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MINUTES 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 

May 10, 2021 
Via Zoom Meeting 

 
Members (Attendance shown by X, Proxy shown by P) 

Apse, Jeff 
St. Charles Superintendent 

 Ganrude, Ron 
Winona Co. Sheriff 

 Patterson, Rená 
DOC Supervisor 

X 

Brandt, Becky 
Court Administrator 

X Gilow, Judy 
Public Member 

X Robertson, Matt 
Asst. Winona City Atty 

 

Buswell, Steve 
Jail Administrator 

P Green, Justin 
Public Member 

X Said, Fatima 
Project Fine, Public Member 

X 

Buytendorp, Nancy 
District Court Judge 

 Kovecsi, Marie 
County Commissioner 

X Sanness, Karen 
Winona DHHS Director 

 

Carman, Gwen 
L-A Superintendent 

 Kuehn, Michael 
Asst. Public Defender 

 Sonneman, Karin 
Winona Co. Attorney 

X 

Freiheit, Annette 
WAPS Superintendent 

X Lallemont, Angela 
Winona Co. Bar Assoc 

X Volkman, Travis 
Goodview Police Dept. 

 

Fritz, Ken 
County Administrator 

X Moeller, Eileen 
Winona City Council 

P Williams, Tom 
Winona Police Chief 

X 

 
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Chris Meyer (Winona County 
Commissioner);  Trish Chandler (Jail Intake Worker); Kay Peterson (Winona Volunteer Services), 
Zach Kayser (Winona Post); Dave Glithero (Assistant Jail Administrator; Proxy for Steve Buswell);  
Rebecca Church (Assistant Winona Co. Attorney); Carin Hyter (Coordinator, Treatment Court of 
Winona County); Erik Sievers (HVMHC Executive Director); Phil Huerta (ASAP Coordinator); 
Emma Severson (Advocacy Center of Winona); Rachel Stoll (Winona Health); Scott Sherman (City 
of Winona Mayor, proxy for Eileen Moeller); Tammy Moyer (SEMMCHRA), ________ Eggers. 
 
.Minutes by Kalene Engel 
 

1) Call to Order: Karin Sonneman called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m.   
 

2) Review/Revise/Approve Agenda for May 5, 2021:  Agenda was approved by consensus. 
 

3) Review/Revise/Approve Draft Minutes from April 7, 2021:  Minutes were approved by 
consensus. 

 
4) Information/Action Items:   

 
A. Presentation on Section 8 Housing by Tammy Moyer:  Tammy provided an overview of 

Section 8 Housing, as follows: 
 As of January 1, 2020 SEMMCHRA (Southeast Minnesota Multi-County 

Housing & Redevelopment Authority) has taken over the City of Winona Section 
8 Program. 

 Section 8 is actually called the Housing Voucher Program, but most people know 
it as Section 8. 
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 The program is a tenant-based program, which means that the voucher travels 
with the person.  It is similar to public housing, but because it is tenant based, it 
can be used at locations that accept Section 8. Its purpose is to provide affordable 
rent to eligible individuals who rent in the private sector. 

 The program is funded through the Housing and Urban Development Authority. 
SEMMCHRA receives an annual allotment of money for a multi-county region, 
serving Winona, Houston, Fillmore, Dodge, Wabasha and Goodhue (not 
including the City of Red Wing).  

 To be eligible for Section 8, a person must be income-eligible, 18 years or older, 
a citizen or a noncitizen with eligible immigration status.  

 Income eligibility means that a person must make lest than 50% of the median 
income for the area. Income limits change based upon the number of persons in 
the family. 

 The amount of rent that the Section 8 recipient has to pay is based upon 30% of 
their adjusted gross income.  

 Once a voucher is issued, the tenant can select housing within the six counties 
served by SEMMCHRA as long as the landlord accepts the voucher and the unit 
passes inspection. 

 The process to apply is to fill out an online application, after which 
SEMMCHRA will determine income eligibility and conduct a criminal 
background search. Typically, a person is then placed on a waiting list. 

