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Speaker Biographies 

Hon. Ronald Adrine, Administrative/Presiding Judge 
has become one of the most respected judges in 
Cleveland, as well as a national authority on issues 
concerning domestic violence. A life-long resident of 
Greater Cleveland, Judge Adrine graduated from Fisk 
University and the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law. 
 He passed the bar in l973, and in 1974 he joined the 
staff of the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor as an assistant 
in the criminal trial division.  In 1976, he entered the 
private practice of law with his father, the late Russell 
T. Adrine and two years later was appointed to serve as 
a Senior Staff Counsel to the U.S. House of 
Representatives Select Committee on Assassinations.  
He first ran for his current seat on the Cleveland 
Municipal Court bench in 1981. Judge Adrine was 
reelected five times, without opposition, to full six-year 
terms, the most recent election being in November of 
2011.  His peers elected him Administrative and 
Presiding Judge in 2008 and have reelected him to 
those positions ever since. “I feel particularly humbled 
by the repeated votes of confidence that the people of 
the City of Cleveland have resided in me.  To also have 
the confidence of my colleagues to set the court’s 
direction is a special blessing.” Over the years, Judge 
Adrine has belonged to more than 60 organizations, 
serving on the boards of more than 30 of those 
organizations, and holding a leadership position on 
more than 20 of those boards.  He chaired the Ohio 
Commission on Racial Fairness.  He is a past chair of 
the Ohio Supreme Court’s Interpreter Services 
Advisory Committee and the National Board of 
Directors of Futures Without Violence, formerly known 
as the Family Violence Prevention Fund.  He also 
chaired both Cleveland’s Domestic Violence 
Coordinating Council and the Advisory Board of the 
National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence, which 
is a joint initiative of the National Council of Juvenile 
and Family Court Judges, Futures Without Violence 
and the U.S. Department of Justice.  He currently sits as 
a member of the Board of Directors of the National 
Center for State Courts. Judge Adrine lectures 
extensively on domestic violence issues here, and 
around the country, including in the U.S. Virgin Islands 

and Puerto Rico.   Judge Adrine is co-author of the 
reference volume, Ohio Domestic Violence Law and 
chaired the effort to bring a Family Justice Center to 
Cleveland to assist those who are victims of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, elder abuse, child abuse and 
stalking. He has been honored as a Distinguished 
Alumni of both Cleveland State University and the 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.  In 2000, he was 
awarded the Ohio Bar Medal by the Ohio State Bar 
Association, its highest honor, in recognition of his 
contributions to the profession and the community. 

 
Beth M. Andrus is the Assistant Presiding Judge with 
King County Superior Court.  Before her appointment 
to the bench in 2010, Judge Andrus practiced 
commercial and construction litigation with the law 
firm of Skellenger Bender, where she held the position 
of managing partner.  Judge Andrus holds a B.A. in 
French and Speech Communications from Wayne State 
University and received her J.D. from the University of 
Minnesota Law School in 1988.  Judge Andrus is 
currently working toward a Masters of Judicial Studies 
through the University of Nevada, Reno. 

 
Nicole Austin-Hillery is the first Director and Counsel 
of the Brennan Center’s Washington, D.C. office 
 where she focuses on Democracy and Justice 
advocacy.  Ms. Austin-Hillery is a frequent presenter 
and media spokesperson on voting rights and criminal 
justice. She contributes opinion pieces to major 
publications and testimony to federal and local 
government. She worked previously as a civil rights 
litigator and was the George N. Lindsay Civil Rights 
Law Fellow at the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law. She is an appointed member of the ABA 
Standing Committee on Election Law, Co-Chair of the 
ABA Criminal Law Section’s Racial Justice and Ethnic 
Diversity Committee and a Board member of the 
Washington Bar Association. She is a graduate of the 
Howard University School of Law and Carnegie Mellon 
University. 

 



Claudia J. Bayliff is an attorney and educator with 
twenty-seven years of experience working on issues 
related to sexual violence.  She has served as the 
National Judicial Education Program’s Project Attorney 
for sixteen years, educating judges across the country.  
Ms. Bayliff has a broad range of experience, from 
volunteering as a hotline crisis counselor to serving as 
the first Chief of the United States Air Force’s 
worldwide Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
Program.  She is a nationally recognized expert on 
sexual violence.  Ms. Bayliff has presented at 
conferences and professional organizations throughout 
the United States, Canada and Europe about sexual 
violence and the intersection of sexual and domestic 
violence. 

 
Mark W. Bennett was appointed a United States 
District Court Judge in the Northern District of Iowa on 
August 26, 1994. He graduated from the Drake 
University Law School in 1975. Upon graduation, he 
started his own law firm in Des Moines, Iowa. Judge 
Bennett has spoken at more than 350 CLE programs 
across North America. He is the author of fourteen law 
review articles published or accepted for publication 
since 2010. In 2012, Judge Bennett appeared in a 
documentary on mass incarceration in America, The 

House I Live In, which won the Grand Jury Prize at the 
2012 Sundance Film Festival.  

 
Elizabeth Berns is a King County Superior Court 
Judge, Seattle, Washington.  She Chairs the King 
County DV and Child Maltreatment Coordinated 
Response Oversight Committee, and has co-authored 
chapters on LGBTQ and Minority Issues in this year’s 
Sexual Offense and Domestic Violence Bench Guides 
in Washington State.  Judge Berns received her B.S 
from University of Washington in 1989 and her J.D 
from University of Puget Sound School of Law in 1993. 
 Prior to becoming a judge, she began her legal career at 
the Washington State Attorney General’s Office and 
then opened her own practice supporting individuals 
and families in areas including family law. 

Kevin Burke, a trial judge since 1984, is one of the 
most recognized leaders within the American judiciary. 
He served several terms as chief judge of the Hennepin 
County District Court in Minnesota, where he instituted 
social-science studies examining—and reforms 
improving—procedural fairness. Judge Burke served as 
President of The American Judges Association. He 

coauthored with Judge Steve Leben the American 
Judges Association’s white papers on procedural 
fairness in 2007 and on judicial decision making in 
2012. He has spoken to judges in 38 states, Abu Dhabi, 
Egypt, Canada, Ireland, India, and Mexico. Judge Burke 
teaches at the University of Minnesota Law School and 
the University of St. Thomas Law School. 

Hon. Anthony Capizzi, serves as a Montgomery 
County Juvenile Court Judge, a position he was first 
elected to in 2004. From 1998-2002, he served as an 
Acting Judge for Dayton Municipal Court. Judge 
Capizzi, known as a workaholic, remains enthusiastic 
and energetic about working to promote the welfare of 
children, as has been his trademark throughout his legal 
career. Judge Capizzi received his B.A. from Saint 
Bonaventure University in 1976 and his J.D. from the 
University of Dayton School of Law in 1979. He was 
admitted to the Ohio and Federal Bars in 1979. Judge 
Capizzi graduated from Leadership Dayton in 1989.  
Judge Capizzi serves on the Board of Trustees of the 
Ohio Judicial College, as Chair of the Ohio Juvenile 
Judges Curriculum Committee, and as Past President of 
the Ohio Juvenile Court Judges Association. The Ohio 
Supreme Court continues to appoint Judge Capizzi to 
serve on advisory committees and special judicial 
assignments in other Ohio Counties. Nationally, Judge 
Capizzi serves as a Director of the National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges Association 
(“NCJFCJ”). He was elected Treasurer of the NCJFCJ 
on July 5, 2014, and serves on the Executive 
Committee and the NCJFCJ’s Juvenile Drug Court 
Training and Technical Assistance Project Advisory 
Committee. He has over the last seven years served as 
Chairman of the Audit Committee and Vice-Chair of 
the Juvenile and Family Law Advisory Committee and 
Audit Committee. In addition, Judge Capizzi served as 
a member of the Executive Committee’s Guiding 
Coalition, Finance, Governance, Legislative and 
Diversity Committees. He has also served as faculty 
member at multiple NCJFCJ conferences. Judge 
Capizzi serves as a Judicial Fellow for the National 
Reclaiming Futures Project based at Portland State 
University.  He also supervises the judicial training of 
all Reclaiming Future Judges nationally. From 2005–
2014, Judge Capizzi served as a member of the United 
States Department of Justice’s Global Justice 
Information Sharing Committee.  In that capacity, he 
served as a member of the Global Executive Steering 
Committee and Chair of the Privacy and Information 



