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MINUTES 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 

September 1, 2021 
Via Zoom Meeting 

 
Members (Attendance shown by X, Proxy shown by P) 

Brandt, Becky 
Court Administrator 

 Gilow, Judy 
Public Member 

 Patterson, Rená 
DOC Supervisor 

X 

Buswell, Steve 
Jail Administrator 

 Green, Justin 
Public Member 

 Vacant 
Asst. Winona City Atty 

 

Buytendorp, Nancy 
District Court Judge 

 Kovecsi, Marie 
County Commissioner 

X Said, Fatima 
Project Fine, Public Member 

X 

Carman, Gwen 
L-A Superintendent 

X Kuehn, Michael 
Asst. Public Defender 

X Sanness, Karen 
Winona DHHS Director 

X 

Fritz, Ken 
County Administrator 

X Lallemont, Angela 
Winona Co. Bar Assoc 

X Sonneman, Karin 
Winona Co. Attorney 

X 

Ganrude, Ron 
Winona Co. Sheriff 

X Moeller, Eileen 
Winona City Council 

 Volkman, Travis 
Goodview Police Dept. 

X 

    Williams, Tom 
Winona Police Chief 

X 

 
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Chris Meyer (Winona County 
Commissioner);  Trish Chandler (Jail Intake Worker); Rebecca Church (Assistant Winona Co. 
Attorney); Carin Hyter (Coordinator, Treatment Court of Winona County); Amy Sixty (SEMCIL);  
Kelsie Horst (Winona County Sheriff’s Office); Crystal Hegge and Emma Severson (Advocacy Center 
of Winona); Jay Rasmussen (Winona Police Dept.); Georgia Neal (Hiawatha Valley Mental Health 
Center); Preston Selleck (Veteran’s Treatment Court); Linda Soderstrom (Housing Advocate); Kay 
Peterson (Volunteer Services); Deb McClellan (Winona Community Hub); Rachel Stoll (Winona 
Health); and Robert Lauria, CNP, DNP from Associates in Mental Health & Addiction Services 
(AMH). 
 
Minutes by Kalene Engel 
 

1) Call to Order: Karin Sonneman called the meeting to order at 12:04 p.m.   
 

2) Review/Revise/Approve Agenda for September 1, 2021:  Karen Sanness asked to add two 
announcements. With those additions, agenda was by consensus. 

 
3) Review/Revise/Approve Draft Minutes from August 4, 2021:  Minutes were approved by 

consensus. 
 

4) Information/Action Items:   
 

A. Presentation on Associates in Mental Health & Addiction Services:  Robert Lauria, CNP, 
DNP provided an overview of Associates in Mental Health & Addiction Services, as 
follows: 
 Dr. Lauria is doctor of nursing practice and family nurse practitioner who has 

previously provided mental health services (outpatient and psychiatric) at Winona 
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Health. He also has prior affiliations with Gundersen and St. Marys Hospital/Mayo 
Clinic. 

 He is originally from New York City and, after spending 27 years in the Navy he 
retired in 2003 and pursued his medical career. 

 Given his military background, he has a special interest in veterans and PTSD. He 
does not yet have funding streams set up to allow for VA payments, but would like 
to do so (Preston offered to help). 

 Services offered at AMH include mental health management, medication 
management, weight loss management and addiction management (including 
management with suboxone and naltrexone).  The clinic is interested in helping out 
in whatever way they can with addiction issues and are talking about providing 
outreach services to the jail and sober houses. 

 AMH opened its doors on January 27, 2021 at 166 West Third Street (across from 
the courthouse) and has served approximately 310 clients over the past 8 months. 

 Mary Olson, who was formerly with Empower, is now at AMH working in the areas 
of mental health and chemical dependency.   

 Clinic staff have experiencing working with the county and probation. 
 Dr. Lauria exercises tight control on the prescribing of suboxone, never giving more 

than a two week supply. He recounted an instance where he learned that a patient 
was selling the suboxone strips; the patient was terminated immediately but went to 
another provider. He will only refill suboxone (which is a twice a day medication) 
one day prior to an appointment. He typically will not continue suboxone on a long 
term basis. 

 AMH does perform UAs using a 12 panel test and before anyone gets a medication, 
they must complete a drug screen.  The clinic also utilizes Gundersen and Winona 
Health to obtain comprehensive drug screens when necessary.  

 He is a medical marijuana provider for the State of Minnesota.  To get a marijuana 
“card” a person must have one of the 15 or so approved diagnoses. As a provider, he 
must review medical documentation to ensure the diagnosis is documented. Once 
certified for use, the card must be renewed yearly. There is a  fee for recertification. 

 Only certain forms of marijuana are approved for use (pill, tincture, oil, topical, 
lozenge, powder or pill).  A plant-based material is NOT one of them, which means 
that smoking marijuana is not approved. 

 Dr. Lauria is seeing more people with Kratom addictions, which mimics meth or 
opiods and which is accessible at the local smoke shop (but illegal in Wisconsin). 
Kratom is not easily detectable on a 12 panel cup.  

 In his estimation, there is an approximate 80 percent relapse rate. 
 

B. COVID Updates:  
 
 Schools (Gwen Carman):   Winona and Lewiston-Altura students return to school 

on September 7th; St. Charles students return on the 13th. Every school district has 
been left to develop their own “safe learning plan.” Each plan has many 
components, the most controversial of which is masking.  Winona Public Schools is 
using the CDC data and will start with universal masking. Lewiston-Altura is 
requiring masks for Pre-K through 6th grade students and staff and all unvaccinated 
staff. St. Charles is recommending masks.  Some districts in the state have started 
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and are already quarantining.  The number one priority for schools is to keep 
students in the classrooms and staff at work. 
 

