
                           
  
 

 

 

 
From the Principal. 

 
Dear Yorkville Community School/ PS 151 Families, 

 

What a huge success our 11th annual Fall Festival was! THANK YOU to our PTA, who spent endless hours 
preparing, all of our volunteers who gave their time, and to our YCS families who attended. The day was a 
huge success, both as a fundraiser and as a community builder.  
 
As you may or may not know, most of our PTA fundraising dollars go towards our varied Enrichment 
Programs. These programs are different from our Specialty Classes. Our Specialty classes are taught by full-
time YCS Specialty teachers. Our monthly “Specials” news, included in our newsletter, provides you with 
information regarding what your children are learning in each class and how you can support at home. Our 
Enrichment Programs are provided by Community Based Organizations, (CBO’s) that provide our students with 
the unique opportunities to further promote excellence, self-confidence, creativity, and the development of 
strong-will. They further support our attempts to expand on our students' learning in ways that bring new 
concepts to light or by using old concepts in new ways. These programs are fun for our students, but they also 
impart knowledge as well as encourage our students to use new skills stressed in school to real-life 
experiences. Providing all of our students with opportunities to learn more about themselves, their skills, 
strengths, and giving them a chance to develop interests, increases student engagement and decreases 
occurrences that negatively affect the learning community.  

At YCS, we are grateful to be able to offer our students so many great programs, supplies and a creative 
learning environment.  We guide our practice around our core values, Honesty, Responsibility, Respect and 
Kindness. We choose these particular values because they encompass behaviors that we believe support a 
successful learning community. Our goal is to develop our understanding of how to thrive through positive 
interactions and the power of taking ownership over learning.  Our YCS Cares program is centered on our core 
values and provides ways for our students to be proactive members of our community. Each grade is 
responsible for partnering with an outside organization and though their thematic study culmination projects, 
finds a way to support that organization. We believe that is important that we give back to those in need and 
understand that we can make a difference. Through YCS Cares, all of our students, by grade, are encouraged 
to pick a foundation to support/ donate to. Students are also provided opportunities to be pro-active, through 
school wide donation fundraisers.  

Did you know…? 

 YCS has partnered with the 92nd St Y for the past 11 years. We have worked together to design tailor 
made Enrichment Programs exclusive to YCS! The 92Y currently provide enrichment to 1st, 3rd and 4th 
graders. 

 By the time a student graduates from YCS, they will have had 6 years of chess instruction! 
 

         ADVENTURES     November 2019 



 
 

 Our kindergartners began their Pet unit of study which will culminate with a Pet fair that collects 
blankets to donate to the local ASPCA, (YCS Cares*).  

 Our first graders have begun their Community them study with a focus on appreciating the system 
within a community as well as the similarities, differences, and needs of people in a community. 

 Our second graders are beginning their study of Sea Creatures. They will be visiting museums and 
writing books that reflect their expertise on a sea creature of choice. Their culminating project, a “Sea 
Creature Museum”, will raise money for the wildlife foundation of their choosing. (YCS Cares*). 

 Our third graders are continuing their Case Studies on Cultures. This on-going unit explores how art, 
music, technology and geography help define a culture. Continents covered are Asia, Africa, and 
Europe and South America. These units culminate with a Third International Fair, a percentage of the 
proceeds are donated to an organization for children in need.(YCS Cares*) 

 Our fourth graders units of study center around the quote by Sir Winston Churchill, “The farther back 
you look the farther forward you can see.”  They are learning about the history of our school 
community, the history of America, and study for the past can help to influence the future, in both 
negative and positive ways.  

 Our fifth graders units of study focuses on government and what it means to be a “good leader”. 
Students will student various individuals s who have impacted our world. Social issues will be 
addressed and examined in order to gain understating of how people influence and institute change. 
Our Student Council will take office and work on ways to support our school community.  

       All students will then participate in Constitution Works, a civic education program designed  
to reconnect young people with our country's democratic principles and practices.  

