
 
Driving Matrix 

State License Process Driver’s Ed Foster Youth Insurance Specifics 
Connecticut  Learner's permits are 

now required of all 
new license applicants 
regardless of age. 
 
To apply for a learner's 
permit, the applicant 
must: 
Receive parental or 
legal guardian 
permission to apply for 
a learner's permit. 
Pass a vision test and a 
25-question 
knowledge test at 
DMV.   
 
A 16-or 17-year-old 
with a valid license 
who wants to obtain a 
Connecticut license 
must: 
 
Complete the 8-hour 
Safe Driving Practices 
class at a commercial 
driving school or 
secondary school in 
Connecticut, including 
the 2-hour 
parent/legal guardian 
training. 
 
Must have held their 

Two-Hour Parent 
Training 
 
Connecticut law 
requires that one 
parent or legal 
guardian be available 
and take a 2 hour 
parent training at a 
commercial driving 
school before a teen is 
eligible for a driver 
license.  If your parent 
or legal guardian is 
unable to attend the 2 
hour parent training, 
you will not be eligible 
for a Connecticut 
driver license until you 
reach age 18. 
 
 
• Commercial (Private) 
driving school: 30 
hours classroom 
training (which 
includes the Safe 
Driving Practices 
course and 2 hours of 
parent training) and 
40 hours of practice 
driving  
 
• High School Driver’s 

YAB's Adolescent Bill of Rights and Expectations: 
 
• Caretakers of children in foster care are required to "assist the 
child in obtaining legal documents and licenses, including a birth 
certificate, Social Security card, state identification card and driver’s 
license" 
 
DCF Adolescent Services Policy 
• If a youth is 16+ the Adolescent Specialist will review the request 
with the youth and caregiver to determine whether the youth has 
exhibited sufficiently responsible behavior to be eligible for the 
privilege.  
• DCF shall provide financial assistance to eligible youth to obtain a 
driver’s license. 
• Youth under age 18 shall successfully complete a certified driver’s 
education program in order to obtain a driver’s license. DCF shall pay 
100% of the cost of one driver’s education program for eligible 
youth. 
• At age 16, a youth may take the written exam to obtain their 
permit. A youth make take the driving test to obtain their license six 
months after obtaining their permit. 
• The Area Office Director or designee shall sign the DMV form 2D 
“Parents’ or Guardian’s Certification” for youth who are ages 16 and 
17. 
• The Adolescent Specialist shall verify with the owner of any car 
that the youth plans to drive that the required insurance is being 
carried and that the owner assumes responsibility for the actions of 
the youth while they are driving the car. 

Connecticut law requires that any 
motor vehicle registration that has not 
been canceled must have liability 
insurance.   If your registration has 
expired, liability insurance on the 
vehicle is required until the 
registration/license plates have been 
canceled. 
 
Limits of liability as required by law are 
as follows (effective January 1, 2018): 
 
$25,000 bodily injury per person. 
$50,000 bodily injury per accident. 
$25,000 property damage per 
accident. 



 
permit for at least 4 
months or 6 months. 
To be eligible after 4 
months, you must 
have had at least 30 
hours classroom and 8 
hours behind-the-
wheel practice driving 
with a licensed 
commercial/secondary 
driving school. You 
may be eligible after 6 
months if you’ve done 
“home training” 
 
Drive Only License for 
undocumented 
individuals 16+ who 
cannot establish legal 
presence in the USA. 
Those 18 and older 
must hold the permit 
for 90 days, while 16 
and 17 year-olds have 
special training 
requirements and 
must hold the permit 
for a longer period of 
time. A road test is 
taken after having the 
learner's permit for 
the required time for 
training. 

Education: 30 hours 
classroom training, 
which includes Safe 
Driving Practices 
course and 2 hours of 
parent training and 40 
hours of practice 
driving 
 
• Home Training: 22 
hour classroom type 
training and an 8 hour 
Safe Driving Practice 
course at a 
commercial/secondary 
school which includes 
2 hours of 
parent/legal guardian 
training and 40 hours 
of practice driving. The 
driving practice must 
be given by a Qualified 
Trainer.  
 
Qualified Trainers 
(eligible to train and 
sign a form under 
penalty of false 
statement attesting to 
applicant’s fulfillment 
of all driver education 
requirements) must 
be 20 or older, held a 
driver license for at 
least 4 years with no 
suspensions during 
past 4 years 



 
 

State License Process Driver’s Ed Foster Youth Insurance Specifics 
 
Maine 

 To obtain a 
learner's permit, 
applicants must 
be at least 15 
years of age and 
successfully 
complete the 
written driving 
examination 

 If a permit is 
issued to a person 
under 21 years of 
age that person 
must hold the 
permit for 6 
months before 
applying for a road 
test. 

