
                       
  
 
 
 

From the Principal. 
 

Dear Yorkville Community School/ PS 151 Families, 
 
As we head into the second half of the school year, we continue to celebrate who we are, and how we 
can educate others in a purposeful and inspirational way. YCS Core Values, the values we hold which 
form the foundation on which we perform work and conduct ourselves are Honesty, Responsibility, 
Respect, and Kindness. The core values are the basic elements of how we go about our work.  They are 
the practices we use every day in everything we do.  
 
This month, we recognize Black History Month. To launch this month, we participated in A Day of 
Service, on January 24th, inspired by the great Martin Luther King Jr, a man whose practice we strive to 
emulate on a daily basis at YCS, by acknowledging and respecting, equally, the value of all people.   
This month, we focus on the black experience and the effect of society on them and their impact 
within society. Carter G. Woodson, founded Black History Month in February 1926. Woodson was the 
second black American to receive a PhD in history from Harvard and it is said that he believed that his 
role was to use black history and culture in a way to support racial uplift and that he chose the second 
week of February in order to celebrate the birthday of Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. Classrooms 
throughout our school have been highlighting varied influential individuals that have had an impact on 
our world both past and present. Our teachers have been presenting information, through age 
appropriate read alouds, arts projects and conversation.  
 
Our goal is celebrate the history of all of the varied cultures represented in our school and beyond. We 
strive to integrate opportunities for our students to learn about the past and how it has shaped our 
world, recognize people across cultures and celebrate who we are and where we come from.  

 
We are currently launching new thematic studies in every grade. Our students will continue to research 
and share important information and continue to be informed on ways to give back to our community. 
As a culmination to their Pet Study, our Kindergarten classes took field trips to the ASPCA to make 
donations to support the animals that they learned all about in their study.   Next, they will be studying 
Plant and Gardens and classes will be caring for class “greenhouses”! Our First Grade have launched 
their Restaurant study, and  will begin their study sharing about themselves, family traditions and 
cultures that influence the foods that they eat. They will be learning about foods from different 
countries, their similarities and differences and how the environment plays a key part in what is eaten. 
Not only will they be visiting restaurants, but they will be transforming their classrooms into 
restaurants! Reservations will be accepted for YCS Restaurant Week, at the end of the study, a time 
where they will share what they have learned, provide a unique dining experience and donate their 
proceeds to the New York Common Pantry, “YCP's Pantry Program is New York City's largest 
community-based food pantry and is designed to meet the needs of our families by providing culturally- 
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appropriate and nutritiously-balanced food….   The overall goal of the Program is to serve as a bridge 
back to health, well-being and self-sufficiency for our homeless and hungry clients. The Second Grade is 
culminating their sea-creature study with amazing performances, choreographed with Mr. Jason, along 
with scenic design support from Ms. Jessica and musical composition with Ms. Annabelle. Their  
Sea-Creature Living  Museum raised money to donate to the World Wildlife Federation, Our Third 
graders are engaged in Case Studies of Communities Around the World (Asia, Africa, Europe) /The 
World Beyond YCS. They are answering the essential question, “How does location influence the 
development and culture of a community?”  Teaching points include, but are not limited to:    
*Cultures and civilizations develop and change over time *Changes can be observed in a person’s way 
of life*Rich cultural traditions can be passed down in a variety of ways*Important contributions 
(inventions, folk tales, music, art, technology, geographical resources)*Location and key geographical 
features*Impact of geography and climate*Economic systems and trade*Important 
contributions*Celebrations and important events*Family structures. Our Fourth Graders are charging 
into their study on the American Revolution and will be publishing newspapers based on the 
perspectives of the loyalists and the Patriots. Congratulations to our Fifth grade for their participation 
in the Constitution Works Program. This law-related/civics program, through the Justice Resource 
Center, provided us with case materials aligned with Common Core and an opportunity for our 
students to role-play their case in a federal court!  

 
International Night, hosted by our PTA on January 25st, was a huge success! Our café was transformed 
into an interactive world map- it was so great to see so many families sharing information about their 
cultures. We had a great time, dancing, singing and sharing about who we are and where we come 
from. Thank you to all of the families that donated their time whether it was to make food, share about 
their countries of origin, or even help to clean up.  
 
Report cards will be sent home with students on March 4th. Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held 
on Thursday, March 5th, (sign-up notices have been sent home).  
 
 
 
Yours Truly,  

Samantha Kaplan 
Principal 
 

 
                                            YCS/DOE State Standard Aligned REPORT CARDS 
Students’ academic performance is one important measure of their progress and success. Grading 
policies and procedures are an important component of the instructional program, as they define the 
standards by which teachers determine student outcomes. Meaningful data on student progress and 
performance can help to inform schools’ curricular, instructional, and organizational decisions.  
 
The Standards based scale is used to support your child’s academic and social growth by providing you 
with grades that best reflect your child’s ability. Grading is based on formal and informal assessments  
 



 
that are implemented on a daily basis. As you read your child’s report card, please keep in mind that it is 
meant to be one of many tools used to support and track your child’s development.  
 
