MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
January 3, 2014
County Office Building, Conf. Room B
Members Present: Rená Patterson (Corrections’ Supervisor); The Honorable Nancy Buytendorp
(Winona County District Court Judge); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender); Judy Gilow
(Public Member); James Pomeroy (Winona County Commissioner); Justin Green (Public Member);
Kurt Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association); Mike Flaherty (Assistant Winona City Attorney);
Mark Roubinek (Supt., St. Charles School District); Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator), CJCC Chair
Sally Cumiskey (Court Administrator); CJCC Vice-Chair Karin Sonneman (County Attorney); Travis
Volkman (Goodview Police Department); Fatima Said (Public Member);
Members Absent: Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Dave Brand (Winona County
Sheriff); Duane Hebert (County Administrator); Dr. Scott Hannon (Winona Public School
Superintendent); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community Services); Gerry Krage (Winona
City Council)
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Tom Williams (Winona Police
Department-proxy for Paul Bostrack); Jerry Obieglo (Jail Program Director); Janneke Sobeck
(Livewell Winona); Judge Jeffrey Thompson (Third Judicial District); Jim Brown and Jim
Kronebusch (HBC) and Christi Braun and Kevin McConville (Custom Control Systems, Inc.-Intoxbox).
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 p.m.
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for January 3, 2014: Approved by consensus
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from December 4, 2013: Approved by consensus.
4) GENERAL BUSINESS:
A. INFORMATION ITEM – Update on Minor Consumption Payables (Judge Jeffrey
Thompson): Judge Jeffrey Thompson provided an update on recent Judicial Council action
on payable citations for underage consumption violations. As it has in past years, the CJCC
Crime Prevention Committee sent a letter to the Judicial Council requesting that the underage
consumption offense be removed from the payables list, such that the alleged offender could
not simply pay the citation without a court appearance. The Judicial Council carefully
considered the request, which Judge Thompson supported on behalf of the CJCC. Although
the Judicial Council did not remove the offense from the payables list or raise the fine, it did
create a policy which would allow local governments to create an ordinance with a higher
fine. If such a ordinance were created, the State Court Central Payable would consider the
local fine amount imposed to be the amount to collect. Additionally, prosecutors would
always have the option to issue a formal complaint for such a violation. In addition to
adopting the policy change, the Judicial Council also provided court data on underage

consumption as well as a document entitled “Strategies to Reduce Underage Alcohol Use,” a
copy of which is attached.
Information Item-Safecam Demonstration (Tom Williams and HBC): Jim Brown and Jim
Kronebusch from Hiawatha Broadband Communications gave a presentation and demonstration
on a surveillance camera system (dubbed Safecam) for crime control and prevention. The idea
for the system came about after a similar project was launched in La Crosse following a 2012
double homicide investigation which was solved, in part, due to surveillance cameras. Tom
Williams has been working with HBC to develop a proposal, with the biggest hurdle being
funding. The biggest up front cost is for the camera system itself ($2,600) with HBC absorbing
the installation costs for the fiberoptic system ($500) that would be necessary to operate the
system. For businesses willing to have cameras installed at their location, the only recurring cost
would be the $50 per month cost for the fiberoptic bandwidth. The system would allow for
controls on who could access the video. The format used is compatible with the new LETG
software being implemented by law enforcement. Travis Volkman noted that when members of
the Downtown Tavern League were informed about the possibility of a Safecam system, they
were generally supportive. The CJCC was also generally supportive of the concept of a Safecam
system. However, at the suggestion of Karin Sonneman, the CJCC referred the matter back to the
Crime Prevention Committee to develop a more comprehensive proposal for consideration. A
workgroup consisting of Tom Williams, Carmaine Sturino, Jerry Obieglo, Travis Volkman and
Karin Sonneman will be convened to develop that proposal.
Information Item-Intox-Box Demonstration (Christi Braun and Kevin McConville):
Riverstar, Inc. recently formed a new company, Custom Control Systems, Inc. (CCSI), to develop
and market a Breathalyzer kiosk called Intox-Box. The machine was designed to be sold to
vending companies for placement in bars as a way for patrons to get an idea of their intoxication
level. Although the product is not being marketed as a calibrated testing device for use in a court
of law, the company hopes that the use of the product will reduce the incidence of drunk driving.
CCSI is looking for assistance in capturing statistical data regarding the effectiveness of the
Intox-Box in reducing drunk driving. CCSI is also looking at installing Intox-Box machines for
free within a jurisdiction as a test site to determine effectiveness. Members were encouraged to
contact the Intox-Box representatives with suggestions.
5) Committee Reports: (Abbreviated due to the length of the above presentations)
A. Courts Committee (Hon. Nancy Buytendorp): Stays of adjudication will be automatically
dismissed in MNCIS once the stated timeframe has expired. Community Services has been
working on a new policy for supervised visitations, a draft of which was distributed at the
meeting. Drug Court continues to go well. Presentations have been given to WSU and
Community Services and training will soon occur for knock and checks. The truancy
procedure adjustments have resulted in improved handling of truancies. Much discussion was
had regarding several issues that have arisen as a result of jail furlough requests for chemical
dependency treatment. Community Services will provide a recommended Order for the
judges to consider at an upcoming Judges’ Meeting.
Next Meeting: January 16, 2013 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom 2 Jury Room

B. Community Outreach & Diversity (Karin Sonneman): Committee members are preparing
for the Elected Official Outreach Forum on January 11, 2014 from 9:00-11:15 a.m. at the
Winona History Center. All CJCC members are encouraged to attend. The committee was
also invited to participate, along with the Winona County Attorney’s Office, in the Frozen
River Film Festival on January 25, 2014 at WSU. The topic theme of this year’s Festival is
Civic Engagement/Social Justice. The Project FINE Annual Report Event is on February 11,
2014
Next Meeting: January 15, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.
C. Jail & Jail Alternatives (Justin Green): CARE is currently implementing service delivery
improvements. The Transitional Housing Workgroup has continued to work on the housing
issue and the problem appears to be funding. A white paper on this subject has been prepared
and will be presented at the January 11, 2012 Elected Official Outreach Forum. The latest
suggestion is to use some of the existing money which is earmarked for GRH (Group
Residential Housing) and convert it into transitional housing funds.
Next Meeting: January 28, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room
D. Crime Prevention: Much of the meeting was devoted to a web presentation by Automated
Property System—a computerized system for tracking purchases by pawn shops/scrap metal
dealers. Committee members felt that the system would be beneficial for law enforcement.
New legislation will require scrap metal dealers to be using the system by 2015.
Next Meeting: January 27, 2014 at 2:30 at Kensington Banquet Room.
E. Juvenile Justice (Rená Patterson): The biggest project being tackled by the Committee at
present is the juvenile pretrial process mapping. The next meeting of the workgroup is on
January 8, 2014.
Next Meeting: January 29, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.
6) Other:
• An issue has arisen with contraband being introduced to the STS crews. As a result, the
jail is considering requiring STS workers to wear a drug patch. The cost for the patch is
$60 which covers two weeks of use. Because of time constraints, this issue was not
resolved.
7) Adjournment: 1:20 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
February 5, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: Rená Patterson (Corrections’ Supervisor); The Honorable Nancy Buytendorp
(Winona County District Court Judge); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender); Judy Gilow
(Public Member); James Pomeroy (Winona County Commissioner); Kurt Knuesel (Winona County
Bar Association); Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator), CJCC Chair Sally Cumiskey (Court
Administrator); CJCC Vice-Chair Karin Sonneman (County Attorney); Dave Brand (Winona County
Sheriff); Duane Hebert (County Administrator); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community
Services).
Members Absent: Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Dr. Scott Hannon (Winona Public
School Superintendent); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council); Justin Green (Public Member); Mike
Flaherty (Assistant Winona City Attorney); Mark Roubinek (Supt., St. Charles School District);
Travis Volkman (Goodview Police Department); Fatima Said (Public Member).

Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Jerry Obieglo (Jail Program Director);
Erin Stephens (Assistant Winona County Attorney).
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 p.m.
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for February 5, 2014: Approved by consensus
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from January 3, 2014: Approved by consensus.
4) GENERAL BUSINESS:
A. INFORMATION ITEM – MN Adult and Teen Challenge: Willie Tipton and Jim Macklin
from MN Adult and Teen Challenge (MNATC) were scheduled to present at the CJCC
Meeting, but showed up four hours early. Before leaving for another meeting, they were able
to speak with Judge Buytendorp, Stephanie Nuttall, Victor Souders, Rená Patterson, Nick
Oswald, Teri Henderson, Kalene Engel and Jerry Obieglo. MNATC is a residential treatment
program that has been present in Minnesota for many years. They opened a new 100 resident
facility in early January in Rochester for adult males (age 18 and older). They offer both a
short-term (non-faith based) program and a long-term (faith based) program. The location has
secure buildings but is not considered a “locked” facility. They provide programming in
several areas, including mental health programs. The program is a very intense program and
has been used by the DOC in the Twin Cities with success. The program accepts sex
offenders on a case by case basis. MNATC also offers a free Know the Truth Program for
schools. MNATC will be invited to present at the March meeting, likely starting at 11:30
a.m. to allow sufficient time for them to discuss the program. Anyone who wants to can also
contact MNATC for a tour.

