
                       
  
 

 

 

 
 
From the Principal. 

 
 

Dear Yorkville Community School Families, 
 

Happy New Year, Welcome 2020! We hope that you all enjoyed the winter vacation and were able to share it 
with loved ones.  

 
We are extremely excited to welcome ABC, the Association the Benefit Children, to YCS. ABC will offer 
on-site, school-based mental health services which include crisis intervention, broad-based mental 
health screening, individual and group therapy, and capacity-building training for and parents, Students 
and families will now be able to receive supports from an “outside” organization within YCS.  Jo Jo 
Feng, a certified Child Psychotherapist, will be available Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays, 8:00am-
4:00pm, to provide a full range of mental health services including family therapy, individual 
psychotherapy, play therapy, Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, and group therapy. Referrals to this 
program can be made by both YCS staff and families who attend YCS. If you would like to request 
services and/or learn more about how ABC can support your child/family, please call the main office at 
212-722-5240 and ask for ABC, Ext. 4020.  

 
This month, we celebrate the resounding life of Martin Luther King Jr. He led a non-violent movement in the 
late 1950’s and 60’s to achieve legal equality of African Americans in the United States. He did this while 
others were pursuing freedom “by any means necessary” including violence. Dr. King used the power of 
words, peaceful protest and community building to achieve remarkable goals. He then went on to lead 
campaigns against poverty and international conflict, always  remaining loyal to his principles that men and 
women everywhere, regardless of color or creed, are equal members of the human family. Martin Luther King 
Jr. once said, "Life's most persistent and urgent question is: 'What are you doing for others?”. At YCS, we strive 
to answer that question daily by working together to provide solutions to challenges that effect our immediate 
community as well as the greater world. 
 
To continue the practice of Dr. King’s movement, and in line with our YCS Cares program, (inspired by Dr. 
King), our school is holding a Day of Service on January 24th.  Students began this project by learning about Dr. 
King and his passion for working together and serving the community. They spoke about how we can honor his 
legacy by bringing our YCS core values out into the community and linked it to our conversations about 
kindness and responsibility. A major focus was how doing these acts of kindness make us feel and how we can 
help. How will our students give back through our Day of Service? 
 
 

           ADVENTURES     January 2020 



 
 
           Grade    Service 

Pre-K  Children with Hair Loss 
Ronald McDonald House 
Sunshine cards 

K  Meals on Wheels (via Stanley Isaacs) 
Placemats to send with the meals 

1  Meals on Wheels  (via Stanley Isaacs) 
Brown paper bag decorating and sunshine cards 

2  Ronald McDonald House  
Friendship bracelets 

3  RDJ Refugee Shelter 
making bracelets, cards, & decorations for children in Refugee camps in other countries 

4  NY Common Pantry 
Sandwiches (200) 

5  Operation Gratitude 
Letters to soldiers 

 

How else does YCS give back to the community? 

 Our second graders have been immersed in their study of Sea Creatures. They have been visiting 
museums and writing books that reflect their expertise on a sea creature of choice. Their culminating 
project, a Sea Creature Museums, will raise money for the wildlife foundation of their choosing.  

 Our kindergartners are immersed  their Pet unit of study which will culminate with a Pet fair that 
collects blankets to donate to the local ASPCA, 

 Our first graders have begun their Restaurant theme study with a focus on appreciating the system 
within a community. Their culminating project will be to open restaurants in their classrooms. Part of 
the proceeds from YCS Restaurant Week will be donated to the NY Common Panty.  
 

Did you know…..each month YCS holds a community assembly for students to: 

Reflect on the YCS core values 

Honesty, Responsibility, Respect, and Kindness 

 

 

Here’s to a wonderful new year filled with adventures and learning. 
 

Yours Truly,  

Samantha Kaplan 
Principal 
 

    

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive 

out hate; only love can do that.”      -Martin Luther King, Jr. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth101472.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth101472.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth101472.html


     SPECIALS @ YCS           
 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ Music Notes from Ms. Annabelle ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ 
Temperatures are dropping, the air is dry and brisk; it’s officially winter!  Cold weather can be a 
problem for singers but there are some easy ways you can counteract the winter chill and keep 
your voice healthy.  
 