Our students are graded using an on-track system, students being on-track toward meeting the CCSS 
and/or relevant content standards by the end of the year.  Each child is evaluated as an individual, not 
in comparison to another child. Please do not grow concerned if your child receives a 1 or no 4’s. If there  
are categories where your child is below and/or approaching standards, goals have been established to 
help your child meet the standards. You may notice that your child is exceeding grade level standards at 
this time. In this case, enrichment opportunities are being provided to challenge and engage your child. 
If your child is below grade level expectations in a particular area(s) of focus, modified instructional 
practices will continue to be applied in order to maximize your child’s success as an independent 
learner.  As the year progresses and expectations and goals change to reflect our current units of 
study, so may your child’s level in a particular area. Remember, our goal is to maximize the academic 
and social development of all of our students. Our continued assessment and observation practices 
enable us to provide engaging, scaffolded, individualized and authentic learning experiences for all of 
our students.  Parent-Teacher conferences are a good time to explore ways to support your child. Your 
child’s teacher can offer suggestions and strategies for you to utilize at home, further strengthening the 
home-school connection.  
 
The 1-4 grading scale is standard for elementary schools. Grades in this scale are defined as follows:  
CCSS Grading Scale 
4= Excels in Standards 
For this marking period, child is exceeding grade level expectations in the area of focus. Child responds 
to instruction, displays evidence of understanding the material covered, and engages in higher level 
thinking and problem solving. Teacher support is minimal. 
                            
3= Proficient  
For this marking period, child is performing at grade level expectations in the area of focus.  Child is 
responding to instruction and displays evidence of understanding the material covered, even with varied 
levels of teacher support. Teacher support is moderate. 
 
2= Below Standards  
For this marking period, child is approaching grade level expectations in the area of focus.  Child is 
beginning to respond to instruction and displays some evidence of understanding the material covered. 
The focus will be to continue to support child by providing them with strategies and skills to help them 
meet the grade level expectations. Teacher support is much to moderate. 
 
1=Well Below Grade Level 
For this marking period, child is performing way below grade level expectations in the area of focus.  
Child is rarely responding to instruction and displays very little evidence of understanding the material 
covered. The focus will be to continue to provide extra support to assist child’s development as an 
independent learner. Teacher support is significant and necessary, for most tasks to be completed. 
 
N/A= Not Applicable 
For this marking period, this standard is not applicable at this time. This is what students are expected to 
know by the end of the school year. Units of study taught will support this area of focus throughout the 
year.  
 
*You do not need to sign and return the report card, but sign and return the manila envelope to your 
child’s classroom teacher!    Please review the report card with your child. Together, you can set goals 
to further their academic and social development. 



 
 
 

 
 

   PROCDDURES AND POLICIES (REMINDER) 
 

Cold Weather Outdoor Play 
Children benefit from exercise and should be given the opportunity to play outside whenever possible. In 
accordance with DOE policy, unless it is there is ice on the playground, low temperatures should not be a 
barrier to outside play, as long as children are appropriately dressed.  The Health Department strongly 
encourages schools to maintain outdoor play periods on the vast majority of winter days. 
 

YCS Cell Phone and Electronic Devices Policy 
YCS has had, and will continue to maintain, the established Cell Phone and Electronic Devices Policy, as 
outlined in our Family Handbook. This policy is aligned with the new DOE expectations and will continue to be 
enforced.  
Students are permitted to have cell phones in school, but MUST follow the schools policy and procedures 
regarding cell phones:  

 
x Cell phones must be turned off and put in backpacks/out of site, before entering the school. 
x Cell phones may never be used during the school day. 
x In the case of an emergency, parents can call the school office phone, 212-722-5240, and we will convey the 

message. Parents should not call a child's cell phone during the day. 
x If a phone rings or a child uses a phone during the school day the phone or device will be confiscated by the 

staff member and given to an administrator.  
¾ First Offense: The phone will be confiscated, the parent/guardian will be called and the device will be 

returned, by an administrator, to the parent/guardian, or to a mutually agreed party, at the end of the school 
day (3:00PM)  

¾ On the second offense, the phone will be confiscated, the parent/guardian will be called by the school and the 
phone will be returned, by an administrator, to the parent/guardian at the end of the school day.  

¾ On the third offense, the phone will be confiscated, the parent/guardian will be called by the school and the 
phone will be returned, by an administrator, to the parent/guardian at the end of the conclusion of a 
conference between parent/guardian and administrator. 

¾ YCS will not be held responsible for any devices that are brought to school, that are lost or damaged. 
 



 

! Universal Literacy Initiative 
Coach’s Corner, Winter 2020 

Josephine Hendrix-Hansen, Reading Coach 

The Five Pillars of Literacy (+ Writing) 

Spotlight on Fluency & Comprehension 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Fluency?                                                                            

Fluency is the bridge between word recognition and reading 
comprehension. Fluent readers keep 3 things in mind (R.A.P.): 

1. Rate (the speed of which we read) 
2. Accuracy/Automaticity (words are recognized correctly 

without having to decode) 
3. Prosody (expression and phrasing to help communicate 

content in a meaningful way). 
 
What is Comprehension? 
The ability to process text and understand its meaning.  It is reading and 
getting meaning from what you read.   
Children need to be able to: 
 

1.  Decode what they read 
2.  Make connections between what they read and what they 

already know  
3.  Think deeply about what they have read. 

  

At Home Practices  
In order to support your child in fluency, try one of the four activities 
from below. 
 
1. Model fluent reading for your child by reading aloud daily. Be sure to 
use expression in your reading.  
  
2. Echo reading helps to build reading fluency. You read a phrase, 
sentence, or paragraph aloud to model fluent reading. Your child then 
reads the same phrase, sentence, or paragraph afterwards, like an echo. 
 
3.  Use paired reading to build reading fluency with your child.  First, you 
will read a poem or short passage to your child.  Then, you and the child 
will read the poem or passage together several times.  Finally, have your 
child read the poem or passage to you. 
 
