
November 2021

Christmas Party
Frontiers of Flight Museum 

at Love Field
6911 Lemmon Avenue, D/T 75209

Friday, December 10, 2021
11:00 am – 2:00 pm

Please bring a new, unwrapped toy.  Toys will go to “Toys for Tots” so that many 
children will have a gift this year!  

Drop-off box will be located at the front door.
Also, don’t forget your snack to share (on a disposable dish)

and ready to serve.

Please bring an appetizer to share.  Also, please bring food items in a disposable 
dish or plate ready to set on the table. 

This year we are asking that you RSVP so that the Hospitality Committee will 
know how many B’s to set up for.

Jean Jordan has been in contact with Double Tree Hotel at 3300 W. 
Mockingbird Lane by Love Field entrance to extend discount rates to Clipped B 
members who might be traveling to Dallas for the event.  Room for two will be $139 
with two complimentary breakfasts included.  Call 800-774-1500 and ask for the 
Braniff Clipped B’s Holiday Rooms. Or go to this link (reservation deadline 11/30): 
https:/www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/dallodt-bcb-51ccc621-fc1F-4f4f-b34c-
b8ad4eafcede/  

RSVP by December 5!
email Jean at lilybel13@yahoo.com

There is NO CHARGE for this Clipped B party!!

mailto:lilybel13@yahoo.com


A Word from Our President, Jean Jordan

Event Calendar
For the Clipped B’s 

Mark Your Calendars

Clipped B’s Christmas Party: Friday, December 10, 2021
Frontiers of Flight Museum   

Board Meeting: Wednesday, February 2, 2022, 11:00 a.m.
All Clipped B’s invited Pancake House, NW Hwy & Midway

March Meeting & Luncheon: Wednesday, March 2, 2022, 11:00 a.m. 
All Clipped B’s invited Liz Wahlquist’s, 46 Downs Lake Circle

Board Meeting: Wednesday, April 6, 2022, 11:00 a.m.
All Clipped B’s invited Pancake House, NW Hwy & Midway

Spring Luncheon Friday, May 6, 2022, 11:00 a.m.
Maggiano’s, North Park Mall

Happy Thanksgiving B’s 🐝🐝🐝🐝

I hope you are able to spend lots of time 
with family and friends!

The Clipped B Christmas Party is Friday, 
December 10, 2021, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.  This year we are asking that you RVSP!  
Please email me by December 5 at 
lilybel13@yahoo.com if attending.

If you would like to volunteer for the 
Clipped B’s board, please contact me by 
November 30, 2021.  

If you haven’t found our closed, private Facebook page, Braniff Clipped B’s, we now 
have 588 members.  Please invite former Braniff Flight Attendants to our group.  Hope 
to see everyone soon!

Happy Thanksgiving B’s🐝🐝🐝

Jean Jordan

mailto:lilybel13@yahoo.com


Remembering A Very Special B

Jean Duncan

Jean Duncan was born in Corpus Christi, Texas, on January 11, 1926. Jean passed away on Saturday 
afternoon, October 10, 2021, after a brief illness. Jean was a lifelong resident of Texas. Her heart 
belonged to the Dallas Cowboys, Texas Rangers, Dallas Mavericks, and her Texas Longhorns. If you called 
her during a game, your conversation was certain to be brief. She made countless friends over her long 
life; her impact has been long lasting and unforgettable. Jean will be remembered for her beautiful and 
warm smile, joyful laughter, kindness, grace, and elegance.

Jean graduated from the University of Texas and began her career as an educator. She was intrigued 
with the idea of seeing world as an airline hostess. She was offered an opportunity with Braniff Airlines; 
with her parent’s approval she gladly accepted the job on June 1, 1953. Her career with Braniff left an 
enduring mark on the airline and those she trained and served. In January of 1959, Jean decided that she 
would like to continue teaching but at Braniff instead of in the public schools. She accepted a position in 
the hostess management department, becoming a hostess training instructor. In only one year, she was 
promoted to supervisor of training in September 1960, with one instructor under her management.

On May 12, 1982, Jean Duncan was the senior flight attendant on the company’s nonstop Boeing 747 
flight from DFW Airport to Honolulu. While the massive 747 was flying over Los Angeles, California, a 
message was relayed to the Captain that Braniff had ceased all flight operations and that he needed to 
land in Los Angeles. He shrewdly declined and continued to take his passengers and crew to their final 
destination in Hawaii. The Big Orange 747 was refueled and the flight returned nonstop to DFW Airport.  
The rest is history! 