Quality Working Group and as Chair of the Corrections 
Management and Reentry Task Team. Judge Capizzi 
co-authored an article entitled A Model for Judicial 
Leadership, Juvenile and Family Court Journal, 
Summer 2006, Vol.57, and No.3, which addresses the 
role of judges in communities’ responses to juvenile 
substance abuse concerns. In addition, he authored 
What You Need to Know about Privacy, Civil Rights, 
and Civil Liberties Protections for Courts, Future 
Trends in State Courts, 2012, published by the National 
Center for State Courts. Judge Capizzi lectures at state 
and national conferences focusing on judicial 
leadership, juvenile drug courts and substance abuse, 
alternative/differential responses in dependency cases, 
the role and responsibilities of guardians ad litem, 
privacy, and mental health issues. Prior to his election 
to the bench, Judge Capizzi maintained a full-time law 
practice for over 25 years, specializing in juvenile law, 
family law, and litigation.  When he retired from 
private practice, he had been a partner for over 16 years 
at the law firm of Harker, Capizzi, & Hall. Over the last 
35 years, Judge Capizzi has held leadership positions in 
various government, civic and professional 
organizations that focus on family and children’s issues. 
He served as a City of Dayton Commissioner from 
1986-1998, as the President of Neighborhoods, USA, 
and as the Chairman of the Finance and 
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee of the National 
League of Cities. 

 
Judge Mary A. Celeste sat on the Denver County 
Court bench as the Presiding Judge in 2009 and 2010 
- the first woman to hold that position, and was the 
co-founder of the Denver County Court Sobriety 
Court. She is the current education co-chair for the 
IALGT Judges, and recently received their President's 
award; and chair-elect for the ABA National 
Conference of Specialty Courts and Faculty for the 
National Center for DWI Courts (NCDC). She has 
recently chaired the Criminal Justice Group for the 
Colorado Task Force for Drunk and Impaired 
Driving, and served as the NHTSA Judicial Outreach 
Liaison for Region 8. She sat on the Colorado 
Advisory Committee for the United States Civil 
Rights Commission and served as the President of the 
of the American Judge’s Association and the 
Colorado Women’s Bar Association Foundation and 
as Adjunct Professor at the D.U. Sturm College of 
Law.  She has also served as a board member of the 

Colorado Bar Association’s Board of Governors, the 
Denver Bar Association’s Conciliation Panel and the 
Colorado Women’s Bar Association Board of 
Governors. She has written many articles and is a 
national speaker on the topic of marijuana and 
alcohol impaired and drugged driving. She is the 
ABA Chair-Elect for the National Committee on 
specialized Court Judges. 

 
Erwin Chemerinsky is the founding dean and 
Distinguished Professor of Law and Raymond Pryke 
Professor of First Amendment Law at the University of 
California, Irvine School of Law, with a joint 
appointment in political science. He taught at Duke 
Law School for four years and for 21 years at the 
University of Southern California School of Law. His 
areas of expertise are constitutional law, federal 
practice, civil rights and civil liberties, and appellate 
litigation. He also serves as a commentator on legal 
issues for national and local media.  His most recent 
book, The Case Against the Supreme Court was 
published by Viking in October 2014.  He holds a law 
degree from Harvard Law School and a bachelor’s 
degree from Northwestern University. 

Martha N. Cohen is a Washington State Court 
Certified Spanish interpreter and Manager of the Office 
of Interpreter Services for King County Superior Court 
in Seattle, a program recognized by the National Center 
for State Courts.  She has provided training for 
interpreters and staff at Seattle University Law School, 
University of Washington Law School, the Translation 
and Interpretation Institute in Bellevue, WA, Gonzaga 
University Law School in Spokane, WA, American Bar 
Association, Legal Momentum, Asian & Pacific 
Islander Institute on Domestic Violence in San 
Francisco, interpreters in Guam Superior Court and a 
number of community-based organizations serving 
refugees and immigrants.  Ms. Cohen is a national 
consultant on court-based interpreter programs and has 
presented information on how to work effectively with 
interpreters at the national, state and local levels for 
judges, attorneys and court personnel including serving 
as faculty on national webinars and workshops with the 
American Bar Association and the Asian & Pacific 
Islander Institute on Domestic Violence.   She is a 
member of the Washington State Court Interpreters and 
Translators Society (WITS), the National Association 
of Judiciary Interpreters and Translators (NAJIT) and 
the American Translators’ Association.   



 
In 2006, King County Superior Court’s Office of 
Interpreter Services was recognized by the National 
Center for State Courts (NCSC) as one of three model 
programs selected nationwide for delivering excellent 
interpreter services to persons obtaining protection 
orders. Additionally in October 2013, King County 
Superior Court’s Office of Interpreter Services was 
selected by the Center for Court Innovation for a 
national site visit.  The purpose was to create a 
curriculum for judges, attorneys, court administrators 
and personnel and court interpreters on seeing best 
practice language access protocols for domestic 
violence cases. This site visit allowed other 
jurisdictions in the U.S. (including Hawaii and Guam) 
to observe the court’s language access strategies, meet 
the judges and court administrators, and talk to relevant 
stakeholders about how they overcame challenges 
involved in creating a comprehensive response to LEP 
litigants in domestic violence cases. 

 
Joyce Cram got her undergraduate degree at UC Santa 
Barbara and her JD at The Catholic University of 
America, Columbus School of Law.  She started her 
legal career at the law firm of Low, Ball and Lynch 
where she became the firm’s first woman partner.  After 
16 years with the firm, doing civil litigation, she left to 
accompany her husband to Europe.  She lived for 2 
years in Frankfurt Germany, where she was a substitute 
high school teacher.  Upon her return in 1994, she 
opened a private mediation practice, and in 1998 she 
was appointed to the bench. During her 14+ year tenure 
with the court, Judge Cram handled a variety of 
assignments, including Misdemeanor and Felony Trials, 
Criminal Calendar, and Unlimited and Limited 
Jurisdiction Civil, Family and Probate.  She helped 
create and presided over Elder Court, which received 
the Ralph N. Kleps award for innovation in the courts.  
This court has been a model for such courts in 
California and nationwide. Judge Cram has been active 
in professional education, preparing and presenting 
courses for the Contra Costa County Bar Association, 
Defense Research Institute, and The Robert G. 
McGrath American Inn of Court.   She teaches new and 
experienced judges through California Judicial 
Education and Research (CJER).  In her free time she 
enjoys hiking, cooking, gardening, travel, and 
volunteering at the Lindsay Wildlife Hospital. 

 

Dr. Eric Chudler is a research neuroscientist interested 
in how the brain processes information about pain and 
nociception.  He is also interested in the neuroactive 
properties of medicinal plants and herbs. Eric received 
his Ph.D. from the Department of Psychology at the 
University of Washington in Seattle in 1985.  He has 
worked at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
MD (1986-1989) and in the Department of 
Neurosurgery at Massachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston, MA (1989-1991).  He is currently a research 
associate professor in the Department of 
Bioengineering and executive director of the Center for 
Sensorimotor Neural Engineering.  He is also a faculty 
member in the Department of Anesthesiology & Pain 
Medicine and the Graduate Program of Neurobiology 
and Behavior at the University of Washington.  In 
addition to performing basic neuroscience research, 
Eric works with other neuroscientists and classroom 
teachers to develop educational materials to help K-12 
students learn about the brain. His award-winning web 
site, Neuroscience for Kids, is used by students and 
teachers around the world. 

 
Callie T. Dietz became State Court Administrator of the 
Washington State AOC in 2012. Before that, she retired 
after 32 years from the Alabama AOC, where she was 
the first woman to serve as Administrative Director of 
Courts.  She serves on the COSCA Board of Directors 
and as Chair of the Education Committee, Vice-Chair 
of the Elders and the Courts Committee and on 
Services to New Members.  She is a member of NASJE 
and NACM.  Callie has numerous awards for her work 
with courts, criminal justice associations and judicial 
education.  Additionally, she has been honored by 
community groups such as United Way including being 
selected in 1996 as a “Local Hero in Montgomery, AL” 
which enabled her to carry the Olympic Torch. 