In order to support your child in comprehension, try asking these 
different types of questions to your child during and after reading. 
 
1. Right There Questions:  Literal questions whose answers can be found 
in the text.  Often the words used in the question are the same words 
found in the text. 
 
2.  Think and Search Questions: Answers are gathered from several parts 
of the text and put together to make meaning. 
 
3.  Author and You:  These questions are based on information provided 
in the text but the student is required to relate it to their own experience.  
Although the answer does not lie directly in the text, the student must 
have read it in order to answer the question. 
 
4. On My Own:  These questions do not require the student to have read 
the passage, but he/she must use their background or prior knowledge to 
answer the question. 

Want to learn more? 
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/fluency-matters 
Fluency: What is it? Why is it important? 
 
https://www.storylineonline.net/ - A website featuring 
popular actors and actresses reading classic texts. 
Have your child read along with the actors to practice 
their fluency! 

Books to Read Together  

                                                    
Pete the Cat:                               Richard Wright and             Miss Bindergarten                                    
Valentine’s Day is Cool                the Library Card              Celebrates the 100th                                                      
By Kimbery & James Dean           By William Miller                By Joseph Slate                                                                                                            

It is never too early to get kids thinking about fluency! 
“Don’t Read Like a Robot” is a familiar song kindergarten students at YCS sing along to during their 

GoNoodle time.  Here is the link if you want to sing and dance along with your child at home! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjtPMiumixA 

 

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/fluency-matters
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjtPMiumixA


     SPECIALS @ YCS           
 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ Music Notes from Ms. Annabelle ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ 
 

Enjoy this great article about music and love: 
https://www.kindermusik.com/mindsonmusic/kindermusik/love-music-

magical-connection/ 
Pre-K:  
Students are identifying 
music instruments while 
playing an instrument 
matching game. They will 
learn, listen and move to 
Charlie Parker, a legendary 
Grammy Award–winning 
jazz saxophonist. 

Kindergarten:  
Students will play 
instruments in small groups 
while following musical cues. 
They will learn, listen and 
move to Charlie Parker, a 
legendary Grammy Award–
winning jazz saxophonist. 

First Grade:  
We had a great time at 
Carnegie Hall last month! 
The next genre of music is 
Bluegrass with Michael. 
They will also learn and sing 
“What a Wonderful World” 
sung by Louis Armstrong, a 
jazz singer and trumpeter. 

Second Grade:  
Students are very excited 
for the Sea Creature 
Performance on Feb. 14th at 
9 AM!  
They will also learn, listen 
and sing music by Ella 
Fitzgerald, one of the most 
exciting jazz singers of 
her time. 

Third Grade:  
Students are singing, 
listening and playing songs by 
Duke Ellington and Ella 
Fitzgerald. Duke was 
America's most brilliant jazz 
composer. Ella was one of 
the most exciting jazz 
singers of her time. 

Fourth Grade:  
Students are learning “Lean 
On Me” by Bill Withers, 
“Best Day of My Life” by 
American Authors and 
“Three Little Birds” by Bob 
Marley and “Best Day of My 
Life” by American Authors 
with C, F, G, and A minor 
(Am) chords.  

Fourth Grade Band: 
How can I become a better 
musician? How do you get 
to Carnegie Hall?  
Practice, practice, 
practice! �   
Make sure to fill out your 
practice logs. 

Fifth Grade Band: 
Thank you for attending our 
Winter Concert! It was a 
wonderful success. We will 
now begin to prepare for the 
Spring Concert! 

Fourth & Fifth Grade 
Chorus: Thank you for 
attending our Winter 
Concert! It was a wonderful 
success. We will now begin 
to prepare for the Spring 
Concert! 

 
 

https://www.kindermusik.com/mindsonmusic/kindermusik/love-music-magical-connection/
https://www.kindermusik.com/mindsonmusic/kindermusik/love-music-magical-connection/


Art with Ms. Jessica 
Fifth graders are wrapping up their triptych piece. These students have worked 
incredibly hard and it all paid off. Each and every student has brought their skills to a 
new level in their development of contour line drawing, use of color, and overall 
composition. As a part of our ongoing recognition of the many diverse artists of our time, 
some students have recognized various black artists to be inspired by including Kahinde 
Wiley and Jean Michelle Basqiat.  In the coming weeks, fifth graders will be working to 
create unique and creative yearbook picture frames. 
 
 
The fourth grade is launching an exploration in line and color to create optical illusion 
for their next piece. They will be examining pieces by M.C. Escher, Bridget Riley, Jesús 
Rafael Soto and various op artists as inspiration. We were able to highlight almost every 
student’s completed Mannahatta Flora and Fauna watercolor on the bulletin boards in 
the west lobby and up on the fifth floor. Check out their beautiful work! 
 
 
Highlighted in the main lobby and the Art Studio’s bulletin boards are many of the third 
grade students’ completed mosaic projects. Each student should celebrate their 
beautiful work on this project which explored mosaics from across the continents! They 
are now moving on to immerse themselves in Chinese brush painting as a component 
of their thematic units of study. Artists are learning about the unique materials and 
techniques used for this ancient method of painting.  
 
 
Second graders have collaborated to create some incredible papier mache sea 
creatures by transforming materials like cartons, paper towel rolls, foil, and bubble wrap 
with lots and lots of tape and carefully coating them with papier mache. They might still 
be wet with paint for their sea creature performances! 
  