1) Good nutrition: Eat and drink healthy foods!   

2) Drink plenty of water.   

3) Get good rest. Stick to your bedtime and rest when you feel run down.   

4) Hot Tea is the Singers’ wintertime friend! Add honey, lemon and ginger to help sore throats. 
  Drink it - a lot of it!  

5) Dress for the cold! Keep neck and chest warm!  

Pre K:  
Students will sing and move 
to music! Mozart Mouse, 
Beethoven Bear, J.S. Bunny 
and Clara Schumann Cat help 
them with their music lesson.   

Kindergarten:  
What are music dynamics? 
Piano is soft and forte is 
loud. They will write a song 
about their classroom pets! 

First Grade:  
Our Musical Explorers concert is 
January 16th! Students will be singing 
with Gregorio, Zulal and Soul Science 
Lab at Carnegie Hall. 

Second Grade:  
What is performance 
etiquette? Students are 
practicing for their Sea 
Creature Performance.   It 
will be on February 14th at 
9:00 AM in the YCS Café. We 
look forward to seeing you 
there! 

Third Grade:  
What is music repertoire? 
Students will be introduced 
to and learn concert 
repertoire for the Carnegie 
Hall performance. Recorder 
Belt Day will be the week of 
January 27th. 

Fourth Grade:  
What is a ukulele? Students will learn all 
about the ukulele. They will also be 
playing ukulele during class. They will 
learn the parts of the uke, names of the 
strings as well as the F and C chords. 

Fourth Grade Band: 
Why is it important to 
memorize your fingerings? 
Students need memorize and 
play five notes with a nice 
sound. 

Fifth Grade Band: 
Please join us at our winter 
concert! We are excited for 
you to hear us play! Date: 
January 29th at Wagner 
Middle School, 6:30 PM 

Fourth & Fifth Grade Chorus: Please join 
us at our winter concert! We are excited 
for you to hear us sing! Date: January 
29th at Wagner Middle School, 6:30 PM 

 

 

 



 

Art with Ms. Jessica 
PreK, students are participating in various activities focusing on process, not product. As 
children develop their artistic ability, it is important for us to step back and let students’ own 
motivations fuel their creations. Each week, students are presented with various 3D and 2D 
materials and encouraged to explore in their own way. Our PreK students are proud and excited 
for their artistic creations.  
 
Kindergarteners are beginning to learn about abstract artists to inspire their work. This month 
we will highlight Mondrian and Kandinsky. Students will use shape, line, and color theory to 
create their own works of art. Our kindergarteners love painting, these projects will give them 
more opportunities to! 
 
First graders are in the midst of collaborating on a grade-wide mural of various buildings in our 
community, inspired by Peters Sis’ Madlenka. Based on their own community interests, 
students are working to draw buildings, various community people, objects, or vehicles.  
 
In preparation for their Sea Creature performance, second graders have moved from 2D to 3D 
art, jumping right into designing papier mache sea creatures sculptures. Students will need to 
collaborate with peers in order to problem solve their way through this project using various 
recycled materials, tape, foils!  
 
Third graders are finishing up their mosaics. Throughout this project, students have examined 
mosaics from across the continents and within our city. They have learned about how careful 
composition, tile placement, and color use strengthens a mosaic. Keep an eye out for their work 
in the bulletin boards! 
 
Fourth graders are wrapping up their Mannahatta flora and fauna project. By taking the 
viewpoint of an early naturalist, student depicted the most important features of their plant or 
animal. using resources from the Welikia Project, fourth graders researched flora or fauna that 
once lived on the island of Manhattan. They have grown immensely in their watercolor skills, 
carefully choosing methods to meet their ideas instead of just getting paint on a paper. They 
should be proud of their work! 
 
As fifth graders progress in their triptych assignment, they are growing their understanding of 
different artist’s styles. They have observed,inferred and reflected upon various pieces by 
Kahinde Wiley, Yayoi Kusama, Vincent Vangogh, Jean Michelle Basquiat, and Salvador Dali. Fifth 
graders are choosing one artist to use as inspiration for at least one of their triptych panels, 
focusing on color, shape, brushstroke, or feeling.  
 

