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Comma Space 逗号空间 is an artist-run 
experimental space that seeks to create 
thinking spaces between commas. 

TIAN KONG THUN 
TEMPLE 

Tian Kong Thun Temple is a century-old 
Chinese temple dedicated to the Jade 
Emperor and Tua Pek Kong. It was rebuilt 
in the late 1990s and renovated again in 
2011. Its current façade resembles an old 
village house and sports a large front yard 
with a traditional incense furnace. 
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MINI LIBRARY
@CLOVER WAY 
PLAYGROUND

This mini library features numerous books 
and CDs in a plethora of languages. It 
even has a shelter with two seats next to 
the bookshelf for you to lounge and enjoy 
a leisure read under the tree! 
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UN STUDIO

UN Studio is an independent ceramic and 
woodworking studio. Armed with the belief 
of taking life slowly and being in the present 
and now, they are dedicated to producing art 
that embodies this concept. 
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SAI STUDIO

COMMA SPACE

The artist studio of local artist, Sai (aka 
Chen Sai Hua Kuan). A diverse artist, Sai 
works with sculpture, installation, sound, 
interactive interventions, film, and 
photography. His works seek to challenge 
the “habituated eye” and invite fresh 
interpretations of art and life. 

The Salvation Army is a Christian 
church and an international charity. Its 
Singapore arm has been operating here 
since 1935 and is headquartered at 
Bishan Street 22. 
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THE STRAITS 
PEOPLECAFE 
(TSP COFFEE)

Situated in a scenic industrial estate, TSP 
Coffee serves comforting wholesome 
homemade meals, juicy burgers, handcrafted 
coffees, as well as rustic hand-made 
pastries and sourdough breads, completed 
with a heart of sincerity. 
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HIBIKIYA

Hibikaya is a private entity that introduc-
es Japanese traditional arts through forms 
such as Taiko (Japanese drums), Shinobue 
(Japanese bamboo flute), and Shishimai 
(Japanese lion dance), amongst others. 
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THE ROOFTOP 63

The Rooftop 63 is a canteen located at 
the top floor of the Pemimpin Industrial 
Building. It has a pleasant outdoor space 
with a great view of the entire area. 
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1

（天公壇）

#01-02, 63 Jalan Pemimpin

#06-03, 63 Jalan Pemimpin

#01-02, 1 Pemimpin Drive

20 Bishan Street 22

#04-02, 51 Jalan Pemimpin

#04-02, 51 Jalan Pemimpin

#04-03, 47 Jalan Pemimpin

STUDIO OF JOANNE 
PANG & PRYPRESS

Joanne Pang is an artist and design lecturer. 
She explores the relationships between body, 
memory and space through site-specific 
installations, paintings and drawings. She 
also founded the independent publisher and 
project space, Prypress, in 2019.
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#04-06, 39 Jalan Pemimpin

THE SALVATION 
ARMY13

Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park is one of 
the largest urban parks in central 
Singapore. The Kallang River runs 
through the park in the form of a 
flat riverbed.

BISHAN-ANG 
MO KIO PARK15PUBLIC ART:

AN ENCLOSURE 
FOR A SWING

14

“An Enclosure for a Swing” is a metal sculpture by 
Singapore sculptor, Kelvin Lim. This iconic work was 
completed in 2011, and was designed as a 
landmark for the Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park. It seeks 
to reflect upon the unqiue identity of the site, and 
its relationship to the surroundings. 

Founded in 1823 by Sir Stamford Raffles, 
the Raffles Institution is one of the oldest 
schools in Singapore. The college is an 
independent institution and provides a 
six-year Integrated Programme where 
students bypass the GCE O-Levels to take 
the GCE A-levels directly.  

KWONG WAI SIEW 
PECK SAN THENG12

Kwong Wai Siew Peck San Theng is a cultural organisation and 
columbarium that was formerly one of Singapore’s largest 
Chinese cemeteries. It was established in 1870 by Cantonese and 
Hakka immigrants from China. It is currently managed by 16 clan 
associations and it provides ancestral worship services to the 
public. 

Superstring is an artwork by Singapore 
artist, Joshua Yang. It consists of a series of 
single-continuous line drawings where the 
lines neither overlaps nor breaks. The work 
is being displayed at the Marymount MRT 
station. 

PUBLIC ART: 
SUPERSTRING10 RAFFLES INSTITUTION11
Marymount MRT station

1 Raffles Institution Lane
50 Bishan Lane

Scan Here To Get 
A Digital Copy of the Map



About Comma Space

A Window into the Past Of 
Our Little Neighbourhood

Add Places To Our Map

Uncle WilliamComma Space 逗号空间 is an artist-run experimental space that seeks to create 
thinking spaces between commas.

Referring to the comma’s functionality of separating, setting off phrases, and 
expressing contrast, Comma Space envisions itself as a hub where creativity and 
critique can collide, and where bonds can be forged. It also hopes to reach out 
to the local communities to demonstrate the vital ways in which art can engage, 
speak to, and reflect upon society. 

Comma Space produces art, curates exhibitions, commissions projects, generates 
research materials, and supports contemporary artists locally, regionally, and 
internationally.

Do you know that this little neighbourhood where Comma Space is situated, was once a 
significant historical area? With each turn of the century, this microcosm bore witness to the 
development of Singapore; a process of urbanization, modernization, coupled with a gradual 
fade-out of cultural memories and traditions. 

