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Animal welfare
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A focus on NMPF FARM Animal Care Program

Our customers like cows 

too and want them to be 

well cared for!

Why should we care about animal welfare?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4KN0ZpX2cg

What about animal welfare? Can we do it?

• Normal growth
• Minimal illness
• Optimum performance

• Milk production
• Weight gain

• Ability to socialize
• Express normal behaviors
• Walk freely

• Rest comfortably

• Contentment

• No negative emotions
• Pain
• Fear

• Hunger

Fraser, 2007

Vox article excerpt
Most animal cruelty is legal on the farm. A judge is questioning that.

• “The organization’s initial petition was denied, so it 

appealed to Pennsylvania’s Superior Court. Last 

month, in a precedent-setting decision, the court’s 

three-judge panel ruled that the lower court was 

required to order the Franklin County district attorney 

to prosecute Martin Farms for animal cruelty, 

including over common practices like dehorning 

without pain mitigation.”
• https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2022/3/9/22967328/animal-cruelty-laws-state-federal-exemptions-

pennsylvania-martin-farms-dairy-calves-dehorning?ct=t(OVERHEAD_CONVERSATIONS_1_27_2022_COPY_03)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4KN0ZpX2cg
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2022/3/9/22967328/animal-cruelty-laws-state-federal-exemptions-pennsylvania-martin-farms-dairy-calves-dehorning?ct=t(OVERHEAD_CONVERSATIONS_1_27_2022_COPY_03)
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Vox article excerpt

• “The most obvious evidence overlooked by the trial 

court was that concerning the dehorning of 

calves...” the decision reads. Citing Dr. Holly Cheever, 

a veterinarian who reviewed the investigative footage, 

the decision went on to state that “the technique used 

by Martin Farms as shown in the video caused the 

calves to be ‘in agonizing pain, shown by their 

violent thrashing and bellowing.’”

Vox article excerpt

• “How could this be a standard practice — to take a hot 

iron and press it into the skull of a young calf and burn 

their skin away, burn their horn tissue away, and 

especially to do that without some form of anesthetic?” 

Wing says. “To have that be recognized [by the court] 

is really incredible.”

“MORE THAN 99% of the 

U.S. milk supply comes 

from farms participating 

in the FARM Animal Care 

Program.”

NMPF Animal Health & Well-Being Committee

Animal Care Task Force

NMPF Board of Directors
67%

60%

26%

Farmer Advisory Council

100%

Approval

Recommendation

Guidance/Input &
Ambassadors

Farmer Representation

Who Makes Decisions about FARM?
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Lots of resources available on the FARM website

www.nationaldairyfarm.com
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Version 5 – Survey results
Animal Care Issues
Q: How would you rank the following animal care issues in order of how important it is that the U.S. dairy industry 

addresses them? (1= top priority, 11= lowest priority)

Top Priority

Timely care of sick cows 

Lameness

Calf management / Management of non-ambulatory cattle /
Pain management for common procedures

Transport of young calves / Handling

Euthanasia / Transport of cull cows 

Cow-calf separation/ Broken tails 

Lowest Priority

*Note: some issues were tied for level of importance

Available on pages 5 - 7 of the FARM Animal Care Version 5 Survey Report

http://www.nationaldairyfarm.com/
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Take Home Messages

Program changes for V5 should be focused on tweaks and improvements

Areas of change should focus on high risk areas for animal care

Introducing some corrective actions around housing/facilities might be appropriate 

Doubling down on outcomes-based is key to providing flexibility

More guidance and education on specific standards would be useful

Clearly explain the rationale and science behind different standards

More communication across the supply chain around what is being done and why

Available on pages 28 - 30 of the FARM Animal Care Version 5 Survey Report
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Why do processors participate in 

the FARM Animal Care Program?

• Market access

• Continuous improvement

But what is the reality?

Quotes from veterinarians

• Summary of quotes indicates that veterinarians felt 

they are not being asked to help with the requirements 

of the FARM Animal Care program. Producers just 

come to them for a signature on a template form. 

Why should producers participate on 

the FARM Animal Care Program?

• Continuous improvement

How do we make this a reality???

Good animal care is 

the right thing to do!

Thank you for your 

attention and insight!

miendres@umn.edu