 

 



  Dance with Mr. Jason 
I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday break!  The kindergarteners have been learning how to 
make more complex shapes with their bodies as we have been using the alphabet to create 
letters.  They have also been introduced to Pilobolus, a modern dance company that has 
international recognition for their inventiveness and creativity.  In January they will also begin 
to learn a dance to the Banana Boat Song by Harry Belafonte.   

1st graders have been busy with their own dance making by putting together movement 
sentences.  We will be creating snow dances where the children are exploring how to move 
with dynamics such as glide and melt.  Understanding personal space and working together in 
small groups will also remain a huge focus into the new year.   

Second graders will continue their group dances with the sea creatures they picked out in 
preparation for a short performance on February 14th.   They created their own, unique 
storyboards and will make their own dances based on their stories. This has been a fun 
exploration and the students have really been expressing their creativity as they come up with 
their own choreography. 
 
Third grade was encouraged to take note of any dance that they witnessed or participated in 
over the break.  We were able to share some of the responses the first week back.  Students 
danced with relatives, saw dancing on television, played dancing games and saw touchdown 
dances during sports games.  It was wonderful to share their work and for them to begin to 
recognize the multiple ways in which dance is all around us. 
 
Fourth Grade will begin some work choreographing their own movement within a structured 
set of guidelines.  We are also going to be working on triplets this month and reviewing some of 
the jazz dance vocabulary that we have been focusing on since earlier in the year.  
 
Fifth Grade has been working on weight sharing,trust falls and simple lifts.  They have been very 
enthusiastic about learning some of these techniques in weight sharing and working with a 
partner.  There is a great deal of trust and respect that is learned through this type of contact 
improvisation.  Being the inquisitive and explorative learners they are they have taken to it 
immediately.  
 
 
 

Physical education with Mr. Jonathan 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed their few days off and a great New Years! 
Our kindergartners and first graders have explored their complex, simple and animal 
movements in the different pathway and pathways. We are now beginning our Warriors for 



Heart unit. This will teach them simple information about the heart, and learn skills needed to 
be successful at our WARRIOR COURSE! 
 
The second and third graders have completed their movement units and will be changing the 
unit to “Warriors for Heart”. Students will learn all about the heart, its importance and 
function. In addition, the 2nd graders will receive more information about their fundraising 
activity they will take part in.  
 
Our fourth graders and fifth graders have completed their cup/speed stacking units and now 
will be facing the challenging Warrior Courses We will be reviewing the information from years 
past, however, this year we will examine the nutrition aspect of “Warriors for Heart”. We will 
be discussing proper balance of food, according to My Plate, as well as, how eating certain 
foods correlates to heart health. We will be also looking at physical activity and the effects of a 
variety of exercises play on their heart health and in their everyday lives. Additionally, students 
will receive the food log homework sheets. The homework is very simple and easy to complete- 
we will just keep track of the foods we eat for an entire week, without recording the amount.. 
 
 
 

     Science with Ms. Mariel 
All of our Kindergarten through Fifth graders have completed the Hour of Code this past month 
in Science class.  By participating in Computer Science Education Week, we are recognizing the 
importance of understanding how technology works.  Through this introduction activity, 
students learned how to program their own games, work collaboratively to problem-solve and 
strategize, and develop an awareness of what “code” means. 
  
HourofCode.com offers hundreds of one-hour activities, requiring no background experience in 
coding.  Our kindergarteners listened to a read aloud of “How to Code a Sandcastle” by Josh 
Funk, in order to understand how giving directions to create a sandcastle is similar to writing 
code that gives directions to a robot.  Our kindergarten and grade one students used iPads to 
code a maze on Kodable, unlocking more challenging levels throughout the class period.  
Students in grades 2-5 used Macbook Air laptops, in the Science room, to choose activities that 
they individually find engaging, exciting, and challenging. 
            
We loved getting to create our own Dance Party, by coding characters to dance to a song of our 
choosing, explore the world of Minecraft, by coding our way through an aquatic voyage, or 
building a Star Wars galaxy with code.  We look forward to opportunities to explore the Hour of 
Code activities again throughout the year! 