 If a permit is 
issued to a person 
under 21 years of 
age, they must log 
70 hours of driving 
and 10 of the 
hours must be 
done after dark. 

 If a permit expires, 
the person must 
take an exam for a 
new permit, but 
will not be 
required to wait 
before applying 
for a road test.  
The learner's 

Private Driving 
Schools  

Title 29-A MRSA, Chapter 11, Subchapter 2, Section 1304, Subsection 
1, Paragraph H: "A person under 21 years of age may not apply for a 
license unless: (1) A period of 3 months has passed from the date 
the person was issued an instruction permit; and (2) The person has 
completed a minimum of 35 hours of driving, including 5 hours of 
night driving, while accompanied by a parent, guardian, or licensed 
driver at least 20 years of age.  
From the Maine Policy Handbook: 
• The Department of Human Services may cover the total cost for 
driver’s education.  However, if the youth has part-time 
employment, or is willing or able to work, they may be expected to 
pay for a negotiated portion of the cost of their driver’s education 
course.  However, lack of funds for driver’s education should not be 
a barrier to acquiring this important life skill. 
• Prior to starting their driver’s education course, the youth will 
provide their caseworker with a list of the names of individuals who 
are willing to supervise their practice driving time.  This will give the 
caseworker time to review the list and perform any background 
checks on individuals at their discretion. These can be caseworkers, 
foster parents, group home staff, agency approved mentors, 
employers, birth parents, or other responsible licensed drivers. 
• After the youth’s driving hours log is complete, it must be signed 
by a District Program Administrator, or Children’s Services 
Supervisor in order for the youth to be able to schedule a time for 
their driver’s license road test.  (Note: Some Bureau of Motor 
Vehicle offices may require the signature of the Program 
Administrator for the driving hours log) 
• In the event that a registered and insured vehicle in which to take 
the road test is unavailable, the Department of Human Services will 
pay for the rental of a driver’s education vehicle for youth to use to 
take the road test. 
• Once the youth passes the road test and obtains their 60-day 
temporary driver’s license, they will go the local BMV office with 
their parent or guardian within 60 days to obtain their picture 
license.  The parent or guardian must go with the youth in order to 

None 



 
permit expires 
after two years. 
Permits are not 
renewable, but 
additional two-
year permits can 
be issued. Upon 
permit expiration, 
the person must 
file a new 
application and 
complete the 
vision exam and 
written exam 
again. Any 
required driving 
hours logged on 
the initial learner's 
permit will carry 
over. 

 To apply for your 
driver's license, 
you must be at 
least 16 years of 
age and have 
completed an 
approved driver 
education course. 
You must 
successfully 
complete a road 
test. You are 
required to 
complete 70 hours 
of practice driving, 
which must 
include 10 hours 

sign for the picture license.  (Note: It IS necessary for the District 
Program Administrator to sign off on this.) 



 
of night driving, 
and have held 
your learner's 
permit for at least 
six months. The 70 
hours of practice 
driving must begin 
after you have 
been issued a 
learner's permit. A 
supervising driver 
who is at least 20 
years old and has 
held a license for 
at least two years 
must accompany 
you. 

 A license issued to 
a person under 
the age of 18 is an 
intermediate 
license 

 If you are 18 years 
of age or older, 
you are not 
required to 
complete driver 
education. 

 A license for 
anyone between 
16-20 is a juvenile 
provisional license 
for a period of two 
years 

 If you are 21 years 
of age or older, 
you are not 



 
required to 
complete a driver 
education course 
or log driving 
hours. 

 
Parents supervised 
driving program 
(resource guide) 

State License Process Driver’s Ed Foster Youth Insurance Specifics 
Massachusetts  LEARNER’S 

PERMIT: At age 15 
and 9 months, you 
may begin the 
classroom portion 
of driver 
education. When 
you turn 16, you 
may apply for a 
learner’s permit. 
You (and a parent 
or guardian if you 
are under 18) 
need to bring a 
completed permit 
application to a 
full service RMV 
office. Proof of 
identification is 
required, plus you 
will be required to 
pass a vision test. 
You must pass a 
25 question 
written/computer-
based exam to 
obtain your 

Public school driver 
education program 
These programs are 
offered at public high 
schools or as part of a 
continuing education 
program sponsored by 
the local school 
district. Typically, high 
school faculty 
members or 
employees of the 
school district that are 
licensed by the RMV 
to teach driver's 
education teach these 
programs to students 
enrolled in public high 
schools. 
 
