
April 2021

May Annual Luncheon
Cancelled!

NOTICE! Please fill out the membership form on page 7 to join 
or rejoin the Clipped B’s!  Make your $30 check payable to 
“Clipped B’s”. PLEASE NOTE: We need new membership forms 
for everyone joining or rejoining!  Please print very clearly!
Also, if you would like to purchase an ad (see page 6), you may 
also include your $5.00 per year purchase price (four Buzz 
Notes issues) in your check for membership.



A Word from Our President

Dallas Chapter Officers for 2021 – 2022

President Jean Jordan
1st Vice President (Luncheon)    Katharyn Lance
2nd Vice President (Parties)    Sharon Graham
Recording Secretary Karen Davidson
Buzz Notes Publisher Kathy Logan Smith
Treasurer Sue Golden and Barbara Burnett

Happy April Clipped B’s!
Our Clipped B board has been working 
really hard to find the perfect place to 
hold our first party/luncheon in over a 
year!  We are meeting again in May 
and hope to announce locations for 
October and December events.  Stay 
tuned! 

We are so excited to see everyone again very soon.  Check the Buzz 
Notes, emails, Clippedb.org and our new Braniff Clipped B Facebook 
group for upcoming announcements.  Thanks again for the honor of being 
your president again this coming year.

Jean Jordan

Clipped B’s President



Braniff International Welcomes 
Sandra Saliba Simmons

Braniff Airways Foundation, Copyright All Rights Reserved

On March 19, 1974, Braniff International hired the Airline’s first female pilot crew member.  Ms. 
Sandra “Sandy” Saliba Simmons was chosen as Braniff’s first female pilot to command the Flight 
Engineer’s panel on board a company Boeing 727 Trijet.  Braniff passengers flying at altitude on a 
domestic flight were shocked to hear an elegant female voice announce, “Welcome aboard, I am 
your First Officer Sandra Simmons.”  Ms. Simmons was a 31 year old Dallasite at the time she was 
hired to begin flying for Braniff.  Her aviation experience was impressive for her age with more than 
1750 flight hours recorded in her logbook that included 1300 multi-engine and 10 in turbojet 
aircraft.

Simmons was married to Dallas entrepreneur Harold Simmons who was founder of Contran
Corporation, where Sandy was piloting the company’s Cessna Citation and acting as its Chief Pilot.  
Ms. Simmons also trained pilots at Flight Proficiency, another company owned by Contran and based 
at Dallas Love Field.  She also oversaw the company’s eight male pilot instructors.

Ms. Simmons was the first woman to complete flight training at American Airlines Flight 
Academy, earning multiple certifications.  Simmons noted that, “At American’s Flight Academy, one 
instructor confessed he’d been dreading his first female pupil and that he’d expected to have his 
hands full.  But after he worked with me, he admitted that he changed his mind.”  She signed up for 
Braniff’s Flight Engineer course and finished at the top of her class.  As a result of her impressive 
grades, Braniff called and offered her a Flight Engineer position, which she quickly accepted.

Ms. Simmons also attended Southern Methodist University in Dallas, where she earned degrees 
in both Art and French.  She began taking flying lessons at Waco, Texas, soon after her marriage to 
Harold Simmons.  She recalled that, “I climbed trees even at 14.  I enjoyed heights.  I liked being up 
where the birds were.”  Ms. Simmons was born in Prescott, Arizona, but was orphaned at a young 
age and was sent to Mena, Arkansas, to be raised by her maternal grandparents.  He father was 
killed in the Battle of Guadalcanal during World War II and her mother was killed in a North Carolina 
car accident.  In spite of her hardships, she succeeded and fondly remembered becoming interested 
in flying at a very early age.

She attended her first semester of college at the 
University of Arkansas, in Fayetteville, but dropped out 
temporarily to move to Dallas for a position at Republic 
Bank.  The following year, she returned to Fayetteville to 
continue another semester but a year later she returned to 
Dallas to marry Mr. Simmons and soon began her studies at 
SMU.  At the time of her hiring at Braniff, she and Mr. 
Simmons had two daughters.  Ms. Simmons also held the 
distinction of being the third woman pilot ever hired by a 
major US airline.  The first woman to break the “pilot glass 
ceiling” was Emily Howell, who was hired by Frontier 
Airlines in 1973.  Ms. Simmons was based at Braniff’s 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, crew base but lived in Dallas with 
her husband and two children.



Where are you???

E.J. Patino recently joined the Clipped B’s in hopes of finding and reconnecting with 
some of his former Braniff FA friends!  He found a few but would like to find the 
following:

Belinda Montemayor
Elaine Rodgers
Thomas Conway
Dana Poncik
Judy Shepard

If you have any information regarding any of the individuals above, please send an 
email to E.J. (Ed) at ejpat@hotmail.com

____________________________________________________

David Peterson Reconnects 
Braniff Flight Attendant 1976-82

And New Member of the Clipped B’s

“Braniff was my pride and joy from 1976 to May 1982. 
With Karen Peterson’s (my sister and flight attendant 
from 1960 to the final days) encouragement, I joined 
Braniff as a flight attendant in May 1976.

