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After 15 agonising
years, Rama Devi
Chowdhary was
reunited with her
son when a sudden
rush of memories
helped her recall
his name

Rama Devi
always longed
to meet the
son that she
had left back
home when he
was seven
PHOTOS: RAAJESSH
KASHYAP/HT

LOVE
THAT
NEVER
FADES
ime is a cruel thing. A decade and a half of alienation
can make a mother and son
unrecognisable to each
other. But what doesn’t fade is the
love in their hearts. When you
meet Rama Devi Chowdhary and
her son Mitrajit, not for a moment
it appears that the two have just
been united after a separation of 15
long years, such is their bonding.
Criminal lawyer Rama Devi
Chowdhary left her home in Kolkata 15 years ago after she had some
differences with her husband. She
came to Delhi to practice law.
Beginning from Patiala Court, she
soon moved to the Supreme Court.
But her career suffered a blow in
2012 when it was discovered
during a hearing that she had
schizophrenia. The judge directed
the police to admit her in the Institute of Human Behaviour and
Allied Sciences, where she was
treated for her mental illness for

T

nine months. In 2013, she was
shifted to a government shelter.
After two years, she came to the
home run by Rahab Centre For
Hope, an NGO that works for
abused and trafficked women.
Rama began a new life here.
In the five years of her stay,
Rama slowly opened up in the
family like environment. But the
pangs of separation from her child
often resurfaced when she was
alone. Unable to recollect his name
or any other detail that could lead
her to the child, she kept her pain
to herself.
And one day, in the month of
June, a miracle happened. In a
flashback of memories, Rama was
reminded of her little boy’s name,
Mitrajit. Longing to meet the son
she had left back home when he
was only seven, Rama requested
Eunice Stephen, founder, Rahab,
to help find Mitrajit. But no record
of Rama’s husband or his family

was available. When the shelters,
where Rama had lived in the past,
couldn’t help with any information, Eunice and her team decided
to look up social media in the hope
to get some clue about her son. As
they typed Mitrajit Chowdhary,
they came across several profiles
on Facebook. Messages were sent
out to each person. And one of
them indeed happened to be
Rama’s son Mitrajit! A message
flashed on Mitrajit’s phone screen
that said, ‘Hello, do you have a
relative called Rama Devi Chowdhary?’.
“I stared at the screen for the
initial few seconds… my mother
had finally reached out, as I always
believed she would one day. Without wasting time, I typed yes,” says
Mitrajit.
When he spoke to his mother
for the very first time, he was
nervous. “I was shaking. I went
blank. She took my name… said
Mitrajit, this is mom speaking. It
was a lot to sink in,” he says.
Mitrajit made a video call the
next day. “I couldn’t recognise her.
She had all grey hair... she looked
so different from the picture that
I had of her, taken at a family
wedding,” says Mitrajit.
Soon after, he started planning
his trip to Delhi. On September 25,
the two finally met. It took a while
for Rama to recognise her son,

P
It’s such a
touching
reunion… I wish
we are able to
unite more such
families that are
torn apart due to
circumstances.
EUNICE STEPHE
Social activist

N,

who is now a 22-year-old confident
young man working as an HR
executive for a firm in Vishakhapatnam. “As I had a closer look,
I saw the same childhood face…
the only difference is that a beard
covers it now,” she says.
Rama and her son are now on
their way to Vishakhapatnam.
The son can’t be happier that his
parents are going to be united
once again.
Shara Ashraf Prayag
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{ KRISHNA SHROFF } FITNESS ENTHUSIAST

P
Everyone thinks I have
gotten something done
cosmetically. It’s makeup.
It’s called overlining the
lips.

A

Reacting to the troll who asked if she
had done something to her lips.
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Dr Prem Kumar Sharma (Astrologer & Vaastu expert) can be contacted at:
Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat to Mon); Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874
(Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09716145644 (Last week of every month)
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MAR 21-APR 20

You are likely to maintain an
excellent image on the social
front by not involving in any
controversy. Buying property
may be on your mind and you
may get one at bargain price.
LOVE FOCUS: A call from lover brings cheer, so
plan out something special.
LUCKY NUMBER: 15 LUCKY COLOUR: Dark Brown

TAURUS
APR 21-MAY 20

T

Helping out someone in need
will provide immense inner satisfaction. You are likely to experience a positive phase in your
existence. Favourable decision
can be expected regarding a
piece of property under dispute.
LOVE FOCUS: You are likely to move closer to
someone you like and ring in romance!
LUCKY NUMBER: 17 LUCKY COLOUR: White

GEMINI
MAY 21-JUN 21

G

Property dealers can
find the day profitable. A
business trip will help
some to bag a lucrative
deal. It will be important to resolve certain
domestic issues in a timely manner.
LOVE FOCUS: The day seems favourable for
strengthening relationships.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR: Golden
Brown

