
  

 

Ms. Leather of SF Shadow Morton in competition
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Second runner-up in the Ms.

by Joy Schulenburg

y friend Bev is into some-
thing she calls “feather
leather.” She explains

this picturesque term, saying, “I
like the look and smell ofleather.
I like the way it feels against my
skin. But I don’t consider myself
very butch, I don’t ride a motor-
cycle, and I’m definately not into
S/M. Those are heavy leather and
I’m not heavy, so it’s ‘feather
leather?”

Bev and others like her prob-
ably constitute the majority of
women, both gay and straight,
who deliberately wear leather as
a part of their every day life. It is
difficult to define them by life-
style or sexual preference. They
are visible by virtue of their
clothing, but their individual
identities are obscured by the
more common stereotypes, the
“heavy leather” images that Bev
described so concisely.

You don’t have to own a Harley
or be into bondage to wear
leather. In fact, many San Fran-
cisco leatherwomen are quick to
point out that the majority of
bike dykes and S/M practitioners
don’t have a leather lifestyle.
Still, the stereotypes die hard.
And, like most stereotypes, there
is an element of truth in the roles
associated with the image. Those
who are most at risk are willing
to risk the most. Women and men
who identify strongly with the
very things that make them dif-
ferent, are often the leaders in the
push for social change. It was,
after all, a group of drag queens
who started the Stonewall Rebel-
lion.
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Today, drag queens are a mi-
nority in the gay community.
They are often denied respect for
their historical role in our move-
ment. In the same vein, pioneers
in the women’s leather commu-
nity often came from the bike
clubs and support groups such as
Samois and the Society ofJanus.
Those who like the trappings but
not the lifestyle frequently try to
obscure this fact, presumably to
avoid the taint of association.
When the television cameras roll,

many people would like to put the
people in black leather in the
back row with the men in sequins
and feathers. But, like the drag
queens, the leather community
has refused to be pushed back.
And, increasingly, it is leather-
women who are demanding the
right to visability.

“Keep in mind that what you
are looking for is not necessarily
the prettiest face or the best
body, but rather the woman who
best exemplifies an ideal
Leatherwoman to you: someone
whose poise and self-assurance,
whose very presence is imbued
with a special and unidentifi-
able quality we recognize as
“leather.” (From the Judging
Procedures for International Ms.
Leather Competition.)

She turns heads as she enters
the bar. Moving gracefully
through the crowded room, she
leaves a ripple of whispers in her
wake; some are admiring, some
hostile, some merely curious. She
is a small woman, neither famous

nor particularly beautiful; what
is it then that incites so much
attention? Probably it is her
outfit: body-hugging pants and
jacket, blunt-toed boots and a

 

Visored cap all in sleek, black
leather. Perhaps it is the assur-
ance of her manner that draws
the women’s eyes. She walks with
a hint of a swagger, her head high
under the leather cap. She knows
she looks good. She is proud of
the attention she is receiving. To
her it means progress—both for
herself and her community.

“Ten years ago it just wasn’t
socially acceptable to be into
leather if you were a lesbian,”
claims one woman who recently
“came out” into the leather com-
munity. “A leather jacket, sure,
but chaps, boots, caps, the rest of
the paraphernalia—forget it! It
branded you as a certain kind of
person. In a lot of people’s minds
there was an association between
leather and violence and you got
a lot of shit for it—no matter
What you were really into. That’s
been changing over the last few
years.”

Helen Ruvelas agrees with this
assessment that the women’s
community has changed its atti-
tude'towards leather. But Ruvel-
as, this year’s Lesbian/Gay
Freedom Day Parade Co-Chair,
also adds, “Some of my friends
are still uncomfortable about my
wearing leather. They’re con-
cerned that people will make
negative asumptions about it and
that it will reflect on them by
association.” On the other hand,
support often comes from unex-
pected directions. “My daughter
thinks it’s great. She says that I
look better in leather than in any-
thing else.” In addition to her
parade responsibilities, Ruvelas
has taken on the role of Financial
Director for the International

(Continued on next page)
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A San Francisco legend
and her stable of studs
KNOW what you want.

They have something
for EVERYONE.

Call and choose.

415-916-DODA
#4: MAN-TO-MAN action
#1 or #5: CAROL DODA herself

$2+TOLL IF ANY.
ADULTS ONLY. 24 HRS
SAVAGE PHOTOGRAPHY

 

 

Two Simultaneous 3 Hour Programs on

Two Big Screens — Films Change
Sunday and Thursday

BEST Gay Hardcore Erotic Films

Anywhere — Bar None! Safe Sex Is Hot!
FIRST RUNS — GRAND PRIX EXCLUSIVES

Members do their own live JIO Show

Every Day in the Circle J Room!

oxncz 369 ELLIS ST.
6 474-6995

OPEN 11—11
4 DAILY
49mm (Q ADONIS VIDEO Nldeo

UPSTAIRS

 

  
   
 

 

People Who fight fire With'fire usuali
1y end up with ashes.