 
 

 

 

 

 



    ENRICHMENT @ YCS               
We have developed partnerships with several Community Based Organizations, and with the support of our 
PTA, which funds these programs, we have been able to continue to enrich our academic curriculum. Our 
students are encouraged to expand their interests and discover and/or develop their passion(s). Engagement 
encompasses a student’s individual and social needs and requires a stimulating environment that is motivating 
and stretches the learning process. Our enrichment programs promote our students opportunities for 
accelerated progress and access to new, more challenging concepts and content. Each enrichment program 
that we have partnered with will provide a trained lead teacher to provide instruction to our students. 
Classroom teachers work with partnership teachers to aide with instruction and management.  
 
Asphalt Green: Recess Enhancement Program (REP) /All Grades asphaltgreen.org 
Monday-Friday (Daily) 
REP transforms the culture of recess by engaging students and staff in a variety of cooperative games. The 
program creates a safe environment where children can have fun and be physically active while maintaining a 
sense of independence and ownership of the recess period. In addition to physical benefits, REP also helps 
children develop leadership and social skills by empowering them to lead and teach games to their peers. The 
end result is an educated community of students who utilize the entire recess period to play games they love 
that keep them physically active and safe on the playground.  

 

92nd Street Y 92y.org 
Yorkville Community School and The 92nd St Y work side- by –side to design programs that offer our students 
developmentally appropriate and Common Core State Standard aligned, highly engaging enrichment. 

 Dance Exploration -First Grade 
15 weeks of school-based instruction Program includes two dance performances at 92Y and student 
performance at school This program is in addition to our dance Specialty class, offering our first 
graders more opportunities to develop their gross motor skills and explore the wide range of dance 
genres. Program includes two dance performances at 92Y. 

 Musical Introduction Series-Third Grade 
This dynamic and culturally rich program introduces our students to the world of music, both in the 
concert hall and in the classroom, connecting the joy of musical learning with current academic 
curriculum and providing multiple avenues for students’ artistic engagement. This program is aligned 
with our third grade thematic units- case Studies on Cultures. 

 Digital Design- Fourth Grade 
Students engage in hands on activities to program to create using the SketchUp Pro program.  
 

NYC Chess: All Grades chessnyc.com 
NYC Chess will provide in school chess lessons and strategy building to our students, once a week. Children will 
receive progressive instruction that will leave each of them with a working knowledge of the game; they will 
be well prepared to play and enjoy the game 
 
Creator’s Workshop - Pre K and Kindergarten 
The Creator’s workshop introduces students to a variety of traditional and nontraditional creative tools and 
materials. Special focus is placed on the social emotional benefits of creativity including self-expression and 
collaboration. 

 
 

http://www.asphaltgreen.org/
http://www.chessnyc.com/


New York Historical Society- Second Grade:    nyhistory.org 
How does geography shape history? Over the course of the year students use a combination of maps, 
authentic touch objects and images of works of art and artifacts from the New-York Historical Society’s 
collection to learn how the geography of an area can define a community, and how a community can change 
the geography of a place over time.  
 

 
Constitution Works -Fifth Grade    jrcnyc.org 
With support from the Axe-Houghton Foundation, the Justice Resource Center (JRC) offer us The Constitution 
Works (TCW) program, a law-related/civics program, “fostering skills and dispositions for 21st century learners. 
JRC provides teacher professional development sessions, age-appropriate case materials aligned 
with Common Core and an opportunity for students to role-play their case in a federal court.” 
 
Art Farm- Pre Kindergarten and Kindergarten  www.theartfarms.com 
The Art Farm comes to YCS!  This Animal Science class give children the opportunity to spend time with live 
animals and to develop the important science skills of observation, classification, and communication.  
 

