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Join GPN and our emailing list by contacting grantpark95060@gmail.com for more 
information, details for events, news, and volunteering.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Zoom not-in-the Park 

Due to the technical difficulty 
with managing a Zoom    

meeting in the park, we are 
going to start up regular    

twice-a-month meetings on 
Zoom from our homes. Our 

first meeting for 2021 will be 
on Saturday, January 30 at 11 

AM. Invitation details to     
follow.  

Market St. Pancake Breakfast 

@grant_park_neighbors 

@Grant Park Neighbors 

Interview with Fred Keeley 
Grant Park Neighbors (GPN): How long have you lived in your classic         
Victorian house at Market and Water? 

Fred Keeley (FK): I returned from Sacramento after completing my service   
representing the Monterey Bay area in the state Assembly in 2005. I was lucky 
that the house was on the market at 
that time. Before that I lived in 
Boulder Creek for 27 years. 

GPN: Your  Victor ian is beauti-
ful. What do you know about the 
history of the property? 

FK: The house was built by a       
Croatian immigrant, Marco Zaro in 
1885. He bought the lumber from 
Fred Hihn and the house plans 
from Sears Roebuck. (cont., over) 

Grant Park's Pump Track   
Theresa Cicchinelli asked GPN to help investigate mitigation measures to 
reduce the noise originating from the now-popular pump track installed at 
the north end of Grant Park. In that direction, Mike Godsy of the City’s 
Parks & Recreation Department met with local residents Theresa, Keenan 
Shaw, and Brad Angell to discuss a series of options. The most feasible 
option discussed by the group will be investigated further, with a follow-
up meeting set for mid-February. 

Keeley’s restored brickwork 
reflecting local heritage.  



Interview with Fred Keeley (cont. from cover) 
FK: It is Stick-Eastlake style. Originally, the home was a farmhouse for an 
apple and walnut orchard whose boundaries were Water, Ocean, and Washburn Streets and Branciforte Creek. My     
predecessors did a wonderful job rehabilitating the home, and I was pleased to design and install the brickwork and land-
scaping to honor the home’s history. 

GPN: What are you doing now that you’re retired as County Treasurer? 

FK: After  serving in public office for  24 years (supervisor , treasurer , assembly member) now I teach in the    
Masters in Public Administration program at San Jose State. Additionally, I am teaching with Secretary Leon Panetta at 
the Panetta Institute, as well as the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Monterey Bay California University. I am     
honored to be a founding member of the board of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, and a     
couple of other non-profit boards. From time to time I am asked to serve on various task forces by Governors and 
Mayors to trouble shoot governmental corruption, public safety, a kind of “organizational Cloraxing.” But since 2005, 
one of my favorite activities is to clean Branciforte Creek path, and mow and maintain the “little park” at Market and 
Water streets. It’s the entrance to our neighborhood. 

GPN: What do you think can be done about homelessness? 

FK: Once someone is in a 
drug or alcohol spiral there 
is no easy solution. We 
should provide shelter and 
wrap-around treatment and 
social services. I was part of 
the group that got Measure 
H on the ballot in the 2018 
election to approve a bond 
for affordable housing. We 
got 54% approval in the 
County, but fell short of the 
two thirds it takes for a 
bond issue. But it got 70% 
in Santa Cruz City. Housing 
Santa Cruz County is going 
to try for a city affordable 
housing bond on a future 
ballot.   

(cont. next page) 

In the night of Saturday, January 16, a 
homicide occurred at the corner 
of Lee Street & Emeline Avenue   
presumably under Highway 1. 
This underpass hosts a cluster of  
community issues, including use for  
overnight sleeping, ‘busking’ outdoor 
cell phone sales, and is regularly cited 
for the potential to relocate the      
unprotected bus stop a few hundred 
feet south of the landing. With 
this recent tragedy, questions as 
to improving the location are         
becoming imperative. As a start, GPN 
has reached out to Aaron Geo for 
more information on how immediate 
neighbors are taking action.  

Homicide at Lee & Emeline 

Keeley’s restored brickwork & landscapes 
reflecting local heritage.  



Last month active members of the Grant Park Neighbors pooled 
together funds to surpass a $500 goal to provide laundry  services 
for the 2021 year. Special thanks to individual donors listed in    
alphabetic order: Nick Andrews, Brad Angell, Rick Hyman, Lisa 
Just, Gabrielle Diane Laney-Andrews, Gordon Lion, Linda       
Locatelli, Chris Same, Bob Shoemaker, Dannettee Shoemaker, 
Renee St. Clair, Jeanne Thompson, Cheryl van de Veer, and an 
anonymous donor. Pictured here, Kate Oates of Downtown Streets 
Team receives the check from Grant Park Neighbors.  

Grant Park Neighbors Donates $515 to 
Downtown Streets Team for Year-Long 

Laundry Service  

Interview (cont. from page 2) 

GPN: What do you think are the biggest challenges facing Santa Cruz? 

FK: Cer tainly, getting COVID under  control and local economic recovery 
are top of the list. I think we will recover more quickly than many             
communities because we are a visitor destination for lower-middle and middle 
income tourists. The admission-free Boardwalk attracts lots of families. The 
economic impact of UCSC returning to full operation will also assist in the 
recovery. With those two large economic drivers back in motion, local      
businesses should recover as well. 

GPN: GPN has been explor ing what it means to be a good neighbor , a 
good neighborhood. What does it mean to you? 

FK: Good neighbors are people who have a sense of ours, not mine.    
Saying hello to each other and being happy to see each other. A good neighbor 
picks up a piece of trash in the public space or a    
neighbor’s yard. 

GPN: Is there anything else you’d like to say 
to your neighbors. 

FK: I want to say thank you. In a wor ld that 
distracts us with digital devices, that separates 
us, the neighborhood holds us together. What’s 
better than seeing kids smiling in the park and 
in their yards. 

About Fred Keeley 

Fred represented us in the California State Assembly, representing District 27 
which included parts of Santa Cruz County and Monterey County from 1996 
through 2002. He was named Legislator of the Year for the 2001-2002 Session of 
the California Legislature. After being termed out he served 10 years as the 
Treasurer of Santa Cruz County, retiring in 2015. He is a frequent lecturer on 
California state government, politics, and a variety of environmental topics at 
Stanford University, the University of California at Santa Cruz, Duke University, 
San Jose State University, California State University at Monterey Bay, 
the University of Southern California, and the University of California, Berkeley. 
Fred is married to local CPA and quilter Barbara Keeley. 

Word from the Director:               
INTRODUCTION 

All over town, when I meet people of any official 
status, I tell them I’m Brad from Grant Park 
Neighbors. It is now my long handle as we have 
been working hard for two years to keep the park 
safe and fun; so I identify myself as such to     
celebrate our success. In spite of the work, living 
near Grant Park continues to be an adventure. A 
homicide under the bridge, pancake breakfast on 
Sundays, and noise mitigation for popular park 
attractions; there is no rest for the Neighbors. 
Rather than talk even more about GPN, this back 
corner will be a place to talk about what outsiders 
are doing for their locals, and what we can learn 
from them. Here, I’ve pictured a place that is so 
strange & sublime, it feels like it should be in 
Santa Cruz: the Gas Works Park of Seattle. Why 
picture the Gas Works? It is a local heritage gem 
all the while shocking in contrast. The park forces 

visitors to think bigger and bolder about 
their park expectations. You can see more 
of this park in a great 90’s movie, Singles.     

 -  Brad Angell, Jan. 29 