 
Judge Theresa Doyle was elected to King County 
Superior Court and began her first term in January 
2005.  She has been Assistant Chief Criminal Judge, 
and has served on Unified Family Court, Drug Court 
and on the criminal trial calendar. She is currently on a 
civil trial rotation. Judge Doyle began her judicial 
career in 1998 when she was appointed by the Mayor to 
Seattle Municipal Court. There, she presided over 
numerous criminal jury trials and other hearings, and 
was Mental Health Court Judge from 2003-2004. Judge 
Doyle is a member of the Washington State Minority 



and Justice Commission, and the Washington State 
Interpreter Commission.  She has been chair of the 
court’s interpreter committee, of which she is currently 
a member, and serves on the court’s jury committee and 
courts and community committee. Judge Doyle was a 
judicial law clerk at the Washington Court of Appeals, 
Division One, and California Court of Appeal, Division 
One.  She has been an appellate lawyer at the California 
Public Defender and Washington Appellate Defender 
Association (WADA), a trial attorney at The Defender 
Association (TDA), and an associate at a large Seattle 
law firm. Judge Doyle was graduated cum laude from 
Seattle University School of Law. There she served on 
the law review editorial board. 

 
Steven Drizin is a Clinical Professor of Law at 
Northwestern Law School where he has been on the 
faculty since 1991. He is also the Assistant Dean of 
the Bluhm Legal Clinic. He served as the Legal 
Director of the Clinic's renowned Center on Wrongful 
Convictions from March 2005 to September 2013. At 
the Center, Professor Drizin's research interests involve 
the study of false confessions and his policy work 
focuses on supporting efforts around the country to 
require law enforcement agencies to electronically 
record custodial interrogations. 

 
Hon. John Erlick was first elected to the King County 
Superior Court in September 2000 and is currently on 
the Superior Court’s Executive Committee.  He 
previously served as Chief Civil Judge for King County 
Superior Court and now presides over juvenile offender 
trials and hearings.  He serves as a judicial member on 
the State Commission on Judicial Conduct, is a member 
of the SCJA Education Committee, and served as chair 
of the Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) 
Ethics Committee from 2005-2014.  He is on the 
Executive Committee and is President Emeritus of the 
William L. Dwyer Inn of Court.  Judge Erlick served as 
the Dean of the Washington State Judicial College 
(2014-15). Judge Erlick is dedicated to the training and 
teaching of judges and law professionals in legal ethics. 
 Since 2007, he has been an adjunct professor in 
professional responsibility and the judicial externship 
program at Seattle University School of Law, where he 
received the Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Award in 
2011.  He is also a graduate of the international law 
training program at the Center for International Legal 
Studies (CILS), in Salzburg, Austria, has served as a 

Visiting Professor at the Far Eastern Federal University, 
in Vladivostok, Russia, and is a member of the 
Academic Committee of the International Organization 
for Judicial Training (IOJT).  He has also been involved 
as a coach and instructor in countless mock trial and 
moot court competitions. In addition to authoring 
numerous articles on professionalism and ethics, Judge 
Erlick has also lectured on these and other topics at 
judicial conferences, bar association meetings, and law 
schools, and is the consulting editor for Washington 
Trial and Post-Trial Civil Procedure (Lexis-Nexis.)  
Judge Erlick previously was the SCJA appointee to the 
State’s Ethics Advisory Committee and also served as 
the chair of the King County Superior Court Ex Parte 
and Probate Committee, and on the Jury Committee, 
Governance Committee, Ad Hoc Duty Time Committee 
and King County Bench/Bar Efficiencies Task Force.  
He was the 2004 judicial co-chair of the King County 
Bench-Bar Conference.  Prior to his election in 2000, 
he was in private practice, concentrating on defense of 
professional liability cases. Judge Erlick graduated 
from Harvard College in Cambridge, Massachusetts 
with honors and from the Georgetown University Law 
Center with honors.  He is a graduate of the National 
Judicial College general jurisdiction program.

 
Justice Mary E. Fairhurst, is a Washington State 
Supreme Court Justice.  Prior to joining the bench in 
2003, she was an Assistant Attorney General for 16 
years and a Supreme Court judicial clerk for 2 years.  
She served as President and on boards of the 
Washington State Bar Association and Washington 
Women Lawyers.  She has served on many legal and 
community boards and commissions.  She is very active 
in law related education.  She cares passionately about 
civility in the legal profession and speaks regularly on 
the topic as a consultant for Robert’s Fund, a family 
foundation whose purpose is to promote civility.  

 
Margaret E. Fisher is an attorney with more than 35 
years of full-time experience teaching law to the public. 
She works part-time for the Washington State 
Administrative Office of the Courts to involve the 
judiciary in educating the public in the law and in 
promoting public trust and confidence in the courts. She 
developed the award winning Judges in the Classroom 
program. She is also a distinguished practitioner in 
residence at the Seattle University School of Law since 
1982. She coordinates the Seattle Youth Traffic Court.  



Ms. Fisher is one of the pioneers in Street Law, having 
taught Street Law at Georgetown University Law 
Center in the 1970s, co-authored multiple editions of 
the national textbook, and established Street Law in 
Southern Africa as a Senior Fulbright Scholar. Ms. 
Fisher is the winner of the 2013 Sandra Day O’Connor 
Award for the Advancement of Civics and other 
national law-related awards.  

 
Roberta K. Flowers serves as a professor, the Co-
Director of the Elder Law Center, Director of the LLM 
in Elder Law, and Editor of the International Journal on 
Aging, Law and Policy at Stetson College of Law.  
Professor Flowers teaches ethics in an elder law 
practice in the Elder Law LL.M. among other 
subjects. Professor Flowers co-designed the first “elder 
friendly courtroom” in the nation, which is a model for 
courtrooms of the future.  She is a co-author of Ethics 

and the Practice of Elder Law. Professor Flowers is on 
the Board of Directors for the National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA).  

 
Christine Folsom is the Director of The National Tribal 
Judicial Center at The National Judicial College. Prior 
to serving as director, Ms. Folsom was the program 
attorney for NTJC for over four years. She has worked 
in private practice and as legal counsel for the Cherokee 
Nation Election Commission. She served as a founding 
partner of Legal Advocates for Indian Country, LLP. 
Ms. Folsom earned her bachelor’s degree cum laude in 
English from Northeastern State University and her 
Juris Doctor and LL.M. degrees from the University Of 
Tulsa College Of Law. Ms. Folsom graduated from the 
University of Tulsa with an American Indian Law 
Certificate and a Resources, Energy, and Environmental 
Law Certificate. Her LL.M. is in American Indian and 
Indigenous Peoples Law. She is an enrolled citizen of 
the Choctaw Nation and a descendent of the Chickasaw 
Nation and the Rosebud Sioux Tribe. Ms. Folsom 
teaches on the topics of judicial ethics and discipline, 
attorney licensure and discipline, court development, 
code development, caseflow management, procedural 
fairness, judicial skills, appellate skills, teambuilding, 
court security, succession and strategic planning, action 
planning, self-represented litigants, peacemaking and 
tribal-state-federal cooperation and collaboration. Ms. 
Folsom is a seasoned grant writer, peer reviewer and 
group facilitator. She is a member of the Oklahoma 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association.  

Ms. Folsom was the 2009 recipient of the Karen Morris 
Award for excellence in service to the faculty at The 
National Judicial College. Ms. Folsom joined the 
faculty of The National Judicial College in 2006. 

 
Marc Galanter was a Fulbright Scholar at the 
University of Delhi, a Fellow of the American Institute 
of Indian Studies and consultant on legal services to the 
Ford Foundation in India. He has lectured at more than 
eighty universities in the United States and abroad. He 
has taught South Asian Law, Law and Social Science, 
Legal Profession, Religion and the Law, Contracts, 
Dispute Processing and Negotiations. He has authored 
numerous books and articles related to law, the legal 
profession and the provision of legal services in India. 