Private driving schools 
 
Drivers Ed: 
• 30 hour classroom, 
12 hours driving, 6 
hours in-car 
observation, two-hour 

Does not have specific policies or regulations for youth in foster care 
 
Preparing Adolescents for Young Adulthood: By completing each of 
the five modules in the PAYA ($500 for driver’s ed) 
curriculum you may be eligible for a one-time payment of up to $300 
for driver's education or $50 for independent living needs 
 
Paid for by Chaffee Dollars 
 
“Rise Above”-provides foster youth anything they need  

Required to have four: 
 
Bodily Injury to Others; 
Personal Injury Protection (PIP); 
Bodily Injury Caused by an Uninsured 
Auto; and 
Damage to Someone Else's Property. 



 
permit. 

 A learner’s permit 
is valid for two 
years and allows 
you to drive 
accompanied by a 
licensed driver at 
least 21 years old 
with at least one 
year’s driving 
experience. You 
must complete at 
least 40 hours of 
supervised driving 
practice. 

 JUNIOR 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENSE: If you are 
under the age of 
18, you may apply 
for a driving test 
once you have 
completed all the 
requirements of 
driver education, 
and have had your 
learner’s permit 
for at least 6 
months. When 
you pass the 
driving test, you 
will be issued a 
Junior Operator’s 
License. 

 When you are a 
Junior Operator 
(between the ages 

parent class 
• Complete an 
additional 40 hours of 
supervised practice 
(30 hours with driver 
skills development 
program) 



 
of 16 ½ and 18), 
you may not drive 
during the first 6 
months with any 
person under age 
18 in the vehicle 
(other than 
yourself or an 
immediate family 
member) unless 
you are 
accompanied by a 
licensed driver at 
least 21 years old. 
You may not 
operate a motor 
vehicle between 
the hours of 12:30 
a.m. – 5:00 a.m. 
unless 
accompanied by 
your parent or 
legal guardian. 

 FULL LICENSE: At 
age 18, if you have 
held a junior 
operator license 
for at least 12 
months, you are 
eligible for an 
unrestricted 
driver’s license. 

State License Process Driver’s Ed Foster Youth Insurance Specifics 
New 
Hampshire 

 New Hampshire 
does not issue 
learner's permits; 
however, a person 

Driver Education is 
required for anyone 
under the age of 18, 
and for non-US 

None at this time Not required to have insurance 



 
learning to drive is 
permitted to drive 
under certain 
conditions. 

 The driver must 
be at least 15½ 
years old and 
must carry proof 
of age in the 
vehicle. 

 The person 
learning to drive 
must be 
accompanied by a 
parent, legal 
guardian, or other 
responsible 
licensed adult 25 
years of age or 
older. 

 The vehicle used 
for practice must 
be a non-
commercial 
vehicle. 

 The adult 
accompanying the 
person who is 
learning to drive 
must sit in the 
front seat of the 
vehicle and must 
hold a current, 
valid driver 
license. The 
accompanying 
adult shall be 

citizens temporarily 
residing in New 
Hampshire who don't 
have previous driving 
experience. 
• Thirty (30) hours of 
classroom instruction 
with a certified driver 
education instructor 
• Ten (10) hours of 
practice driving with a 
certified driver 
education instructor 
• Six (6) hours of 
driving observation 
with a certified driver 
education instructor 
• In addition each 
student must log forty 
(40) additional hours 
of supervised driving 
time with a parent, 
guardian or other 
responsible adult. Ten 
(10) hours of the 
additional driving 
practice must be 
completed at night. 
 
• Driver Education is 
offered at many public 
high schools in New 
Hampshire and at over 
60 Commercial Driver 
Education Schools, 
which are licensed by 
the NH DMV. 



 
liable for any 
motor vehicle 
violation 
committed by the 
unlicensed driver.  

 Drivers under 18 
years old must 
complete an 
approved Driver 
Education 
Program and 
provide written 
permission from a 
parent or guardian 
in order to apply 
for a driver 
license. 

