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Opening Hymn
Celebrant
People

Once in royal David's city

H 102

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria in excelsis (Dexter)
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature:
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

1

A Reading from Jeremiah 31:7-14

THE LESSON (read by Matt Evans)

Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 84:1-8 (read by Matt Evans)
1
How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2
The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.
3
Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.
4
Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5
Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6
They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7
LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.
8
Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.
THE EPISTLE (read by Matt Evans)

A Reading from Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SEQUENCE HYMN

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning
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H 117

THE GOSPEL

Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod
is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my
son."
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and
said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were
seeking the child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went
to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to
the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had
been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean."
Celebrant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. James G. Reed

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
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and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - FORM III (read by Matt Evans)
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Sam and Anne, our Bishops; Jim, our priest; and for all
bishops, priests, deacons, and those in religious orders.
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for Donald our President, Roy our Governor, and Carlton our Mayor and all who govern and
hold authority in the nations of the world.
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on; those who have immediate needs -- Buster Dawson, Bonnie Campbell, Eva Morriss,
Bill Wrenn, Dallas Clark, April Lamm, Jerry Hamill, Miles Johnson, Chris Perri, Don Doster, William
Blake Tucker, Mike Pierce, Eddie Rodriguez, Fannie Lee Dickerson, Anna Jane Ruffin, Michelle Williams,
Ginger Williams, Tom Sheen, Debbie Styles, Josh & Rachel Watson, Alexander Rawlings, those affected
by Covid-19, those affected by the lack of respect for the dignity of every person; and, those who have
ongoing needs as listed in our website and those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed, eternal rest; especially Ed Styles, and Bud Ruffin.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence.

Let us pray together:
O gracious God, you know our needs as we continue this journey to recognize and select our new Rector.
We pray that You give us a renewed spirit of devotion to this purpose.
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Let nothing be lost of the faithful work of the past. Give to us the ability to respect, with love and
compassion, whatever differences of opinion, thought, and ideas we may have with each other.
Finally, we ask Your blessing upon the St. Timothy’s family, as we continue to pray for the priest, known
to You. All this we ask in Jesus’s name, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, forever and
ever. Amen.
We pray for the mission and ministries of our sister Episcopal Churches of St Mark’s and Guadalupana.
We pray for our military personnel serving throughout the world, particularly those in war zones. We
pray for those affected by terrorism, both domestic and abroad, and for those who protect us from such
acts of violence.
We pray for those who are celebrating birthdays this week, especially Linda Miller, Holland Ellis, Scott
Tulloss, Todd Wilkinson, Benjamin Rodriguez, William P. Hinson, Tom Sheen, Garland Homes, Vickie
Thompson, and Hackney Tulloss.
Confession of Sin
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen
THE BLESSING
THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY (Dexter)
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