As first graders delve into the Restaurant Study in their classrooms, in the art studio, 
they are beginning to study Wayne Thiebaud’s many food paintings. Students will take 
inspiration from favorite foods as they continue to develop their skills in drawing, 
painting, and collage. They have completed the Peter Sis inspired mural, so keep an 
eye out for this masterpiece! 
 
 
Kindergarten is beginning a self portrait study, tactilely examining the proportions of 
the face and quickly sketching with dry erase markers based on their reflections. They 
will work to develop some realistic methods of depicting the various features of the face.  
 
PreK are using paint to prepare materials for future STEAM activities. Various recycled 
materials will be used with straws to connect and reform into new creations. Exploration 
of 2D and 3D materials continues to fuel their work. 
 



    Science with Ms. Mariel 
YCS kindergarteners are learning about force by exploring some of their favorite 

machines.  We have used videos, read-alouds, pictures, and acting to find out how an 
excavator, crane, cement mixer, and bulldozer work and how they make work easier for 
humans.  In addition, we have talked about some machines we see in our classroom or at 
home, such as pencil sharpeners, fans, washing machines, or even mixers for cooking. As we 
continue throughout this unit, we will learn more about being builders and using machines to 
explore force further. 
 
How can living things protect themselves against predators?  First graders are continuing to 
learn about structures of living things and how they are used.  We are thinking about Spruce 
the Sea Turtle, who currently lives in an aquarium, but is going to be released soon!  We want 
to make sure that Spruce will be able to survive in the ocean, especially against sharks. What 
are some ways that animals and plants you see protect themselves?  What structures do they 
use to help them to do this? 
 
In second grade we are still exploring what plants need and why the chalta trees in India are not 
growing.  Are they getting enough sunlight and water? If they aren’t, why aren’t they? We are 
using data sent to us from scientists studying the forest to research what could be going on and 
using resources, such as books, pictures, and videos to try to help.  In addition to the science 
concepts we are learning, we have been using rulers to measure the height of plants in 
centimeters, so we can see how they grow (or don’t grow) over time. 
 
Why are all humans not the same, even though we are part of the same species?  Third graders 
are exploring variations within a species in order to understand why Wolf 44, a member of a 
wolf pack in Graystone National Park, is a different color than the rest of his pack.  We are 
collecting data, exploring patterns, and researching our own traits to better understand Wolf 44 
and why his fur color seems to be unique. A great conversation to have at home is about traits 
that are inherited or acquired-how does a living thing get its traits?  We have looked at plants, 
animals, and humans in our quest to learn more! 
 

Fourth graders are wrapping up their Human Machine unit with a project about a 
specific living thing.  They have learned about the muscles/tendons in a living thing, how the 
eye works, and about how the brain gathers information and reacts through a series of 
mysteries and activities.  We have built a model finger, discovered how the eye works, watched 
dissections, and completed some reaction time activities in Science throughout the past couple 
months. Now we are trying to see if we can use what we’ve learned to understand how the 
parts of specific living things, such as rattlesnakes, owls, and even a venus fly trap, work 
together. 
 

Our fifth grade students have launched their Watery Planet unit.  Initially we explored 
some images and videos from The Dust Bowl, making predictions about what was happening 
and why.  As we continue to go through the unit, we will add onto our predictions and hope to 



build a comprehensive understanding of what land is like in the Great Plains and what really 
happened.  Could we even create something to prevent a future Dust Bowl?   
 

  Dance with Mr. Jason 
Kindergarten - As we move into February, we will focus on listening and responding to music.  
In particular, working on how to control when we start and stop moving in response to music or 
a drum beat.  Staying quiet while music is playing and moving throughout the dance studio in 
our own personal space bubbles remain constant themes.  Students are encouraged to share 
their ideas and have been enthusiastic about creating their own dances.     
 
1st graders are continuing to study Prokofiev's score from Peter and the Wolf.  Each instrument 
represents a different character in the story and we have been creating movement that 
thoughtfully matches the music.  This month, we will also learn a dance from Miriam Makeba 
called the Pata Pata.  Learning to recall and retain steps, working as an ensemble 
and dancing on stage will be our focus.  Understanding personal space, unison movement, and 
working together in large groups continues to be a focus through this unit.     
 
Second graders are busy preparing for their Sea Creature performance on 
Friday, February 14th.  They have worked in teams and created original pieces for the show.  
This has been a wonderful exploration and the students are so proud of their work.    
 
Third grade has been learning about traditional Chinese dances in preparation for the Chinese 
New Year.  In particular, we will focus on the Lion Dance, Dragon Dance and Ribbon Dance.  As 
many of the students are studying Asia, these danceshelp enhance their understanding of other 
cultures and we are having a lot of fun in the process.   
 
Fourth Grade is learning about Alvin Ailey and the influence he has had on modern dance.  As 
an African American man, Ailey also had a profound impact on the dance world in general.  
The dance company he founded has historically featured a diverse group of dancers and 
"atypical" body types.  We are also discussing reading materials from a book about his life in 
which we discuss his story, view his choreography and try to put together our own 
unique dance phrases.   
 
Fifth Grade has been working together to create their own dances based on a theme of their 
choice.  In addition to the theme, each group has been able to choose their own music.  Each 
week, they are focusing on a different choreographic devices to help their dances grow.  The 
culmination of this project will be a short video featuring their work. 
 

Physical education with Mr. Jonathan 
Our kindergarten and first graders will begin to learn about the different food groups, my plate 
and the food pyramid. They will be learning which foods belong to which groups, and also the 
importance of making sure they eat a healthy well balanced meal. 