B. ANNOUNCEMENT –PUBLIC DEFENDER STAFFING (Carmaine Sturino)-Brian
Pafundi has been hired as a full-time Public Defender based in the Rochester Office.
Carmaine has been hired as a full-time Public Defender and will be based in Winona. She
will be taking over the Mega-Day Misdemeanor calendar and will be working primarily in
Winona County.
5) Committee Reports:
A. Juvenile Justice Committee (Rená Patterson): The County is in the process of hiring a
second Restorative Justice Coordinator, as Nicole Thompson accepted a position at Hiawatha
Valley Mental Health Center. Elmore Academy has closed; Family and Children’s Center
does not believe it is feasible for them to offer local placement. Sharon Summers has
scheduled a meeting with the St. Charles Police Department to discuss handling of children
with assaultive behaviors. Placementprogress.com will be tested out by DOC on some mutual
DOC/WCCS juvenile clients. A committee was formed to further discuss and develop
guidelines on the Family Preservation Meetings process.
Next Meeting: February 12, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room
B. Courts (Hon. Nancy Buytendorp): Samantha Carter provided an update on Drug Court,
which currently has 14 clients. She is now trained in doing equipment hookups and is
chairing a workgroup that is looking into drug testing equipment options. WCCS is still
reviewing furlough for treatment procedures and will be making recommendations in a letter
to the judges. The Mental Health Collaborative Planning Group has continued to meet, with
another meeting set for early March. Per Duane Hebert, this purpose of this planning group is
to formulate a plan as to how to get the right people to the table so that the conversation can
be a true community conversation about mental health. Karin Sonneman is going to give a
presentation to the Winona Health Board of Directors on February 14th on justice systemrelated mental health issues and has requested input from several criminal justice partners for
use in that presentation. In light of the recent Wabasha County decision on its driver
diversion program, Karin Sonneman reviewed the Winona County diversion programs. Her
conclusion was that the Winona County programs are not illegal. She will be re-convening a
diversion workgroup to review the process and update workgroup members, including
possibly adding members to the diversion review panel.
Next Meeting: February 20, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room
C. Community Outreach & Diversity Committee (Karin Sonneman): The Elected Official
Forum held on January 11, 2014 was a success. The Committee distributed white papers on
the following issues: Transitional Housing, No MN Driver’s License and Collateral
Sanctions. Representatives from the Crime and Justice Institute and Immigration Law Center
of Minnesota were also present. Karin distributed copies of the briefing that Rep. Pelowski’s
staff prepared for the event and encouraged members to read it as it contained helpful
information on the topics in the CJCC Strategic Plan. Karin staffed a table at the Frozen
River Film Festival and distributed literature on a variety of topics including diversion, drug
court, CARE, crime victims and legislative initiatives. The committee will be working with
Emily Baxter of the Council on Crime and Justice to bring her traveling exhibit (“We Are All
Criminals”) to Winona. Project FINE’s annual report event is on February 11th. An idea for a

Law Day for 4th graders was nixed after the 4th grade teachers consulted with the 6th grade
teachers. The Minnesota House Select Committee Report on Synthetic Drugs issued an
update, which Kalene will forward to CJCC members. The Alliance for Substance Abuse
Prevention (ASAP) is holding a meeting at 5:30 p.m. at Winona Health .
Next Meeting: February 19, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room
D. Jail & Jail Alternatives (Kalene Engel): Additional discussion on furloughs for chemical
dependency treatment was held at the meeting. CARE Program grant funding will run out in
a few months. The County had hoped to get a CSI Supervisor on board before that occurred,
but there have been unexpected delays in the hiring process. Should the Supervisor not be
hired before the grant funds expire, the CARE Program will still continue as is until the
transition process can be accomplished. Rep. Pelowski’s briefing notes disclosed that the
Dept. of Human Services may be making changes to the GRH (Group Residential Housing).
Karen Bunkowski will be arranging for the State GRH Director to come to Winona to discuss
the GRH Program.
Next Meeting: February 25, 2014 E-meeting.
E. Crime Prevention (Kalene Engel): The Safecam Workgroup met and reviewed research
articles and standards on how to implement a public surveillance system. One of the
recommendations was to seek public input and support, so the Committee is attempting to
find out what information the Winona City Council would like to have regarding such a
system. The strategies for reducing underage drinking that Judge Thompson provided to the
CJCC at the January meeting were forwarded to the ASAP for possible incorporation into a
strategic plan for that group. The Committee is anxiously awaiting the official start date of
the new community liaison police officer, Eric Mueller.
Next Meeting: February 24, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. at Kensington Banquet Room.
6) Adjournment: 12:40 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
March 5, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: Kurt Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association); Rená Patterson (Corrections’
Supervisor); Justin Green (Public Member); Travis Volkman (Goodview Police Dept.); Fatima Said
(Public Member); Karin Sonneman (Winona County Attorney); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public
Defender); Judy Gilow (Public Member); James Pomeroy (Winona County Commissioner); Mike
Flaherty (Assistant Winona City Attorney); Duane Hebert (County Administrator); Dr. Scott Hannon
(Winona Public School Superintendent); CJCC Chair Sally Cumiskey (Court Administrator, proxy
for Nancy Buytendorp).
Members Absent: Mark Roubinek (Supt., St. Charles School District); The Honorable Nancy
Buytendorp (Winona County District Court Judge); Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief);
Dave Brand (Winona County Sheriff); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council); Steve Buswell (Jail
Administrator); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community Services.
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); The Honorable Mary Leahy (District
Court Judge); Diana Miller (Director-Women’s Resource Center); Latrisha Green (CARE Program);
Kathryn Jargo (Community Services – Proxy for Sharon Summers); Kevin O’Laughlin, Christina
Davenport and Erin Stephens (Assistant Winona County Attorneys); Willie Tipton and Jim Mackin
from Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge Program.
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 pm
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for March 5, 2014: Approved with on addition under General
Business: Request for Letter of Support new CREST Grant Proposal.
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from February 5, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) General Business:
a) Information Item: Presentation on Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge Program
(Willie Tipton and Jim Mackin). Jim Mackin, Vice President of Marketing and Events, and
Willie Tipton, Community Outreach Representative, gave a presentation on the Minnesota
Adult and Teen Challenge Program. See the attached handouts or the organization’s website
(www.mntc.org) for more detailed information. In addition to the comprehensive addition
treatment and recovery services they offer, MNTC also offers a free substance abuse
prevention program developed to educate high school and middle school students on additions
and the consequences of their choices called “Know the Truth.”
b) Action Item: Request for Letter of Support from CREST and HVMHC for Grant
Application (Duane Hebert): Winona County is part of a 10 county regional group for
mental health services (CREST). CREST and Hiawatha Valley Mental Health Center

(HVMHC) are attempting to secure grant funding through the Minnesota Housing Finance
Agency to fund a 20-bed long term residential facility for individuals with SPMI (serious and
persistent mental illness). There is a critical need for such housing in the state. Currently,
there is a waiting list of 90 people for such housing in the area, with Winona County having
the greatest need locally. The facility would be modeled after the Youngdahl Facility in
Owatonna and would be used primarily for people from Winona, Wabasha and Houston
counties. HVMHC is looking for a letter of support for the application from various involved
entities, including the CJCC. Councilmembers unanimously consented to provide a letter of
support for the proposal. Kalene will contact Julie Hanson of HVHMC to follow through on
this action item.
5) Committee Reports: Abbreviated due to length of General Business Items.
A.

Crime Prevention – Travis Volkman: Kate Hanson, Health Promotion Coordinator
at WSU, joined the committee. Updates were provided on the Safecam initiative; a
workgroup meeting is scheduled for later this month. The committee discussed the
Automated Pawn System and decided to defer further action until the new statute
(which requires the use of APS for scrap metal purchases) metal takes effect. After a
lengthy discussion regarding the option to pursue a local increase in the minor
consumption fine, the committee elected to pursue other strategies for reducing
underage drinking.
Next Meeting: March 24, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. at the Kensington.

B.

Juvenile Justice – Rená Patterson: A tentative offer has been made to an applicant
for the vacant Restorative Justice position which could mean that the position will be
filled by the end of the month. A representative from the Rochester Juvenile
Detention Center (also known as Many Rivers) has offered to come to Winona to talk
about changes to the JDC Program. Carmaine will arrange this meeting at a time
when more people (including judges) involved in the juvenile process can attend. The
committee continued to discuss placement options and received information compiled
by the local Public Defender’s Office regarding distances to and services offered by
area placement facilities.
Next Meeting: March 13, 2014 at noon at the Kensington.

C.

Courts – Sally Cumiskey: The committee received its monthly drug court update. A
draft form to address recurring furlough issues will be presented to the judges at its
next judges meeting. Justin Green is working on a grant application for an adult
mentoring program, which will include mentoring of veterans.
Next Meeting: March 20, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room.

D.

Community Outreach & Diversity – Karin Sonneman:
After hearing the presentation by the Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge (MNATC),
Karin would like to add a community forum by the MNATC to the list of activities for
the committee.

Next Meeting: March 19, 2014 at noon at Karin Sonneman’s Office
E.

Jail & Jail Alternatives – Justin Green:
Victor Souders resigned from the CARE Program. Latrisha Green will assume his
caseload in addition to her own. The committee is waiting for others to act before
continuing on its other projects.
Next Meeting: March 25, 2014 at noon at Kensington.

6) Adjournment: 1:30 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
April 2, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: Rená Patterson (Corrections’ Supervisor); Karin Sonneman (Winona County
Attorney); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender); James Pomeroy (Winona County
Commissioner); Mike Flaherty (Assistant Winona City Attorney); CJCC Chair Sally Cumiskey
(Court Administrator); Mark Roubinek (Supt., St. Charles School District); The Honorable Nancy
Buytendorp (Winona County District Court Judge); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council); Steve
Buswell (Jail Administrator); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community Services)
Members Absent: Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Dave Brand (Winona County
Sheriff); Kurt Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association); Justin Green (Public Member); Travis
Volkman (Goodview Police Dept.); Fatima Said (Public Member); Judy Gilow (Public Member);
Duane Hebert (County Administrator); Dr. Scott Hannon (Winona Public School Superintendent)
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Diana Miller (Director-Women’s
Resource Center); Kiley Liming (Safe Havens Child Visitation & Exchange Center); Heather Gerdes
(WSU RE Initiative); Chris Rogers (Winona Post).
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 pm
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for April 2, 2014: Approved without changes.
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from March 5, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) General Business:
a) Information Item: Presentation on Safe Havens Child Visitation and Exchange Center
(Kiley Liming): Kiley Liming, Safe Haven Coordinator, gave a presentation on the grantfunded Safe Havens Child Visitation and Exchange Center. The purpose of the program is to
enhance safety for children and adult victims by increasing opportunities for supervised
visitation and safe exchange, by and between custodial and non-custodial parents, in cases
involving domestic violence, dating violence, child abuse, sexual assault or stalking. Please
see the attached handout for more detailed information. The program is in the process of
finalizing policies and procedures and hopes to begin serving clients on July 1, 2014.
b) Information Item: Presentation on Winona State University RE Initiative (Heather
Gerdes): Heather Gerdes, Project Coordinator, gave a presentation on the grant-funded RE
Iniatitive which is a collaborative, multidimensional, interdisciplinary approach to improve
the on campus effectiveness to reduce sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence and
stalking. Please see the attached handout for more detailed information. The grant is
currently called the RE Initiative because it is designed to REduce incidents, RE-educate,
REform, REorganize and several other actions that start with RE. However, the name is still
being considered and suggestions are welcome.

c) Information Item: Commendation from the City of Winona (Kalene Engel): The CJCC
received a letter of commendation dated March 24, 2014 for its work in supporting the
expansion of the Human Rights Commission to include the jurisdiction of the County of
Winona.
d) Information Item: Letter of Support for Residential Mental Health Facility (Kalene
Engel): As a follow-up to the request and approval for a letter of support for a residential
mental health facility grant application being pursued by Hiawatha Valley Mental Health
Center and CREST, Kalene provided a draft of a letter of support. The letter was approved as
presented.
5) Committee Reports:
A.

