
Hospice Headlines
Support Comes in Many Forms Over Decades of Caring

Social Worker Lynn Curl has been there for those in 
need for 25 years.  She celebrated her quarter 
century anniversary with Hospice Circle of Love in 
2021.  Curl was Hospice Circle of Love’s first full-time 
Social Worker when she started her position in 1996 
and since then, has touched the lives of thousands of 
patients and their family members.  
     In her role as social worker at Hospice Circle of 
Love, Lynn makes an initial assessment visit to the 
patient followed by regular visits as needed. Financial 
and caregiver needs are a couple of areas she helps 
with while serving as the patient’s advocate. 
     “We’re there to try to find out what support the 
patients and families have and help them with what 
they don’t have.  We know a lot about what resources 
are available in the communities we serve and set the 
families up with the resources they want,” said Social 
Worker Lynn Curl.
    Co-workers have commented that Lynn has a 
“special touch.”  It shows in all she does to assist 
hospice patients and their families.  Lynn puts her all 
into making life easier for hospice families no matter 
what she’s doing.  It could be anything from assisting 
with funeral plans or sending letters to out-of-town 
employers asking that a daughter or son be granted 
leave from their job to take care of a parent who is on 
hospice.  
    One day she might be assisting a family to make 
sure their power isn’t shut off and the next helping 
with a Do Not Resuscitate order.
    Lynn was singled out by the Veteran’s 
Administration in 1998 for the countless hours she 
had put into assisting patients and families with filling 
out paperwork for VA Benefits.  They presented her 
with a certificate at a special ceremony.  In one year 
alone, Lynn was responsible for helping families 
receive over $200,000.00 in benefits from the VA.  In 
2011, Lynn was named Social Worker of the Year by 
the Oklahoma Hospice and Palliative Care Association.
     Spiritual services are another important aspect of 
hospice care and can come in many forms.  
Hospice Circle of Love Chaplain Gary Miller has a 

knack for providing just what is needed to each 
particular patient he sees.  Gary celebrated 10 years 
at Hospice Circle of Love in 2021.  
     Reading the Bible is a favorite activity of Gary and 
many of his patients.  He always makes an effort to 
find out which passages are those patients’ favorites.  
Praying and providing a listening ear are also essential 
elements to Gary’s patient visits.  When the 
conversation turns to discussions about death and life 
after death, Gary seems to know just what to say to 
put a patient’s minds at ease.  He also helps open the 
door for other hospice staff members with patients 
who are closed off to outsiders. 
         There is no doubt that Gary is doing exactly what 
he was meant to do.  Helping someone in need is 
second nature to him.  Coworkers joke about the large 
number of business cards he goes through, handing 
them out to everyone he meets, just in case he might 
be able to help someday.  Gary has made a difference 
in the lives of so many.  He is there to provide support 
and compassion when it’s needed most. 
     “We are lucky to have both Lynn and Gary as part 
of our team.  It is obvious they care a great deal for 
their patients and high quality care is what we strive 
for every day,” commented Circle of Love Executive 
Director Chad Caldwell.
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Lynn Curl has been with Circle of Love for 25 years 
and Gary Miller has 10 years of service.  They were 
presented with service awards in December.



New Volunteer Class Being Offered in February

Group Meetings Will Support the Grieving
Circle of Love’s Bereavement Team plans to facilitate 
three community grief groups this year, to be held 
the first four Tuesdays in February, June and October.  
While the groups are open to the community they are 
often full of former patient’s loved ones.  
Meetings take place from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM at the 
Hospice Circle of Love office and cover a variety of 
topics including identity changes and ongoing 
support.  The groups help participants feel less alone 
as they navigate the grieving process.  
     Anyone interested in signing up can call Dr. Matt 
Miles or Reverend Gary Miller at the Hospice Circle of 
Love office, 580-234-2273 to sign up.  Participants are 
encouraged to attend all four sessions.