 
The second will begin to review the food pyramid, my plate, and which food belongs to which 
food group. We’ve also been discussing our warrior course skills and expectations. In the next 
month our 2nd graders we will begin our annual Warriors for Heart event, more information has 
been sent home soon! Look out for the flyer and the Warriors for Heart Collection envelope! 
This is an important and amazing event, I can’t wait to begin! 
 
With the third, fourth and fifth graders we will start discussing the importance of exercise and 
maintaining a healthy well balanced meal.  In addition to our discussions, we have been 
reviewing and practicing the skills needed to be successful at a Warrior course through a variety 
of different activities and challenges.  
 
The fourth and fifth graders will be receiving their weekly food log homework. This will provide 
them the opportunity to examine their own food choices throughout a weekly period.  In the 
coming weeks we will begin to learn about different technological advances in video games, 
health and exercise products, such as the Fitbit and Nike Fuelband, and even apps for cell 
phones and tablets, that help promote proper diet and various simple exercises. 

 
 

    ENRICHMENT @ YCS               
 
Asphalt Green: Recess Enhancement Program (REP) /All Grades asphaltgreen.org 
Monday-Friday (Daily) 
REP transforms the culture of recess by engaging students and staff in a variety of cooperative games. The 
program creates a safe environment where children can have fun and be physically active while maintaining a 
sense of independence and ownership of the recess period. In addition to physical benefits, REP also helps 
children develop leadership and social skills by empowering them to lead and teach games to their peers. The 
end result is an educated community of students who utilize the entire recess period to play games they love 
that keep them physically active and safe on the playground.  

 
92nd Street Y 92y.org 
Yorkville Community School and The 92nd St Y work side- by –side to design programs that offer our students 
developmentally appropriate and Common Core State Standard aligned, highly engaging enrichment. 

x Dance Exploration -First Grade 
15 weeks of school-based instruction Program includes two dance performances at 92Y and student 
performance at school This program is in addition to our dance Specialty class, offering our first 
graders more opportunities to develop their gross motor skills and explore the wide range of dance 
genres. Program includes two dance performances at 92Y. 

x Musical Introduction Series-Third Grade 
This dynamic and culturally rich program introduces our students to the world of music, both in the 
concert hall and in the classroom, connecting the joy of musical learning with current academic 
curriculum and providing multiple avenues for students’ artistic engagement. This program is aligned 
with our third grade thematic units- case Studies on Cultures. 

x Digital Design- Fourth Grade 
Students engage in hands on activities to program to create using the SketchUp Pro program.  
 

http://www.asphaltgreen.org/


NYC Chess: All Grades chessnyc.com 
NYC Chess will provide in school chess lessons and strategy building to our students, once a week. Children will 
receive progressive instruction that will leave each of them with a working knowledge of the game; they will 
be well prepared to play and enjoy the game 
 
Creator’s Workshop - Pre K and Kindergarten 
The Creator’s workshop introduces students to a variety of traditional and nontraditional creative tools and 
materials. Special focus is placed on the social emotional benefits of creativity including self-expression and 
collaboration. 

 
New York Historical Society- Second Grade:    nyhistory.org 
How does geography shape history? Over the course of the year students use a combination of maps, 
authentic touch objects and images of works of art and artifacts from the New-York Historical Society’s 
collection to learn how the geography of an area can define a community, and how a community can change 
the geography of a place over time.  
 

 
Constitution Works -Fifth Grade    jrcnyc.org 
With support from the Axe-Houghton Foundation, the Justice Resource Center (JRC) offer us The Constitution 
Works (TCW) program, a law-related/civics program, “fostering skills and dispositions for 21st century learners. 
JRC provides teacher professional development sessions, age-appropriate case materials aligned 
with Common Core and an opportunity for students to role-play their case in a federal court.” 
 
Art Farm- Pre Kindergarten and Kindergarten  www.theartfarms.com 
The Art Farm comes to YCS!  This Animal Science class give children the opportunity to spend time with live 
animals and to develop the important science skills of observation, classification, and communication.  
 

 

Enrichment Program Grades Receiving Program When and for how long? 
Asphalt Green Recess 
Enhancement 

K,1,2,3,4,5 September-June 

92nd Street Y x 1st -Dance Exploration  
x 3nd - Musical Introduction Series 

4th -STEM 
 

20 session / 2 dance Shows at the Y 
12 Sessions / 4 Concerts at the Y 
20 Sessions /1 STEM show at the Y  

NYC Chess 3rd and 4th  
1st and 2nd  
K   
5th 

8 Sessions\ 
8 Sessions 
8 Sessions  
8 Sessions 

New York Historical Society 2nd  5 Weeks/February-March 
 

Constitution Works 5th  December – March 

Art Specialist  Pre K 
Kindergarten 

October-June 

Art Farm Pre K 
Kindergarten 

Spring 
Fall/Winter 

 

http://www.chessnyc.com/
http://www.nyhistory.org/


Notes: 
x Please practice sight words with your 

children daily. These words are 
essential to your child’s reading 
success.  

 
 

                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates: 
February 15th : 100th Day of School and 
Valentine’s Day 
February 17th – 21st: Mid-Winter Break 
 
 Reading 

 
During the month of 

February students will 
be reading nonfiction 

books.   We will be 
using the different 

features of nonfiction 
(i.e. table of contents, 

glossary, headings, 
captions, etc) to 

explore books based 
on topics of interests.  