—Abiga1'1 Van Buren, 1974
 

 

  
 

IF YOU'RE MAN EUHNOG....

 
 

     
DIAL(31'?)976-LOAD
THE NUMBER SAYS IT ALL!

A Different Horny Hunk Every Time You Call.
FOR ADULTS 18+ ONLY. Two dollars billed Do your phone.
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HeymOnt
(Continuedfrom page"30)

which words and ideas are used
in different cultures, George
Coates’ Rare Area constituted an
exploration of indistinct sounds
and visions. With music by Marc
Ream, costumes by Cynthia Du
Val, and sets and scenic projec-
tions by Jerome Sirlin, Rare Area
felt like an updated hippie light
show wherein the music was sung
rather than screamed and the
lighting effects were enhanced by
computer technology that was
both unavailable and politically
suspect at the peak of the Haight-
Ashbury’s drug culture.
 

’It was also inter—
esting to note how
Native American

tenor White Eagle
. . . sounded abso—
lutely magnificent
when miked.’
 

" Although barely an hour and
a half long, I found Rare Area to
be intensely satisfying as a musi-
cal light show; the kind of expe-
rience where you can let your
senses be entertained without
feeling any need to ask probing
questions or measure the “effec-
tiveness” of the work. From a
technical standpoint, I found the
event fascinating, particularly
with regard to the use of Levelor-

  style blinds as a variable scenic
element. It was also interesting to
note how Native American tenor
White Eagle — whose voice
seemed painfully thin and under-
sized during the Merola Opera
Program’s Grand Finals two
years ago -—- sounded absolutely
magnificent when miked. Kath-
ryn Neale’s healthy soprano
voice, Hitomi Ikuma’s panto-
mime, and Sean Kilcoyne’s act-
ing offered solid contributions to
Rare Area.

While I wish there were words
to describe the sensatiOns I felt
during George Coates’ perform-
ance piece, I suspect Rare Area
belongs to a form of experiential
theater where the best way to find
out about it is to sit through it
yourself. For readers who have
not yet experienced Rare Area,
I’d strongly urge doing so next
time the work is presented in the
Bay Area. '

I should note that the radio ads
for Rare Area’s recent string of
performances were particularly

' fascinating to me. Although some
were broadcast'to KKHI_’s classi-
cal audience, the ads were pri-
marily targeted to an audience of
the curious, the-avant garde, and
listeners who are usually rather
suspicious of mainline arts pre-
sentations. The marketing con-
cept behind these ads seemed .
to pay off handsomely for, at
the performance I attended in
Herbst Theatre, the audience was

easily half the age of the crowd
which usually congregates in the
lobby of the War Memorial
Opera House. 0
 

Warren
(Continued from page 31)

“Ritual Fire Dance” needs a
wider screen to capture the range
of the Cades/Saura choreogra-
phy. Like Fred Astaire, the actors

is expected to include at least
three major films of particular in-
terest to gays. At this point we can
only name Rosa von Praunheim’s
A Virus Respects N0 Morals,
which will be shown March 20 in
a benefit for Shanti Project. The
outrageous gay German activist/
filmmaker will appear at theare never quite not dancing; but

even with numerous additions to
, Manuel de Falla’s original score,

l this is not just a ballet by any
means. It’s gypsy passion, Span—
ish folklore, love and death to a
flamenco beat.

screening of his film.
 

’The outrageous gay

German activist/film~
maker will appear at the

You could callitasequeltoAb- screening Of his film.’
solute Beginners — Absolute
Masters. (Bridge)  

This year’s festival runs March
25-April 5 at the Kabuki and
Palace of Fine Arts. Tickets go on
sale Sunday. Call 22l-FILM for
updated information. 0

FIRST FEST FACTS

Today’s announcement of the
schedule for the 30th San Fran-
cisco International Film Festival

LIVE!
UNINHIBITED.’
ikLOWER COST
ikMORE TIME
fiMORE MEN
{?_VARIETY
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THE ORIGINAL SEX LINK...
FOR FREE INFORMATION
cm 415-346-8747
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Leatherwomen
(Continued from previous page)

Ms. Leather competition.

