
Minutes from City of Middletown Work session January 11, 2021 

The City Council of Middletown, Iowa met on January 11, 2021 at 6:30 pm for a work session.  

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Eric Gerst, roll call was called showing the following 

members in attendance, E. Gerst, Mijanto, Martin.  Asmus, S. Gerst, Oetken. Motion by Oetken 

to approve agenda, Second by Martin.  Vote, Mijanto; yes, Martin; yes, Oetken yes, Asmus; yes, 

S. Gerst; yes.  Jeffrey A. Miller, PLS, from Klinger and Associates addressed the City Council.  

Klinger and Associates’ was asked to gather some preliminary information on the potential costs 

for developing lots in the area of the “Parade Grounds”.  Mr. Miller estimated that the water main 

extension that would be necessary would be approximately $45,000.  The installation of sanitary 

sewer would be approximately $90,000 and design,final plat, description, office preparation, 

topography survey and staking would be approximately $30,000.  Mr. Miller stated that he did 

not have any estimates from Alliant Utility on the cost of bringing gas and electric to the lots.  

The base cost to divide the land into building lots and prepare the lots for sale would be 

approximately $165,000, in addition there will be the cost to deliver utilities to the lots.  There 

was discussion about existing covenants to surrounding subdivisions and if these covenants 

would directly impact the new development.  There was a short discussion on the water tower 

and the estimated cost of $75,000 to $100,000 to bring the water tower back online.  The City 

Clerk asked if the Council would set a date to have a work session to discuss the fiscal year 21-

22 upcoming budget.  The Council was asked to prioritize any projects that they thought needed 

consideration in the upcoming budget.  A work session was scheduled for Monday January 18, 

2021 at 4:30 pm in the Council Chambers.  The City Clerk gave a report to the Council 

regarding the cost associated with compelling residents to comply with the City of Middletown 

Nuisance Ordinance.  Per the Council request the Clerk spoke to the City Attorney, the attorney 

indicated that we could expect to see an expenditure of approximately $5,000 to $7,000 if we 

did not have to go to court to enforce the Ordinance.  He indicated that we could expect to see 

an expenditure of approximately $10,000 to $20,000 if we have to go to court to enforce the 

Ordinance. Should the actual abatement cost fall upon the city, Middletown would have to pay 

have to pay the contractor.  It would then be up to the City to decide if they would attach a lien 

to the property or impose a judgement on the responsible party.  The Council directed the City 

Clerk to bring a resolution to the February meeting approving moving forward with nuisance 

abatement. Motion to adjourn work session by Asmus, Second by Martin. Vote, Mijanto; yes, 

Martin; yes, Asmus; yes, S. Gerst; yes, Oetken; yes. 

Minutes from Middletown Regular City Council Meeting January 11, 2021. 

The City Council of Middletown, Iowa met on January 11, 2021 at 7:18 pm for the Regular City 

Council Meeting.  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Eric Gerst, roll call was called 

showing the following members in attendance, E. Gerst,, Mijanto, Martin, Asmus, S. Gerst, 

Oetken. All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Motion by Asmus to approve agenda, 

Second by Oetken.  Vote, Mijanto; yes, Martin; yes, Asmus; yes, S. Gerst; yes, Oetken; yes.  

Mayor Gerst asked if there were any Citizen Inquiries.  Citizen Debra Wallin 414 Crescent Drive 

addressed the Council.  She stated that the Council did not adopt the language that she has 

submitted with her petition asking that no development take place East and West of Crescent 

Drive for five years.  Deb Wallin then requested to be put on the agenda for the next meeting to 

discuss development.  Tom Hemmerling 406 East Street addressed the Council.  He asked why 

the City can’t break up some of the land they own and sell it.  He stated that they have been 

talking about it for years.  Deb Wallin got back up and began speaking about the property that 

the City sold on Main Street in 2016.  She felt that the City should not of sold the property to the 



developer for the price that it was sold.  Orrin Asmus 185 Mechanic Street addressed the 

Council. Mr. Asmus Stated that the City would have been broke if the City hadn’t sold the 

property in 2016. He stated the City needed to sell property to keep taxes down. Earl Martin 303 

Center addressed the Council.  He stated that he was on the Council when that piece of 

property was sold.  Mr. Martin stated that at the time the City was broke and the deal looked 

good.  Linda Fuller 408 Crescent Drive addressed the Council.  She stated that her and her 

husband went to several locations where the developer that purchased the Main Street property 

had developed property and came back and warned the City Council not to sell.  Eric Gerst 401 

Plains Street addressed the Council.  He stated that he had attended meetings leading up to the 

sale of the Main Street property.  He stated that he would like to know what the City Council at 

that time bought with the $90,000 they received from the sale of the Main Street property. He 

stated that clearly the city was not broke at that time or there was a bad use of the money.  

Linda Fuller 408 Crescent addressed the Council and asked who currently owns the Main Street 

property now because it looks terrible.  The Mayor made announcement of Mayoral 

Appointments for 2021.  They are Finance and Personnel; Mayor, Eric Gerst - Mayor Pro Tem*; 

Council Person, Earl Martin - Buildings and Grounds; Council Person, Shannon Oetken - Public 

Safety; Council Person, Orrin Asmus - Water; Council Person, Stephanie Gerst – Sewer Council 

Person, Earl Martin – Streets, Council Person, Syd Mijanto. Resolution 2021-1 Naming The Des 

Moines County News as the primary publication for the City of Middletown. Motion by Asmus by 

Second by Oetken. Vote, Mijanto; yes, Martin; yes, Asmus; yes, S. Gerst; yes, Oetken; yes.  

Resolution 2021-2 naming Lynch Dallas, P.C., from Cedar Rapids, Iowa the primary legal 

counsel for the City of Middletown. Motion by Asmus by Second by Gerst. Vote, Mijanto; yes, 

Martin; yes, Asmus; yes, S. Gerst; yes, Oetken; yes. Resolution 2021-3 approving Law 

Enforcement agreement between the City of Middletown and the Des Moines County Sheriff’s 

Office. Motion by Asmus by Second by Oetken. Vote, Mijanto; yes, Martin; yes, Asmus; yes, S. 

Gerst; yes, Oetken; yes. Resolution 2021-4 Establishing EMERGENCY SNOW ROUTES for the 

City of Middletown. Motion by Asmus by Second by Martin. Vote, Mijanto; yes, Martin; yes, 

Asmus; yes, S. Gerst; yes, Oetken; yes.  Discussion and Action on changing the sign at Drulis 

Park to read “PEDESTRIAN USE ONLY FROM OCTOBER 1 TO APRIL 1.  NO MOTORIZED 

VEHICLES ALLOWED”. Motion by Asmus by Second by Gerst. Vote, Mijanto; yes, Martin; yes, 

Asmus; yes, S. Gerst; yes, Oetken; yes.  The Public Works Director gave a report on his 

monthly activities.  The City Clerk gave a short report on his monthly activities.   Consideration 

and/or action on routine matters. Motion by Asmus by Second by Oetken. Vote, Mijanto; yes, 

Martin; yes, Asmus; yes, S. Gerst; yes, Oetken; yes.  Motion to adjourn by Oetken Second by 

Asmus, Mijanto; yes, Martin; yes, Asmus; yes, S. Gerst; yes, Oetken; yes 

 

 