Jail & Jail Alternatives – Kalene Engel for Justin Green: The ACH (Advanced
Health Care) program for in-jail healthcare was discussed by committee members.
Experiences with ACH among committee members were generally favorable.
Latrisha Green has transitioned into the sole CARE Coordinator and the grant term has
been extended, with funds reallocated to among budget categories, to account for the
change in staffing. Tom Weber is performing a final evaluation. Work of the pretrial
services workgroup is on hold pending establishment of the CSI Unit. Future steps for
the Transitional Housing Workgroup were discussed.
Next Meeting: April 22, 2014 E-meeting.

B.

Crime Prevention – Kalene Engel: Although the Crime Prevention Committee did
not meet, the Safecam Workgroup met on March 10, 2014 and developed a draft
policy for public surveillance cameras.
Next Meeting: April 28, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. at the Kensington.

C.

Juvenile Justice – Rená Patterson: The Juvenile Justice Committee did not meet in
March of 2014. The April meeting has been moved to a Tuesday (April 22, 2014) at a
different location (County Office Building, Room B) and will feature a guest speaker:
Briana Harmening, Director of the Olmsted County Juvenile Detention Center. Sharon
Summers shared the results of the community study performed by the Chadwick
Center on Trauma Informed Care. Chadwick identified a couple of crucial areas of
needed improvement including increased training and reduction of secondary trauma.
One idea that is being considered is having one person screen for trauma when
individuals apply for services.
Next Meeting: April 22, 2014 at noon at the County Office Building, Room B.

D.

Courts – Nancy Buytendorp: The committee received its monthly drug court
update—Samantha Carter continues to do a lot of presentations on the drug court
program. Eight-three percent of drug court participants are legally employed. A new
furlough order was developed; however, the judges are looking into the

appropriateness of pre-plea or preconviction furloughs. Sally distributed a list of
occupational licenses subject to notification to the state upon a criminal conviction.
The Department of Corrections will attempt to incorporate this information into their
presentence investigation. A grant application was submitted for the mentoring
program, which was expanded from adult veterans to include all adults with contact
with the criminal justice system.
Next Meeting: April 17, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room.
E.

Community Outreach & Diversity – Karin Sonneman: The committee did not
meet; however, a workgroup is being formed to develop a community forum to bring
together community groups/organizations/programs who work in the area of sexual
assault, domestic violence and related areas.
Next Meeting: April 16, 2014 at 8 a.m. at Karin Sonneman’s Office

6) Adjournment: 12:50 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
May 7, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: Rená Patterson (Corrections’ Supervisor); Karin Sonneman (Winona County
Attorney); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender); James Pomeroy (Winona County
Commissioner); CJCC Chair Sally Cumiskey (Court Administrator); The Honorable Nancy
Buytendorp (Winona County District Court Judge); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community
Services); Justin Green (Public Member); Fatima Said (Public Member); Judy Gilow (Public
Member); Kurt Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association).
Members Absent: Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Dave Brand (Winona County
Sheriff); Travis Volkman (Goodview Police Dept.); Maureen Holte (Acting County Administrator);
Dr. Scott Hannon (Winona Public School Superintendent); Mike Flaherty (Assistant Winona City
Attorney); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council); Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator); Mark Roubinek
(Supt., St. Charles School District).
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Bryan Delvin and Sherrie Walters
(Hiawatha Valley Mental Health Center); Gina Beach (Winona County Crime Victim’s Services
Coordinator; Jeremy Hildman, (Whitewater Country Coalition); Tom Williams (proxy for Winona
Police Chief Paul Bostrack); Roseann Shaw (proxy for Michael Flaherty, Assistant City Attorney);
Wayne Valentine (County Commissioner).
Minutes by Carmaine Sturino.
1) Call to Order: 12:03 pm
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for May 7, 2014: Approved with addition of Information Item
by Karin Sonneman.
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from April 2, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) General Business:
a) Information Item: Presentation by Bryan Delvin and Sherrie Walter on Hiawatha
Valley Mental Health Center’s CAM (Counseling for Abusive Men) Program: Bryan
Delvin and Sherri Walter provided information on the CAM Program, which is a domestic
violence intervention program offered through HVMHC. Sherri and Bryan co-facilitate the
program, which is based upon the Duluth Model and is geared towards identifying power and
control issues in a relationship, increasing accountability for behaviors, facilitating the
learning of respectful alternatives enhancing safety and relationship equality. Individuals
referred to the group first undergo an assessment, which not only determines suitability for the
program but also identifies other possible mental health/chemical dependency issues that need
to be addressed. The program consists of 20, two hour weekly group sessions, plus
homework assignments. The cost of the program is $47.00 per meeting, which is covered by
most insurance programs. Abstinence is required during the program, but HVMHC does not

routinely do drug/alcohol tests. The difference between a diagnostic assessment and CAM
evaluation is that the diagnostic assessment would ask a broader range of questions.
b) Information Item: Presentation by Gina Beach, Victim’s Services Coordinator on
Winona County Victim’s Services Program: Gina Beach provided information on the
various services offered by her office including notification to victims of their rights
(including right to various levels of participation in the prosecution process),
education/assistance on restitution and victim impact statements, reports on case outcomes
and other post-conviction issues and referrals to other resources. In addition to her statutory
obligations, Gina also plans to do community outreach and education so that people will not
only know what to do if they ever ARE a victim, but will also know what steps they can take
to avoid BECOMING a victim. She noted that she does participate in victim interviews.
Upon a request from Fatima Said, Gina stated that she could get the informational brochures
in other languages. Gina works 30 hours per week on Crime Victim’s Services and her office
is located in the lower level of the Courthouse.
c) Information Item: Restorative Justice Golf Scramble (Rená Patterson): Save the Date
for the Restorative Justice Program’s Annual Golf Scramble which will be held on August 15,
2014. More information will be forthcoming.
d) Information Item: Project FINE Taste of International Cuisine (Fatima Said): Project
FINE will hold its annual Taste of International Cuisine Dinner on June 8, 2014 at Riverport.
This years’ theme is Journey to Ancient Greece. Fatima would love to again have a table of
representatives from the CJCC attend the event.
e) Information Item: CJCC Support for Winona Regional Care Consortium Grant
Proposal (Karin Sonneman): The Mental Health Planning Workgroup on which Karin
serves has received the support of the county for its application for an Implementation Grant
Proposal to the Minnesota Department of Health. On behalf of the Winona County
Attorney’s Office and CJCC, Karin drafted a letter of support. The grant proposal requires no
financial contribution other than in-kind assistance. The council unanimously approved the
letter of support.
f) Action Item: Consideration/Approval of Safecam Policy (Tom Williams): The Safecam
Workgroup of the Crime Prevention Committee developed a proposed policy for the Winona
Police Department to adopt regarding public surveillance cameras. At the request of
representatives from the Public Defender’s Office and Winona County Bar Association, Tom
Williams agreed to table this issue until after members of the Bar Association have had a
chance to review it at meeting to be schedule din June. This item will be placed back on the
CJCC agenda for July.
g) Action Item: Consideration/Approval of Social Host Ordinance (Karin Sonneman,
Wayne Valentine/Jeremy Hildman): Wayne Valentine, Kevin O’Laughlin, Jeremy
Hildman, Karin Sonneman and Kevin O’Laughlin recently met to discuss and review/revise
the Social Host Ordinance that had been before the CJCC previously. The current proposed
draft of the ordinance is based upon an ordinance from Scott County, which is
demographically similar to Winona County. According to the educational materials provided

in conjunction with the draft, SHO have been shown to be an effective law enforcement tool
and deterrent factor to prevent underage drinking. Olmsted County is also looking at enacting
a SHO. The Crime Prevention Committee, through which the SHO was originally developed,
is asking for CJCC support of the ordinance so that it can be brought back before the County
Board. Wayne Valentine, Jeremy Hildman and Jim Pomeroy spoke in favor of the ordinance.
Jeremy pointed out that the Minnesota Student Survey disclosed that the number 1 way that
kids get alcohol is through their friends, with the second highest way being at parties.
Carmaine Sturino raised three concerns about the SHO: (1) the “reason to believe” language
in the SHO will encourage officers to simply write the citation and let the court process sort
out whether there was truly “reason to believe; (2) there are existing alternatives to a SHO
(furnishing alcohol to minors, CHIPS proceedings, etc) and (3) a SHO would encourage kids
to leave their property to consume alcohol (whereas their parents might want them to stay at
home to avoid a more dangerous situation elsewhere). Kurt Knuesel concurred and stated that
he doesn’t believe the SHO would specifically target parents, but rather young people, and
would create yet another law that young people will run afoul of and impede ability to do the
things they want to do in life. Karin noted that it is often very difficult to prove who provided
alcohol at a party and that the SHO is an eligible offense in the diversion program. This item
was tabled until July to allow the Winona County Bar Association to review the SHO and
provide input.
5) Committee Reports:
A.

Community Outreach & Diversity (Karin Sonneman): The Immigration Law
Center of Minnesota (ILCM) had asked CJCC members to attend a meeting with the
Governor due to renewed interest in the Immigrant Driver’s License Bill. However,
since it appears as though there is not enough interest at this time, ILCM is not
pursuing a meeting with the governor. The “Domestic Violence Education and
Awareness Summit” workgroup plans to host an event this June.
Next Meeting: May 21, 2014 at 8 am at County Attorney’s Office

B.

Jail & Jail Alternatives (Justin Green): No report as the committee did not meet.
Next Meeting: May 27, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.

C.

Crime Prevention – Travis Volkman: No report as Travis was not present. Please
see the monthly meeting minutes for information and updates regarding the diversion
programs, Safecam workgroup, Social Host Ordinance and Alliance for Substance
Abuse Prevention Coalition.
Next Meeting: May 19, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. at the Kensington.

D.

Juvenile Justice – Rená Patterson: Drew Althoff provided an update on the truancy
program; Judge Thompson noted that he is seeing more kids who are in school, but
truant because they are not attending classes. Representatives from the Olmsted
County Juvenile Detention Center (formerly Many Rivers) gave a presentation on the
recent changes that have been made to the Center and its programming. Tours of the
center are available to anyone who is interested. Transportation of juveniles to/from

court has been going well. Representatives from the Chadwick Center will be present
tomorrow to give an update on the Trauma Informed Care Super Community Project.
Next Meeting: May 8, 2014 at noon at the County Office Building, Room B.
E.

Courts – Nancy Buytendorp: The committee received an update on Drug Court
from Coordinator Samantha Carter. The first Drug Court Graduation will be held on
May 20, 2014 at 2 p.m. Furlough and pretrial release (and their effect on case
clearance rates) continues to be discussed by the committee. Sharon Summers updated
the committee on visitation guidelines and these will be reviewed at the next Judge’s
meeting. Karin Sonneman updated the committee on the work of the Mental Health
Planning Workgroup, which is supporting a grant application by Winona Health
through the state. Karin Sonneman and Tom Williams provided an update on the
LETG (Law Enforcement Technology Group) software implementation.
Next Meeting: May 15, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room.