 

To support our students in and out of school, administrators, teachers, and families need to have a shared 
understanding of their children’s learning and work as partners to meet their academic and social-emotional 
needs. Parent-Teacher Conferences are held on November 14th. During conferences, parents have the 
opportunity to meet one-to-one with their child’s classroom teacher to share their child’s academic and social 
progress. Report cards will be sent home with students on December 6th.  
 
Students’ academic performance is one important measure of their progress and success. Grading policies and 
procedures are an important component of the instructional program, as they define the standards by which 
teachers determine student outcomes. Meaningful data on student progress and performance can help to 
inform schools’ curricular, instructional, and organizational decisions. The Standards based scale is used to 
support your child’s academic and social growth by providing you with grades that best reflect your child’s 
ability. Grading is based on formal and informal assessments that are implemented on a daily basis. As you 
read your child’s report card, please keep in mind that it is meant to be one of many tools used to support and 
track your child’s development.  
 
Our students are graded using an on-track system, students being on-track toward meeting the CCLS and/or 
relevant content standards by the end of the year.  Each child is evaluated as an individual, not in comparison 
to another child. Please do not grow concerned if your child receives a 1 or no 4’s. If there are categories 
where your child is approaching standards, goals have been established to help your child meet the standards. 
You may notice that your child is exceeding grade level standards at this time. In this case, enrichment 
opportunities are being provided to challenge and engage your child. If your child is below grade level 
expectations in a particular area(s) of focus, modified instructional practices will continue to be applied in 
order to maximize your child’s success as an independent learner.  In the “Teacher Goals for Student” section,  



 
 
your child’s teacher has provided you with detailed information regarding your child’s academic and social 
development along with next steps and ways to support your child at home.  
 
As the year progresses and expectations and goals change to reflect our current units of study, so may your 
child’s level in a particular area. Remember, our goal is to maximize the academic and social development of 
all of our students. Our continued assessment and observation practices enable us to provide engaging, 
scaffolded, individualized and authentic learning experiences for all of our students.  
 
Warmly,  

Samantha Kaplan 
Principal 

 

                                                          ENRICHMENT @ YCS 

Enrichment Program Grades Receiving Program When and for how long? 
Asphalt Green Recess Enhancement K,1,2,3,4,5 September-June 

92nd Street Y  1st -Dance Exploration  

 3nd - Musical Introduction Series 
4th -STEM 
 

20 session / 2 dance Shows at the Y 
12 Sessions / 4 Concerts at the Y 
20 Sessions /1 STEM show at the Y  

NYC Chess 3rd and 4th  
1st and 2nd  
K   
5th 

8 Sessions\ 
8 Sessions 
8 Sessions  
8 Sessions 

New York Historical Society 2nd  5 Weeks/February-March 
 

Constitution Works 5th  December – March 

Art Specialist  Pre K 
Kindergarten 

October-June 

Art Farm Pre K 
Kindergarten 

Spring 
Fall/Winter 

Dates to Remember: 

 November 14- Parent Teacher Conferences- 11:45am Dismissal 
       Conferences- 1:00:-3:00pm, 5:00-7:30pm 
 

 November 18-22- Book Fair! 
The time has come! This week brings lots of exciting events, one being our annual Fall Scholastic Book 
Fair!  If your child will be purchasing books: 

-Money MUST be placed in an envelope with your child’s name, class, and dollar amount.  
-Money should be sent in the day your child’s class is scheduled to shop the book fair.  
-Book fair volunteers will help guide children on purchasing books, but cannot be held 
responsible for your child’s purchase. 
 

 November 22- Family Friday K-2 
 

 November 28-29th – NO SCHOOL/Thanksgiving  
 

 December 6- Report Cards disturbuted 

 



In November Kindergarteners will begin bringing 

home books along with homework! You can support 

your child by reading directions with them and asking 

them strategies they can use to problem solve. Please 

remember, homework is reflective of daily instruction 

and should be completed with minimal adult support. 

If your child is struggling with homework, please make 

note of it on the homework, so that their teacher is 

aware of areas of continued development.  

Our Pet Unit of Study is a great opportunity to observe 

and share observations with your child to develop 

language and research skills.  

                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 

 

* November 11th- No School 

(Veteran’s Day) 

*November 14th- Half Day (Parent 

Teacher Conferences)  

*November 28th and 29th– No School 

(Thanksgiving) 

* November 22th is Family Friday! 