CANCER
Richie
Mehta
A still from Delhi Crime

PHOTO: ARSH
SAYED

Kavita Awaasthi
kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

ichie Mehta can’t stop smiling
ever since he heard that his
directorial, Delhi Crime, won
an International Emmy for the Best
Drama Series. “It felt amazing and also
shocking when it was announced.
Since then, congratulations have been
pouring in from all sides and every
waking hour has been spent speaking
to family, friends and well-wishers. In
2020, when there are so many other
things on one’s mind, this was pleasant,” says Mehta.
The show got recognition and
acclaim on many other international
platforms as well, but an International
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Emmy is special for the director. “An
award like this means Indian talent
and the message we want to discuss
within the country and internationally
is being received well. An International
Emmy, to me, represents that we are
in the global market and that Indian
content has a big seat at the table,” he
explains.
While the viewers loved the performances, story, direction and writing of the
show, Mehta admits that what helped
the most was the four years of research
that he put in. He shares, “Sometimes,
you are lucky to work on a project that
seems to come together at every stage.
It helped to have four years of prep and
writing in solitude. As a result, when
the show launched in March 2019, it
had six years of work put into it, more
than any other series at that time. There
is a lot of gestation in the story and
reasons why the show should exist. I
put in a lot of scrutiny on why I should
do the show.”
The Netflix show was about the aftermath of the 2012 Delhi gang rape case,
which starred Shefali Shah, Rasika
Dugal, Adil Hussain and Rajesh Tailang,
among others. The show’s win has been
warmly welcomed by most but there
have been reactions on social media
with some people feeling that the
awards celebrated a show that was
about a terrible crime.
Mehta doesn’t agree. He says, “Delhi
Crime is not a show about a terrible
crime but how the people fought and
solved the crime. Had the show been
about the crime, I would have shown it,
which to me is un-showable. The cops
who solved the crime need to be celebrated, especially the women officers,
who have so much strength.”
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SEP 24-OCT 23

Resolving a property issue amicably will be in your interest.
You may visit a family member
living out of town or overseas
LOVE FOCUS: Watch your words
as lover may be in a foul mood.
LUCKY NUMBER: 2 LUCKY COLOUR: Orange

SCORPIO
OCT 24-NOV 22

S

Shifting to a new location on
posting is indicated for some.
Meeting someone new is likely
to enlarge your social circle.
LOVE FOCUS: It is a good time to
express feeling.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR: Magenta

BIRTHDAY TODAY
Zoë Kravitz: The American
actor, singer and model,
known for films such as Mad
Max: Fury Road, Dope, and
Aladdin, turns 32 today.

SAGITTARIUS
NOV 23-DEC 21
A suitable alternative is awaiting those wanting to switch jobs. You are likely to get
favourable treatment on the academic front
by those who matter. An invitation to a
celebrity do is possible.
LOVE FOCUS: Parents may take time to
give a nod to your relationship.
LUCKY NUMBER: 5 LUCKY COLOUR:
Forest Green

JUN 22-JUL 22

C

This is the day when everything
goes right for you. You do well
on the academic front through
sheer hard work. Real estate
investments start giving handsome returns.
LOVE FOCUS: An initiative may bring you into
contact with someone you secretly like.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR: Pink

LEO

CAPRICORN
DEC 22-JAN 21

c

General happiness is likely to
pervade the home front, as you
feel elated about things happening all around you. Prospects on
the financial front brighten.
LOVE FOCUS: Lover may be too
happy about something today.
LUCKY NUMBER: 7 LUCKY COLOUR: Pink

JUL 23-AUG 23

L

You can be sought after by some
good people in your social circle. This is a great day for you
on the academic front. A construction at home is likely to
upset your daily routine.
LOVE FOCUS: Today, you may remain occupied
with romantic thoughts.
LUCKY NUMBER: 7 LUCKY COLOUR: Peach

VIRGO
AUG 24-SEP 23

I

Earning some quick bucks is
possible today, especially for
those involved in trading and
speculation As the sun rises, so
will your spirits. An entertaining outing is foreseen
LOVE FOCUS: A casual conversation may ring in
a budding romance with someone like-minded
LUCKY NUMBER: 22 LUCKY COLOUR: Lavender

{ CALVIN AND HOBBES | BILL WATTERSON }

AQUARIUS
JAN 22-FEB 19

a

Property you had been contributing to may finally be yours.
You may go in for replacing an
old vehicle with a new one.
LOVE FOCUS: A good time is indicated for the newly weds.
LUCKY NUMBER: 5 LUCKY COLOUR: Bottle Green

PISCES
FEB 20-MAR 20

P

You may get to know someone
influential and benefit from the
association. Solid returns may
be expected in a real estate deal.
LOVE FOCUS: Don’t stretch arguments. Drop it there and then.
LUCKY NUMBER: 3 LUCKY COLOUR: Peach