6) Adjournment: 1:25 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
June 4, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: Rená Patterson (Corrections’ Supervisor); Karin Sonneman (Winona County
Attorney); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender); James Pomeroy (Winona County
Commissioner); CJCC Chair Sally Cumiskey (Court Administrator); The Honorable Nancy
Buytendorp (Winona County District Court Judge); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community
Services); Justin Green (Public Member); Fatima Said (Public Member); Judy Gilow (Public
Member); Kurt Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association); Travis Volkman (Goodview Police
Dept.); Dr. Scott Hannon (Retiring Winona Public School Superintendent); Mike Flaherty (Assistant
Winona City Attorney); Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator).
Members Absent: Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Dave Brand (Winona County
Sheriff); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council); Mark Roubinek (Supt., St. Charles School District);
Justin Green (Public Member).
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Tom Williams (proxy for Winona Police
Chief Paul Bostrack); Stephen West (Incoming Winona Public School Superintendent); Kelly Isensee
and Jessie Meyer of the Southern Minnesota Chemical Dependency Navigator Project.
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 pm
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for June 4, 2014: Approved with addition of Information Item –
Drug Court Training Update by Karin Sonneman.
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from May 7, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) General Business:
a) Information Item: Presentation by Kelly Isensee (Project Navigator) and Jessie Meyer
(Project Supervisor/Navigator) on the Southeast Minnesota Chemical Dependency
Navigator Program: Ms. Isensee and Ms. Meyer gave a presentation on the Southeast
Minnesota Chemical Dependency Navigator Project, which is a program designed to provide
intensive case management to high needs individuals who have been unable to achieve their
chemical dependency recovery goals through traditional treatment methods. The program
serves a 10 county region, including Winona--which currently funds 6 clients in the Navigator
Program. The program is a harm reduction program and uses a variety of evidence-based
practices to help individuals address the various issues that have hindered their recovery.
The results of the program have been impressive, particularly with respect to the reduction of
hospital visits and admissions by its clients, and it is now being funded by the state.
Drug Court Conference: Karin Sonneman and Rená Patterson gave a report on the NADCP
(National Association of Drug Court Professionals) Annual Training Conference that was
held May 28-31, 2014 in Anaheim, California. Five members of the Winona County drug

court team attended the event, which included appearances by a number of celebrities who
support drug courts. Winona County team members attended numerous seminars and will be
discussing what they learned and how they will use that knowledge to improve Winona
County’s drug court. Some interesting takeaways from the seminar included a movement
towards community-based treatment, instead of the traditional 28 day inpatient model of
treatment and increased use of technology with “treatment avatars.”
5) Committee Reports:
A.

Courts (Nancy Buytendorp): Drug Court of Winona County held its first graduation
ceremony on May 22, 2014 with Dusty Williams being the first graduate. Another
graduation is scheduled for July 8th. The Third District judges will be reviewing the
furlough procedures on a district-wide basis. A workgroup is researching how to
improve the screening and assessment of mental illness of jail inmates. Drew Althoff
gave an update on outcomes following the changes that were made to the truancy
procedure last summer. Stephanie Nuttall, Diversion Coordinator, has created a data
analysis report on truancies which has been sent to the Juvenile Justice Committee and
will be further discussed by that committee.
Next Meeting: June 19, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room

B.

Community Outreach & Diversity (Karin Sonneman): One of the projects the
committee has worked on over the years is to support legislation which would allow
undocumented persons to get identification cards so they could obtain valid driver’s
licenses. Legislation was proposed last year, but no action was taken. This year, on
the very last day of the session, a hearing was scheduled before the House Ways and
Means Committee to consider the legislation. Karin, who was already in St. Paul for a
conference, was able to testify in front of the committee about the need for the law.
The bill passed out of the committee, but was not passed because the session ended.
However, the action taken will hopefully provide some momentum for next year. As a
review of the committee meeting minutes will disclose, there are a lot of events
coming up during the next few months in which committee members will be
participating. Volunteers for the County Fair Booth will be solicited via a separate email from Kalene Engel. A workgroup is pulling together a domestic violence
prevention, education and awareness event for later this summer. The Project FINE
dinner is on June 8th an seats are still available.
Next Meeting: June 18, 2014 at 8 am at County Attorney’s Office

C.

Jail & Jail Alternatives (Kalene Engel for Justin Green): The CARE Program will
be transitioned to the Community Services Department by September 1, 2014. Grant
RFPs (Requests for Proposals) were recently released for two of the primary strategies
that have been undertaken by the committee—the development of a pretrial services
program and the CARE jail reentry program—and applications have been/will be
prepared for both. The pretrial grant is a federal grant which would fund the
development and implementation of a “demonstration site” for a model pretrial
services program. Only 3 grants will be awarded nationwide this year, but all
applications filed will be considered for future awards, pending funding. The reentry

grant is a state grant, similar to those which have funded the CARE Program in the
past. Committee members were informed of a housing forum that occurred in Winona
in mid-May; Kalene will be following up with the organizer to identify areas of
collaboration with the JJA’s transitional housing workgroup.
Next Meeting: June 24, 2014 E-meeting.
D.

Crime Prevention (Travis Volkman): Tom Williams will be arranging a Safecam
demonstration for the Winona County Bar Association and will be requesting that
funding be included in next year’s City of Winona budget for the system. The
committee agreed that it will not be actively working on the Social Host Ordinance
(SHO) issue right now. Karin Sonneman stated that she is attempting to get on the
agenda for the Township Officers Meeting next week to discuss the SHO.
Next Meeting: June 16, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. at the Kensington.

E.

Juvenile Justice (Sharon Summers for Rená Patterson): The Chadwick Center
provided an update via telephone on the Supercommunity Trauma Informed Care
Project. The goal of the project is to reduce the impact of trauma for consumers so
that it doesn’t turn into a bigger problem later. Some strategies that will be
implemented include identification of trauma history for individuals, system process
changes which will minimize the trauma, increased education/training about trauma,
and development of “Trauma Champions” from various disciplines who will spread
the message in the community.
Next Meeting: June 26, 2014 at noon at the Kensington.

6) Other: On behalf of the CJCC, Kalene Engel thanked Dr. Scott Hannon for his service to the
Council. Dr. West was welcomed as the new public school district representative to the CJCC.
7) Adjournment: 1:15 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
July 2, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: Rená Patterson (Corrections’ Supervisor); Karin Sonneman (Winona County
Attorney); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender); James Pomeroy (Winona County
Commissioner); CJCC Chair Sally Cumiskey (Court Administrator); Fatima Said (Public Member);
Judy Gilow (Public Member); Kurt Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association); Travis Volkman
(Goodview Police Dept.); Mike Flaherty (Assistant Winona City Attorney); Dave Brand (Winona
County Sheriff); Jeff Apse (Supt., Lewiston Public Schools)
Members Absent: Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Gerry Krage (Winona City
Council); Justin Green (Public Member); The Honorable Nancy Buytendorp (Winona County District
Court Judge); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community Services); Dr. Stephen West (Winona
Public School Superintendent Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator).
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Kristin Holien, Riverfront, Inc.; Bill
Spitzer, Laurie Rogers.
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 pm
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for July 2, 2014: Approved without changes.
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from June 4, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) General Business:
a) Information Item: Presentation by Kristin Holien (Community Based Services
Coordinator) on Riverfront, Inc.: Ms. Holien gave a presentation on the services offered by
Riverfront, Inc., which is an outpatient mental health care provider based in La Crosse, with
an office in the old Winona Knits Building on East Second Street. Riverfront offers a number
of services including individual and group therapy, DBT therapy, AMHRS (adult
rehabilitative mental health services and peer counseling. They can provide diagnostic
assessments, which is usually the initial step in determining suitability and qualification for
mental health services. They have gone into the Houston County Jail to do these assessments
and are willing to do this in Winona, also.
5) Committee Reports:
A.

Juvenile Justice (Rená Patterson): The committee discussed the closure of the
Leadership Program at FCC, which shut down due to underutilization. This closure
means that any child with a behavior problem who cannot be in a regular school
setting will have very few schooling options. Youth Night Campus at FCC is still
operational and is undergoing a change in staffing. Stays of adjudication and the need
for ongoing hearings was discussed, but nothing was acted upon. A truancy report

was circulated and discussed. Restorative Justice staff will be speaking with the
schools this summer about truancy procedures. Placement Progress is no longer being
used to track out of home placements. Representatives from Prairie Lakes Detention
Center will be presenting to the committee in July. Kalene distributed information
from a NACo Juvenile Justice Seminar that she attended in Chicago and encouraged
members to review the websites and materials for new and promising strategies for
juvenile justice issues.
Next Meeting: July 15, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.
B.

Courts (Nancy Buytendorp): The Courts Committee did not meet in June of 2014.
However, the second drug court graduation will occur on July 8, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. at
Courtroom #3. All are invited to attend.
Next Meeting: July 17, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room

C.

Community Outreach & Diversity (Karin Sonneman): Committee members will
again be volunteering at the Sheriff’s Booth at the Winona County Fair next week.
Because of this, there will be no COD meeting in July. Preparations are underway for
the Domestic Violence Summit, which will bring together groups and organizations
who offer services/education on domestic violence-related issues so that they can
share information and become more informed and aware about community resources
on that subject. Safe Haven, a grant-funded visitation and exchange center based at
FCC, held a kickoff event in mid-June and has received federal approval of its policies
and procedures manual. It will begin offering services within a few weeks. Other
events that committee members are participating in include the Winona Safe Campus
grant and the upcoming Dakota Gathering. Committee members also discussed the
need to do more public relations and education about the good work being done by the
CJCC. The County Board held a strategic planning working session yesterday and
spent time discussing the prevention model (CARE, Pretrial Services, Drug Court) that
is being advanced by CJCC. Jim Pomeroy spoke in favor of the preventative model
and retaining those programs. Karin noted that just because programs are up and
running does not mean that they will continue indefinitely—they need continued
support and work from members.
Next Meeting: No meeting in July due to the Winona County Fair; August
meeting on August 20, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. in County Attorney’s Office

D.

Jail & Jail Alternatives (Kalene Engel for Justin Green): CARE Staff is working
on gathering data for its final evaluation, while awaiting word on the pending grant
application. The pretrial services grant application is also pending. Kalene has
reached out to the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency on behalf of the committee to
determine how to best collaborate with its statewide effort to address homelessness.
The committee will begin working on the issue of earlier and better access to
healthcare insurance by incarcerated individuals, using a recent NACo publication,
County Jails and the Affordable Healthcare Act: Enrolling Eligible Individuals in
Health Coverage, as a starting point.