 

Steven C. González was appointed to the Washington 
State Supreme Court effective January 1, 2012, and 
subsequently won a contested race for a six-year 
term. Before joining the Supreme Court, Justice 
González served for ten years as a trial judge on the 
King County Superior Court hearing criminal, civil, 
juvenile, and family law cases.  

Prior to his election to the King County Superior 
Court, Justice González practiced both criminal and 
civil law. He was an Assistant United States Attorney 
in the Western District of Washington, a Domestic 
Violence Prosecutor for the City of Seattle and an 
Associate in the Business Law Department at the 
Seattle law firm Hillis Clark Martin & Peterson.   

As an Assistant United States Attorney, Justice 
González was part of the team that successfully 
prosecuted the international terrorism case U.S. v. 
Ressam, for which he received two Department of 
Justice awards: the U.S. Attorney General’s Award 
for Distinguished Service and the Director’s Award 
for Superior Performance. He also prosecuted 
organized crime cases and served as the Hate Crimes 
Prosecution Coordinator. After September 11, he 
lectured on international terrorism prosecution to 
U.S. Attorneys in Washington D.C.   

Justice González earned his B.A. with Honors in East 
Asian Studies from Pitzer College and his J.D. from 
U.C. Berkeley School of Law (Boalt Hall) where he 
was the Technical Editor of the La Raza Law 
Journal. As a part of his undergraduate degree, Justice 
González studied at Waseda University in Tokyo, Japan 



and at Nanjing University in China. Before law school, 
he did graduate work in Economics at Hokkaido 
University on a scholarship from Rotary 
International. He received an Honorary Doctor of Laws 
Degree from Gonzaga University School of Law in 
2011 where he gave the commencement address. 

 
Paul Greenwood was first a barrister and then a 
solicitor in England for 13 years. After relocating to 
San Diego in 1991 he passed the California Bar and 
joined the DA's office in 1993. For the past nineteen 
years Paul has headed up the Elder Abuse 
Prosecution Unit at the San Diego DA’s Office. In 
1999 California Lawyer magazine named Paul as one 
of their top 20 lawyers of the year. 
He has prosecuted over 600 felony cases of both 
physical and financial elder abuse. He has also 
prosecuted ten murder cases.  

 
Alexes Harris is an Associate Professor of Sociology at 
the University of Washington and she also serves as an 
affiliate at the West Coast Poverty Center and Center 
for Studies in Demography an Ecology. She earned her 
MA (1999) and PhD (2002) in sociology from the 
University of California, Los Angeles.  A driving aim 
of her work is to produce empirically based research 
that is theoretically informed, and has real world policy 
implications for addressing social problems and 
inequality in the United States. Her reaching and 
teaching focuses on social stratification processes and 
racial ethnic disparities, particularly how contact with 
institutions like educational and criminal justice 
systems impact individual’s life chances. Dr. Harris’ 
current book project, A Pound of Flesh: Monetary 

Sanctions as a Permanent Punishment for Poor People, 
is under contract with Russell Sage and is part of the 
American Sociological Association's Rose Book Series. 
Her research for this book has already received 
widespread media attention from outlets like The New 

York Times, The Los Angeles Times, NPR, Mother 

Jones, Aljazeera, King5 News and The Seattle Times. 

Dr. Harris’ work has been published in a number of 
academic journals, including The American Journal of 

Sociology, American Sociological Review, Law and 

Society Review and Symbolic Interaction.  With a 
recently awarded grant, Dr. Harris is continuing her 
research on monetary sanctions to replicate and expand 
her Washington study in seven other states with 
collaborators. Dr. Harris has testified before the 

Washington State legislature and Washington State 
Supreme Court about racial and ethnic inequalities in 
the criminal justice system and sentencing practices.   
She was recently appointed by United States Attorney 
General to a four-year appointment on the Office of 
Justice Programs Science Advisory Board. 

 
Judge Judith Hightower is a Seattle Municipal Court 
Judge, elected in 1991. She handles adult criminal non-
felony cases. Seattle Municipal Court is a high volume 
court with 7 elected judges and a separate magistrate 
division that handles traffic infractions. Prior to the 
bench, Judge Hightower practiced criminal defense for 
Associated Counsel for the Accused, a Public Defense 
law firm. Judge Hightower has been presiding judge as 
well as on the Court’s Executive Committee. Active in 
the State Association for many years she was a member 
of the Associations Board and has participated or 
chaired the Diversity Committee, Education 
Committee, Judicial College Committee, State 
Conference Committee and Interpreter Commission. 
She was a long time member of the Washington State 
Bar Association’s Access to Justice Education 
Committee and Public Legal Education Council. Judge 
Hightower has also been active in the community 
outside the court including working with professors at 
her former law school on Domestic Violence education 
and Street Law Programs; Judicial Advisor to the SU 
Law Access to Justice Institute and the following 
former boards: Totem Council Girl Scouts leader and 
Board Member, Farestart, Matt Talbot Center, Park 
Lake Boys and Girls Club.  

 
Brittany Kauffman, as Director of the Rule One 

Initiative at IAALS, provides legal research and 
analysis, facilitates collaboration among stakeholders, 
and undertakes national outreach and advocacy to 
further the goal of improving the civil justice system. 
Previously, Kauffman practiced as a complex civil 
litigator with Arnold & Porter, LLP, focusing on 
appellate work and Environmental and Indian law. She 
also served as a law clerk for the Hon. Paul J. Kelly, Jr. 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals, Tenth Circuit. Kauffman 
received her J.D. from the University of Colorado 
School of Law and obtained her undergraduate degree 
from Colorado College. 

 
Judge Richard B. Kayne was appointed as the 
Medical Lake (WA) Municipal Court Judge in 1995. 



Since 1985, Judge Kayne served as Judge and Court 
Commissioner Pro Tem for Spokane and Pend 
Oreille County Superior Courts; Spokane, Lincoln, 
Whitman, Pend Oreille and Stevens County District 
Courts; and Municipal Court Judge Pro Tem for the 
cities of Airway Heights, Cheney, Colfax, Newport, 
and Spokane. Since 2011, he has served as a Tribal 
Court Judge for the Kalispel Tribe of Indians with 
Courts in Cusick (WA) and Airway Heights (WA). 
He is a 1977 graduate of Gonzaga University School 
of Law, where he has served as guest lecturer on 
mental health law. He has served as faculty at the 
National Judicial College, and faculty and the Dean 
of the Washington State Judicial College. He is the 
current education co-chair of the AJA and a member 
of its Board of Governors and Executive committee. 

 
Rebecca Love Kourlis is founder and Executive 
Director of IAALS – Institute for the Advancement of 
the American Legal System at the University of 
Denver. Prior to forming IAALS, she served Colorado’s 
judiciary for nearly two decades, first as a trial court 
judge and then as a Colorado Supreme Court justice. 
Kourlis began her career with the law firm of Davis 
Graham & Stubbs, and then started a small practice in 
rural northwest Colorado in natural resources law. In 
1987, she was appointed as a trial court judge with a 
general jurisdiction docket. She served as Water Judge 
and later as Chief Judge of the District. Kourlis was 
appointed to the Colorado Supreme Court in 1995 and 
resigned in 2006 to start IAALS. 

 
Steve Leben has been a judge on the Kansas Court of 
Appeals since 2007; he was a general-jurisdiction trial 
judge in Kansas from 1993 to 2007. Leben served as 
president of the American Judges Association in 2007, 
and he and Minneapolis Judge Kevin Burke that year 
wrote the AJA’s white paper on procedural fairness. 
Leben and Burke have since cofounded a website 
devoted to promoting procedural fairness in courts, 
ProceduralFairness.com. The National Center for State 
Courts named Leben the 2014 winner of its William H. 
Rehnquist Award for Judicial Excellence, largely in 
recognition of his work on procedural-fairness issues. 