 As of May 1, 2021, SEMMCHRA is not accepting new applications, as the 
number of families (500) on their waiting list is approximately two years long. 
The waiting list does get reviewed and updated yearly. 

 When an applicant’s name rises to the top of the waiting list, a voucher is offered 
to that family. This voucher verifies that the person is income eligible, has passed 
the background check and can look for housing. Applicants are given 60 days to 
locate housing and can apply for up to two – 30 day extensions. If the applicant 
does not locate housing within 120 days, the voucher is expired or dropped and 
they must start the process all over again. 

 When an applicant locates housing, the landlord must complete forms and 
SEMMCHRA determines whether the unit is affordable and comparable with 
other units, then schedules an inspection. Landlords are given time to complete 
needed repairs. 

 SEMMCHRA does not pay security deposits. SEMMCHRA’s share of the 
monthly rent is paid by the 5th of every month via direct deposit. 

 A family is required to sign a one year lease initially, then the tenancy goes to 
month to month tenancy. 

 Section 8 is a great program for landlords because they are guaranteed rent and 
there is a pre-lease inspection. More Section 8 housing is needed in Winona. 
Landlords are sometimes hesitant to accept Section 8 due to stories they have 
heard about other’s experiences with bad tenants, but many people have very 
good experience with Section 8 tenants. Section 8 is a voluntary program. 

 With respect to criminal backgrounds, if a person is a registered sex offender or 
has a criminal background involving manufacturing of methamphetamine, they 
are denied for life from Section 8. Otherwise, SEMMCHRA reviews the last 
three years to see if there are any charges that would endanger others in the area. 
If a person is denied, there is n appeal process. It is helpful for a denied applicant 
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to provide information from probation or courts or other professionals to show 
proof of rehabilitation. Treatment court participants have been successful in 
using the appeal process. 

 The amount that Section 8 pays is based upon the cost of rents in the county.  If 
the cost goes over that amount, the tenant has to pay the difference, but the 
tenant’s amount must still be within 40% of their adjusted gross income. The 
typical amount SEMMCHRA pays is $471 per household. 

 Families on the waitlist must notify SEMMHCRA of any changes in income, 
address, phone number and household members within 10 days of the change. 

 SEMMCHRA has a self-sufficiency program for people who are trying to get 
back on their feet and save up money to move from Section 8 to non-subsidized 
housing. The program is a five-year commitment where participants set goals and 
save money. Tammy has seen families who graduate from the program and take 
the money that they saved to put a downpayment on a house or purchase a 
dependable vehicle. 

 SEMMCHRA also owns property which it leases for people with low income, 
including public housing, market rate housing and low income housing. Within 
the 6 county region, they have over 500 rental properties. 
 

B. COVID Updates-:  
 Winona Area Public Schools (Annette Freiheit):  WAPS has 24 days of school 

left. Currently, all students are in “in-person” learning, with some pockets of kids 
in quarantine. Generally, everything is going well. A modified prom is being held 
this weekend and plans are underway for an in-person graduation ceremony on 
June 11th. 
 

C. Update on Replacement Jail-Ken Fritz:  The County Board approved moving forward 
with an 80 bed (53 cell) jail, which includes space for additional room for nursing, 
specialty crises, assessment and jail social worker support services. The architect is 
currently working on construction drawings. Once those are completed, the construction 
manager will further refine prices and it will go out to bid. A ground breaking is 
expected to occur at the end of August. Once construction starts, it is expected to take 16 
months to complete. 
 