Next Meeting: July 22, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.
E.

Crime Prevention (Travis Volkman): The committee held an e-meeting. The
Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention coalition has formed two committees, both
of which will be meeting monthly to continue strategic planning efforts. A Safecam
presentation will be arranged for the Winona County Bar Association Meeting, which
is scheduled for July 25, 2014 at noon at City Hall. The committee is not pursuing
passage of a countywide Social Host Ordinance; the concept was presented at a
Township Officers Meeting and not well received.
Next Meeting: July 28, 2014 at at 2:30 p.m. at the Kensington.

6) Adjournment: 1:00 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
August 6, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: Karin Sonneman (Winona County Attorney); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public
Defender); James Pomeroy (Winona County Commissioner); CJCC Chair Sally Cumiskey (Court
Administrator); Fatima Said (Public Member); Kurt Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association); Mike Flaherty
(Assistant Winona City Attorney); Justin Green (Public Member); The Honorable Nancy Buytendorp (Winona
County District Court Judge); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community Services); Maureen Holte
(Interim County Administrator)
Members Absent: Travis Volkman (Goodview Police Dept.); Dave Brand (Winona County Sheriff); Jeff Apse
(Supt., Lewiston Public Schools); Judy Gilow (Public Member); Rená Patterson (Corrections’ Supervisor); Paul
Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council); Dr. Stephen West (Winona
Public School Superintendent Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator).
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Kathryn Jargo (Winona County Community
Services); Jeff Johnson (Chief Public Defender – Third District); Lisa Swenson (Assistant Public Defender);
Mary Stoos (Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services), Joel Filmore (Winona State University); Tom
Williams (Winona Police Department – proxy for Paul Bostrack); Chris Rogers (Winona Post).
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 pm
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for August 6, 2014: Approved without changes.
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from July 2, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) General Business:
a) Information Item: Presentation on Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services (SMRLS) by
Mary Stoos: Mary Stoos, Pro Se Divorce Clinic Coordinator for SMRLS discussed the services
provided by SMRLS, which provides free legal services to low-income persons in critical civil matters.
SMRLS serves 33 counties in Southern Minnesota as well as the East Metro area and covers a range of
civil legal needs including family law, housing and government benefits. SMRLS also offers pro se
divorce clinics where pro se litigants receive assistance in completing pro se divorce forms. SMRLS has
limited staff and resources which limits the types and amounts of cases they can handle. A SMRLS
coordinated Volunteer Attorney Program matches private volunteer attorneys with clients in need of
assistance. Ms. Stoos welcomed all referrals to SMRLS because even if SMRLS could not handle the
case, they would attempt to provide helpful referrals.
b) Information Item: Presentation on eCourtMN by Sally Cumiskey: Sally Cumiskey,
Winona/Wabasha County Court Administrator provided an update on the progress of the
implementation of eCommerce technology in the Minnesota Courts. Implementation is being done in

stages, with full implementation for all counties expected by August 2016. Statewide access to public
case information and documents is currently available via public terminals in courthouses across the
state. Self-represented parties are not currently required to use the electronic filing system.
c) Action Item: Consideration/Approval of Safecam Policy (Tom Williams): (Note that this item was
discussed immediately after the Call to Order). Tom Williams reviewed the history of the development
of the Safecam concept and policy. The policy was previously considered by the CJCC but tabled due
to a request by the Private Bar representative to have the Winona County Bar Association informed
about the project. The proposal is for the purchase and installation of four cameras at a cost of
approximately $4,000, plus an ongoing monthly fee of $50 per camera. In late July, the Bar Association
received a Safecam demo but provided little feedback and did not receive/review the proposed policy.
Deputy Chief Williams noted that funding was still an issue, as there was no money in the City budget
for the cameras. David Bittner of Mainstreet is in support of the concept and has located a potential
grant opportunity. Kurt Knuesel (on behalf of the Bar Association) stated that he wanted to have the
local bar weigh in on the policy before he give approval for the concept. Since the City Council would
have to give its blessing on the program anyway and since the Bar Association will not meet for another
couple of months, Deputy Chief Williams may just bring it before the Council. If the Council approves
it, he will likely not bring it back before the CJCC.
5) Committee Reports:
A.

Crime Prevention (Kalene Engel for Travis Volkman): Committee members reviewed the
progress made on its 2013-14 Strategic Planning Goals. Support Efforts of Alliance for
Substance Abuse Prevention: Committee members have been actively involved in the
development of ASAP and its efforts to prepare for the submission of a Drug Free Communities
Grant in 2015. Pawnshop Tracking Software: After receiving a demonstration of the
Automated Pawn System software, the committee decided to table this issue until the new law
requiring scrap metal dealers to use APS takes effect in 2015. Support Tavern League:
Tavern League members met with law enforcement and the mayor earlier this year. Future
meetings will be scheduled as needed. Distracted/Obstructed Driving Education: The
committee has not yet tackled this goal; it will remain as a goal for next year. Social Host
Ordinance: The committee will not be taking further action on this issue. Safecam: see 4c.
Suggested new goals include the following: (1) Support the efforts of the Winona County
Attorney’s Office in crime prevention as it related to human trafficking and elderly and
vulnerable adult financial exploitation and (2) promote education/awareness of the responsible
use of technology by children.
Next Meeting: August 26, 2014 at 2:30 p.m.

B.

Juvenile Justice (Carmaine Sturino): Representatives from Prairie Lakes Youth Programs
were present to discuss their programs. The presentation was very well received and lasted over
an hour. Prairie Lakes provides many services on campus and has indicated a willingness to
provide timely progress reports on its residents.
Next Meeting: August 14, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.

C.

Courts (Nancy Buytendorp): Committee members reviewed 2013-14 Strategic Planning
Goals. Expert Witness Review/Evaluation: Significant progress has been made on this goal
and a workgroup will continue working on it. Support Drug Court: The committee will
continue to receive updates from drug court, including more detailed information about how the
program is evolving. In Custody Commitments/Early Intervention: Work on this goal is
being done by this committee, other CJCC committees and the others and this will continue as a
goal for next year. Veterans Mentor Program: Due to insufficient numbers of veterans and a
need for mentor programs in other areas, this goal morphed into an Adult Mentoring Program.
The workgroup will continue to seek funding to establish a program. Discovery/Data
Exchange: Much progress has been made on the on discovery/data exchange issues. Pretrial
Services: A grant application was submitted and is pending. Welfare Fraud/Exploitation of
Elders: The County Attorney’s Office continues to work on this issue so it will be removed from
the Courts Committee Strategic Planning Goals. Drug Testing: The committee will continue
to look at ways to improve drug testing procedures. Other: Departments are encouraged to
submit any updates on changes taking place in that department so that they can be reported on
the agenda distributed to committee members.
Next Meeting: August 21, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room

D.

Community Outreach & Diversity (Karin Sonneman): The committee did not meet in July;
however, several members volunteered at the Winona County Fair. The Domestic Violence
Summit Workgroup will be meeting on August 7, 2014. The Winona State University Safe
Campus Initiative is being implemented—campus representatives are meeting with community
partners to discuss ways to improve education and reporting of sexual assault incidents.
Next Meeting: August meeting on August 20, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. in County Attorney’s
Office

E.

Jail & Jail Alternatives (Kalene Engel/Justin Green): Yesterday, the Winona County Board
approved continued funding for the CARE Program until the end of the year or until additional
grant funds are received, whichever occurs first. The Minnesota Housing Finance Agency is
holding meetings around the state regarding housing needs. On behalf of the committee, Justin
Green submitted a written statement to MHFA about the need for transitional housing. The
committee discussed how to improve healthcare access for inmates and recently released
inmates. There is a discrepancy between the federal and state definitions of “incarcerated” and
we have asked for a policy interpretation from the State.
Next Meeting: August 26, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.

6) Other: Dr. Joel Filmore, a professor in the Counseling Department at Winona State University, discussed
his background and desire to volunteer in some capacity for the CJCC.
7) Adjournment: 1:07 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
September 3, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender); James Pomeroy (Winona County
Commissioner); CJCC Chair Sally Cumiskey (Court Administrator); Fatima Said (Public Member); The
Honorable Nancy Buytendorp (Winona County District Court Judge); Travis Volkman (Goodview Police
Dept.); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council); Rená Patterson (Corrections’ Supervisor); Judy Gilow (Public
Member); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community Services).
Members Absent: Dave Brand (Winona County Sheriff); Jeff Apse (Supt., Lewiston Public Schools); Kurt
Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association); Mike Flaherty (Assistant Winona City Attorney); Justin Green
(Public Member); Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Dr. Stephen West (Winona Public School
Superintendent); Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator); Karin Sonneman (Winona County Attorney); Maureen
Holte (Interim County Administrator).
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Roseanne Shaw (Paralegal to and proxy for Michael
Flaherty, Asst. Winona City Attorney); Kathryn Jargo (Winona County Community Services); Tom Williams
(Winona Police Department – proxy for Paul Bostrack); Aimee Klinski (Community Services), Kevin
O’Laughlin (Asst. County Attorney – Proxy for Karin Sonneman; Bill Spitzer (Mayor of St. Charles, Sheriff
Candidate); Jerry Obieglo (Jail Program Director – Proxy for Steve Buswell); Molly McIntosh, Sherry Hanson
and Mattea Schmitz from Common Ground.
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 pm
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for September 3, 2014: Approved without changes.
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from August 6, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) General Business:
Information Item: Presentation on Common Ground by Molly McIntosh, LADC; Sherry
Hanson, LADC – Lead Counselor, and Mattea Schmitz, Director of Operations: Ms. McIntosh,
Ms. Hanson and Ms. Schmitz described the programs and services being offered (or expected to be
offered) by Common Ground. Common Ground (CG) has been providing chemical dependency
assessment and treatment services in Rochester for 16 years. Based upon an evaluation of DAANES
(Drug and Alcohol Abuse Normative Evaluation System) data, Common Ground determined that there
was a need for such services in Winona. CG is located in the old Home Federal Bank Building (51
West 4th Street), and have a variety of different treatment offerings to “meet the client where they are.”
One of CG’s offerings will be a monthly 8 – hour DWI class for a cost of approximately $50. CG is
also working with the jail on an MI/CD in-jail program (which would take the place of the Wenden
Program) and is open to developing classes or programs to fill identified gaps. CG staff plans to be
involved in Drug Court and serve on committees so they will better understand the needs of the

community. CG utilizes evidence-based programming including CBT, Person Centered and Reality
Based/Solutions Focused. CG currently accepts UCARE and private health insurance is working on
obtaining a contract for Rule 25 funding. For those individuals who do not qualify for CCDTF or
Medicaid and do not have private insurance, CG offers a sliding fee scale. CG is willing to do CD
assessments in the jail; private pay cost for a CD assessment is $140.00.
5) Committee Reports:
A.