 

Enrichment Program Grades Receiving Program When and for how long? 
Asphalt Green Recess 
Enhancement 

K,1,2,3,4,5 September-June 

92nd Street Y  1st -Dance Exploration  

 3nd - Musical Introduction Series 
4th -STEM 
 

20 session / 2 dance Shows at the Y 
12 Sessions / 4 Concerts at the Y 
20 Sessions /1 STEM show at the Y  

NYC Chess 3rd and 4th  
1st and 2nd  
K   
5th 

8 Sessions\ 
8 Sessions 
8 Sessions  
8 Sessions 

New York Historical Society 2nd  5 Weeks/February-March 
 

Constitution Works 5th  December – March 

Art Specialist  Pre K 
Kindergarten 

October-June 

Art Farm Pre K 
Kindergarten 

Spring 
Fall/Winter 

 

http://www.nyhistory.org/


Notes: 
Welcome Back! We hope your break was restful 

and relaxing! This month is an exciting one. 

Students will learn and explore in all subject areas. 

We will use our community to grow as writers, 

readers, scientists, and mathematicians. 

 

Notes: 
Welcome Back! We hope your break was restful 

and relaxing! This month is an exciting one. 

Students will learn and explore in all subject areas. 

We will use our community to grow as writers, 

readers, scientists and mathematicians. 

 

Important Dates: 
-January 20th: no school, 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

-January 25th: International 

Night 

-February 7th: Family 

Friday/Pet Fair 

                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 
 

During the month of 

January, our students 

will continue to read 

their “just right 

books” to help them 

become stronger 

readers.  We will be 

focusing on how to retell 

our stories using the 

words first, next, finally.  

We will also talk about 

how to add details 

when retelling by using 

the characters names, 

the setting of the story 

and the feelings that 

arise in their books. 

Another focus will be on 

partner reading. 

Students share their 

favorite parts, a part 

that makes them 

wonder and a part that 

is interesting or exciting.  

This helps student 

engage in conversations 

with his or her reading 

partner. 

  
 

         Writing 
 

During the month of 

January, our students will 

finish writing our All About 

Books. We will then focus 

on narratives where they 

will be writing true stories 

about themselves.  

Students will work on 

sketching and writing 

across three pages so the 

story has a beginning, 

middle, and end.  We will 

be talking about the who, 

what, and where of their 

stories.  This means they 

will be including who they 

are with, what they are 

doing, and where they are 

when writing about 

themselves.  We will work 

on sketching clear 

pictures and writing 

sentences to match.  We 

will be focusing on adding 

details to both our pictures 

and our words.  Students 

will also work on reading 

back our own writing. 
 

Math 
 

During the month of 

January, students will start 

by playing games to 

continue their work with 

addition and subtraction. 

We will then move on to 

work on a place value 

unit.  We will be 

composing and 

decomposing teen 

numbers to help them see 

the differences between 

the tens place and the 

ones place.  We will be 

learning different games 

to support this unit of 

study.  Students will 

continue to work on 

counting to higher 

numbers, as well as 

strengthening their 

addition skills. 

 

Thematic Unit- PET Study 
By the end of this month, students will be pet experts.  We will be using our research 

we have obtained through read alouds, pictures, observations, and the computer, 

to create a pet fair.  Students will take the research they have collected and share 

it through books, pamphlets, and collages. We will celebrate the end of our unit 

with a Pet Fair at Family Friday on February 7th! 

 

January 2020 

RULER 
We will be diversifying our vocabulary by learning new words to label our emotions 

(i.e. sad, upset, down, blue, miserable, etc.) 

 



                                                                                                                                     

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First 

Grade 

News 

January 2020 

First Grade 

 

Notes: 

This month we begin our restaurant study!  If 

you work at a restaurant, or know of anyone 

who works at a restaurant and are willing to 

set up a field trip for us, please let your 

teacher know    
 

Important Dates: 

 

January 16th: Trip to Carnegie Hall 

January 17th: School Spirit Day 

January 20th: Martin Luther King Day 

January 31st: Family Friday 

 

Reading 

In reading this month 

students will be looking 

closely at non-fiction 

procedural writing. The 

students will be 

comparing procedural 

writing to non-fiction 

reading they have read in 

the past and using this 

comparison to fuel their 

independent reading. We 

will be looking the steps 

that authors put into 

their works to teach 

about how to do 

something. We will be 

noticing how authors add 

a materials page and 

specific sequencing words 

to their texts to teach 

their readers. The 

students will also be 

noticing how the author 

has a specific purpose 

for writing their 

procedural text.   
 

