
 
 

Thousands of high-society diners gather for New York's 

ultra-exclusive Diner en Blanc where you have to dress all in 

white and bring your own table and chairs 
September 16, 2016 

 
 This year's 'Diner en Blanc' in NYC was held at Robert F Wagner Park with 

5,000 guests dressed in white 

 It is one of the city's most exclusive events and guests are only told about the 
spot a couple of hours before 

 Organizers demand that guests 'conduct themselves with the greatest 
decorum, elegance, and etiquette'.  

 The phenomenon began in Paris nearly three decades ago and it has since 

spread to 70 cities worldwide 
 

It is one of the world's glitziest picnics and attracts thousands of high-society 
diners armed with blankets, tables, chairs and food.  

 
This year's 'Diner en Blanc' in New York was held at Robert F Wagner Park with 

5,000 glamorous guests dressed in white from head to toe. 
 

Guests were only informed about the chosen picnic spot a couple of hours before.  



 
Thousands of diners attended the annual 'Diner en Blanc' along the shoreline 

in Robert F Wagner Park, Manhattan 



 

 
New Yorkers spend months conjuring up extravagant costumes, table settings 

and wigs for the glitzy dinner 



 
The 'Diner en Blanc' is a chic secret pop-up style picnic phenomenon 

originally started in France, but has since gone global 
 



 
There is a live band and dancing after the dinner at the glamorous event that 

attracts 5,000 diners 
 

Lucky attendees meet at predesignated spots around the city before volunteers lead 
them to their final destination - which this year was held in the Lower Manhattan 

Park. 
 

Tickets cost $100 a pair and there is a waiting list of 45,000 for the exclusive 
event.  

 
Some guests pack their own gourmet picnics, while others pre-order a feast from 
celebrity chef Todd English. 

 
'Everyone around the table is pretty much the same. That's what I love', the chef 

told CBS. 
  

 



 
 

'I love the democracy of everyone getting together around the table and having a 
great time.'  

He added: 'There's a big mystique thing going on and a community feeling the 
event fosters, which is all part of the fun.     

'There's a certain amount of bragging rights to get in.' 
 

He told the New York Post: 'People get dressed like they do for the Kentucky 
Derby, with hats — it's really that lavish. It is really a beautiful event, just stunning 
to look at, and it's a great community of people coming together to have a great 

time.' 
 



 
Some guests packed their own gourmet picnics, while others pre-ordered a 

feast from celebrity chef Todd English 



 

 
The craze reached New York in 2011 and is now one of the most eagerly 

anticipated events of the year 



 

 
The fabulously dressed crowd set up their elaborately themed tables as the 

sun sets, with the city as the ultimate backdrop 
 

Diner en Blanc - French for 'dinner in white' - was created by Frenchman François 
Pasquier in Paris in 1988 when he asked a large group of friends to meet him for a 

picnic, insisting they wear white so they could find each other.  
 

Sandy Safi, co-founder of Diner en Blanc International with Aymeric Pasquier, one 
of François' four sons, told the New York Post: 'Francois and his family had been 

living in Tahiti, and he wanted to reconnect with friends. One day, [François] was 
stuck in traffic, and he noticed a couple dining by candlelight at the side of the 

road. 
 

'He thought, "How amazing, why don't we bring our own tables and chairs to an 
amazing place and have a beautiful dinner with friends?" So they did.  
 



'The first Diner en Blanc was at the Bois du Bologne. Three hundred people 
showed up with tables and chairs.' 

 

 
A man wears a Star Wars Helmet for the all-white dinner party in New York 

that attracted 5,000 diners 



 
 

 
The organisers demand that guests 'conduct themselves with the greatest 

decorum, elegance, and etiquette' 

 



 
The occasion is renowned for diners to be smartly dressed in all-white attire 

and started in New York in 2011 
 

As the party was such a success, they carried on with the tradition every year and it 
is now hosted in more than 60 cities annually.  

 
The organisers demand guests 'conduct themselves with the greatest decorum, 

elegance, and etiquette'   
 

The craze reached New York in 2011 when it was held at the former World 
Financial Center plaza in the Financial District.  
 

It has since been held at Lincoln Center, Bryant Park, Battery Park City and Pier 
26 in Hudson River Park. 

 
Enthusiastic New Yorkers spend months conjuring up extravagant costumes, table 

settings and wigs.    
 



As Safi explained: 'It's a magical mix of food and fashion in a public space so 
transformed, you will never look at it the same way again. 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 
  

 

 