 
Richard H. Levenstein is a graduate of Tulane 
University (BA 1974), (JD 1976).  He practices in the 
area of healthcare and business litigation.  He has been 
board certified by the Florida Bar in Business Litigation 

since 2002, and became a certified Circuit/Civil 
Mediator in 2011. He has been an active and 
contributing member of his State and local Bar 
Associations where he served on the Rules of Civil 
Procedure, Law Related Education and Judicial 
Independence Committees.  As part of his service on 
the Judicial Independence Committee he was involved 
in the co-development of the Adult Civics Education 
Program: “Benchmarks: Courts, Rights and the Rule of 
Law – Teaching Attorneys How to Teach Adults about 
Their Government”.  The Program has since been 
utilized throughout Florida and is used as a model 
across the country.  Richard works closely with local, 
state and national organizations to coordinate efforts to 
educate the public about the need for a fair, impartial 
and independent judiciary, with a goal to implement 
adult civics education programs in each one of the 50 
states.  He travels across the country making 
presentations to state bars and courts using the 
Benchmarks program and other similar programs as 
models, and teaching lawyers and judges how to and 
why they should become trainers and educators. 

 
James W. Loewen has made enormous contributions to 
Americans' understanding our past and present.  He is 
the author of Lies My Teacher Told Me which has sold 
more than a million copies and is still changing the way 
history is taught in American schools.  Jim Loewen 
taught race relations for twenty years at the University 
of Vermont. Previously he taught at predominantly 
black Tougaloo College in Mississippi. He now lives in 
Washington, D.C., continuing his research on how 
Americans remember their past. He is the author of 
numerous books including The Mississippi Chinese: 
Between Black and White; Lies Across America: What 
Our Historic Sites Get Wrong; Sundown Towns; 
Teaching What Really Happened, and The Confederate 
and Neo-Confederate Reader.  He has been an expert 
witness in more than 50 civil rights, voting rights, and 
employment cases. His awards include the First Annual 
Spivack Award of the American Sociological 
Association for "sociological research applied to the 
field of intergroup relations," the American Book 
Award (for Lies My Teacher Told Me), and the Oliver 
Cromwell Cox Award for Distinguished Anti-Racist 
Scholarship. He is also Distinguished Lecturer for the 
Organization of American Historians, Visiting 
Professor of Sociology at Catholic University in 
Washington, DC, and Visiting Professor of African-



American Studies at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana/Champaign. In 2012 the American Sociological 
Association gave Loewen its Cox-Johnson-Frazier 
Award, for "scholarship in service to social justice."  
He is the first white person ever to win this award.  
Also in 2012, the National Council for the Social 
Studies gave Loewen its "Spirit of America" Award, 
previously won by, inter alia, Jimmy Carter, Rosa 
Parks, and Mr. Rogers. 

 
Barbara Mack is a King County Superior Court Judge 
in Seattle, Washington.  She has served the last three 
years as a judge in Juvenile Court.  Judge Mack chairs 
the King County Task Force on Commercially Sexually 
Exploited Children.  She is active in the National 
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, and the 
Juvenile and Family Court Committee of the Superior 
Court Judges’ Association.  Before working in Juvenile 
Court, she presided over a wide variety of civil and 
criminal cases. Prior to her election to the bench, she 
served as a Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney in the 
King County Prosecutor’s Office.  Among her other 
work there, she investigated and prosecuted complex 
organized crimes and complex civil forfeitures.   Law is 
Judge Mack’s second career.   In her first, she co-
founded a Washington D.C.- based environmental 
organization, where she specialized in energy and 
coastal zone management issues, did grass roots 
organizing, and testified before Congress.  She also 
served as Deputy Under Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior. 

 
John A. Martin, Ph.D., is the Director of the State 
Justice Institute supported national Human Trafficking 
and the State Courts Collaborative.  He is recognized as 
an innovator in planning, management, performance 
measurement, and institutional development for courts, 
justice, and human service organizations.  For over 40 
years, he has consulted with courts, justice, and human 
service agencies of all types conducting grant-funded 
research, providing technical assistance, and teaching 
court practitioners. His writings have appeared in over 
150 publications including books, monographs, book 
chapters and articles.  Dr. Martin received a Ph.D. from 
the School of Public Affairs of the University of 
Colorado. 

 
Linda McCulloh is a Senior Attorney in the Center for 
Judicial Education and Research of the Judicial Council 

of California. She has been teaching programs on the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). She has 
conducted training and presentations to the National 
Conference of Appellate Court Clerks, National 
Association of State Judicial Educators, the California 
courts, State Bar of California, Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals, Practising Law Institute, County 
Counsel Association and many organizations. Ms. 
McCulloh was the keynote speaker on ADA 
accessibility issues at many bar associations programs, 
including the Los Angeles County Bar, Alameda 
County Bar and the Beverly Hills Bar Associations. Ms. 
McCulloh has authored and co-wrote several 
publications including the State Bar of California’s 
brochures on “I Have A Disability: What Are My 
Employment Rights Under the California Fair 
Employment & Housing Act?” and “Disability 
Awareness: How To Accommodate Persons With 
Disabilities.” 

 
Hon. LeRoy McCullough, Judge, King County 
Superior Court. Previously: Drug Court Presiding 
Judge, Juvenile Court, Seattle; Chief Judge, Regional 
Justice Center, Kent; Chief Hearing Examiner, City of 
Seattle; Assistant Attorney General, DSHS Division, 
litigated dependency, child abuse and welfare cases in 
King and Snohomish Counties; Administrative Law 
Judge, Office of Administrative Hearings, Employment 
Security Division: adjudicated employer tax and 
unemployment insurance matters, Olympia and Seattle; 
Private practice, Conley and Scales, Seattle:  Civil and 
general practice. Graduated: Bachelor of Arts, 
University of Washington, Seattle, WA; Juris 
Doctorate, University of Washington, Seattle, WA; and  
National Judicial College, Reno, Nevada. 

 
Mike McElroy has provided interpreters and training 
for Local, State, and Federal agencies for nearly 40 
years. He’s been with the King County Prosecutors 
Office since 1988. He’s served consecutive terms on 
the Washington State Court Interpreter Commission at 
the request of the Chief Justice. He has also served on 
Advisory Boards for Refugee resettlement programs, 
the Seattle -King Co. Department of Public Health, and 
has investigated interpreter programs outside 
Washington at the request of the United States Dept. of 
Justice. Previous employers include: Seattle Police, 
International Rescue Committee, and Joint Voluntary 
Agency in Thailand. 



 

Brian MacKenzie retired from the bench of the 52nd 
District Court, located in Novi Michigan, after almost 
twenty-seven years of service.  During his time on the 
bench he was honored by the Foundation for the 
Improvement of Justice with the Paul H. Chapman 
medal, for significant contributions to the American 
Criminal Justice System.  He has received numerous 
other awards for his community based programs. 

Judge MacKenzie is currently the President of the 
American Judges Association. From 2008 to 2010 
Judge MacKenzie was the American Bar 
Association/National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration Judicial Fellow.  

Judge MacKenzie has written and lectured 
throughout the country on issues including veterans 
treatment courts, domestic violence, drug treatment 
courts, driving impaired by alcohol or other drugs and 
court/media relations. He is the co-editor of the book 
Michigan Criminal Procedure.  His most recent 
article is Extrajudicial Speech: Judicial Ethics in the 
New Media Age published  by the Reynolds Courts & 
Media Law Journal.  

Judge MacKenzie received his Juris Doctorate from 
Wayne State University Law School in 1974. He  is 
married to Karen MacKenzie. He has three children; 
Kate, David and Breanna and three grandsons, 
Daniel, Raymond and Henry. 

 
Dr. John Medina is a developmental molecular 
biologist focused on the genes involved in human brain 
development and the genetics of psychiatric disorders. 
He has spent most of his professional life as a private 
research consultant, working primarily in the 
biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries on 
research related to mental health. Medina is an affiliate 
Professor of Bioengineering at the University of 
Washington School of Medicine. Medina (Meh-DEE-
nuh) was the founding director of the Talaris Research 
Institute, a Seattle-based research center originally 
focused on how infants encode and process information 
at the cognitive, cellular, and molecular levels. Awards 
In 2004, Medina was appointed to the rank of affiliate 

scholar at the National Academy of Engineering. He 

has been named Outstanding Faculty of the Year at 
the College of Engineering at the University of 

Washington; the Merrill Dow/Continuing Medical 

Education National Teacher of the Year; and, twice, 

the Bioengineering Student Association Teacher of 

the Year. Medina has been a consultant to the 
Education Commission of the States and a regular 
speaker on the relationship between neurology and 
education. He also writes the "Molecules of the Mind" 
column for the Psychiatric Times. 

