
Dear parents and students, 
 
I hope you are all well and staying safe in this most peculiar time. I wanted to 
reach out and touch base with you on what lies ahead for us in the Bixby Bands. 
First, let me tell you that your directors have been hard at work to give you the best 
year we possibly can. We have had several meetings regarding the goals of our 
program and how to attain those goals no matter what the situation. One question 
that is central to our conversation: 
 

How do we provide the best band experience for our students while keeping 
their safety and ours a top priority? 

 
Here are some of the things we are considering when answering this question: 
 
● We are adapting the BPS safety protocols for summer workouts and 

practices to fit the unique environment of the Bixby Bands. 
● We are continually studying and reading the data released out of Europe, the 

US military band and Colorado University, NAFME, and NFHS regarding 
the safety precautions for wind instruments and band rehearsals. 

● We are meeting with other band directors in our state to share ideas about 
safety procedures. 

● We have met with the BPS administration to discuss our plans and improve 
our understanding of district policies and expectations. 

● We have spoken to many of our parents to hear your concerns and 
expectations. 

 
Our BPS district leadership has given us some guidelines for summer activities, 
and we have added a list of procedures we will follow to comply with these 
requirements. 
 

BPS Requirements for Summer Activities 
 
● Hand sanitizer or hand washing must be readily available. Students and staff            

should be required to clean their hands every 30 minutes. (Due to our large              
membership, we ask that each student bring a travel or small hand sanitizer             
for personal use.  Some will be available throughout the band facilities.) 

● All surfaces will be disinfected between each group and at the end of the              
day. 



● No shared food or drink (All students must provide their own water and             
lunch for practice) 

● Temperatures will be taken of all students, staff, and volunteers, and           
screening questions will be asked of each person each rehearsal.  

● Entry and exit procedures as well as drop off and pick up procedures must              
be planned to minimize the congregation of students and parents before and            
after rehearsals. 

● Students will work in smaller groups or ‘cohorts” to minimize the number of             
students and staff that must isolate if a case is confirmed. 
 

 
Bixby Bands 

Procedures for Summer Rehearsals 
 

● All students must be dropped off and picked up in the front HS parking lot 
(Where the big B is located). Students who drive must park in this area as 
well. 

● Students will enter through the HS commons entrance to have their 
temperature checked/answer the questionnaire.  It is important that parents 
wait until students have been admitted into the building before departing. 

● All students/staff and volunteers will wear a mask while checking in, inside 
the building before rehearsal, during breaks, and after rehearsal. 

● Students will go directly to their spot on the practice field (directed by staff).  
● Students will receive information about water jug and instrument “sideline” 

placement before the start of rehearsal. 
● Students will take breaks in smaller groups or “cohorts” to minimize contact 

and to make every effort to social distance. 
● Students will be directed in smaller groups, “cohorts”, or sections to 

designated areas for rehearsal to minimize contact and more effectively 
practice social distancing. 

● Students will need to provide their own water jug (1-2 gallon, 
Coleman-style, insulated water jug). 

● Wind instrument sharing in all forms and durations will be prohibited. 
● School-owned instruments will be professionally cleaned and sanitized 

before being checked out to students. 
 



 

Bixby Public Schools Protocol – Sent Home/Return to Participate  

COVID-19 is a highly contagious and potentially life-threatening virus. To be able to continue summer 
activities while protecting the health and welfare of students and staff, it is critically important that ALL 
families exercise strong discretion before sending a possibly ill child to the activity. 

Each morning, students’ temperatures will be taken. If a student has a fever of 100 or greater it may 
indicate of an active case of COVID-19. If this is the case, your child will be sent home to monitor for 
additional symptoms. A student shall not return to activity until fever free for 72 hours, unassisted by 
medication.  

In regard to exposures, diagnoses, and positive tests, the CDC recommends the following:
  

*   Anyone who has had close contact with someone positive for COVID-19 should stay home for 14 
days after exposure, based on the time it takes to develop the illness. 
  

*   Any child or staff member who tests positive or has COVID-19 symptoms may return to the activity 
 after three days with no fever (no fever reducing medication) AND improved respiratory symptoms 
AND TEN (10) days since symptoms first appeared. Two consecutive negative COVID- 19 tests given 24 
hours apart would also indicate that a child may return to school. The negative test results should be 
provided to the school if the child is home for fewer than ten days. 
  

*   A child who tested positive for COVID-19 but had no symptoms can return to the activity after TEN 
(10) days have passed since the test. Two consecutive negative COVID-19 tests given 24 hours apart 
would also indicate that a child may return to school. The negative test results should be provided to the 
coach or activity director upon return. 
  
Face coverings are highly recommended for ALL students when physical distancing is not feasible. Individual 
coaches or activity leader have the right to require student use of masks during an activity. 
  
Bixby Public Schools Protocol – Positive 
  

*   If a positive case is identified among staff or student participant in these summer activities, either 
the group/cohort to which that staff or student was assigned to and in contact with must be removed 
from the sessions while all members of the group/cohort self-isolate for two weeks. If the confirmed 
individual regularly had close contact outside a single group/cohort, then all of the students and staff 
with whom the confirmed individual had close contact shall be removed from workouts for two weeks. 
  
*   Programs are advised to have students remain with a single group or cohort to minimize the number 
of students and staff that must isolate if a case is confirmed. 
 For example: If a student in one cohort tests positive for COVID, the student and that one cohort must 
isolate. If that student was part of several cohorts, then the student and all of the cohorts they were a 
member of would have to isolate.  
  



Assumption of the Risk and Waiver of Liability Relating to Coronavirus/COVID-19  

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization. COVID-19 is extremely contagious and is believed to spread mainly from person-to-person 
contact. As a result, federal, state, and local governments as well as federal and state health agencies 
recommend social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited or limited the congregation of 
groups of people.  

Bixby Public Schools has put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19; however, 
BPS cannot guarantee that you or your child(ren) will not become infected with COVID-19. Further, 
attending this voluntary activity could increase your risk and your child(ren)’s risk of contracting 
COVID-19.  

By signing this agreement, I (parent or guardian) acknowledge the contagious nature of COVID-19 and 
voluntarily assume the risk that my child(ren) and I may be exposed to or infected by COVID-19 by 
attending this activity and that such exposure or infection may result in personal injury, illness, 
permanent disability, and death.  

I understand that the risk of becoming exposed to or infected by COVID-19 at the camp may result from 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of myself and others, including, but not limited to, BPS employees, 
volunteers, and program participants and their families.  

I voluntarily agree to assume all of the foregoing risks and accept sole responsibility for any injury to my 
child(ren) or myself (including, but not limited to, personal injury, disability, and death), illness, damage, 
loss, claim, liability, or expense, of any kind, that I or my child(ren) may experience or incur in 
connection with my child(ren)’s attendance at a BPS site or participation in programming (“Claims”).  

On my behalf, and on behalf of my children, I hereby release, covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold 
harmless the BPS, its employees, agents, and representatives, of and from the Claims, including all 
liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating thereto. I 
understand and agree that this release includes any Claims based on the actions, omissions, or 
negligence of BPS, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs 
before, during, or after participation in any BPS program.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Guardian Date  

_________________________________________________________________________  

Name of Parent/Guardian  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Club Participant  

 