Jean was a proud member of the Clipped B’s where she was able to continue her cherished friendships 
with Braniff comrades.

In accordance with her wishes, a private memorial service was held for family on Wednesday, October 
13, 2021. The service was presented to the public via ZOOM. Burial followed immediately after the 
service at Roselawn Cemetery in Denton, Texas.

Jean and  her dog, Bella



A TRIBUTE TO JEAN DUNCAN

It was 1952 and the phone rang in her apartment in Dallas Texas; someone from Braniff Airways wanted 
to know if she was interested in flying for the company? Her response was, “Well, I don’t know, I will have 
to ask my Mom and Dad”.  In that moment a Braniff Legend was born! The flash of that smile, the tilt of her 
head, you knew she was a professional the minute you met her. What you didn’t realize at the time 
was you would become part of her vast extended family and that she would love you as a best friend and 
worry about you more than your Mother ever would.  And if you had graduated from one of her classes, she 
would never, ever forget you.

Jean Duncan, an only child, was born in Chapman Ranch Texas, a small town 17 miles south of Corpus 
Christi. Her Daddy was a farmer and a carpenter, her Mother was their homemaker. She attended school in 
Chapman Ranch through Junior High and graduated from CC High School. After graduation she finished two 
years of Junior College and then transferred to the University of Texas where she was graduated with a BA 
in 1948. For 3 years she taught Science, English and Math to the 7th-8th and 9th graders in Corpus.

After going through Hostess training, Jean was based in Dallas on January 1, 1953. She flew on the line 
for six years, where she charmed every passenger, crew member or any other employee or individual that 
she happened to meet. In 1959 she was recruited to head up the Hostess training program.  In 1967 she 
convinced the “Powers that Be” that Braniff truly needed a Training College and they agreed. The new 
building was built in1968. One of her more famous quotes the Flight Attendants remember from their 
training days was; “The only place a Hostess ever chews gum, is underneath the bed”.

In 1969, her next assignment at Braniff was to open the new base in Houston, which she took on with as 
much love and efficiently as she did everything else. With the expansion of the airline routes growing so 
quickly, Jean got the feeling she was missing a lot of exciting times and made the decision to come back on 
the line and resume her flying career. She returned to the Dallas base and flew domestic and International 
until that fateful day, May 12, 1982. She was the “Senior Mama” on the last flight back from Honolulu, 
Captained by Charlie Lamb, who famously told the dispatchers when they wanted him to return Fat Albert 
back to HNL, “negative, we are now at the point of no return”. And so it was, that when flight 502 landed at 
DFW it was the end of Jean’s flying career.

After the Braniff bankruptcy, Jean worked for Arthur Anderson Accounting in Dallas and retired in 1997. 
After retirement she lived in Dallas with her dog, Bella, and was active in the Clipped B’s. For those of us 
who have had the pleasure of belonging to her extended family, we salute you, Jean Duncan! We thank you 
for all you have done for us!  We can never repay you for what you have taught us, not only in the virtual 
classroom but the classroom of life. God Bless you and Godspeed!

Additionally:   
On August 25, 2017, while walking her dog, Bella, at her north Dallas residence, Jean fell and broke her hip. 
Two days later, she had hip surgery. Jean was moved to a rehab facility a few days later to recuperate. She 
was released Sept. 8, 2017 from the rehab facility and then moved to a nearby assisted living residence in 
Flower Mound called AVANTI. While living at AVANTI, Jean had frequent visits from her Braniff Clipped Bs
friends.  A few days prior to having the stroke, Jean moved from AVANTI to a new residence in Lewisville, 
where she could receive a higher level of care.

Following are social media comments from Braniff FAs on learning of Jean’s passing:

One of the finest ** Simply the loveliest person ** A special lady ** An elegant, beautiful lady **
Her legacy will live forever ** One of a kind ** A beautiful soul ** A sweet kind person ** A gracious lady ** 
No one in the world like her **

There will now be no gum chewing in heaven! An angel has just landed!