 Any person over 
16 years old and 
under 21 years of 
age will be issued 
a Youth Operator 
License which has 
restrictions 

 

State License Process Driver’s Ed Foster Youth Insurance Specifics 
Rhode Island  Limited 

Instructional 
Permit: A Rhode 
Island drivers 
permit can be 
issued to any 
Rhode Island 
resident who is 16 
but less than 18 
years of age, and 
has completed the 
33-hour driver 

Driver’s Ed is designed 
for high school 
students, ages 15 
years and 10 months 
through 19 years. 
Successful completion 
of this course earns a 
certificate that 
students may present 
to the DMV for a 
Drivers Permit. 
 

None at this time 
 
If it’s requested practice shows that this would be supported.  

N/A 



 
education course 
certified by the 
Community 
College of Rhode 
Island. This permit 
is valid for one 
year or until the 
applicant turns 18, 
whichever is 
greater. A road 
test may not be 
given until the 
permit is held for 
six months 

 A parent, legal 
guardian, licensed 
foster parent or 
adult spouse must 
be present to sign 
the permit 
application. A 
parent, legal 
guardian or foster 
parent must show 
identification. 
Legal guardian or 
licensed foster 
parent must show 
documentation to 
verify their 
authorization. 

 Limited 
Provisional 
License: you must 
have held the 
Limited 
Instructional 

Courses are offered at 
most high schools, 
CCRI's four campus 
locations, and various 
locations throughout 
the state. 
 
 
Cost 
$110* 
Textbook is an 
additional $19.95 
*includes $10 non-
refundable 
registration fee 
Time Commitment 
33 hours 
Schedule varies by 
course 
 
In addition, youth 
must complete a 
minimum of 50 hours 
of driving experience 
with a supervising 
driver with 10 of those 
hours at night. 
 
Road test: $27.50 
Permit (Under 18): 
$12.50 
License under 18: 
$27.50 
Permit (18+): $7.50 
First License after 
passing: $39.50* Have 
to renew your license 



 
Permit for at least 
6 months and not 
been convicted of 
a motor vehicle 
violation during 
that period. You 
must also present 
an affidavit signed 
by a parent or 
guardian stating 
that you have 
completed a 
minimum of 50 
hours of driving 
experience with a 
supervising driver 
with 10 of those 
hours at night. 

 Full Operator's 
License: you must 
be 17 years old 
but less than 18 
years old, held a 
Limited 
Provisional 
License for at least 
12 months, and 
not been 
convicted of a 
motor vehicle 
violation during 
the preceding 6 
months. 

 Any Rhode Island 
resident 18 years 
or older who has 
have never been 

2 years (or 18th 
birthday whichever 
comes first) after 
obtaining it for the 
first time regardless of 
age 



 
issued a Rhode 
Island driver's 
license or if the 
license has been 
expired for more 
than five years, 
must apply for a 
driving instruction 
permit by taking 
the computerized 
knowledge exam.  

 Driver’s education 
is not required to 
receive a permit.  

 They must have 
their Learner's 
Permit for at least 
30 days prior to 
their first 
scheduled road 
test. 

State License Process Driver’s Ed Foster Youth Insurance Specifics 
Vermont  LEARNER'S 

PERMIT: You must 
be at least 15 
years old to take 
the test. You must 
also be a Vermont 
Resident or a 
resident of 
another State 
enrolled in a 
Vermont Driver 
Education & 
Training. 

 To apply for a 
Learner’s Permit, 

• A state-approved 
driver education 
course: This course 
consists of a minimum 
of 30 hours classroom, 
6 hours behind-the-
wheel instruction, and 
6 hours observation 
and is required for 
license applicants 
under the age of 18. 
Students who 
successfully complete 
the course are issued 
a "Driver Education 

Policy 160 – Supporting Adolescents in DCF Custody: 
https://dcf.vermont.gov/sites/dcf/files/FSD/Policies/160.pdf 
 
• DCF shall support youth in care, when appropriate to age and 
other circumstances, to receive assistance, knowledge, and skills 
related to preparing to drive. Obtaining a driver's license is a normal 
and healthy experience for foster youth. • Active efforts to support 
this goal should include identification of appropriate car insurance 
plans, ensuring that youth are able to engage in the required 
number of driving practice hours, and that youth will have access to 
a vehicle for the required driving test. 
• Youth in the custody of the Department should be encouraged to 
obtain their drivers’ permit when they have reached 15 years of age. 
Youth that are in the custody of the Department will need guardian 
permission to take the drivers’ permit and drivers’ license exams. 