 
Justice Susan Owens: On November 7, 2000, Judge 
Susan Owens was elected the seventh woman to serve 
on the Washington State Supreme Court.  She joined 
the Court after serving nineteen years as District Court 
Judge in Western Clallam County, where she was the 
County's senior elected official with five terms.  She 
also served as the Quileute Tribe's Chief Judge for five 
years and Chief Judge of the Lower Elwha S'Klallam 
Tribe for six plus years. Justice Owens attended college 
at Duke University.  She attended law school at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, receiving 
her JD in 1975.  She was admitted to the Oregon State 
Bar in 1975 and the Washington State Bar in 1976. 
Justice Owens serves on the Rules Committee, the 
Bench-Bar-Press Committee, and the Board for Judicial 
Administration.  She is the Court’s chair for the Fall 
Judicial Conference.  She also serves on the 
Washington State Bar Association’s Leadership 
Institute Advisory Board. 

 
Gregory Parks' research focuses on both race and law 
issues as well as social science and law issues. While 
generally interested in the application of cognitive and 
social psychology to law, his work, to date, has 
specifically focused on what implicit 
(automatic/unconscious) attitudes and biases portend 
for the law. Professor Parks' scholarship also focuses on 
black fraternal networks and their relation to the law--
e.g., biographies of prominent African American 
lawyers and judges who were/are life-long members of 
these organizations, the role of these organizations in 
African Americans' quest for social justice and civil 
rights, and the legal issues around violent hazing within 
these organizations. Professor Parks has authored or 
edited nearly ten scholarly books, such as 12 Angry 
Men: True Stories of Being a Black Man in America 
Today (The New Press 2011), The Obamas and a (Post) 
Racial America? (Oxford University Press 2011), and 
Alpha Phi Alpha: A Legacy of Greatness, the Demands 
of Transcendence (University Press of Kentucky 2011). 



Professor Parks is currently working on a book (with 
Cornell Law Professor Jeffrey Rachlinski) on 
unconscious race bias and law, under contract with 
Oxford University Press. Professor Parks has also 
authored more than a half dozen law review articles. 
Prior to coming to Wake Forest, Professor Parks 
practiced in Trial Group in the D.C. office of 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP. He has also been a 
Visiting Fellow at Cornell Law School and a law clerk 
on both the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit (Hon. Andre M. Davis) and the District 
of Columbia Court of Appeals (Hon. Anna Blackburne-
Rigsby).  

 
Annette Boyd Pitts is the founding Executive Director 
of the Florida Law Related Education Association, Inc., 
a private, nonprofit, nonpartisan civic and law-focused 
education organization. Pitts is a respected civic and 
law education advocate, author, program developer, 
curriculum designer, trainer, and education policy 
consultant. She has worked in over 25 countries to 
advance education for democracy efforts and has 
administered trilateral international partnerships in 
Eastern/Central Europe and Latin America. Providing 
services for three decades to teachers, students, and the 
legal/judicial communities, Pitts is the recipient of the 
National Improvements in Justice Award, the Sandra 
Day O’Connor Award for Advancements in Civic 
Education, American Bar Association Isidore Starr 
Award for Excellence in Law Related Education, the 
Council for the Social Studies Outstanding Citizen 
Award, and The Florida Bar President’s Merit Award 
for her contributions to public education and the justice 
system. Most recently, Pitts was recognized as one of 
25 Women You Need To Know. Pitts serves as National 
Education Chair for the Informed Voters Project, a 
program of the National Association of Women Judges. 
She also serves as state director for numerous national 
civic and law-focused initiatives including iCivics, We 
the People...the Citizen and the Constitution program, 
Project Citizen, and mock trial, among others. She has 
authored numerous articles published in the 
International Journal of Social Education, The Council 

for Basic Education, the American Forum, Quality 

Cities, The Florida Bar Journal, The Florida Voter, 

Social Education, The Federal Lawyer, and others. Pitts 
has served on the Supreme Court of Florida Justice 
Teaching Select Committee, the Long Range Planning 
Committee for the Judicial Branch, and the National 

Alliance on Civic Education Task Force on Public 
Support and Advocacy, among others. She has worked 
with various committees within the Florida Department 
of Education to assist in the development of state 
standards in the area of civics and government. 
Working with then Chief Justice Gerald Kogan, Pitts 
developed the inaugural Florida Supreme Court Justice 
Teaching Institute, a multi-day training program for 
Florida teachers. All seven Supreme Court Justices 
serve as faculty for the institute using a case study 
approach. The program continues today and serves as a 
national model. Pitts serves as faculty for the institute 
and assists in the planning and administration of the 
program. Pitts is the principal author of The Florida Bar 
Benchmarks program, an adult public education 
initiative of The Florida Bar Constitutional Judiciary 
Committee. Pitts has contributed to the development of 
multiple state partnership initiatives between the 
judicial and education communities including the 
Justice Teaching Program. Her primary area of interest 
includes educating the public about the courts and the 
judiciary. Pitts has developed a wealth of materials on 
the state courts, the rule of law, and the American legal 
system. She trains attorneys, judges, and teachers 
regularly throughout Florida and the United States. Pitts 
holds a graduate degree from Florida State University 
College of Education and is currently enrolled in a 
graduate program at Harvard. She may be contacted at 
staff@flrea.org. 

 
Jeffrey Rachlinski is the Henry Allen Mark Professor 
of Law at Cornell Law School.  He holds a B.A. and an 
M.A. in psychology from the Johns Hopkins 
University, a J.D. from Stanford Law School, and a 
Ph.D. in Psychology from Stanford.   In 1994, 
Rachlinski joined the faculty at Cornell Law School.  
He has also served as visiting professor at the 
University of Chicago, the University of Virginia, the 
University of Pennsylvania, Yale, and Harvard.  
Rachlinski’s research interests primarily involve the 
application of cognitive and social psychology to law 
with special attention to judicial decision making.  He 
has presented his research on judicial decision making 
to audiences in attendance at over 70 judicial education 
conferences, which have included over 5,000 judges in 
a dozen states and three countries. 

 
Dr. Jennifer Richeson is the John D. & Catherine T. 
MacArthur Professor of Psychology at Northwestern 



University, where she is also a Faculty Fellow at the 
Institute for Policy Research and Professor of African 
American Studies. She received a Sc.B from Brown 
University, and a MA and Ph.D. in social psychology 
from Harvard University. Prior to joining Northwestern 
University in 2005, she taught in the Department 
Psychological and Brain Sciences at Dartmouth 
College, and was a visiting fellow at Stanford 
University's Research Institute of Comparative Studies 
in Race and Ethnicity. Professor Richeson’s research 
examines psychological phenomena related to cultural 
diversity. Her work generally considers the ways in 
which sociocultural group memberships such as race, 
gender, and socio-economic status shape the way 
people think, feel, and behave, especially during 
interactions with members of different sociocultural 
groups. Professor Richeson’s work has been published 
in various scholarly journals, including Psychological 

Science, Nature Neuroscience, and Journal of 

Experimental Social Psychology, as well as appearing 
in popular publications such as The Economist and The 

New York Times. In 2009 she received the 
Distinguished Scientific Award for Early Career 
Contributions to Psychology from the American 
Psychological Association (APA), and in 2006 she was 
named one of 25 MacArthur “Genius” Fellows for her 
work as a leader in “highlighting and analyzing major 
challenges facing all races in America and in the 
continuing role played by prejudice and stereotyping in 
our lives.” Through her research and teaching, 
Professor Richeson hopes to contribute to a better 
understanding of intergroup relations, as well as to 
elucidate pitfalls in current approaches to managing 
diversity. 