Ms. San Francisco Leather. No
" other single event has had an
impact on local awareness that
there is a women’s leather com-
munity as strongly or as entic-
ingly as the January precursor to
the international competition. In
previous years, two other women
were awarded the title—Tattoo
Blue at the Folsom St. Fair and
Rachel Williams at a competition
sponsored by Samois. Never be-
fore, however, had such a varied
and enthusiastic crowd cheered
on the proceedings as took place
at the High Chapparal when
Shadow Morton "was voted Ms.
San Francisco Leather for 1987.

To the producers, the sold-out
tickets meant substantial funds

‘ for AIDS charities. To Morton,
the title means the opportunity
to represent San Francisco in the

' March International competition
as well as at fundraisers and
events throughout the year. For
the hundreds of attendees,
representing the gamut of leather
and non-leather persuasions, the
competition was a validation.
Watching the five contestants
proudly parading their leather
identities on stage, it was clear
that the San Francisco women’s
leather community had finally,
irrefutably, come out. 0

Del Martin:
Dr. of Sexology
Del Martin, veteran activist in

the gay, women’s and domestic
violence movements, has re-
ceived the first honorary doc-
torate in sexology given to a
woman. The honorary degree was
conferred by The Institute for Ad-
vanced Study of Human Sexual-
ity at a ceremony and celebration
Feb. 18.

Martin, who currently serves

as chair of Mayor Dianne Fein-
stein’s Women’s Advisory Com-
mittee, is co-author of the classic

book Lesbian/Woman and author
of Battered Wives, the book
which sparked the domestic vio-
lence movement.

The Institute for Advanced
Study of Human Sexuality, enter-
ing its 11th year in San Francis-
co, is a graduate school of sex-
ology. 0

Ms. SF Leather Shadow Morton greets former Empress
’ Sable Clown and fOrmer Emperor Matt Brown
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Glory Hole Hotline 552-7339
E27

Good head—No J/O 285—8390
E10

 

 

I need parents.

Can anybody help me with this?

Tommy, 600 Fillmore #202, SF,

CA 94117 E12

Daddy 30 will train

young trim boy in the art

of obedience thru bondage

and discipline. Tom 468—6567
. E9

 

 

BODY SCULPTURE

Crotch & Body Hair Trim.

$10 to $30. Tom - 285—4196
‘ E9

CALL NOW
Hot Male Conference Line

lllFREElll

From San Francisco call

362-1705 or if busy call

————————976—1221 a charge

of $1.75 applies + toll

charge if any ............
E11
 

CELEBRITY Bl-SEXUALS
$2+toll (415) 976-0069

E17
 

EBONY LUST
Black mouth wtd for 9” of juicy

white cock - 775-6969 E11
 

 

SPANKING VIDEOS!
Hot men (18-50) needed to per—
form. No sex! Call Mark Powers

(415) 553-2564 E15
 

Serious oral service given or

received. Call 552-9427. No S,

j/o or games. Castro loc. E9
 

 

Y0ur Community
Bulletin Board.

Bay Area Reporter.
 

MAN-TO-MAN CONNECTIONS!
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Slingroom rental or video taping
Pornline 995-2524 Videodate

99528lR E11

9+, top, dig deep throat? Let’s

see how much I can swallow.

Size, address or day phone to:

Suite #1577, 41 Sutter St., SF
94104. E10

HEALTH SURVEY

Looking for men 21-45 whose

dads died of heart disease before

65. Survey for Ph.D. dissertation.
No pay, but comp is helping

 

 

 

others. 665-3515. E9

St. Priapus Church members and
friends call 431—8748 E10
 

RUSSIAN RIVER
Want to wrestle? Possibly start

club. PO. Box 1736, Guerneville,

CA 95446. E10

Hot! & Deep & Hot & Clean

Age, looks, race, not important

but dick must be big! Anytime

552—1039 J. E10

Marin Butt Buddy

Me: mstly btm, 36, 165le, 5’7”

You: mstly top, sim or older age.

Unshared toys, overnight N—Bay

play. Wes, 1537—A 4th St., #194,

San Rafael, CA 94901 E10

 

 

 

Marin — w/stud to 40 oral sex

const type 488-9223 E10

Spc fr plyrm nded Jack 682-1098
. E9

 

 

Barry, better get those buns of

yours to the Endup Thur., March

5, 10 pm. $225 in prizes ain’t

bad. Donnie E9
 

Playroom for rent 0 phone #/

needs - POB 4622, SF 94101
E9
 

Gdlk Asian 27 seeks house—

keeper arr. Ed 861—7462 E9

FREE DATES
331-2238 E9

 

 

 

CORPS DE BALLET
Amateur Photographer Seeks Young

Classically Trained Danseur For

Strictly Private Fotos - Some Nude.

T0p $3 Paid — Leave Message

665-5746 DAVID  

 

 