Reading 
 

During the month of 

November, readers will be 

learning that they have 

“superpowers,” and that 

these superpowers help 

them to become stronger 

readers. Readers will start to 

really learn important 

strategies they can use 

when reading texts to figure 

out tricky words. For 

example, they will be 

learning to point under 

words, use picture cues, 

look at the first letter and 

last letter in a word, identify 

patterns, and ask 

themselves if the words they 

are saying make sense. 

Additionally, they will be 

using word wall words to 

help them read their books. 

Last, readers will understand 

their books, by learning how 

to retell stories accurately, 

and then share these 

superpowers with their 

reading partners! 

Research/Writing 
  

This month writers will observe, 

record, and note take about all 

different kinds of pets. They will 

get ideas from books, 

photographs and videos. 

Writers will make lists or webs 

based on the information they 

discover. We will discuss the 

importance of adding details to 

their writing through pictures, 

labels and sentences. We will 

write Opinion pieces to discuss 

which pets would be good for 

our classroom.  Students are 

working on refraining from 

being “done” with a piece of 

work too quickly. Additionally, 

we will be learning to write 

sentences on lines as well as 

labeling and using our word 

wall to write words we know in 

a snap. 

 

Math 
 

This month we will focus on 

different mathematical 

concepts. 

*Counting and Quantity- 

developing strategies for 

accurately counting objects 

by one (creating equal sets of 

quantities, ways to keep track 

of their numbers, creating 

given sets of objects) 

*Quantity – developing an 

understanding of the 

magnitude and position of 

numbers (more than, less, 

than, equal to) 

* Whole Number Operations – 

using manipulatives, 

drawings, tools and notations 

to show strategies and 

solutions (counting two 

amounts, adding and 

subtracting numbers to 10, 

exploring combinations of 

numbers (i.e. 6 is 3 and 3 and 

also 5 and 1).  

                                               Thematic Unit- Pet Study 
This month we will be starting a new unit of study that focuses on pets.  We will begin new 

research centers using books, videos, pictures.  We will be making lists and webs about what 

makes a good pet and thinking about what a pet is. We will also be comparing and contrasting 

school pets and house pets.  We will be going on neighborhood walks to see what types of pet 

places in have in our own community and how we can use these places to help us with our pets. 
 

November 2019 

Ruler Work 
During this month, students will continue to work on identifying their emotions and labeling them correctly 

(happy, sad, calm, angry, etc.), in conversations and on the mood meter. We will continue to have 

conversations about how to solve problems in social situations.       



 

 

                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2019 

Notes: We are beginning our Community 

Study and looking for volunteers to set up field 

trips within the community. If you have any ties to 

a place in the community and are willing to set up a 

trip for all of the first grades please let your 

classroom teacher know.  

Important 
November 4th: No School - Election Day 

November 11th: No SCHOOL- Veterans Day 

November 14th: 11:45 a.m. Dismissal- Parent 

Teacher Conferences 

November 28th 29th: No School – Thanksgiving 

*There are many trips this month, please check 

the homework for specific dates for your class.  

Reading 

In reading this month 

students will be learning 

about a very exciting 

author! We will be studying 

the craft of the author Mo 

Willems! Mo Willems is the 

author of such books as 

Knuffle Bunny, Elephant and 

Piggie  and the Pigeon 

series. The students will be 

learning about how Mo 

Willems uses craft 

elements such as speech 

bubbles, bold words, and 

ellipsis to draw his readers 

in. The students will then be 

using these craft elements 

to draw in their writing 

when they are writing their 

personal narrative pieces 

about the community! 

Writing 

Our writing this month will be 

focused on both our new community 

study and our author’s craft study. 

Students will be writing personal 

narrative stories about the field 

trips that we are going on and 

experiences that they have had in 

our community. They will be building 

off the skills that they learned in 

our previous narrative unit and 

adding the craft of the author Mo 

Willems that we are studying in 

reading workshop. We will be 

focusing on adding details to our 

stories, adding dialogue, speech 

bubbles, as well as adding characters 

and setting to our stories. We will 

also be working on following through 

the writing process independently. 