 
Valiant Richey is a King County Senior Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney.  Val works in the Special Assault 
Unit where he prosecutes cases involving sex 
trafficking and the purchase of children for sex.  He is 
also one of two coordinators for a King County 
initiative named “Buyer Beware: A Partnership to End 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation.” Val has conducted 
numerous trainings on sex trafficking for law 
enforcement, service providers and the general public.  
In 2013, he was appointed to the Commercially 
Sexually Exploited Children Statewide Coordinating 
Committee.  He has a BA and MA in Political Science 
from Boston University and a JD from the University of 
Washington. 

 
Judge Stan Rumbaugh was elected to the Pierce 
County Superior Court bench in 2012, following 30 
years as founding partner in a civil litigation law firm. 
He continues his 20 years of service as Commissioner 
on the Tacoma Housing Authority, serves on the 
Washington State Sentencing Guideline Commission 
and the Media Outreach and Criminal Law and Rules 
Committee of the Washington Superior Court Judges 
Association. Past community and professional service 
includes Board of Trustees, Bates Technical College; 
Board of Governors Washington State Association for 
Justice; Board of Directors Centro Latino Ser and many 
other private and public boards and committees. 

 
Lynn Hecht Schafran, Esq. is an internationally 
recognized attorney and Director since 1981 of the 
National Judicial Education Program (NJEP), 
www.njep.org, a project of Legal Momentum in 
cooperation with the National Association of Women 
Judges.  She has designed and presented model 
curricula for numerous state and federal judicial 
colleges, with a particular focus on sexual assault and 
the intersection of sexual assault and domestic 
violence.  She is co-author of the web course Intimate 

Partner Sexual Abuse: Adjudicating This Hidden 

Dimension of Domestic Violence Cases, www.njep-
ipsacourse.org, and author of the Judicature article 
 “Risk assessment and intimate partner sexual abuse: 
The hidden dimension of domestic violence,” (2010). 

 
Dr. Francis X. Shen is the Executive Director of 
Education and Outreach activities for the MacArthur 
Foundation Research Network on Law and 
Neuroscience, and a McKnight Land-Grant Professor 
and Associate Professor of Law at the University of 
Minnesota. Professor Shen conducts empirical and 
interdisciplinary research at the intersection of law and 
the brain sciences. He has co-authored the first law 
coursebook on Law and Neuroscience (Aspen 
Publishers, 2014), and has explored the implications of 
cognitive neuroscience for criminal law, tort, and 
legislation in the United States. Additional research 
areas of focus are criminal law and crime policy, and 
education law and policy. Professor Shen completed his 
B.A. in Economics and in English at the University of 
Chicago in 2000, his J.D. at Harvard Law School in 
2006, and his Ph.D. in Government and Social Policy at 
Harvard University and the Kennedy School of 



Government in 2008. During graduate school he was a 
doctoral fellow in the Harvard University 
Multidisciplinary Program in Inequality & Social 
Policy, supported by the National Science Foundation. 
His research has been published in a variety of outlets 
in law, political science, psychology, and education, 
and he has co-authored two books, The Education 
Mayor (Georgetown, 2007) and The Casualty Gap 
(Oxford, 2010). In 2009 he joined the MacArthur 
Foundation Law and Neuroscience Project, at the 
University of California Santa Barbara, as a post-
doctoral research fellow. In 2010-11 he became 
associate director of the Project and a visiting scholar at 
Vanderbilt Law School. In 2011-12 he was a visiting 
assistant professor at Tulane University Law School 
and The Murphy Institute. 

 
DR. YVONNE STEDHAM is a Professor of Management 
and a 2010 UNR Foundation Professor in the College 
of Business at the University of Nevada, Reno (UNR). 
She received a Ph.D. in Business and an MBA from the 
University of Kansas. She teaches undergraduate and 
graduate courses in International Management as well 
as a graduate course on Mindful Leadership. Dr. 
Stedham is also faculty for the Ph.D. program in Social 
Psychology at UNR. Her research focuses on cross-
cultural aspects of management and business ethics as 
well as the role of mindfulness in business. Her 
research has been published in numerous academic 
journals, including the Journal of Business Ethics, 
Business Ethics: A European Review, Business Ethics 

Quarterly, the Asia Pacific Business Review, Journal of 

Management, Women in Management Review, the 

Journal of Management Studies, the Journal of 

Knowledge Management Practice and others. 
 

Dr. Stedham is the past President of the Nevada World 
Trade Council (NEWTRAC), served on the State 
Council for the Society for Human Resource 
Management (SHRM) and on the Board of Directors of 
many non-profit organizations. She has provides 
management training locally, including the Reno Police 
Department, REMSA, and various State agencies, and 
nationally for Chief and Presiding Judges. She designed 
and teaches a Mindful Leadership program for the 
Nevada Department of Transportation and provides 
workshops on Mindful Leadership. For more 
information see www.yvonnestedham.com. 
 

Please note that Dr. Stedham has completed most of the 
steps required for the Mindfulness Based Stress 
Reduction (MBSR) Program teaching certification 
through the Center for Mindfulness at the Medical 
School at the University of Massachusetts and been 
teaching MBSR in the Reno community 

 
Justice Debra L. Stephens has served on the 
Washington State Supreme Court since January, 2008. 
She previously served on Division Three of the Court 
of Appeals. Before taking the bench, Justice Stephens 
was the coordinator of an institutional amicus curiae 
program and an adjunct professor at Gonzaga 
University School of Law teaching state and federal 
constitutional law, community property, and appellate 
advocacy. A Spokane native, Justice Stephens earned 
both her undergraduate and law degrees from Gonzaga 
University. Justice Stephens currently serves on the 
Supreme Court Appellate Court Education, Court 
Education, Budget, Personnel, and Long Range 
Planning Committees. She is the Washington State 
Chair of ASTAR (Advanced Science and Technology 
Adjudication Resource Center), and Co-Chair of the 
National Advisory Board of the National Courts 
Science Institute, a successor organization to ASTAR. 
A proud member of the Washington State Minority and 
Justice Commission, Justice Stephens regularly 
volunteers at youth and justice events across the state. 
She also serves on the YMCA Youth and Government 
Advisory Board. 

 
Kathy Story MA JD is a facilitator, consultant, and 
coach with over 25 years experience in law, education 
and counseling. She works with law firms, bar 
associations, CLE regulators, state court systems, the 
National Advocacy Center, and professional 
organizations to improve legal practice and satisfaction. 
Kathy designs and delivers leadership institutes, 
resilience workshops, and faculty development 
programs for attorneys and judges, and has been an 
invited speaker at numerous national conferences. 
Kathy served as associate director of the Leadership 
Institute in Judicial Education, practiced law with a 
firm and at a university, and clerked for a federal 
appellate court. She can be contacted at 
kathystoryconsulting@gmail.com. 

 
Hon. David Suntag has been a State of Vermont trial 
court judge since 1990, taking active-retired status in 



early 2015. He has presided over criminal, family and 
civil docket courts as well as multi-jurisdictional rural 
courts. Prior to being appointed to the bench, Judge 
Suntag practiced law for thirteen years as a trial 
attorney. He held the positions of Chief of the Vermont 
Attorney General’s Criminal Justice Division and Chief 
Counsel to the Vermont Commissioner of Corrections. 
Judge Suntag received his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Connecticut and his J.D. from Vermont 
Law School. He has been a faculty member of the 
National Judicial College since 2004, a faculty member 
of the Vermont Judicial College and served on the 
Vermont Judicial College Education Committee. He 
has been an instructor for the Vermont Police Academy 
and a guest presenter for Vermont Law School. Judge 
Suntag served for six years as a co-chair of the Vermont 
Council on Family Violence, helped create, and 
presided over the first integrated domestic violence 
docket in Vermont, an innovative program that is 
highlighted in the June 2013 edition of the National 
Center for State Court’s (NCSC) “New Trends in State 
Courts 2013” publication. He is a member of the 
Family Violence Advisory Committee of the National 
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 
(NCJFCJ), former chairperson and member of the 
Vermont Criminal Division Oversight Committee and 
former member the Vermont Criminal Rules 
Committee. He has taught on many topics across the 
country including: procedural fairness, self-represented 
litigants, domestic violence (and the interplay of all 
three topics); judicial demeanor; bench skills; jury 
issues and innovations; handling difficult people in the 
courtroom; contempt; juvenile law and procedure; and 
faculty development for the National Judicial College 
as well as for many state judicial education programs. 
Most recently, he helped design and co-present a 
procedural fairness program for the judiciary of 
Trinidad and Tobago. Judge Suntag’s 2013 article 
“Procedural Fairness, Swift and Certain Sanctions: 
Integrating the Domestic Violence Docket” can be 
found on the NCSC website. 