 County (Karen Sanness):  Positive COVID-19 cases continue to rise. Without 
having a governor’s emergency order, everything has fallen to the local county/city 
level regarding regulations and it has become very political—the “wild, wild west.” 
Most current cases are due to the Delta Variant; an emerging variant is Lambda. 
Testing is available at the Winona Mall through the end of the year. Vaccines are 
readily available and smaller vaccine clinics are being scheduled.  Winona Health 
and some local pharmacies also offer the vaccine. Public health is waiting for FDA 
approval for booster shots for COVID-19. 
 

C. Update on Replacement Jail:  Bids were opened, came in under estimates and were adopted 
by the board. Construction will start later this month. Parking will become an issue, as the 
entire jail parking lot will be unavailable. 
 

D. Event Flyers:  Included in the meeting packet was a report on the status of Veteran’s 
Treatment Court as well as flyers announcing opportunities to assist with the launch of 
Grace House and a flyer on the WRAP+ Motivational Interviewing Training. 
 

E. Health & Human Services Announcements (Karen Sanness):  Katie Shields has been hired 
as the jail social worker and will be starting on September 27th.  The County Board has 
given direction to the Health & Human Services Advisory Committee to work in the area of 
juvenile corrections and out of home placement. Karen and Rená will be asked to attend the 
next HHS Advisory Committee Meeting which will be held on September 14th from 3-5pm. 
Meetings are open to the public. 
 

F. Update on SIM Map Workplan & CJCC Restructure (Kalene Engel):  Kalene will be 
working on a CJCC Member Application Form so that the additional members that were 
approved earlier this year through the bylaw revision can be in place by January. She is also 
working on creating strategic planning charts for each of the SIM Map gaps that the CJCC 
Committees have identified as immediate priorities. Once those are done, she will circulate 
the charts to the people who participated in the SIM Map Workshop and invite them to 
participate on the workgroups that have been formed. 

 
5) Committee Reports:   

 
A. Crime Prevention/ASAP-Carin Hyter:  Elle Mark, the previous ASAP Coordinator, was 

recently named Miss Minnesota.  She will be coming to a football game in Winona on 
September 18th at 1 pm to man a table and talk about ASAP and mental health. Destiny 
Walker, the ASAP intern from St. Marys University, recently completed her internship. 
ASAP is reviewing and revising its bylaws. The Alcohol Subcommittee is working on 
arranging a local or regional Responsible Beverage Server Training in September, as 
several people have expressed interest in the training. The Tobacco Subcommittee is 
working on getting additional vape disposal boxes in the schools.  The Youth 
Subcommittee is working on its Summer End Challenge which was intended to get youth 
involved in prosocial activities. The subcommittees biggest focus is to have a presence in 
the schools. 
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Next Meeting:  September 22, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom 
 

B. Community Outreach & Diversity Committee (Karin Sonneman): The committee met as a 
workgroup in August to plan the 2021 Community Collaboration Summit. The purpose of 
the summit will be to give the community information on the replacement jail. The format 
will be virtual walkthrough of the jail and possibly some comparison photos of existing jail 
versus replacement jail. 
 
Next Meeting:  September 15, 2021 at noon via Zoom 
 

C. Jail & Jail Alternatives Committee (Kalene Engel):  Two video slideshow presentations 
about WRAP+ are available on the CJCC website under the WRAP+ tab. Attendees were 
encouraged to view the videos and visit/explore the WRAP+ pages on the website. The 
WRAP+ Trauma Informed Response trainings were well attended. The next scheduled 
training is Motivational Interviewing in October, but Kalene is willing to conduct WRAP+ 
training for jail staff in September. After discussing the gaps identified in the SIM Map 
Workshop for Intercepts 3 & 4, committee members elected to create two workgroups, once 
to address a gap at each intercept. One workgroup will focus on supporting/encouraging 
local medication assisted treatment options and the other will focus on expanding 
knowledge of existing community resources. 
 
Next Meeting:  September 29, 2021 at noon via Zoom 
 

D. Juvenile Justice (Rebecca Church):  The committee reviewed and updated the list of 
resources available to youth in Winona County as part of a system mapping. The list 
generated by the committee will be provided to others who work with juveniles so that a 
more comprehensive list can be developed. Terminology used in the juvenile justice system 
was also discussed, as it is different than terminology used in the adult criminal justice 
system. At the September meeting, which will be one week later than normal, the 
committee will continue working on the mapping process. 
 
Next Meeting:  September 23, 2021 at noon via Zoom 
 

E. Courts Committee (Karin Sonneman):  Please see the minutes for updates on the Veteran’s 
Court and Treatment Court. Masks are currently required in the courtrooms, as the 
Minnesota Judicial Branch is deferring to the policies of the county in which each court is 
located. Two workgroups were created to address the SIM Map gaps:  pretrial supervision 
and sentencing issues. Although not discussed at the meeting, the Courts Committee has 
frequently discussed how to address the anticipated high level of evictions after the eviction 
moratorium is ended. Linda Soderstrom noted that a person who has a RentHelpMN.org 
application under consideration cannot be evicted while the application is pending. 

 
Next Meeting:  September 16, 2021 at 8:15 a.m. via Zoom 
 

Adjourn:  12:59 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  October 6, 2021 at noon via Zoom 


