 

 

http://harbin.org/


 

Remembering Mike Kasper 

From top: Mike at the fire tower on Mt. 
Konocti in January 2014. Mike oversaw 
the Eagle Scout bench project of Na-
than McVay, left, in April 2012 on 
Mac’s Trail at Boggs. Nathan and Mike 
also built the bench on the Interpretive 
Trail as part of the same project.  
Nathan’s twin brother Asa, right, also 
completed his Eagle with the local BSA 
troop. At trail maintenance in July 
2013, horsing around with Nathan  
Barnet, a top mountain biker on the 
Lake County High School mountain bike 
team. Mike at Blue Lakes in June 2014. 
Photos by Gigi Stahl 

 Friends of Boggs Mountain is saddened to share the news of Mike Kasper’s passing on 

March 31, 2015. Our hearts go to his family. We are grateful to Mike for all his volunteer 

efforts as an FOBM board member. He was active in overseeing youth projects, trail 

maintenance, children’s hikes, and helping with treasury activities. He and his faithful dog, 

Chip, hiked in the forest he loved for its tranquility, and as a place for reflection and friend-

ly encounters with other visitors. You can visit Mike’s SFGate obituary page to learn more 

about him and the impact he made on other people’s lives. Mike and his easy smile will be 

dearly missed by his friends and many Boggs visitors.  —Gigi Stahl 

A farewell “K.I.S.S.” 
by Peg Landini 

   It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to fellow FOBM board member and 

friend Mike Kasper. Mike was an active FOBM volunteer for several years, partici-

pating in many fundraising and regular events at Boggs, including trail maintenance, 

guided hikes, and activities for kids. He often teamed up with Gigi Stahl and they 

were quite the duo out on the trails. 
 Until a year ago, Mike regularly attended FOBM quarterly meetings. His m.o.  

was to sit back and listen carefully to discussions about various project ideas that 

were being proposed. When it was time to make a decision, Mike would often  

reply, “Let’s keep it simple, you know, K.I.S.S.” 

 And that is how he lived his life, kind and simple.  

 Mike always had a smile on his face, a sparkle in his eye, and loved to joke and 

make people laugh. He enjoyed hiking, kayaking, gardening and spending time with 

friends and family. ■    

 

 

 This poem was selected by Mike and was 

shared by Mike’s family at his memorial  

service. 
 

When I come to the end of the road,  
And the sun has set for me,  
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room; 

Why cry for a soul set free?  

Miss me a little – but not too long, 
And not with your head bowed low.  
Remember the love that we once shared. 

Miss me - but let me go.  

For this is a journey that we all must take, 
And each must go alone.  
It’s all a part of the Master’s plan, 

A step on the road to home.  

When you are lonely and sick of heart, 
Go to the friends we know,  
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds, 

Miss me – but let me go. ~ 

HIGHLIGHTS 
1941-2015 

 Mike was born and raised in 

San Francisco.  

 Always an athlete, he earned a 

college football scholarship to the 

University of Notre Dame. After 

freshman year, he transferred to 

the University of Nevada where 

he achieved All Conference  

honors. He had a great college 

football career and made many 

lifelong friends.  

  Mike was drafted into the  

Army after graduation and served 

his country in Vietnam.   

 On returning home, Mike was  

a business owner, warehouse dis-

tribution manager, and Teamster 

for the San Francisco Chronicle 

before he retired to Cobb.  

 Mike’s family was the most 

important part of his life, and he 

was especially proud of his sons, 

Jon and Marc, and six grandchil-

dren. 

 Mike’s ashes will be sprinkled 

in the waves at Kelley’s Cove at 

Ocean Beach in San Francisco. 

Miss Me 
But Let 
Me Go 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sfgate/obituary.aspx?pid=174545726%20


SPECIES WATCH 

Pine Violet 
By Karen Rhoads and Darlene Hecomovich 

W 

Above: The top two specimens were 
photographed on the upper Interpretive 
Trail at Boggs. Each plant produces just one 
stem and one bloom, although clusters of 
plants often colonize an area. Note the 
heavy staining on the reverse side of the 
top two petals. The unique divided leaflets 
help distinguish Viola lobata (“lobed”) from 
species whose blooms are similar.  
 