I published my autobiography, A MIND OF HIS OWN, in 
December 2020. It includes a detailed chapter of my 
Braniff years in addition to my journey from childhood 
to the present. There are many positive memories of 
those with whom I flew and I thought I would reach 
out to the “Clipped Bs.” So many of you made an 
impact in my life.”

Below is a direct link to A MIND OF HIS OWN: An 
autobiography by David Peterson

A Mind of His Own: An Autobiography: Peterson, 
David: 9798633501896: Amazon.com: Books

David Peterson
1919 Chestnut Street #1220
Philadelphia PA 19103
484 557 1776 (cell and text)

Karen Peterson pinning her brother’s 
wings at his graduation.

mailto:ejpat@hotmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08QGL34N6?ref_=pe_3052080_397514860


In Memoriam:
BLACKMON, Sheryl Diane (Davis) 62, of Cameron, MO, passed away February 22, 2021. Sheryl was 
born November 30, 1958, in Fort Worth, TX. Sheryl married Alfred "Al" W. Blackmon Jr. May 21, 
1983 in Tampa, FL. She worked as an airline stewardess for Braniff Airlines and then as a legal 
secretary. Services were held Saturday, February 27, 2021 at the First Baptist Church, Cameron, 
MO.
DOBBS, Mona Lorraine (Waller), 83, died March 4, 2021 in Southlake, Texas. She was born March 
1, 1938 in Bartlesville, OK. Mona Dobbs was a beautiful person, inside and out. After graduating 
from Bartlesville College High School in 1955, she attended the Sparks Hospital School of Nursing in 
Fort Smith, AR. Before making a career as a home health aide, she was hired by Braniff Airlines as a 
flight attendant, later declining to marry Sylvester "Bud" Dobbs, but whom she was later married to 
for 63 years. Services were held Saturday, March 13, 2021, at Stumpff Funeral Home Chapel in 
Oklahoma.
SPAGNUOLO, Catherine Theresa (McGuire), 77, of Wall Township, NJ, passed away peacefully on 
Monday, February 22, 2021 at Brandywine Living at Wall. Cathy was born and raised in Elizabeth, 
NJ. After attending high school at Sacred Heart of Elizabeth, she became a Flight Attendant and 
worked for Braniff Airlines, traveling the globe and meeting celebrities as they flew first class. A 
visitation was held on Thursday, February 25, 2021 at Reilly Bonner Funeral Home in Belmar, NJ.
STANG, Drina, age 84 passed peacefully at her home in Sparks Nevada. She was born on March 15, 
1936 in Tunja, Columbia. Drina lived a remarkable life that included living in both South America 
and Europe before settling in the United States. She was so proud of her career as an international 
flight attendant working for Braniff and Western Airlines and ultimately retiring from Delta Airlines. 
She spoke five languages. Drina's service was held at Walton's Funeral Home in Reno, Nevada, on 
Tuesday, March 23rd.
O’NEIL, Cathleen Avice, age 93, passed away on March 13 Leawood, Kansas. Cathleen was born in 
Kansas City, Missouri, October 2, 1926. Cathleen attended the University of Central Missouri in 
Warrensburg, Missouri, earning a degree in Elementary Education. Prior to earning her degree, she 
paused her pursuit for a chance to fly as a flight attendant for Braniff Airlines to see the 
world. Graveside service were held Friday, April 9, at Leavenworth National Cemetery.
BOWMAN, Runelle (Karnes) passed away peacefully March 13, 2021, at the age of 88. Runelle was 
born May 19, 1932, in Denton, Texas. Runelle met her husband, Jack, on a blind date while a flight 
attendant for Braniff Airways, and while he was getting his wings, soon to become an Air Force 
officer and pilot. They were married for over 60 years, until Jack's death May 31, 2015. Runelle's
funeral service was held on April 10, 2021.
McMILLIN, Nancy Ritts, passed away recently. Nancy flew from 59-62. Her husband is Bill McMillin, 
4831 W. Lawther Dr. #302, Dallas, TX 75214, if you would like to send a card.
SCHWEITZER, Bill (former FA, 73-82) who passed away April 2. Bill was married to FA Joy 
Hardgrove Schweitzer (69-82). Bill’s services Saturday were 4-10-21. Cards may be sent to Joy at 
3041 Creekview Dr., Grapevine, Tx 76007.