Writing 

This month in writing we are 

going to be working on non-

fiction procedural writing as we 

begin our restaurant unit of 

study.  The unit will begin by 

recording our observations and 

making predictions about the 

types of restaurants in our 

community.  We will explore the 

different cultures represented 

through these restaurants.  

Comparing and contrasting the 

cultures and foods will be a 

large portion of our study.  We 

will begin drafting procedural 

writing stories (How To’s) 

about food items that the 

students can make 

independently. The students 

will learn to use sequence 

words, a list of materials and a 

helpful hint. Please encourage 

your child to make a food item 

independently at home over the 

month to practice! 

 

Math 

In math this month we will 

be beginning our Decker Bus 

unit. We will be thinking 

about how passengers can be 

arranged on the bus in groups 

of 5 and 10. One of the goals 

of this unit is for students to 

understand groupings of 

smaller numbers within bigger 

numbers (ie: within 11 you  can 

see 10+1 or 5+5+1). We will 

also be playing games to 

determine how many empty 

seats are left on the bus once 

we know the passengers that 

are already on the bus. 

Students will also be working 

on gaining an understanding 

that passengers can move 

between the decks of the bus 

without changing the original 

number of passengers on the 

bus.   

 

We know that this unit is a 

different and challenging one. 

If you need any further 

explanations of the 

homework, please feel free to 

contact us via notes in the 

folder. 

 

Thematic Unit- Restaurant Study 

In this unit we will further the knowledge that we have about the community by learning 

about how restaurants serve us and help our community. We will be exploring the 

restaurants within the Yorkville Community. We will be reading many books about 

restaurants, visiting some neighborhood restaurants, and even making our own food! We will 

also be writing our own restaurant themed How To books! 



                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
1/31 (tentative date)- Sea Creature Museum (teachers will 

give more info on this) 

TBA- Sea Creature Chorus & Music Performance  

Feb 14th- you may send your child with valentines for the 

whole class (28). No food please! 

February 17th-February 21st- Mid-Winter Recess-No School 

Reading 
This month in reading, students will 

be exploring series books in a club 

like structure. Students will 

recognize predictable patterns 

across a series in order to make 

predictions about story elements. 

Tracking characters across a series 

will help students to identify 

character traits, actions and typical 

behavior. Students will be able to 

build on comprehension skills thinking 

about similarities and differences 

across a particular series. Students 

will build skills for accountable talk, 

by working with groups to discuss 

story patterns such as characters’ 

problems and solutions in series 

books. We will focus on questioning 

techniques to build understanding and 

conversation builders to discuss and 

analyze books! Students will offer 

opinions about texts and listen to 

others ideas. This communication will 

help to build understanding of many 

different texts.  

Writing 
This month we are finishing up our 

study of Endangered Sea 

Creatures. We will be raising 

money at our sea creature museum. 

Any amount counts! Then we will 

transition to learn about NYC. As 

we embark on our detailed study 

of the history of New York City, 

students will be thinking about 

their own experiences in fabulous 

NYC. Students will be asked to 

brainstorm places in New York 

that they have been, formed 

memories at, or liked seeing. We 

will use these ideas to create 

engaging personal narratives. 

Students will continue to work 

through the writing process, 

brainstorming ideas, drafting, 

revising and editing, and then 

publishing a personal narrative 

about one of their favorite 

experiences in NYC. We will be 

using this writing to work on use of 

dialogue, sentence structure, 

paragraph structure, and 

storytelling skills! We can’t wait to 

share our favorite experiences 

with you! 

Math 
This month in math students will 

be learning about basic 

measurement and data 

principles. We will begin with 

non-standards units, so that 

students will become familiar 

with mathematical language such 

as longer than, shorter than, 

length, width and estimation.  

After mastering these concepts, 

students will begin working on 

standard measurement skills. 

They will select and use 

appropriate tools to measure the 

length of width of objects with 

accuracy. Students will become 

familiar with standard units of 

measurements, including, inches, 

feet, yards and centimeters. 

Additionally, students will be 

working on telling time and using 

this understanding to solve time 

related word problems. Lastly, 

students will learn to collect 

data and represent it in a 

variety of ways.   