For youth engaged in services, the 
Youth Development Program may 
contribute to the costs of drivers’ 
permits, licenses, private drivers’ 
education courses, and car insurance 
premiums. 



 
an individual 
under the age of 
18 must have 
maintained a 
"clean" driving 
record in the 
previous two 
years.  

 If you are 15, 16 
or 17 years old, 
you need your 
parent's or legal 
guardian's 
permission (unless 
you are an 
emancipated 
minor). A parent 
or legal guardian 
must sign the 
application before 
you can take the 
test. 

 With a valid 
Learner’s Permit, 
you may drive 
anywhere, 
anytime in 
Vermont if there is 
a licensed and 
unimpaired parent 
or guardian, or a 
licensed or 
certified 
unimpaired driver 
education 
instructor or a 
licensed and 

Certificate". 
• Driver license 
testing: 
Instructors at 
participating schools 
are certified to 
administer the DMV 
driver license road 
test. This service may 
be provided to 
students who have 
completed an 
approved driver 
education course. 
• High School Driver 
License Testing 
High school driver 
education instructors 
are now conducting 
driver license road 
tests. This service is 
provided only at 
schools that have 
enrolled in the testing 
program, and by those 
instructors who have 
been certified as 
examiners by the 
Department of Motor 
Vehicles. Road tests 
will be administered 
only to students who 
attend a participating 
school. 
 
 
• In addition to the 

The Family Services Worker, or another DCF representative, must 
sign the applications before youth take the required tests.  
• Youth should be encouraged to complete a driver-training course 
after age 15 and upon obtaining a drivers’ permit. Most high schools 
offer drivers’ education classes but oftentimes, these opportunities 
may not be available. For youth engaged in services, the Youth 
Development Program may contribute to the costs of drivers’ 
permits, licenses, private drivers’ education courses, and car 
insurance premiums. (Through Youth Development Program) 
 
From Policy 75 – Normalcy and the Reasonable and Prudent Parent 
Standard:https://dcf.vermont.gov/sites/dcf/files/FSD/Policies/75.pdf 
• Youth should be supported in taking steps to obtain a driver’s 
license once they reach 15 or 16 years of age if developmentally 
appropriate. 
 
Department of Labor also will pay for driver’s ed if it’s a barrier to 
employment  



 
unimpaired 
individual 25 years 
of age or older 
riding in the front 
seat 

 JUNIOR DRIVER'S 
LICENSE: Must 
have maintained a 
‘clean’ driving 
record without 
any Learner’s 
Permit recalls, 
suspensions or 
revocations for a 
six (6) month 
period prior to 
obtaining a Junior 
Driver’s License. 

 An individual must 
possess a 
Learner’s Permit 
for at least one (1) 
year prior to 
obtaining a Junior 
Driver’s License. 

 A Junior Driver’s 
License is issued 
to persons 16 or 
17 years old who 
pass the required 
examination. Your 
parent or legal 
guardian must 
sign your 
application giving 
permission for you 
to be tested. 

hours indicated above, 
you must complete 40 
hours of driving 
practice, with at least 
10 hours being 
nighttime driving. 
Nighttime driving is 
considered driving 
during the period of 
30 minutes after 
sunset, to 30 minutes 
before sunrise. 



 
 Before getting a 

license, all 16 and 
17 year olds must 
have passed a 
state approved 
driver education 
and training 
course consisting 
of 30 hours of 
classroom study, 6 
hours behind the 
wheel training and 
6 hours of 
observation.  

 In addition to the 
hours indicated 
above, you must 
complete 40 hours 
of driving practice, 
with at least 10 
hours being 
nighttime driving. 
Nighttime driving 
is considered 
driving during the 
period of 30 
minutes after 
sunset, to 30 
minutes before 
sunrise. 

 NEW DRIVER'S 
LICENSE: A 
Driver’s License is 
issued to eligible 
individuals 18 
years of age or 
older who pass 



 
the required 
examination. 

 DRIVER PRIVILEGE 
CARD: The 
Privilege Card is 
available to 
anyone that is a 
Vermont Resident 
and a U.S. Citizen, 
U.S. National or 
Permanent 
Resident Alien or, 
an Undocumented 
Immigrant in the 
United States. A 
driver privilege 
card will be issued 
when: 

 
A citizen of a foreign 
country is unable to 
establish legal 
presence in the United 
States but furnishes 
reliable proof of 
Vermont residence 
and of name, date of 
birth, place of birth 
and satisfies all other 
requirements for 
obtaining a license or 
permit. 

 