Left: Don’t confuse the pine violet with the 
beautiful stream violet, Viola glabella, 
which colonizes along Houghton Creek and 
other damp areas on Boggs. Note the heart 
shaped, not lobed, leaves. 

A SAD PASSING 
 Please join us in extending our deepest sympathy 

to lifelong Cobb resident and FOBM member  

Darlene Hecomovich, whose extraordinary daughter, 

Julie Lynn Hecomovich, passed away on March 13. 

COBB ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
TRAILS 
 Did you know that the forest adjoining Cobb 

School to the north is actually part of Boggs Demon-

stration State Forest?  

 Students over the years have built interpretive signs 

and education plans as class projects centered on the 

trails on school and Boggs property.  

 Cindy Leonard, parent of a student at the school 

and chair of the Cobb School Garden parent commit-

tee, has proposed that FOBM assist with developing a 

more detailed and comprehensive interpretive trail at 

the school. Retired Cobb School teacher Tappy Nel-

son will be assisting with the project. 

 Darlene Hecomovich, tireless chronicler of species 

on the Boggs Interpretive Trail, has generously vol-

unteered to research species and produce signs for the 

enhanced trail system. 

 FOBM will provide funding and labor for signage 

and will help with trail development and improve-

ments as needed. 

PIANO UNDER THE PINES 
 Karen Rhoads is working with forest director Nick 

Kent to select the ideal shady site at Boggs for her 

piano performance on Saturday, June 27.  

 Rhoads will play some of her favorite selections 

from the baroque, classical, and romantic eras, in-

cluding works by Bach, Chopin, Schumann, Scriabin, 

Grieg, and Kuhlau. She will 

provide introductory com-

mentary for each piece. 

 She will perform twice, 

first from 10:00 to 10:45 

a.m., then a repeat per-

formance from 11:15 to 

12:00 noon. 

 The community is invit-

ed to bring folding chairs 

and blankets to enjoy the music and forest. Children 

are welcome. 

 This admission free event is sponsored by FOBM 

and cosponsored by Evanger’s Dog & Cat Food Co. 

 For more information or to RSVP, phone 707-321-

4964 or email beardie1@sonic.net. 

Update: MINTY CONNECTOR TRAIL 
 Adian Minty, the most enthusiastic of the FOBM 

trail builders, is looking forward to leading construc-

tion of the trail bearing his name.  

 The multi-use Minty Trail will  

connect the town of Cobb to the Boggs 

forest.  

 The project is awaiting permitting 

from the county. According to Minty, 

the trail could be constructed this  

winter for use in the spring if approved soon. 

 

     e know it’s spring at Boggs 

when the first bobbing yellow 

heads of the pine violet pop out 

of their maroon/green buds.  

 Watch for these rhizomatous 

wildflowers from February 

through April, depending on the 

weather. This year, the best dis-

plays of Viola lobata appeared 

in March.  

 Although ubiquitous at Boggs 

and tolerant of a range of sun-

light, this species is best adapted 

to habitats that offer partial, not 

blazing, sunshine. 

 The most obvious distinguish-

ing feature of the pine violet is 

its leaves, which are deeply 

divided into multiple leaflets.  

 Other viola species do popu-

late the Cobb area, but their 

leaves are heart shaped (see 

photo below). 

 A close look at Viola lobata 
reveals five exquisitely veined 

petals. The bottom petal is 

stained with maroon/purple/

brown veining that spills onto 

the petals on either side. 

 Gently pull a blossom forward 

and examine the back. The two 

top petals will be heavily stained 

maroon/purple/brown. 