February 2020 

 

Unit of Study 

 
Towards the end of this month we will be launching our exciting History of New York City study. Students will 

be using research skills to help them discover how the East River influenced the development of New York City. 

We will look closely at pictures in order to make observations and inferences. Students will learn to take notes, 

ask questions, and draw conclusions based on the observations they make.  Students will be able to make 

personal inquiries about areas in NYC they are interested in learning about even more. We’ll “take a walk” 

through history to determine how and why New York City changed over the course of time! 

Notes: 

Have a happy and healthy mid-winter recess!  

Please make sure your child is reading 30 

minutes every night and completing HW! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 

 
January 20th —Martin Luther King Jr. Day, No School 

 

Reading 
This month, students will 

continue to focus on 

reading nonfiction texts.  

They will continue 

practicing finding the main 

idea in a text and 

identifying supporting 

details, as this will help 

them tremendously in 

their Africa, Asia, Europe, 

and South America 

research projects.  We 

will focus on text features 

and teach students how 

the organization of a 

nonfiction text (table of 

contents, glossary, index, 

etc.) can help them find 

information more 

efficiently. They will 

continue to practice 

pulling information from a 

text and using it to 

summarize what they 

learned using their own 

words. 

 

Writing 
This month in writing students 

will be finishing nonfiction 

research reports on their first 

chosen world community country. 

Students will be learning how to 

use headings, topic sentences 

and note taking strategies to 

create meaningful informational 

pieces. Students will move along 

the writing continuum while being 

engaged in this unit of study. 

They will continue to develop 

revision and editing skills as they 

add to their piece throughout 

the unit. Once they finish their 

research projects, they will 

begin writing literary essays 

based on folktales from their 

continent.  They will use the 

story elements of a folktale 

combined with their research to 

compose a literary essay. Their 

essays will explain how the 

folktale uses the culture of their 

continent to teach the lesson in 

their world community. We are 

so excited to see all of their 

hard work!   

Math 
This month in math, students will 

be continuing to learn 

multiplication. We will begin our 

Math in the City unit called 

Muffles Truffles. Students will be 

learning how to manipulate numbers 

in the form of an array, which will 

help them understand the 

fundamental concepts of 

multiplication and the beginning 

concepts of division. Students will 

continue working on multi-step 

word problems using these 

operations.  They will learn multiple 

strategies for solving multiplication 

and division problems, including the 

use of arrays and tables.  They will 

continue to use UPEC to practice 

pulling out the important 

information in a problem, organizing 

their thought process, and showing 

every step of their work. We would 

love for families to continue to 

work on learning quick 

multiplication facts.  

January 2020 

 

Thematic Unit-Case Studies on Cultures 
Students are continuing to work on our first and beginning our second units of study. 

Children will be researching one of the four continents in our rotation.  The four 

continents the third grade will be studying are South America, Europe, Asia and Africa. 

Our students have chosen a country within the continent to study. Children will be forming 

questions, conducting research and organizing information into research reports. The 

students will then share their research findings with their peers.  We are so excited to 

have our students learn from each other! 

Notes: 
Please note that homework is an extension of work done in the 

classroom, and students should be doing this work alone, to ensure 

that we see their triumphs and struggles, to better meet their 

needs.  Please have students complete all homework in their 

notebook, unless otherwise noted. 

 



                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2020 

Fourth Grade  
 Important Dates: 

 
January 20th- Martin Luther King Jr. Day  - no school 
January 24th – Day of Service 
January 25th - International Night  
January 29th - Chorus Concert at Wagner Middle School 

Notes: 
Welcome back! We hope you had a restful and enjoyable 

winter recess!  We look forward to a great second half of 

the school year! 
 

 

 

 

 
Reading 

Historical Fiction 

This month in reading, 4th graders 

will be tackling complex texts as 

they study historical fiction.  

Students will learn how to build 

collective interpretations, and 

how to carry ideas across time.  

They will be learning to pay close 

attention to perspective and point 

of view, as they work to 

understand characters from 

different time periods.  

Additionally they will move 

towards thematic understanding 

and ideas across texts.  They will 

be working hard to compare and 

contrast multiple books with the 

same theme, analyzing carefully 

and using details as evidence for 

their ideas.  
.  