 
Kelly Tait, M.A., is an adjunct professor and a 
communication consultant who designs and conducts a 
variety of communication skills seminars. She 
specializes in the application of adult learning 
principles to justice system education. Ms. Tait’s areas 
of expertise include courtroom communication skills, 
procedural fairness, communicating with self-

represented litigants, social cognition and decision-
making, implicit bias, intercultural communication, 
customer service in the courts, facilitation skills, and 
faculty development. In addition to seminars, she 
provides individual feedback to judges, attorneys, and 
court staff about demeanor. Prof. Tait has taught justice 
system professionals across the United States and 
Canada as well as in Russia, Ukraine, Macedonia, 
Philippines, and the Caribbean. She has been on faculty 
of the National Judicial College since 2002. She has 
taught for the National Tribal Judicial Center, National 
Association of Women Judges, National Center for 
Courts and Media, National Association of 
Administrative Law Judges, California Judicial 
Council, Supreme Court of Virginia, New York State 
Judicial Institute, and the Nevada State Bar Association 
among many other organizations. She has taught 
communication at the University of Nevada for 17 
years, as well as teaching for the University of 
Maryland in Heidelberg, Germany. The university 
courses she teaches include intercultural 
communication, business and professional speaking, 
and small group communication. Prof. Tait is President 
of the National Association of State Judicial Educators 
(NASJE) and is a long-term member of the NASJE 
News Editorial Board and the NASJE Diversity, 
Fairness, and Access Committee. She is one of the co-
authors of the U. S. bench book “Handling Cases 
Involving Self-Represented Litigants: A National 
Bench Guide for Judges. 

 
Karen M. Thorson was involved in judicial branch 
education for more than 22 years, directing judicial 
branch education in Arizona and then in California.   
She has supported the National Association of State 
Judicial Educators (NASJE) by serving in many 
capacities, initially as a regional director and eventually 
as president. On behalf of the association, she was the 
primary organizer of the 1999 National Symposium on 
the Future of Judicial Branch Education, an event 
funded by the State Justice Institute and attended by 
teams from almost every state and national judicial 
branch education provider.   In retirement she has 
continued to support the association by serving as the 
primary author, working with the NASJE Curriculum 
Committee, to produce a comprehensive curriculum for 
judicial branch educators. She holds master’s degrees in 
Education, with an emphasis in adult education, and in 
Psychology, with emphasis in organizational 



development. She is the co-author of two JERITT 
monographs: Monograph 4: Curriculum, Program, and 
Faculty Development: Managing People, Process and 
Product and Monograph 5: Program Management: 
Managing Deadlines, Details, Activities and People.   
Karen is the recipient of the 2000 Distinguished Service 
Award from the Arizona Supreme Court, the 2002 
Warren E. Burger Award from the National Center for 
State Courts, the 2005 Judicial Administration Award 
from the Judicial Council of California, and was the 
first recipient of the Karen M. Thorson Award from 
NASJE in 2012, an award the association named after 
her. 

 
Hon. Martha L. Walters joined the Oregon Supreme 
Court as an Associate Justice in October 2006. Before 
joining the court, Justice Walters practiced law for 
almost 30 years in Eugene, emphasizing employment 
law and civil litigation as well as general civil practice. 
Justice Walters was born in 1950, and grew up in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. She graduated from the University 
of Michigan with distinction (B.A., 1972) and the 
University of Oregon School of Law (JD 1977; Order 
of the Coif). 

 
Gary L. Wells is Professor of Psychology and the 
Stavish Chair in the Social Sciences at Iowa State 
University. His scientific studies of eyewitness memory 
are widely known and cited. He has received more than 
$3million in funding from the National Science 
Foundation for his research on eyewitness identification 
and his findings have been incorporated into standard 
textbooks in psychology and law. His research-based 
proposals on lineup procedures, such as his idea of 
double-blind lineups, are being widely accepted by law 
enforcement across the U.S. Wells has worked with 
prosecutors and police across the U.S. to reform 
eyewitness identification procedures. 

 
Oliver J. Williams, Ph.D., Professor of School of 
Social Work at the University of Minnesota, in St. Paul. 
From 1994 to 2011 he was the Executive Director of 
the Institute on Domestic Violence in the African 
American Community (IDVAAC). In October 2011 he 
began serving as Co-Executive Director of IDVAAC. 
He has also served as the Director of the Safe Return 
Initiative that addresses the issues of prisoner reentry 
and domestic violence from 2003-2015. He has worked 
in the field of domestic violence for more than thirty 

years. Dr. Williams has been a clinical practitioner; 
working in mental health, family therapy, substance 
abuse, child welfare, delinquency, sexual assault, and 
domestic violence. He has worked in battered women's 
shelters, developed curricula for batterers' intervention 
programs and facilitated counseling groups in these 
programs. He has provided training across the United 
States and abroad on research and service-delivery 
surrounding partner abuse. He has been appointed to 
several national advisory committees and task forces 
from the Center for Disease Control, U.S. Department 
of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. 
Office on Women’s Health, and the U.S. Department of 
Education. He has been a board member of various 
domestic violence and human service organization 
including the early days of the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline; also the National Family Justice 
Center Alliance Advisory Board, 2006 to 2015. In 
2000, he was appointed to the National Advisory 
Council on Domestic Violence by the U.S. Secretary of 
Health and Human Services and U.S. Attorney General. 
In 2010 he participated in a Roundtable with the U.S. 
Attorney General on issues related to fatherhood and 
participated in a Whitehouse Roundtable on Fatherhood 
and Domestic Violence. He has presented on challenges 
and approaches to addressing domestic violence in 
various African Countries at the UN. He has conducted 
training for the U.S. Military Family Advocacy 
programs in the U.S. and abroad and presented to 
numerous Family Violence, Research and Practice 
organizations in the United States and Abroad. Dr. 
Williams' research and publications in scholarly 
journals, books, reports and DVD’s have centered on 
creating service delivery strategies to reduce violent 
behavior and support victims of abuse. Dr. Williams 
received a bachelor's degree in social work from 
Michigan State University; a Masters in Social Work 
from Western Michigan University; a Masters in Public 
Health and a PH.D in Social Work both from the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

 
Ye-Ting Woo is an Assistant United States Attorney in 
the Terrorism and Violent Crimes Unit of the United 
States Attorney’s Office for the Western District of 
Washington.  She attended Washington University in 
St. Louis, Missouri, and received her Juris Doctorate 
from the School of Law, and her Masters in Social 
Work from the George Warren Brown School of Social 
Work, in 1990.  Prior to joining the United States 



Attorney’s Office, Ms. Woo was a King County Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney, handling felony domestic 
violence and sexual assault prosecutions, and was an 
associate attorney at the law firm of Graham & Dunn 
where she specialized in franchise and banking 
litigation.  In 1995, Ms. Woo joined the United States 
Attorney’s Office.  Presently, in the Terrorism and 
Violent Crimes Unit, Ms. Woo is a Tribal Liaison and 
responsible for the prosecution of federal crimes 
committed in Indian Country, with a focus on VAWA 
crimes and sexual assault and other sex offenses.  Ms. 
Woo previously served as the Office’s Human 
Trafficking coordinator and in that capacity, Ms. Woo 
has been a presenter on investigation and prosecution of 
human trafficking crimes at conferences and trainings 
held in Canada, Azerbaijan, Nambia, Zimbabwe, 
Taiwan, and throughout the United States.  In 2011, 
Ms. Woo served as a Legal Advisor on Human 
Trafficking in Taiwan for the U.S. State Department 
and the U.S. Department of Justice. 