Braniff Retirement Club Christmas Party

The Braniff Retirement Club Christmas Party to be held at Frontiers of Flight has been scheduled 
and at this time it is planned for an in-person event.  If pandemic case counts were to climb once 
again, a virtual Christmas Show will be presented in mid-December 2021.

The price per person for the Christmas Party is $30.000  Sally Campbell must receive payment no 
later than Wednesday, December 1, 2021.  

Make Check payable to Braniff Retirement Club and mail to: 
Braniff Retirement Club
Ms. Sally Campbell, Treasurer
3207 Waldrop Street
Dallas, TX  75229

The event will be held on Sunday, December 5, 2021, at Frontiers of Flight Museum, Dallas Love 
Field, beginning at 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  The Celebration Restaurant will cater the luncheon.

Thank you, as always,
Braniff Retirement Club
Board of Directors.



EXTRA!  EXTRA!

Late Joiner(s) (add to your directory):
RAY, Ms. Cynthia (Cynthia Ray 65-82); b’day 8/4; 1441 West Contour Drive, #914, San Antonio,TX
78212; cell – 210-828-5329; cray10@hotmail.com
BLESSING, Ms. Gail (69 – 90); b’day 12/16; 4809 Terry St., Dallas, TX  75223; cell – 214-207-7877; 
gailblessing49@gmail.com
RAY, Ms. Sandi (Sandi Ray 71-89); b’day 10/5; 6075 Eagle Point Lane, Frisco, TX 75036; cell -
972/955-5859; 

rayss@msn.com

Corrections to Yearbook:
New address for Beth NEELEY: 1307 Bonnema Ave., Naperville, IL  60565

Sympathy to:
The family of Clipped B, Marie Solomon, whose husband, Ronald Ray Solomon passed away at the 
age of 78 after a lengthy battle with Covid-19 that he fought with everything he had, with his wife 
and his three great-nieces, Cheyenne, Brittany, and Savannah by his side at Presbyterian hospital in 
Dallas on October 3, 2021. Funeral Services were held on October 20. Mr. Solomon was interred at 
the DFW National Cemetery on October 20, 2021.  Entire obituary: 
https://www.northdallasfuneralhome.com/obituary/20808/
The family of Clipped B, Adrian Ricks, whose husband, Jim Ricks, passed away on October 20. There 
will not be a service and no further details are available. Adrian flew from 1962 to 1982 and has 
been an active member of the Clipped B’s and served on the board for many years. Jim frequently 
attended Clipped B functions and was like a member of the club. He will be missed by many. 
Condolences may be sent to:
Adrian Ricks, 5322 Stonegate Rd., Dallas, TX 75209-3518
The family of Clipped B, Suzanne Maddock, whose husband, Frank Maddock, passed away on 
October 20.  Frank was as a Braniff pilot for 16 ½ years beginning in 1966.  After BI, he worked in 
training for American.  Suzanne met Frank on his first trip as a pilot.  She had only been flying 3 
months herself.  It was “love at first sight” and they were married 53 years.  She flew from 65-67 and 
later became a police officer (article written about Suzanne for the Buzz Notes in the November 
2018 Issue).
The family of Clipped B, Sally Roberts (58-60), reports the death of husband, Richard ("Dick"), on 
Aug.13, 2021. after 60 years of marriage.
The family of former Braniff FA, Mary Lou Berna Collins, whose husband, Bill Collins, passed away. 
He was 85 years old.  Bill began his aviation career working as a Braniff cargo man in 1957.  In 1963 
he married Mary Lou.  Bill made the transition to the cockpit six months later; he flew until 1988.  
The Collins were married just shy of 58 years.  They lived in Denton, TX.  His wishes are to be 
cremated and have his ashes spread over Hanama Bay on the island of Oahu, HI.  There will be a 
private memorial service for the family in December.