Jail and Jail Alternatives (Kalene Engel for Justin Green): CARE is now co-located with
Drug Court in the County Office Building. Evaluator Tom Weber is making the final edits to the
grant-end CARE Evaluation Report. We also just received word that the Minnesota Office of
Justice Programs funded our CARE Grant proposal, offering to fund $200,000 over a two year
period. Jerry Obieglo convened a workgroup to discuss and put down in writing the process for
getting an inmate into chemical dependency treatment. The group met several time and is
finalizing the procedure. The Healthcare Coverage Workgroup has sought clarification from the
Minnesota Department of Human Services regarding a discrepancy between the state and federal
definition of “incarceration.” The Transitional Housing Workgroup has received feedback from
the individual at the Minnesota Dept. of Human Services in charge of Group Residential
Housing reform efforts. One of the key takeaways was that addiction and mental illness are
disabilities that can prevent a person from working and that could qualify someone for GRH.
Committee members also discussed strategic planning goals for the past and ensuing year.
Next Meeting: September 23, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room

B.

Crime Prevention: Stephanie Nuttall presented the findings from lengthy study she completed
as part of her Master’s Degree at St. Mary’s University. She studied recidivism data on alcoholrelated offenses of a four year period and plotted alcohol related offenses on a map to pinpoint
hotspot locations that might indicate trends. Although her project is complete for academic
purposes, she plans to continue to track the information going forward. She will also be
presenting her findings to the Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention later this month. The
committee also received an update from Tom Williams on the progress of the Safecame project.
Next Meeting: September 15, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. at Kensington Banquet Room

C.

Juvenile Justice (Rená Patterson):
Committee members spent the meeting reviewing the progress made on last years’ strategic
planning goals and identifying goals for next year. Truancy procedures were reviewed and
streamlined and now all truancies are routed through Restorative Justice first, then through
traditional court processes. The committee will continue to monitor truancies. Mental health
trainings have been beneficial and will continue. Marcy Hitz offered to provide trainings on
various topic which will likely be incorporated into regular meetings. Juvenile transportation
issues appear to have been resolved. Out-of-home placement options is a continuing issue,
especially with the closure of facilities and programs, so that will remain on the list of goals.
The juvenile pretrial process was mapped by a workgroup, but may need to be revisited after the
implementation of eCourtsMN changes. New goals approved by the committee include (a)

procedure for cases transferred for disposition and (2) Family Preservation Meetings. The
Trauma Informed Care Super Community Updates will now be reported to the Child Protection
Multidisciplinary Team.
Next Meeting: September 24, 2104 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.
D.

Courts (Nancy Buytendorp): The Courts Committee did not meet in August.
Next Meeting: September 18, 2104 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room

E.

Community Outreach & Diversity (Kalene Engel for Karin Sonneman): Fair booth works
implemented a successful new approach for distributing informational brochures by packing
them in bags with other goodies. The Community Collaboration Summit on Domestic Violence
will be held on September 30, 2014 at the Winona History Center from 3-5pm. The committee
plans to make this summit an annual event, selecting a different topic of focus each year. The
Law Day Program for 6th graders will be held on April 29th and May 1st, 2015. The committee
engaged in strategic planning, electing to continue most of the strategies/goals from previous
years and adding a CJCC Public Relations initiative as a goal
Next Meeting: September 17, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. in County Attorney’s Office

6) Other: Judy Gilow is co-facilitating the NAMI Family to Family Class at Winona Middle School from
6:30 to 9pm on Mondays and Wednesdays, starting September 8th. More information about this 6 week
program can be found on the Winona Community Education website. Fatima invited all members to the
Citizenship Day and Constitution Day celebration hosted by Project FINE on September 17 from 2-3:00
p.m. in County Office Building, Conference Room B.
7) Adjournment: 1:35 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
October 1, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: James Pomeroy (Winona County Commissioner); CJCC Chair Sally Cumiskey (Court
Administrator); Fatima Said (Public Member); The Honorable Nancy Buytendorp (Winona County District
Court Judge); Travis Volkman (Goodview Police Dept.); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council); Rená Patterson
(Corrections’ Supervisor); Judy Gilow (Public Member); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community
Services); Mike Flaherty (Assistant Winona City Attorney); Karin Sonneman (Winona County Attorney); Jeff
Apse (Supt., Lewiston Public Schools); Kurt Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association); Justin Green (Public
Member)
Members Absent: Dave Brand (Winona County Sheriff); Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Dr.
Stephen West (Winona Public School Superintendent); Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator); Maureen Holte
(Interim County Administrator); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender).
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Bill Spitzer (Mayor of St. Charles); Ben Smith
(Assistant Public Defender, proxy for Carmaine Sturino).
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 pm
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for October 6, 2014: Approved without changes.
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from September 3, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) Committee Reports:
A. Community Outreach & Diversity (Karin Sonneman): The first annual Community Collaboration
Summit, co-sponsored by CJCC and the Winona County Attorney’s Office, was held on September 30,
2014 at the History Center. This year’s topic was Domestic Violence Prevention, Education and
Awareness. Loretta Frederick was the keynote speaker and several area organizations gave brief
presentations on their programs and services. Attendees received a useful handbook of Winona-area
domestic violence related resources, copies of which Karin also distributed at the CJCC meeting. Initial
feedback was very positive; post-event surveys are being tabulated and results will be discussed at the
next committee meeting. Upcoming events include the Elected Officials Forum on January 10, 2015
and Law Day on April 30th and May 1st, 2015.
Next Meeting: October 15, 2015 at noon at Winona County Attorney’s Office
B. Jail and Jail Alternatives (Justin Green): CARE continues to be an effective program which reduced
crime and cost to taxpayers. The Office of Justice Programs awarded a new grant in the amount of
$200,000 which must go before the County Board for approval. The committee is bringing an item to
the January 10th Elected Officials Outreach regarding health care coverage for incarcerated individuals.

Other states have been successful in getting the federal government to pay for health insurance for
incarcerated individuals, as well as enacting legislation which allows jailers to complete health insurance
applications on behalf of uncooperative inmates. We have not yet received a response from the State
Department of Human Services regarding the policy question we posed regarding whether an inmate
who is not sentenced is considered incarcerated (note: such an individual would not be considered
incarcerated under federal law). Even though significant reform efforts are being undertaken at the state
level relative to Group Residential Housing, the committee would also continue to support Transitional
Housing as an area of discussion for the Elected Officials Forum.
Next Meeting: October 23, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room
C. Crime Prevention (Travis Volkman): Committee members have started discussing a new topic—the
responsible use of technology by children. Children engaging in inappropriate behavior using
technology is a big problem everywhere to the committee would like to promote education of this issue
and how to deal with it. The Downtown Tavern League has also requested assistance from the
committee with respect to All-You-Can-Drink (AUCD) specials and how they could be stopped. The
committee had made significant progress on this issue last year, including a proposed ordinance, but the
bar owners met and felt they could self-regulate. The Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention is
continuing to hold committee meetings and plan focus groups, all in preparation for a grant application
next year.
Next Meeting: October 20, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. at Kensington Banquet Room
D. Juvenile Justice (Rená Patterson): The committee talked quite a bit about a new court policy
regarding violation reports and how violation reports could not be filed on new offenses until after that
offense was concluded. Following the meeting, however, the judges clarified that the new policy did not
apply to juvenile cases. Marci Hitz from Family & Children’s Center agreed to conduct mini-trainings
as part of the committee meetings, so the committee discussed topic areas that they would like to have
covered. Restorative Justice is trying to get into the schools earlier to address bullying issues instead of
waiting until those issues escalate into criminal behavior. Ideas for earlier intervention were discussed
by the committee. Restorative Justice has also started its new truancy process whereby Restorative
Justice receives direct referrals and is the only diversion process. Data on the new process will be
collected and reported back to the committee.
Next Meeting: October 21, 2104 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.
E. Courts (Nancy Buytendorp): A workgroup is looking into health insurance options for inmates. This
could be really critical as a cost savings measure in light of recent incidents like the person who ingested
meth while being apprehended and had to be flown to Mayo. Restorative Justice updated the committee
about the new truancy procedures and provided a truancy protocol flowchart. Another workgroup will
be re-convening to continue discussions about expert witnesses. The adult mentor program workgroup
recently met and will be looking into another grant application. The restitution statute has been
amended so it will be important for Court Administration and the County Attorney’s Office to notify the
Defendant of the amount of restitution. Sally Cumiskey provided an update on the new changes in
Court Administration including prompt notice of resolution in cases involving interpreters, a change to
the continuance policy and court calendar restructuring.

Next Meeting: October 16, 2104 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room
5) Strategic Planning (Justin Green): Council members were provided with a Strategic Planning Brochure
for use in the strategic planning process.
The brochure can be found on-line at
http://www.winonacountycjcc.org/wantacjcc.html. All committees had engaged in pre-planning during
their respective committee meetings, so the respective committee chairs summarized the progress on past
goals/strategies, as well as the future direction of each committee for 2014-15.
A. Committee Reports on Strategic Planning:
1. Crime Prevention (Travis Volkman):
(a) Review of Past Year:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Support efforts of Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention: Two committees have been
formed, one on Strategies and Program and one on Data. Students from WSU are willing to
conduct focus groups. The group is planning on applying for a grant next year.
Passage of county-wide Social Host Ordinance: The committee could not achieve consensus
from CJCC on the ordinance and decided to allow others to advance the cause
Downtown Tavern League: Committee has provided assistance when asked to do so; had
drafted some ordinances which would help deter binge drinking and recently were asked to
intervene again.
Safecam: The committee helped with demonstrating, researching and writing a proposed
policy but has since stepped back, allowing the Winona Police Dept to pursue it.
Education on distracted/obstructed driving: This item was included last year due to an
incident which resulted in a death due to distracted driving. The County Attorney’s Office
gave a presentation on the subject at Lewiston-Altura Schools and there has been some great
media put together on this topic.
Pawnshop tracking: The Minnesota Legislature passed a new statute that will requiring
tracking for certain items effective 2015. The committee is waiting to see how that plays out
before continuing efforts local.