The students will be held 

accountable for the editing and 

revising process: self edit – peer edit 

– teacher edit. We will be editing 

independently to find word wall and 

content unit words that are 

misspelled, as well as revising to add 

more specific information about our 

community trips, Mo Willems craft 

of bold words, ellipsis, fancy font, 

and photographs as well as drawings. 

The students are very excited to 

begin writing a personal narrative in 

an author’s style!  

Math 
In math this month, we will begin 

our unit on solving addition story 

problems. This month we will be 

focusing on solving number story 

problems that ask the students to 

combine small quantities of numbers 

adding up to 20. We will be focusing 

on the strategies of using 

manipulatives and drawings to help 

solve these problems. We will also 

be working on solving problems that 

as the students to find multiple 

combinations of two addends. We 

will be using the UPEC system to 

strategically solve our addition 

story problems.  
 

This month we will be continuing 

our work with reading, writing and 

counting numbers above 50. We will 

also be pushing the students to 

deepen their thinking about the 

numbers. We will be asking the 

students to think about a number in 

relationship to other numbers. 

(What comes before and after it? 

How can we represent it? Showing it 

in a picture, What is 10 more? What 

is 10 Less?) We will also be working 

on learning number bonds to deepen 

the student’s understanding of the 

part/part/whole relationship among 

numbers.  

            Thematic Unit- Community Study 
This month, we will begin our community study. We will be learning about who works in our 

community, all the places that make up our community, and what makes it special. We will be 

reading books about the community, visiting different places in the community and researching 

how different community members help us. In this unit we will be having a police officer visit to 

talk to us, going on trips to the library, fire station and post office! 

 

 

First Grade News 



                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
November 5: Election Day—No School 

November 11: Veteran’s Day—No School 

November 14: Parent Teacher Conferences –  

11:45am Dismissal!! 

November 20: Field Trip to Aquarium  

November 21: 406 and 409 Book Fair shopping 

November 26: Family Friday 

November 28-29: Thanksgiving—No School 

 

 
Reading 

 

This month in Reader’s 

Workshop students will be 

focusing on characters in 

stories. Students will be 

identifying the difference 

between character traits 

and character feelings. 

Once the trait or feeling 

has been identifies, the 

students will be identifying 

specific evidence from the 

text to support their 

findings. Students will also 

be looking for recognizable 

patterns in a character’s 

behaviors, and using this 

information to make 

predictions, and draw 

conclusions.  

Writing 
 

This month in Writer’s 

Workshop we will be 

finishing up our school 

memory Personal Narratives. 

We will also be launching our 

next Unit of Study: What 
makes sea creatures unique?  

Students will be working in 

groups studying a sea 

creature of their choice. 

Students will be learning how 

to conduct research through 

a variety of means. For 

example, students will be 

reading non-fiction texts, 

analyzing pictures, and 

watching videos. Students 

will be learning how to take 

notes, make inferences, 

organize information, and 

compose an informational 

piece of writing.  

Math 
 

This month in Math we will 

continue our focus on 

developing an understanding 

of number sense and place 

value. Students will be 

introduced to a fictional 

story: “The T-Shirt Factory”. 

During this unit, students will 

develop a stronger 

understanding of place value, 

addition, and subtraction. 

Students will also understand 

equivalence by grouping tens 

and ones to make the same 

number. For example, 38 is 3 

tens and 8 ones, but also 2 

tens and 18 ones.  

  

Thematic Unit- Sea Creature Study 
This month we will begin our study of sea creatures! Over the course of this unit, students will learn 

about what makes sea creatures unique. Students will study a wide array of topics surrounding sea 

creatures. For example, students will learn about different habitats, what sea creatures need to 

survive, and their unique physical characteristics. In addition, this unit of study will be integrated 

into our art, dance, music, and science programs. An integral part of this unit will be our visit to the 

American Museum of Natural History and the NY Aquarium in Coney Island to explore the Sea 

Creature Exhibits! 

Notes: 
 Please remember to bring your green folder, HW 

notebook and HW packet back to school every day!  