Get Well Wishes to:
Sharyn Finnegan who fell and has a small fracture in her “already repaired” left hip fracture.  Her 
daughter has asked her to move in with her!

mailto:cray10@hotmail.com
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In Memoriam

CLESI, Janet was born in Royal Oak, Michigan in 1945. She graduated from Royal Oak Dondero High 
School in 1963. After attending college, Janet completed her Flight Attendant training from Braniff 
International in 1967. With her exuberant personality and dry wit, she was a perfect fit for the job. 
Janet loved meeting all types of people and her favorite flights were international. She was a charter 
member of a Dallas bible study for flight attendants. Janet met Vick Clesi on a blind date, and they 
got married on August 2, 1972. Their honeymoon was spent flying around the world for 30 days. She 
passed away this year.  Exact date and details of her funeral service not known.
CARMEAN, Deborah Margaret, 84, of Scottsdale, Arizona passed away peacefully in her home on 
October 22, 2021. Deborah was born on June 19, 1937 in Corning, New York. She was the second 
oldest of four children and graduated from Lodi High School in New Jersey in 1955. In 1958, she 
began working as a flight attendant for Braniff International Airways from 1958 - 1960, where she 
flew until her marriage to Clayton (Hank) Carmean on June 9, 1960. Debbie has been a member of 
the Clipped Bs for many years and continued to keep in touch with her Braniff friends whom she met 
while flying even though she only flew for two years. She retired to marry her husband, Hank. They 
were married for 61 years and had two daughters. They eventually retired in Scottsdale, AZ. Debbie 
was hampered in the last few years with COPD and unable to travel.
SMITH, Ann Bellamy passed away peacefully in the arms of her family at UT Clements Hospital on 
September 7, 2021. Born on November 12, 1948, she grew up in Knoxville, Iowa. Ann graduated at 
the top of her high school class and moved on to Colorado College where she met her husband, Bob 
Smith. They were married in 1973 and enjoyed nearly 50 years of total devotion to each other and a 
lot of fun together. After a brief stint as an English teacher, she moved to Dallas and served as a flight 
attendant at Braniff Airways for seven years, before retiring to raise her family. A service was held on 
September 17th in Dallas.

For those of you who have never 
personally seen the sound barrier, 
here are actual photos of it!  This 
phenomenon only happens at the 
instant an aircraft breaks the sound 
barrier.  It literally appears like the 
aircraft goes through a wall.
Amazing!



THE CLIPPED B’s BUSINESS PAGES

Clothing:
Shannon Fox, Kiss Me Kate Clothing at Camelback Village Center, 5039 N. 44th St.,Phoenix, AZ, 602-840-
6173; zorro4@cox.net ; visit website: kissmekateaz.com; 20% discount to former Braniff

Insurance:
Josh Jordan (Jean Jordan’s son).  Jordan’s Insurance Group Farmers Insurance  214-364-8280 
Jjordan@farmersagent.com, http://www.farmersagent.com/jjordan

Historic Insulate:
Josh Jordan (Jean Jordan’s son). Helping insulating one Historic Home at a time! Call 469-438-0875.

Real Estate:
Judy Giles, Realtor, Serving DFW, United Real Estate, 214-676-7156, realtrjudy@gmail.com, 
http://judygiles.com,  JUDY GILES SMILES WHILE GOING THE EXTRA MILES
Elizabeth Bentley Professional Realtor – Associate; William Davis Realty 214-535-1513; 
e.bentley2021@gmail.com; Serving the Dallas Metroplex since 1981

Innovation in Aging:
Barbara Crowley, MS, LPC, NCC: Upside Therapy offers individual therapy for children, adolescents, & 
adults, 1255 W 15th St Suite 320, Plano, TX 75075 https://www.upsidetherapy.com - 972-519-1692 
Cheryl Maynard Senior Space Shuttle. Call 214-213-7481.  Let us sort, pack, move, unpack, and set you 
up in your new home!

Miscellaneous:
Don’t Miss MOMENTS with NELLA on youtube.com!  These one minute videos will motivate and inspire!! 
(And Please Do Click SUBSCRIBE!)           Nella Phillips

THE CLIPPED B’S BUSINESS PAGE!!
If you have a business you would like to promote, send that info for your advertisement to 
kathylgn@yahoo.com .  It will be in each BUZZ NOTES for a year at a cost of $5.00.  Send check made out 
to Clipped B’s to Sue Golden, 12220 Marbrook, Dallas, TX  75230.

Visit our website often for upcoming events, pictures, memorials!   
www.clippedb.org

A Word from Your Publisher

Hope you enjoyed this issue of the Buzz Notes! Please let me know if 
you have a special story to share!  You may email me at 
kathylgn@yahoo.com with stories, news and updates!  And, as 
always, if you see something that needs correcting, please let me 
know!  Thanks!
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