Hospice Circle of Love is looking for new volunteers 
to add to their team.  A volunteer training course is 
scheduled for February 15th and 17th from 2 to 5 
each day at the Circle of Love office, 314 S. Third.  
Hospice Circle of Love volunteers make a difference 
in the lives of patients and families in many ways.   
Whether they are providing respite for a caregiver 
or companionship to a 
nursing home patient, they 
have a positive impact 
on the lives of those they 
serve.
    In addition to working 
with patients, 
Circle of Love  
volunteers help with the 
agency’s annual  
fundraisers, such as Tree 
of Life, book sales and a 
clay shoot.  They also work 
in the office, which might 
include putting together 
packets for new hospice 
families, filing or answering 

phones during a staff meeting.  Volunteers assist 
with special events as well, such as annual flu clinics, 
health fairs and the Walk to End Alzheimer’s.
    Long time volunteer Jovita Lang says she has had 
many blessings from taking part.  “The hospice team 
members are all so kind and considerate to work 
with whether it’s a fundraising event or helping with 

a patient.  I also treasure the 
new friends and the expe-
riences I’ve made through 
the years being a volunteer.”  
“Each of the numerous ways 
our volunteers are involved 
with the organization are 
important,” commented 
Volunteer Coordinator Julie 
Nelson.  “Volunteers choose 
which areas they are most 
interested in and that’s where 
they are placed.”
     Anyone interested in 
volunteering can call 580-234-                          

   2273 for an application.

Grief  Group
Every Tuesday in February

5 to 6 PM
Hospice Circle of  Love

Call 580-234-2273 to sign-up

Dates Set For Spring Book Sale
Mark your calendars for Hospice Circle of Love’s 
Spring Book Sale coming up April 8th from 9 to 7 and 
April 9th from 9 to 5.  There will be several thousand 
titles to choose from in a large variety of genres.  
Categories include mystery, romance, children’s,
religious, cookbooks, sci-fi, non-fiction stories and 
much more.  Most books are in great shape and are 
just $1.00 for hardbacks and $.50 for paperbacks.

Cathy Wiles, Jovita Lang and Charlene Wilson 
pause for a picture while volunteering at Tree 
of Life. 



Tree of Life Celebration, a Meaningful Event 
Three glowing Christmas trees bearing ornaments of 
loved ones no longer with us served as the backdrop 
of the 2021 Tree of Life celebration held last month.  
The event included a reading of the names of those 
being remembered, a beautiful medley of Christmas 
music performed on the piano and a spiritual 
message from Hospice Circle of Love Chaplain Gary 
Miller. 
    This year’s Tree of Life ornaments were white 
ceramic Christmas trees bearing a star on top. As the 
Christmas tree invokes the spirit of the holiday and is 
associated with the act of families coming together, it 
represents important aspects of the holiday season.  
Eternal life and embracing family traditions are a 
couple of examples.  These are also things that tie us 
back to our loved ones who are no longer with us, but 
still in our hearts.
    2021 marked the 32nd year this event has been 
held.

Tree of Life participants search for their loved one’s 
ornaments at the 2021 Tree of Life.

Several Community Events Kept Us Busy at the End of 2021

Above Top: Circle of Love staff and volunteers 
Walked to End Alzheimer’s in October.  Our 
team raised $2,000.00 towards research for 
a cure.  Above Bottom: Todd Lee takes the 
course during the 2021 Benefit Clay Shoot

Top Left:  Circle 
of Love hosted 
a booth at an 
annual chili 
cookoff to raise 
money for the 
United Way in 
October.

Bottom Left:
Circle of Love 
helped with a 
community flu 
clinic in 
October.
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Grief Group
February 1, 8, 15, 22
5 to 6 PM @ Hospice Circle of Love

Spring Book Sale
Friday, April 8th - 9 AM to 7 PM & Saturday, April 9th - 
9 AM to 5 PM @ Hospice Circle of Love

Mint Julep Jubilee
Saturday, May 7th @ Oakwood County Club

Clay Shoot
October 1st @ 2598 Hwy 58, Ringwood, OK