Using Comma Space as an anchor, let’s take a walk through time to see how the area has 
transformed over the years. 

19th Century

In the 19th century, this area was a remote and undeveloped land other than the presence of 
several gambir plantations. In 1870, a community comprising of various clan associations called 
the Kwong Wai Siew Peck San Theng, bought a piece of land at the Upper Thomson area for use 
as a cemetery to serve the burial needs of the Cantonese and Hakka community.

Fun fact: The earliest road in the area that you see on the map, is actually Thomson Road!

Early 20th Century

The influx of immigrants to Singapore at the beginning of the 20th century saw an increase in 
population size in the vicinity. A kampong (village), which we know to be Kampong San Teng, 
organically  sprang up next to the cemetery. Self-organized according to their dialect clans or 
groups, these families lived alongside each other in the area of the cemetery.  The community 
and its surrounding vicinity was well-equipped with shops, schools, clinics, a wayang stage, and 
factories.
   
The rubber factory you see on the map is now near 37 Jalan Pemimpin, and the latter has been 
named “the foot of the Thomson tree” (汤申大树脚)after the tall tree which used to be in the 
area. 

World War II

A little known fact about the area was that Peck San Theng’s “Hill 90” (present-day Raffles 
Institution) was once the site where the Japanese Army had fiercely clashed with the British 
Forces during World War Two. It would later become a place of refuge for the local communities, 
as they would take cover amongst the tombs to shun Japanese brutalities. 

Post-World War II

The size of the community continued to balloon throughout the war, and had purportedly 
reached a peak of 1000 residents by the early 1970s. At that time, the cemetery had also 
occupied a land area of 324 acres, which was home to more than 100,000 graves. However, a 
century of relative peace and growth in the area came to an abrupt end when calls for urban 

redevelopment were announced. As part of the town plans for Toa Payoh and Bishan, the land was acquired 
by the government, with compensations being paid to Kwong Wai Siew. The cemetery was then exhumed 
steadily at the dawn of 1982. In the end, Kwong Wai Siew retained less than 3% of its initial space, though 
their negotiations with the government to preserve its ancestral temple and the construction of a new 
columbarium went through positively. Still standing tall today, its management committee has preserved its 
roots of conducting two important ancestral worship sessions every year; one during Qing Ming and the other 
during Chong Yang. 

Bishan New Town

With the construction of HDB flats, shopping malls, parks, and many communal facilities, Bishan New Town is 
now one of the most popular residential areas in Singapore. The former Kampong San Theng villagers have 
since moved in and started a new life in these HDB flats. Bishan's past, though often mentioned, has faded 
into a distant memory. 

People From Our Neighbourhood

Anne @ TSP Coffee
People From Our Neighbourhood

Join us to discover interesting places around the neighbourhood and share 
it with us! 

Scan the QR code on the left. You will be taken to the Google map we have 
created, where you can share places that you find interesting and 
meaningful, with pictures, stories, and even the changes you want to see.  

Make this map a shared space, and a collective memory!
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Uncle William was born in 1952. A familiar face at the 
Mayfair Industrial Building at Jalan Peminpin, his story 
as the maintainer of the building began in the early 
days of 1992. 

According to Uncle William, in the 1980s, in conjunction 
with the new urban planning guidelines for Bishan, the 
Mayfair Industrial Building, along with other factories 
that had been designated in this light industrial zone 
were built. During this time, a crash in the stock market 
and economic gloom cost the young Uncle William 
nearly all his savings. It was then that he found work at 
the Building. 

Albeit being sore and beaten by the loss of his savings, 
he shares that his work brought him much joy. He 
recalls his early mornings fishing shrimp at a nearby 
pond, and the many birthday celebrations held at the 
canteen on the sixth floor. Curry fish head, he says, was 
always a delectable treat. 

Tucked away in a cozy corner of Pemimpin Drive, is a 
hole-in-the-wall café that serves good coffee and 
pastries that do not break the bank. With 
floor-to-ceiling windows, its bright and airy interior 
is particularly inviting. It is no wonder that the café 
is often bursting at its seams, with office workers 
and students on the weekdays and families during 
the weekends, eager to have their caffeine and 
brunch fix. 

Breathing life into this place, is Anne – its owner 
and backbone. Ever brimming with positive energy, 
her optimism carried her and her team through the 
harsh realities of the pandemic. Never resting on 
her laurels, her team has taken to developing new 
recipes and creating online menus to cater to the 
shifting needs in our society. Wearing her heart on 
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her sleeves,  Anne expressed the vision of her café; as a space where people from all walks of life 
may find a brief respite in the midst of this chaotic world. Speaking further on her motivations 
behind the founding of this space, Anne shared about her heart for the underprivileged youths, 
and her hopes for this place to be a safe space and community where “all of us can grow up in.” To 
this end, Anne has also designated an area in her café for neighbours and friends to sell their 
handicrafts.The idea of wanting to better someone’s life constantly weighs on her mind. 

Indeed, in a time of darkness, may this café be one of the many shining beacons for those in need. 

While the pond is now no-longer, the canteen has shut, and businesses have come-and-gone, Uncle 
William remains. He says, “My biggest characteristic is optimism.” 
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