D. Event Flyers-Karin Sonneman & Kalene Engel:  Included within the CJCC Meeting 
Packet are several flyers on upcoming events or trainings, as follows: 

 
• RentHelpMN.org: website for landlords and tenants which offers applications for 

financial assistance for rent and related expenses 
• WRAP+ Trainings in May:  May 26th: Best Practices for Successful Re-Entry 

and Medication Assisted Treatment Options 
• Congressional Hill Briefing on Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Grant 

Programs (including Winona County’s): May 7th 
• Project Fine Annual Fundraiser Dinner: June 20th 
• Winona Community Day Center new location (151 E. 3rd Street) and hours (10-

6pm, 7 days a week) 
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• Winona Resources:  Listing of resources in Winona compiled by Clayton 
Griesback and updated April 20, 2021 by participants in the SIM Map Workshop 
 

5) Committee Reports: 
 

A. Courts Committee (Karin Sonneman for Judge Nancy Buytendorp): Treatment Court has 
13 current participants, with two graduations planned for May 30th. The April graduation 
was attended by almost 50 people (on Zoom) including State Senator Jeremy Miller. 
May is National Treatment Court Month; in honor of the occasion, at an upcoming 
treatment court session, four graduates will share experiences at a treatment court 
session. The State Treatment Court Conference was held via Zoom last week. In April, 
Treatment Court partnered with ASAP and Hiawatha Valley Mental Health Center at an 
alcohol prevention event at the high school. Treatment Court graduates shared their 
stories with 10th graders and HVMHC’s Ted Barthel gave a presentation on how alcohol 
affects the brain. The program evaluation is in its final stages, where the evaluators are 
gathering qualitative data from participants. 

 
 

Next Meeting:  May 20, 2021 at 8:15 a.m. via Zoom 
 

B. Crime Prevention/ASAP-Phil Huerta and Carin Hyter:  The ASAP/Treatment Youth 
Alcohol Presentation was a great success. Ten students participated in the Drug 
Takeback Event in April. Forty-four vehicles drove through the event, dropping off 86 
pounds of medication and packaging.  Special thanks to Sarah Dickson who coordinated 
the student volunteers, YMCA for hosting the event, the community outreach officers 
who assisted the students and Unlimited Nutrition for providing beverages for the 
volunteers. The Taxes Conference Committee of the Minnesota legislature is discussing 
an omnibus tax bill which includes proposals to dedicate existing cigarette tax revenue to 
prevention efforts. Senator Jeremy Miller is on the Taxes Conference Committee, so 
interested persons can reach out to him to express their support for the allocation. 
Nationally, the Biden administration is starting to crack down on flavored tobacco 
products—the FDA will ban menthol and flavored cigarettes, but it will take some time. 
Additional, a bill was recently passed that will allow banks to accept proceeds from the 
sale of marijuana, which will make it easier for marijuana businesses to access the 
banking system. 

 
Next Meeting:  May 26, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom 

 
C. Community Outreach & Diversity Committee-Karin Sonneman: No meeting was held in 

April and Karin will be on vacation during the time for the May meeting. Kalene will 
reserve the regular meeting time for people who would like help with creating their 
video clips. She also urged people to check out the video clips now that are posted on the 
website. 
 
Next Meeting:  May 19, 2021 at noon via Zoom (open hours for assistance with 
Virtual Tour clips creation) 
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D. Jail and Jail Alternatives Committee & Jail Advisory Committee-Justin Green:  Most of 
the discussion centered around the SIM (Sequential Intercept Map Workshop) Report 
and developing a plan for addressing the gaps, proposals and suggestions that the 
consultants will be providing to us. The tentative plan is to convert the information from 
the consultants into our existing SIM report and to hold a meeting of the CJCC 
Executive Committee plus committee chairs to develop a plan. Kalene noted that the 
WRAP+ planning is proceeding on track. The Community Connector has been hired and 
will start on June 1st. The trainings have been very well attended. 
 
Next Meeting:  May 26, 2021 at noon via Zoom 
 

E. Juvenile Justice Committee – Rebecca Church: The majority of the discussion centered 
around mapping truancies. Representatives from the schools, probation, restorative 
justice and County Attorney’s office were present for the mapping, so the process went 
smoothly.  The next meeting of the Family Dependency Treatment Court team is on May 
7th.  Attached to the Juvenile Justice Minutes is a compilation of juvenile data that was 
created in response to a data practices request. Thank you to Rebecca for the many hours 
she put into compiling the data and creating the report. 
 
Next Meeting:  May 20, 2021 at noon via Zoom 
 

Adjourn:  1:00 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  June 2, 2021 at noon via Zoom.  