____________________________________________

Well Wishes:
To Carol Thomas who is recovering from hip surgery. She got home March 17 and is feeling 

really well.
To Sue Golden who is recovering from back surgery. Still doing some physical therapy as an 

outpatient for a couple more months.



A Word from Your Publisher

Hope you enjoyed this issue of the Buzz Notes!  If you see anything that needs 
correcting, I’ll be glad to include that in the next issue.  I always look forward to 
hearing from you, especially if you have an interesting article, joke or cartoon to 
share!  You may email me at kathylgn@yahoo.com with news, updates, and/or 
interesting story! 

THE CLIPPED B BUSINESS PAGES

Handiman:
Referred by Clipped B, Sandy Lowry!  Ken Emini: E&E Advanced Construction – 817-600-0833
Commplete Home Renovation Services.  No job is too big or too small!

Clothing:
Shannon Fox, Kiss Me Kate Clothing at Camelback Village Center, 5039 N. 44th St., Phoenix, AZ, 602-840-
6173; zorro4@cox.net; visit website:  kissmekateaz.com; 20% discount to former Braniff

Insurance:
Josh Jordan (Jean Jordan’s son).  Jordan’s Insurance Group Farmers Insurance  214-364-8280 
Jjordan@farmersagent.com, http://www.farmersagent.com/jjordan

Real Estate:
Gloria (Parrish) Van Zandt, Arlington Realtor Hill Group, 40+ years experience, 
gloriavanzandt42@gmail.com, 817-939-8425, 2303 Roosevelt, #1, Arlington, TX  76016
Judy Giles, Realtor, Serving DFW, United Real Estate, 214-676-7156, realtrjudy@gmail.com, 
http://judygiles.com,  JUDY GILES SMILES WHILE GOING THE EXTRA MILES
Elizabeth Bentley, Ebby Halliday Realtors; call or text; 214-535-1513 or elizabethbentley@ebby.com
“Your Home Town Realtor with The Ebby Home Team”.   Experience the “Bentley Touch!”

Cruises and Tours:
Sarah Welch, Classic Cruises and Tours, sbwelch@gmail.com, 903-743-5351 or 903-445-0444 (cell)
Where in the world do you want to go?  I can help you with travel plans.  Cruises and escorted tours!

Innovation in Aging:
Barbara Crowley, Licensed Professional Counselor-Psychotherapy for Individuals 18 years and older
Upside Therapy 1212 Coit Road Suite 105, Plano TX 75075 469.708.9021
Cheryl Maynard, We Help Seniors! Call 214-213-7481 or email http://www.seniorspaceshuttle.com Plan, 
Sort, Connect, Arrange for downsizing!

Miscellaneous:
Feeling gloomy?  Then, watch MOMENTS with NELLA (Phillips) on youtube.com!  These one minute 
videos will brighten your day!!)  Please click SUBSCRIBE—at no charge – and help a fellow Clipped B reach 
1,000 subscribers so she can get paid! Remember, click SUBSCRIBE and tell others!

THE CLIPPED B’S BUSINESS PAGE!!
If you have a business you would like to promote, send that info for a two-line advertisement to 
kathylgn@yahoo.com .  It will be in each BUZZ NOTES for a year at a cost of $5.00.  Send check made out 
to Clipped B’s to Sue Golden, 12220 Marbrook, Dallas, TX  75230.

mailto:kathylgn@yahoo.com
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mailto:realtrjudy@gmail.com
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June 1, 2021                    Clipped B’s Membership Form               June 1, 2022

You will NOT receive a Membership Form in the Mail.
EVERYONE, repeat – EVERYONE must submit this form with their membership payment.

Please use this form! 

Please circle Chapter Affiliation:  DAL  HOU   SAT   DEN   LAX   MSP   MKC  LAD

Yes!  I accept your invitation to become a member of the Clipped B’s.  Please check the appropriate 
membership category:

Renewal   ________ New Member ________

Here are my annual dues in the amount of $30.00.  Make your check payable to CLIPPED B’S

* Checks for membership must accompany this membership form before your form can be processed!
* Mail to Sue Golden, 12220 Marbrook Drive, Dallas, TX  75230

In order to be listed in the yearbook, your membership form and dues must be received no later than 
July 31 of the current year.

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)  Your Listing as you want it in the yearbook.

Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs. (circle one) : _______________________________________________________ 

Spouse’s  Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:  ______________________________________________________________________

Area Code Home # ____________________________  Cell # __________________________________

E-mail address:   _____________________________________________________________________

Do you want Buzz Notes (circle one) by email only?  Yes  or  No    US (Snail Mail?)  Yes   or  No

Name as Braniff Flight Attendant:  ______________________________________________________

Years as Braniff Flight Attendant:  From 19 _____  to  19 _____   Birthday ______________

Signature ________________________________________________  Date: ____________________

Please use the space below and the back if you need more space to send us some news!