We will use these 
features to help us 
read these types of 
books.  Students will 
also write about and 
share the new facts 

they learned with their 
reading partners as 

well as the other 
students in the class. 

Students will also 
continue to read just 

right books, using 
reading strategies to 

keep figuring out tricky 
words. 

        Writing 
 

During the month of 
February, we will be 

starting to record new 
learned information about 

plants and gardens to 
begin brainstorming ideas 

for All About books. 
However, this month will 
be writing for readers. 

What does this mean? We 
want to make our writing 

easy for everyone to read! 
We will be learning to put 

spaces between our 
words, cross out mistakes 
with one line, and add 
details to both pictures 
and words. This will help 

our children communicate 
their ideas in social studies 

through writing. 
 

Math 
 

During the month of 
February, students will 

continue to use number 
bonds to understand 

number combinations. We 
will also use the ten frames 

to practice subtraction 
where we think of how 

many are left or how many 
more we need to fill the 
frame.  We will also be 

concentrating on addition 
and subtraction in both 
story problems and with 

new games.  Students will 
learn that when solving 

story problems it is 
important to use pictures, 
numbers, and words.  We 
will be learning new math 

games to practice different 
addition and subtraction 
strategies.  Some of these 
might include touching 

each object that we have 
left or “counting back.”  

Counting back is an 
important strategy where 
we practice counting the 
objects left and counting 

on is an important addition 
strategy where you put the 

big number in your head 
and count from there. 

 
 

 

February 2020 

Thematic Unit- Plants and Gardens Study 
During the month of February we will be starting a new unit focusing on Plants and 

Gardens. Students will be taking neighborhood walks to notice the plants, trees and 
gardens in our community. We will be bringing samples into the classroom to observe 

more closely. We will be using other sources of research such as the photographs, 
books, and live classroom gardens. We will be learning how plants and gardens serve 

the wants and needs of our community. 
 

Black History Month 
In celebration of Black History Month, we have been learning about influential 
Black leaders, past and present, who, through activism, have worked hard to 

create a more just and equitable society.  
 
 



                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates: 
 
February 7th: Movie Night 
February 10th: 92nd St Y trip- All classes 
February 14th: School Spirit Day 
February 17th-21st: Winter Break No School 

Reading 
In reading this month 
students will be diving 
deeper into characters 
within their books. The 
students will begin 
character clubs where they 
will read multiple books 
with the same character. 
They will be noticing the 
character’s setting, 
personality traits, who 
their friends are as well as 
noticing how the character 
can change throughout a 
story or series of stories. 
The students will also be 
having daily discussions 
about their character’s 
traits or behaviors. In 
addition, we will be 
continuing to explore books 
with diverse characters 
and influential African 
Americans in honor of 
Black History Month. 
 

Writing 
This month in writing the 
students will work on gaining an 
understanding of restaurant 
jobs. We will be learning the 
roles and responsibilities of 
each job in a restaurant. From 
there, the students will work 
on writing a persuasive letter 
to their teachers about which 
job they would like in our 
upcoming restaurant and why 
they would be a good choice. 
We will learn how to write 
persuasive pieces by adding an 
opinion and supporting 
sentences. We will also be 
discussing the elements of 
letter writing. Once the 
students have finished their 
job applications, we will begin 
writing our YCS restaurant 
guide. The students will use 
their Restaurant Homework 
packet to help them write a 
persuasive restaurant review 
about a restaurant in the 
community that they visited.  

Math 
In math this month we 
will be moving on to 
solving subtraction word 
story problems using the 
UPEC model. We will be 
learning the different 
ways to execute 
subtraction word story 
problems.    
 
We will also be working 
on fast facts. The 
students will be 
identifying number 
sentences that are 
doubles, doubles +1 and 
doubles -1. We will be 
playing games, making 
flash cards and learning 
the “Doubles Rap!”  

February 2020 
 

           Thematic Unit- Restaurant Study 
In this unit we will continue to further the knowledge that we have about the 

community by learning about how restaurants serve us and help our community. We will be 
continuing to explore the restaurants within the Yorkville Community. We will be visiting many 
restaurants and researching the restaurant’s areas, jobs and tools. We will use this research 
to help us create a restaurant of our own!  

Notes: 
x We will be sending many permissions slips home this 

month. Please make sure to check your child’s 
folder. 

x For February Break we will be sending home a 
Restaurant Review Homework. It is very important 
that this gets completed, as we use it for writing.   

 Math 
In math this month we will 
be moving on to solving 
subtraction word story 
problems using the UPEC 
model. We will be learning 
the different ways to 
execute subtraction word 
story problems.    

 
We will also be working on 
fast facts. The students 
will be identifying number 
sentences that are 
doubles, doubles +1 and 
doubles -1. We will be 
playing games, making 
flash cards and learning 
the “Doubles Rap!”  

 



                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Grade Newsletter 
March 2020 

 Important Dates: 
Report Cards Distributed- 3/4 
Report cards conferences- 3/5 – Please come at scheduled time 
Half day (11:45 Dismissal) - 3/5 
Spirit Day- 3/20 
 
 

Notes: 
 
Second graders finished up learning about Black 
History Month. We read and watched the 
movie/short film “Hair Love” and read Little 
Leaders- Bold Women in Black History.   

Reading 
 
In reading this month, students 
will start working in their Series 
Book Clubs.  Each student in a 
small group will be reading the 
same book as their peers, 
independently. Students will be 
engaging in meaningful dialogue 
with fellow book club members 
to discuss how a character 
thinks, feels, and acts. They will 
learn why it is important for 
people of all ages to read and 
discuss material. We will be 
focusing on having students 
describe characters within their 
book by identifying character 
traits using specific evidence 
from the text to support their 
thinking.  Students will be 
making text-to-self connections 
as we go.  
 