 A handful of yellow bloomed 

violet species are found in 

Northern California, and they 

can be easily confused. Pine 

violets are often called “johnnie 

jump ups” but, strictly speaking, 

johnnie jump ups are species 

with heart shaped leaves. ■  
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Photos by David Thiessen 

  The 10th Annual Boggs Funduro 
mountain bike race organized by Bike 
Monkey brought 500-plus friendly com-
petitors to Boggs May 1 through May 3. 
Cobb residents noticed more traffic than 
usual on Highway 175, and area busi-
nesses again benefited.  
 Calso Camp and environs were spot-
less following the event. Bike Monkey 
guru Carlos Perez has returned with an 
energetic crew to mitigate any damage to 
trails.  
 

Thank you to FOBM Business Members 
Please support fellow members when possible. 

Stephen Clizbe, Architect 
707-637-0737 

steveclizbe@mchsi.com 
steveclizbe.com 

Anna Gregorian 

Family Law Attorney 

Lakeport 

707-263-8220 

Bike Monkey rides again 
 Installation of a 2,500 gallon  

water tank piped to a trough with a 

sturdy cedar cover was completed 

Saturday, May 2. The green tank 

blends in beautifully with the forest. 

 “First class,” said FOBM Presi-

dent David Thiessen. 

 Planning and construction were 

led by Back Country Horsemen 

of California President Paul  

Villanueva. Calpine and FOBM are 

providing funding. ■   

Horse camp  
watering trough 

 Bikemonkey.net offers a volunteer signup,  
if you would like to help out next year while 
having a blast. ■   

http://tntstorage.com/
http://chacewaterwine.com/


            Friends of Boggs Mountain Membership Application 

Name _________________________________________________________   Phone _________________ 

Address _____________________________________  City ______________ State ______ Zip _________ 

Email ______________________________________________ 

I participate in these activities at Boggs: 

□ hiking/jogging    □ birding    □ star gazing     □ horseback riding  □ orienteering 

□ dog walking    □ hunting    □ target shooting    □ mountain biking    □ camping   

 

I would like to be involved in the  

□ Interpretive Committee     □ Activities Committee     □ Fundraising Committee      □ Promotional/Membership Committee  

How often do you visit Boggs? _________________  How long do you usually stay?_________________ 

What changes would you suggest for the forest? _____________________________________________ 

Are you interested in volunteering for any special projects at the forest (trail maintenance, installing more trail signs, etc.)?

________________________________________________________________________ 

Sign me up as a member (payable to Friends of Boggs Mountain) 

□ $20 Individual     □ $35 Family/Supporting     □ $100 Patron     □ $500 Lifetime 

Please correspond with me by email   □ Yes  □ No 

Business Membership 

Businesses and professional persons can also support Friends of Boggs Mountain.  Business members receive a free advertisement  

posted in a prominent location on the main kiosk at the forest. 

More than 10,000 visitors enjoy the forest’s 22-plus miles of trails each year. At least three-quarters of these visitors reside in Lake 

County and the Bay Area.  A 1.3-mile interpretive trail is especially popular, along with scheduled activities including guided hikes, 

outdoor summer talks, mountain bike races, and orienteering meets. 

Business Name _________________________________________________________________________   

Contact ________________________________________________________ Phone _________________ 

Address _____________________________________  City ______________ State ______ Zip _________ 

Email ______________________________________________ 

□ $35  BRONZE includes business-card size ad -- 2” x 3 ½”    □ $60 SILVER includes 5” x 7” ad 

□ $100 GOLD includes 7” x 10” ad     □ $200 PLATINUM includes 8 1/2” x 11” ad 

□ $1,000 LIFETIME BUSINESS MEMBER includes permanent plaque mounted on wood 

Please correspond with me by email   □ Yes  □ No  

Friends of Boggs Mountain will laminate your business card or printed ad and post it on the kiosk. Please allow at least a 1/8” margin 

on all four sides. Advertisements can be vertical or horizontal.  Friends of Boggs Mountain reserves the right to reject any advertisement. 

 

 Friends of Boggs Mountain is a nonprofit corporation formed to enhance the visitor’s experience 

 at Boggs Mountain Demonstration State Forest through educational and interpretive activities. 

 For more information:  PO Box 735 / Cobb, CA 95426 / www.boggsmountain.org 