(b) Goals and Objectives for 2014-15:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support efforts of ASAP and alcohol/chemical use education
Pawnshop tracking
Support/strengthen Tavern League
Distracted/obstructed driving
Support efforts of County Attorney’s Office RE: human trafficking and elderly/vulnerable
adult financial exploitation
Promote education/awareness of the responsible use of technology by children

2. Community Outreach & Diversity (Karin Sonneman):
(a) Review of Past Year: Over the years, COD has developed some ongoing programs and operates
somewhat on “auto pilot” with respect to these programs.
• Continued participation in community outreach events: Law Day, County Fair, Great
Dakota Gathering, National Night Out, Citizenship/Constitution Day, Answering the Voices
• Legislative outreach: committee co-sponsored an outreach event and provided testimony in
support of No MN Driver’s License bill which passed through a house committee
• Community Collaboration Summit:
Committee started 1st annual Community
Collaboration Summit with plans for an annual Summit
• Immigration reform/No MN DL: See above.
(b) Goals and Objectives for 2014-15:
• Continue to support existing events:
o Law Day
o County Fair
o Dakota Gathering
o National Night Out
o Citizenship/Constitution Day
o Answering the Voices Community Dialogue
• Sponsor outreach events
o Law Day
o Elected Officials Outreach
o Community Collaboration Summit
• Immigration reform/No MN DL
• Public relations including communication with County Board
3. Courts Committee (Nancy Buytendorp):
(a) Review of Past Year:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Drug Court: committee serves in advisory capacity and receives regular updates
Discovery/data exchange: New LETG software program has been put in place and
committee continues to monitor. Court has made some scheduling changes that promotes
earlier resolution of cases
Pretrial Services Program: grant application is pending; goal is to serve more people earlier
so they are not sitting in jail awaiting trial.
Court-appointed experts: workgroup has met and continues to meet to evaluate expert
witnesses/reporting.
Rule 20: Workgroup met and changed some of the procedures but there are still issues with
in-custody commitments and early intervention.
Adult Mentor Program: Workgroup has met and continues to meet to develop program and
seek sustainable funding.

(b) Goals and Objectives for 2014-15:
•
•
•
•
•

Expert witness review and evaluation
Sustain/support and promote Drug Court
In custody commitments – early intervention (mental health)
Adult Mentor Program
Work with JJA to implement Pre-trial Services Program

4. Jail and Jail Alternatives (Justin Green):
(a) Review of Past Year:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support/sustain the CARE Program: the program is working effectively and the data
proves it. An additional grant to continue the program for 2 more years was received and is
pending County Board approval.
Transitional Housing: Workgroup met, developed white paper, presented at Elected
Officials Forum and has provided feedback to the state as it attempts to reform GRH
Pretrial Services: Grant application was submitted. Much research and planning has been
done and show that such a program would be cost effective and still protect public safety, but
it needs funding to become operational.
Release from jail issues: Have either been resolved or moved to the Courts Committee
Inmate health insurance: Research done and position paper created; awaiting state
clarification on state policy regarding incarceration. Will include this topic in Elected
Officials Outreach.
Charting flow of criminal case: Not completed, primarily due to implementation of new
jail/law enforcement software

(b) Goals and Objectives for 2014-15:
•
•
•
•

CARE Program oversight and sustainability
Transitional housing
Develop/implement Pretrial Services Program
Inmate health insurance accessibility

5. Juvenile Justice (Rená Patterson):
(a) Review of Past Year:
•
•

Out-of-home placement options: the committee has reviewed and/or heard from many
different providers. Some have gone out of business and many want guaranteed placements
which the county cannot do.
Juvenile transportation procedures: a workgroup met and developed a new procedure that
appears to be working well; kids are arriving prior to court so their attorneys can meet with
them

•
•
•

Data collection: Stephanie Nuttall from the County Attorney’s office keeps a lot of data on
juveniles and will provide it upon request.
Training opportunities: the committee has had various training opportunities throughout
the year and plans to have mini-training sessions as part of its regular committee meetings
Truancies: the procedure has recently changed to make Restorative Justice the only
diversion process

(b) Goals and Objectives for 2014-15
• Monitor truancy procedures
• Mental health training
• Out-of-home placement options
• Cases transferred for disposition
• Family Preservation Meetings
B. Review of Mission/Vision: The Mission and Vision have been in place since 2008. All council
members were given a “homework assignment” to Mission and Vision and bring any suggested changes
to the November meeting.
C. CJCC Leadership: Sally is retiring next year and would like someone else to take over as chair. By
consensus, Karin Sonneman was elected as chairperson and Judy Gilow was elected as vice-chairperson.
D. Executive Committee: The Executive Committee consists of the Chair, Vice-chair, County
Administrator and Executive Director. No changes were proposed.
E. Membership: Changes in membership and representation have periodically been made. The last
membership changes were the addition of the schools. Kalene had been asked about having a mental
health representative on the Council. Discussion was had on the number of Community Services
representatives. No changes were proposed.
F. Voting: Voting is by consensus. No changes were proposed.
G. Meeting Format/Rules: A suggestion was made for a spring dinner (in addition to the December
holiday dinner). Kalene asked members to provide her with suggestions for monthly speakers. No other
changes were proposed.
H. Minutes/Agenda: No changes were proposed.
I. Committee Formation/Charges: Committee chairs reviewed and re-approved committee charges.
J. Staff Support: No changes were proposed.
K. Bylaws revision: By consensus, the bylaws will be revised to replace Human Services with Community
Services. Also assigned as a homework assignment for council members was the review of the existing
bylaws.
6) Adjournment: 1:35 p.m.

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
November 5, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: James Pomeroy (Winona County Commissioner); Sally Cumiskey (Court Administrator);
Fatima Said (Public Member); Travis Volkman (Goodview Police Dept.); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council);
Rená Patterson (Corrections’ Supervisor); CJCC Vice-Chair Judy Gilow (Public Member); Sharon Summers
(Winona County Community Services); CJCC Chair Karin Sonneman (Winona County Attorney); Jeff Apse
(Supt., Lewiston Public Schools); Justin Green (Public Member); Dave Brand (Winona County Sheriff);
Maureen Holte (Interim County Administrator); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender); Karin
Sonneman (Winona County Attorney).
Members Absent: Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Dr. Stephen West (Winona Public School
Superintendent); Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator); The Honorable Nancy Buytendorp (Winona County
District Court Judge); Mike Flaherty (Assistant Winona City Attorney); Kurt Knuesel (Winona County Bar
Association).
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Tom Williams (Winona Police Dept. – Proxy for
Paul Bostrack); The Honorable Mary Leahy, Diana Miller (Women’s Resource Center), Katie Van Eijl (Project
FINE); Marie Kovesci (County Commissioner – Elect); Timm Fautsko and Steve Berson of the National Center
for State Courts; Tiffany Hunsley (Recovery is Happening).
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:05 pm
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for November 5, 2014: Approved with the addition of the following
additional agenda items:
-Courthouse Security (Timm Fautsko and Steve Berson);
-WSU Survey (Justin Green);
-Court Administration Updates (Sally Cumiskey).
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from October 1, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) Information Item: Courthouse Security Assessment (Timm Fautsko and Steve Berson): Mr. Fautsko
and Mr. Berson from the National Center for State Courts are in the midst of conducting a review and
analysis of the security at the Winona County Courthouse. This assessment is part of a larger, state effort to
evaluate security in Minnesota courthouses. Following their assessment, they will develop an emergency
preparedness report. Following the issuance of that report, their agency will conduct training and education
for courthouse staff. Thus far, they have observed that there are a lot of good security measures in place.
One big concern is that there is no weapon screening—except sporadically when the magnetometer is
activated. Some potential “fixes” to security problems are easy and free, while some are more involved and
will cost money.
Mr. Berson recommends watching the video RUN, HIDE, FIGHT:
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video.

5) Information Item: Recovery is Happening (Tiffany Hunsley). Tiffany Hunsley, founder of the
Recovery is Happening, provided an overview of that organization. RIH is a community organization
dedicated to recovery. It recently received a state grant to expand its recovery services to an 11 county area
in southeastern Minnesota. RIH provides training and education for people who are interested in serving as
Recovery Coaches and also seek to assist communities in establishing and maintaining a recovery
community. Tiffany is living a life of long term recovery, having been sober since 2004 and graduating
from Wabasha County Drug Court. In January, RIH plans to have a community listening forum in Winona
to bring together professionals, stakeholders and recovery community to look at barriers to successful
recovery. Following the session, RIH will come back with an assessment and recommendations. Tiffany
was advised to contact Pastor Joe McConkey of Pleasant Valley Church who coordinates the Celebrate
Recovery Program which meets at the church.
6) Information Item: Answering the Voices Community Dialogue: Fatima Said and Katie Van Eijl:
Project FINE received Bush Foundation funding for the Answering the Voices project which brings together
refugee and immigrant leaders to focus on different issues and find ways to improve life for everyone. The
project has two phases: the first was to hold a community meeting to talk about issues and recruit a
leadership team which would meet regularly to learn about the democratic system and how conflicts are
resolved in a democratic system. The second phase is to organize community meetings, where community
leaders are invited to a discussion on a chosen topic. The first two issues selected by the leadership group
include questions on driver’s licenses and questions on law enforcement procedures. The goal of the
community dialogue is to build understanding and work together to make a better community. The
leadership group drafted an invitation letter to CJCC to its community dialogue on January 13, 2015 at 6
p.m. at the Winona Community Center (see attached letter). The Community Outreach and Diversity
Committee will further discuss planning for this event.
7) Information Item: New Court Policies (Sally Cumiskey): The Third Judicial District has issued new
policies regarding audio/video recordings at hearings and electronics in the courtroom. See attached
policies.
8) Committee Reports: Due to time constraints, the committee reports were abbreviated.
A. Courts Committee (Karin Sonneman for Nancy Buytendorp): Please review the minutes for more
information about the topics discussed which included a drug court update, restitution order procedure,
court scheduling during Rule 8 hearings, expert witness reviews and evaluation and a revised court
calendar starting next year.
Next Meeting: November 20, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room
B. Community Outreach & Diversity (Karin Sonneman): Meetings have been changed to noon for the
winter months. Volunteers for a new committee chair are being sought. The next event for the
committee is the Elected Officials Forum on January 10, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the
Winona History Center. As discussed earlier, the Community Dialogue for Answering the Voices will
be held January 13, 2015. Law Day 2015 is set for April 30th and May 1st.
Next Meeting: November 19, 2014 at noon at Winona County Attorney’s Office