 

Writing 
This month in writing we will begin 
our work on Personal Narratives. 
Students will be brainstorming 
their favorite memory in New 
York City. Students will be 
developing a writer’s craft. For 
example, students will be learning 
how to use words to create an 
image in the mind of the reader.  
Students will also learn how to 
write a good lead that ‘hooks the 
reader’ and describes a scene in 
detail.  In addition, students will 
be encouraged to use dialogue in 
their writing. Students will 
continue to develop good editing 
and revising habits. Later in the 
month, students will be 
transitioning into 
persuasive/opinion writing where 
they try to convince someone to 
visit NYC or a special monument in 
NYC.  

Math 
This month in math, students 
will be finishing up a unit on 
measurement. Students will 
discover why standard units of 
measurement are valuable and 
universal and how to measure 
the length of various items 
using the appropriate tools 
(rulers, yard sticks) and units 
(centimeters, inches). We will 
be moving into a new unit that 
focuses on subtraction with 
the number line. Students will 
work with different ages of 
people in order to figure out 
the years between them as 
well as their age based on the 
year they were born! We will 
continue using UPEC to solve 
tricky word problems! 

                               Thematic Unit- New York Study 
Students will be learning about how the East River and Hudson River effected the development of New 
York City.  We will be comparing New York City then (1600’s, 1700’s) to New York City now. Students 
will be looking closely at primary documents and photographs to help them sketch, make observations, 
take notes, and draw conclusions. We will also learn about how transportation along the East River 
directly impacted the growth of the city. We will specifically look at our neighborhood and incorporate 
learning about our community. Students will use this information to create a class timeline that will 
illustrate the important changes in New York City’s history.  

  
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates 
February Break: February 17th- 21st     
 

Reading 
In reading this month, we 
are continuing to work on 
our reading responses to 
all different types of 
literature.  Students are 
practicing skills such as 
reading to get the “gist” 
(what the text is mostly 
about), re-reading with 
purpose (finding 
significant or meaningful 
moments or keywords and 
phrases), thinking deeply 
about the characters 
(identifying character 
traits) writing to answer 
the questions and to 
develop ideas, using text 
evidence to support or 
back up their thinking.  
These skills will prepare 
students to develop 
thoughtful, reflective 
responses to all types of 
literature including fiction, 
non-fiction, folktales, etc.  

Writing 
In writing we will be beginning our 
second Case Study of World 
Communities.  Each classroom will 
switch to a new continent, choosing 
from, South America, Europe, Asia, 
and Africa.  Students will be 
expected to take, organize and 
categorize detailed notes on their 
respective countries using various 
graphic organizers.  They will also 
extend the work from the previous 
case study by comparing and 
contrasting facts learned about the 
previous country studied, such as 
geography, history, and culture.  
They will also continue to use books, 
pictures, and Chromebooks to 
conduct research.  At home, please 
encourage students to continue 
their research.  Ask students to 
discuss “big ideas” learned 
throughout their research and 
encourage them to pay attention to 
current events that may impact the 
continent or countries that they are 
studying.    

Math 
 
 This month in math, students 
will start two new units.  One on 
area and one on fractions.   
Area is directly connected to 
the Muffles Truffles boxes, 
making it an easy transition for 
students.  They will continue to 
use arrays to find the area.  
This will help students find the 
area of irregular shapes.  
Students will be learning that a 
fraction can represent a part of 
a whole or a part of a group of 
objects. Students will be 
learning math vocabulary such 
as numerator and denominator.  
During this month we will 
continue to work on reviewing 
concepts such as multiplication, 
division, and multi operation 
problems. Please make sure to 
continue to practice the 
multiplication flashcards daily.  
 

February 2020 
 

Unit of Study 
Students are starting to research another continent in our world community study.  The four 
continents the third grade will be studying are South America, Europe, Asia and Africa. Our 

students will first focus on the whole continent and then will choose a country within the continent 
to study. Children will be forming questions, conducting research and organizing information into 

research reports. Students will build on what they have learned about informational writing. At this 
point, students should be creating multi-page research reports, which include all aspects of a 

nonfiction text. To go along with our research, we have been taking field trips around the city to 
examine aspects of culture and art to immerse the students in all four continents.  

Notes: 
Third graders have been observing Black History Month by reading stories by and 
about Black Americans. Students have been learning about musicians, politicians, 
activities, athletes, scientists, and many other people who have contributed to our 

history and society. Ask your third graders who they have learned about this 
month and encourage them to continue researching the contributions of the Black 

community to our community as a whole! 
 

 
As part of our Case Study of World Communities, we will be making a class recipe book 
to celebrate the different countries we are all from.  These recipe books will be sold 
for $5 and the money we raise will be donated to Save the Children.  Please start 
thinking about what recipe you would like to contribute to your book. More information 
will be sent home soon! 
 