 

Writing 
Historical Fiction 
We’ll start maximizing our 

reading-writing connections with 

Historical Fiction this month!  
Writers will be taking all they 

know about writing a good 

narrative and linking it with their 

newly acquired knowledge of 

Colonial Times in order to write 

historical fiction.  
Our writers will orient the reader, 

convey experiences and events 

precisely and write conclusions 

which bring out some of the 

meaning of their story while 

incorporating historical concepts, 

objects, clothing and characters. 

This will be a fantastic writing unit 

to culminate all the time spent on 

our Colonial America Unit of 

Study! 

Math 

Fraction fever has taken 

over! Students will be 

immersed in the fantastic 

world of fractions!  They will 

practice  fraction 

equivalencies, as well as be 

responsible for comparing 

two fractions with different 

numerators and different 

denominators.  They will 

grow to understand addition 

and subtraction of fractions 

as joining and separating 

parts referring to the same 

whole.  Through hands-on 

activities, and a wide variety 

of word problems, students 

will become fraction experts!   

Thematic Unit :  Colonial America Study 
What an exciting journey we have had during our Colonial America study! This month the journey continues as 

we take our study one step further and transform ourselves into colonists through historical writing and classroom 

construction!  Students will put themselves into a “colonist’s shoes,” as they write historical fiction pieces –

stories, diary entries, and newspaper articles! Additionally, students will use the information they have gathered 

through researching to construct and label important elements of a colony, as they use materials around them to 

create their own colonies!   
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Grad
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New

s 

   FIFTH GRADE 

Happy New Year!   

January 2020 

 

 Important Dates: 
Jan 20 – No School for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 

 

Notes: 
Don’t forget to check your child’s  

Weekly Report each Friday. 

 

 

 

Reading 

In January, the fifth graders will be 

focusing primarily on non-fiction texts.  

In both reading and writing, the fifth 

graders will be practicing close reading 

strategies to better understand the 

structure and meaning of various non-

fiction texts. 
 
We will be teaching students to 

navigate complex non-fiction text sets 

with a critical lens.  Students will be 

analyzing different texts in order to 

summarize the texts, make inferences 

using evidence from the texts, and 

explain the different structures 

authors use to write non-fiction texts. 
 
Students will focus on reading in order 

to answer questions, and use the 

different text features in order to 

better understand the author’s 

purpose for writing the text. 
 
Finally, students will continue to work 

with their reading partners, and 

continue to develop these 

partnerships.  Students will engage in 

conversations surrounding the 

different texts we are reading, and 

use accountable talk to build off of 

one another during these 

conversations. 
 

 

Writing 

 

In December, students finished 

writing research based argument 

essays on their chosen topics.  

They used various strategies to 

plan and organize their writing into 

well-structured five paragraph 

essays with counterclaims and 

rebuttals, as well as revise, edit, 

and publish their writing 

effectively.   

 

In mid to late January, students 

will begin using their knowledge of 

essay structure to construct legal 

briefs as part of our Constitution 

Works Unit.  They will develop a 

claim based on the 

constitutionality of an actual U.S. 

Supreme Court case and will 

strengthen their claims based on 

prior legal precedents.   

 

 

Math 

This month students will continue 

building and developing their 

understanding of volume. 
As with all of our units, students 

began their introduction to 

volume with a real-world context 

problem dealing with filling up a 

box (rectangular prism) with 

smaller boxes (cubic units). 
This will help students 

understand a key component of 

volume as it relates to the layers. 
 
Essentially they will develop the 

understanding that volume is 

composed of layers of an area. By 

the end of their exploration into 

the context problem, students 

will understand the meaning 

behind the formulas for volume:  
L x W x H  
(length x width x height) and  
B x H 
(base x height), and the 

connections between both 

formulas. 
 

 

Thematic Unit-Government Study 

After we conclude our study of U.S. Government, the fifth grade will be beginning a 

short, in-depth study of the Judicial Branch and the U.S. Constitution in preparation for 

our mock trial in mid February.  Students will learn about federal, state, and district 

courts.  They will also learn about the important role of judges and lawyers at all levels in 

our legal system.     