C. Jail and Jail Alternatives (Justin Green): The County accepted the newest CARE grant award of
$200,000. Under the new grant, screening will be expanded to include jail inmates who are not yet
convicted. Transitional housing and healthcare insurance for inmates will be two of the issues CJCC
will be supporting at the Elected Officials Forum. We are still waiting for an answer from the state
Department of Human Services to clarify when insurance coverage ends for persons who are jailed. We
were not awarded the pretrial services grant that we applied for. A main criticism of the grant reviewers
was the lack of a data management system to support a pretrial program.
Next Meeting: December 4, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room
D. Crime Prevention (Travis Volkman): Jeff Peterson, Winona County Public Health Preparedness
Coordinator, spoke about the TZD (Towards Zero Deaths) Initiative. Most people would know this
program by its former name, Safe and Sober. This grant funded program undertakes a number of
strategies to reduce traffic deaths including seatbelt and drunk driving enforcement as well as improved
environmental conditions (such as rumble strips). A committee meets every other month to discuss
strategies and progress. Another group meets regularly to review fatalities and serious injuries. Janneke
Sobeck also mentioned a POLD (Place of Last Drink) database which contains data on the last bar to
serve someone a drink prior to arrest/accident involving law enforcement.
In his report on the Jail and Jail Alternatives Committee, Justin Green provided the following update
regarding the ASAP (Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention) Coalition whose efforts are part of the
Crime Prevention Strategic Plan. WSU Professor Peter Sternberg is having his classes do some focus
groups as part of a Drug Free Coalition. Another group of Sterberg’s students conducted a needs
assessment and policy report. They reviewed a number of programs offering education to young adults
on alcohol/drug use and made recommendations regarding which programs would work best for Winona
County.
Next Meeting: November 17, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. at Kensington Banquet Room
E. Juvenile Justice (Rená Patterson): Nearly the entire meeting was spent on mental health training.
Caryn Brackenridge, Clinical Supervisor for Family and Children’s Center Day Treatment Programs,
provided education and answered questions regarding the types of assessments commonly used in
juvenile delinquency cases. She will continue this education at the November meeting where she will
review and interpret examples of reports, all in an effort to help those in the juvenile justice system be
able to better understand and use those report. Marci Hitz of FCC also discussed a new program being
started by FCC called the Youth Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) Program. This program is
scheduled to start during the month of November and is intended to help individuals aged 16-21 with
mental health issues transition to adulthood with all necessary supports in place.
Next Meeting: November 19, 2104 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room.
9) Adjournment: 1:10 p.m.

Third Judicial District
ELECTRONICS IN COURTROOMS and HEARING ROOMS
RESOLUTION AND POLICY

In accordance with the provisions set forth in Judicial Council Policy 521:
• It is the policy of the Minnesota Judicial Branch that attorneys and self-represented litigants are
permitted to use electronic devices in courtrooms and hearing rooms to assist with calendar issues and
other case processing matters.
• Each judicial district shall establish a policy to address what is acceptable regarding the possession and
use of electronic devices by other court participants and by court visitors, while at the same time not
interfering with the discretion of the presiding judicial officer to operate the courtroom in an appropriate
manner.
• Each district plan shall be accompanied by an implementation plan designed to inform court visitors and
court participants of the policy.
WHEREAS: It is hereby resolved that the Judges of the Third Judicial District shall adopt the following General
Principles and Electronics in Courtrooms and Hearing Rooms Policy in accordance with Minnesota Judicial
Branch Policy 521.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES and POLICY:
1. For purposes of this policy “court facility” means the entire building if the building is used exclusively
for court operations. If the building is not used exclusively for court operations, then “court facility”
means courtrooms, court administration offices, other locations used for court functions and any
adjacent common areas. Law libraries and county offices connecting to the defined court areas are
excluded.
2. Except for cell phones, electronic tablets and laptop computers, any electronic device that is capable of
recording pictures, video or audio is not permitted inside a court facility, except as allowed by Rule 4 of
the General Rules of Practice – District Courts.
3. Cell phones, electronic tablets and laptop computers may be used in the common areas of a court
facility, not including the courtrooms and administrative offices, provided such devices shall not be used
for recording pictures, video or audio, or otherwise disrupting the business of the courts. All such
devices shall be used on SILENT (not vibrate) mode only.
4. Except for licensed attorneys, licensed law enforcement personnel and other persons authorized by the
presiding judge, cell phones, electronic tablets and laptop computers may be brought into the courtroom,
but shall first be powered OFF and not accessed or used in any manner.
5. Licensed attorneys, licensed law enforcement personnel and other authorized persons in the courtroom,
may have cell phones, electronic tablets and laptop computers powered ON and on SILENT (not vibrate
mode) for the purpose of obtaining information necessary to conduct their business with the courts.
Voice communication, the composition or sending of emails, text messages or other electronic
communication, recording of pictures, video or audio shall not be made or displayed in the courtroom by
any person unless specifically approved by the presiding judge.
6. Law enforcement and court personnel are authorized to search persons and inspect electronic devices in
any court facility to ensure compliance with this policy. An electronic device that is possessed or used
in a manner that is not in compliance with this policy may be seized. Any person violating this policy
may be subject to a contempt of court order and the imposition of appropriate sanctions.

7. Under special circumstances the presiding judge is authorized to order a more or less restrictive policy
concerning the possession or use of electronic devices in a particular court facility or courtroom.

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN:
A copy of this policy shall be posted at appropriate public locations within each Third Judicial District court
facility as determined by the Court Administrator and Chambered Judge(s).

This resolution and policy shall become effective on October 31, 2014, after the approval of the judges of the
District.
Dated: October 31, 2014

MINUTES
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
December 3, 2014
The Kensington Banquet Room
Members Present: James Pomeroy (Winona County Commissioner); Sally Cumiskey (Court Administrator);
Travis Volkman (Goodview Police Dept.); Gerry Krage (Winona City Council); Rená Patterson (Corrections’
Supervisor); CJCC Vice-Chair Judy Gilow (Public Member); Sharon Summers (Winona County Community
Services); CJCC Chair Karin Sonneman (Winona County Attorney); Jeff Apse (Supt., Lewiston Public
Schools); Justin Green (Public Member); Carmaine Sturino (Assistant Public Defender); The Honorable Nancy
Buytendorp (Winona County District Court Judge); Mike Flaherty (Assistant Winona City Attorney); Kurt
Knuesel (Winona County Bar Association)
Members Absent: Paul Bostrack (City of Winona Police Chief); Dr. Stephen West (Winona Public School
Superintendent); Steve Buswell (Jail Administrator); Fatima Said (Public Member) Dave Brand (Winona
County Sheriff); Maureen Holte (Interim County Administrator)
Guests Present: Kalene Engel (CJCC Executive Director); Tom Williams (Winona Police Dept. – Proxy for
Paul Bostrack); Diana Miller (Women’s Resource Center), Marie Kovesci (County Commissioner – Elect);
Roseanne Shaw (Paralegal to Mike Flaherty).
Minutes by Kalene Engel.
1) Call to Order: 12:10 p.m.
2) Review/revise/approve Agenda for December 3, 2014: Approved with the addition of the following
additional agenda items: Announcement from Karin Sonneman about County Attorney’s Open House.
3) Review/revise/approve draft Minutes from November 5, 2014: Approved without changes.
4) Announcement: County Attorney’s Office Open House: The Winona County Attorney’s Office will be
hosting a Holiday Open House on Friday, December 5th from 2:30 – 4:30 p.m. The event will also serve as
a send-off party for Assistant County Attorney, Steve Ott, who is leaving the office to take on new
employment as an Assistant County Attorney in the Scott County Civil Division. The County is working on
filling Steve’s position, which will be a “civil only” attorney position.
5) Committee Reports:
A. Juvenile Justice Committee (Rená Patterson): Caryn Brackenridge, MA, LPCC, from Family and
Children’s Center was again present to provide mental health training to committee members—this time
focusing on Diagnostic Assessments and other commonly used assessments/tests. A new synthetic drug
called SMILE has cropped up in the Winona area. It has more severe side effects that meth and current
tests kits cannot test for it. Karin Sonneman noted that the Board of Pharmacy was given greater
authority to identify and ban the sale of synthetic drugs. Kurt Knuesel stated that it would be helpful to
have some educational opportunities so interested persons could learn about illegal drugs. Note that the
Department of Human Services recently launched a website on synthetic drugs:

www.knowthedangers.com. Juvenile trial scheduling issues were discussed, including trial times,
distribution of progress reports and judge assignment to juvenile cases.
Next Meetings: January 8th, February 11th and March 16th, all at noon at The Kensington
Banquet Room.
B. Courts Committee (Nancy Buytendorp): Committee members received the monthly drug court
update, including news of another graduate (total of 5) and 2 new participants (17 current participants).
A small workgroup is revising the furlough order to ensure that approved furloughs can start as soon as a
bed is available. The new procedure for filing of probation violation report (or rather the request to
defer filing those reports until after has resulted in some questions and concerns). A workgroup was
formed to discuss those concerns. Until that time, probation violation reports will not be filed if the only
violation is a new offense. Concerns were also expressed about procedural changes implemented in
Court Administration in conjunction with the eCourts MN project. Anyone with concerns should
provide those in writing to Renee Rumpca in Court Administration by December 10, 2014. Those
concerns will be addressed at the next committee meeting.
Next Meeting: December 18, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at Courtroom #2 Jury Room
C. Community Outreach & Diversity (Karin Sonneman): The committee is still in need of a new
chairperson. Karin Sonneman and Eric Mueller recently participated in a presentation given to a
delegation of Chinese visitors. They spoke about the how the legal system collaborates with non-profits
and other non-governmental agencies. On November 22, 2014, Karin Sonneman and Diana Miller
participated in a panel discussion on Human Sex Trafficking, following a play on the same subject. The
next event for the committee is the Elected Officials Forum on January 10, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00
a.m. at the Winona History Center. The panel will include local elected officials. Law Day 2015 is set
for April 30th and May 1st.
Next Meeting: January 21, 2014 at noon at Winona County Attorney’s Office
D. Jail and Jail Alternatives (Justin Green): The November/December meeting will be held on
December 4, 2014 at the Kesington Banquet Room.
Next Meeting: December 4, 2014 at noon at Kensington Banquet Room
E. Crime Prevention (Travis Volkman): The November meeting was an e-Meeting. In addition to a
notification of the Human Sex Trafficking Program (discussed previously), the minutes included an
update on the Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition. Two groups of WSU college students
are actively involved in conducting research for the Coalition, with one group researching appropriate
substance abuse education programs for youth and the other conducting focus groups at local high
schools.
Next Meeting: December 15, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. at Kensington Banquet Room

6) Other:
• NAMI State Conference: Judy Gilow attended the NAMI Minnesota State Conference. The State
Commissioner of Human Services, Lucinda Jesson, spoke about the need for more and better clinical
mental health care and mobile crisis teams, as well as housing.
• Placement at Board and Lodge: Carmaine Sturino noted that there seems to be a recent change in
policy at board and lodges, who will now not place individuals with a predatory offender history.
• Thank you to Sheriff Brand: Congratulations to Sheriff Dave Brand on his retirement and thank
you to him for his contributions to the CJCC over the years.
7) Adjournment: 12:44 p.m.