 

                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Grade 
 
 Important Dates: 

February 14: Spirit Day 
February 17-21 : Mid Winter Recess 
February 28: Family Friday 
 

Notes: 
It’s cold outside! Please make sure your child is 
dressed appropriately for the cold temperatures! 
Remember to use hand sanitizer and wash your 
hands throughout the day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Reading 
Throughout the year, students have 
been analyzing character actions, 
behaviors, and motivations.  They have 
developed ideas and theories about 
settings, and important events that 
affect characters.  They will refine 
these skills when they learn that one 
of the keys to interpreting a text 
involves uncovering multiple themes in 
a text.  We will launch this work by 
analyzing themes in song lyrics and 
short texts.  We will identify similar 
themes and determine how different 
texts convey these themes.  This unit 
will lead us into our Genre Study to 
support test preparation. This unit will 
help students become better readers 
and more nuanced thinkers while 
digging deeply into texts and 
questions. We encourage you to 
support our students in this work by 
asking them to discuss the messages 
they think authors are trying to teach 
as they read. Students will master 
strategies needed to complete multiple 
choice questions based on the type of 
question presented.  We look forward 
to launching this insightful and 
rewarding unit! 
 

Writing 
During the short month of 
February, fourth graders will 
finish up their Historical 
Fiction pieces. Their pieces 
reflect all they knowledge they 
have acquired about the 
Colonial time period!  
     Students will begin to hone 
their skills in responding to 
literature and informational 
texts across genres. Students 
will read and annotate texts 
and questions. They will learn to 
craft responses, which include 
clear and concise answers with 
text details, inferences and 
analysis. Some of the topics we 
will touch upon are main idea, 
theme, character development, 
role of setting, and inferencing. 
This will help set them up for 
success on the upcoming State 
exams! 
 

Math 
This month in math, 
students will continue 
fraction work. Students 
will focus on “big ideas” in 
fractions. Some of the 
focus will be on the idea 
that there are many 
different ways to 
represent a fractional part 
of an array, and that 
fractional parts can be 
different sizes depending 
on the size of the array. 
Students will also be 
working on comparing 
fractions and finding 
equivalent fractions. 
Students will be able to 
determine the difference 
between improper fractions 
and mixed numbers, and be 
able to add and subtract 
fractions with like 
denominators.  
 

Fourth Grade Celebrates Black History Month 
During the month of February, fourth graders have been researching and studying about famous 

Black Americans and their contributions to American society. We have linked these figures to our 
schools core values and thought about how each exemplified kindness, respect, responsibility 

and/or honesty.   
Many of these conversations directly align to our study of history. When learning out history, we  
reflect on the questions: “Who has the Power?”, “Whose stories are being told?”, “Whose stories 

are NOT being told?” and “Who benefits from the stories being told?” 



                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates: 
2/11   - Parent Workshop for Test Prep  
2/11  – Class 510 Mock Trial Trip  
2/13 - Class 509 Mock Trial Trip  
2/17 – 2/21 – Winter Break  
 
 

Reading 
 
In February, students will begin short 
study of historical fiction. Students 
will be working on using text details to 
build their own ideas, or inferences, 
about a story. They will be expanding 
their knowledge of important 
historical time periods and events in 
order to understand the impact of the 
setting on characters and situations. 
For example, with our upcoming read 
aloud, Lions of Little Rock by Kristin 
Levine, students will be learning about 
segregation and the Civil Rights 
movement.  This will help students 
understand the struggles of the main 
character, Marlee, and her friends and 
family in the aftermath of historical 
events surrounding the Little Rock 
Nine in Arkansas.   
 
Also this month, students are 
continuing to work in book clubs and 
book partnerships so they can have 
meaningful conversations about the 
books they are reading. They are 
learning to work together to make a 
reading plan, have a focus for their 
discussions, and hold each other 
accountable to their independent 
reading. 

Writing 
 
In late January up through early 
February students wrote briefs in 
preparation for their visit to the 
Brooklyn Courthouse for our 
Constitution Works unit.  We are 
finally going to perform our mock 
trial on February 11th and 13th.  The 
students and teachers are very 
excited!   
 
For the remainder of February, 
each class will focus on individual 
creative writing pieces until we 
shift our focus to writing in 
preparation for state exams.  
Next, we will be expanding on our 
previous weekly work of literary 
essays in the form of reading 
letters to more targeted 
responses to literature.  Students 
will state a thesis and use 
examples and details from the 
text to support their thesis.  
Students will continue to work on 
citing and paraphrasing from the 
text and analyzing their text 
evidence to further support their 
writing. 

Math 
 
In January up through mid 
February, students learned 
about volume, geometry, and 
measurement. Students moved 
beyond understanding the 
formula for calculating volume 
to a deep understanding of 
what volume means for 
rectangular prims and 
composite shapes.   
 
In late February through 
March, students will begin 
their study of fractions and 
fractional computation.   
Students have learned to 
order and compare fractions 
using various strategies such 
as models, number lines, and 
finding the common whole. 
Students will be adding and 
subtracting fractions with like 
and unlike denominators, 
adding and subtracting mixed 
numbers, and multiplying and 
dividing with fractions. 

     February 2020 
 
 

Unit of Study 
5th Grade Celebrates Heritage Months such as Black History Month through our Read Aloud of Lions of Little Rock and through our 

yearlong study of leaders through our Living Leaders Museum.   
 

Last month, we focused on Constitution Works, and reading different types of non-fiction pieces.  The students did different types of 
research to learn more about the constitution and the different levels of courts.  This month, students are going to start investigating 
Westward Expansion.  They are following the Oregon Trail in a game format, studying maps from the time period, and conducting their 
own mini-research projects on the era using many engaging trade books and Internet resources.  Students are reading poetry about the 
time period and connecting the poems to the big ideas of Westward Expansion. 

Notes: 
Please check your child’s folder/backpack for 

their Weekly Report and graded 
assignments.  

 
 
 