 Please remember to read daily and log it on your 

Reading Log.  

 Please keep practicing your fast facts! 

 Return all permission slips!! 

Second Grade News 

November 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
Thursday, November 14th   – ½ Day - Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

Tuesday, November 5th –Election Day, no school 

Thursday Nov 28th  – Friday Nov 29th  – Thanksgiving 

Recess 

 

Reading 
This month in reading, 

third graders will begin 

focusing on reading 

informational texts.  We 

will be using these texts 

to discuss the main idea 

and supporting details.  

We will also be looking at 

the text features and 

how they help us 

understand the author’s 

purpose.  As the students 

read their informational 

books, they will be 

expected to pull out 

important information in 

order to summarize.  

This reading unit will help 

support the research of 

our world communities! 

While we are focusing on 

nonfiction, students will 

still have time to read 

fiction books and work on 

thinking deeply about 

their characters.   
 

Writing 
As students finish their 

autobiographies, we will begin 

researching for our 

informational writing piece 

about our first world 

community.  We will practice 

note-taking skills to record 

important information we have 

learned through our research. 

We will use various sources to 

do our research, such as books, 

pictures, and Chromebooks.  

Students will take the 

information they find and 

organize it, using headings and 

subheadings.  They might 

choose to include diagrams, 

charts, or photographs to help 

explain their ideas.  Students 

will also be working to use their 

notes to form full sentences.  

They will constantly be 

rereading their writing to 

revise (add more detail or 

eliminate extra information) 

and edit (grammatical or 

spelling errors).  They will be 

working to produce a published 

piece of informational writing! 

Math 
This month in math we are continuing 

our unit on multiplication using the 

Math in the City unit called “The 

Grocery Store.” Students are 

beginning to understand that 

multiplication is a faster way to add 

equal groups of numbers. We will be 

looking at different strategies to 

multiply, such as drawing groups, using 

fast facts, and skip counting.  After 

this unit, we will continue to learn 

multiplication through another Math in 

the City unit called “Muffles 

Truffles.” Students will be learning 

how to manipulate numbers in the form 

of an array.  An array is a visual 

representation of multiplication.  

Students should be able to draw and 

interpret arrays.  Students will be 

working on word problems using 

multiplication.  Although we are 

starting multiplication it is very 

important to continue to reinforce the 

addition and subtraction strategies.  

Mastering these skills will support the 

future units!  

November 2019 

 

Thematic Unit-Case Studies on Culture  
This month we will begin a new unit of study on a world community!  Each third grade class will be studying a 

different continent (South America, Asia, Africa, and Europe).  We will be rotating through three continents as 

the year progresses.  During each unit, we will take trips to explore the different world communities.  We will 

focus on researching, questioning, and learning about geography, technology, the arts, and history/culture of 

each community.  We are excited to share our new knowledge and welcome any information that can be provided 

by families for each new unit! 

Notes: 
Formal homework has begun. Please note that this is an extension 

of work done in the classroom, and students should be doing this 

work alone, to ensure that we see their triumphs and struggles, to 

better meet their needs.  Please have students complete all 

homework in their notebook, unless otherwise noted. 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
Election Day- Tuesday, November 5th 

Veterans Day- Mon, November 11th 

Parent-Teacher Conferences- Thursday, November 14th 

 

Thanksgiving Recess- Thursday & Friday November 28th and 29th  

 
 

Reading 
In the month of November, the fifth 

graders will be focusing primarily on 

non-fiction texts.  In both reading and 

writing, the fifth graders will be 

practicing close reading strategies to 

better understand the structure and 

meaning of various non-fiction texts. 

 

We will be teaching students to 

navigate complex non-fiction text sets 

with a critical lens.  Students will be 

analyzing different texts in order to 

summarize the texts, make inferences 

using evidence from the texts, and 

explain the different structures 

authors use to write non-fiction texts. 

 

Students will focus on reading in order 

to answer questions, and use the 

different text features in order to 

better understand the author’s 

purpose for writing the text. 

 

Finally, students will continue to work 

with their reading partners, and 

continue to develop these 

partnerships.  Students will engage in 

conversations surrounding the 

different texts we are reading, and 

use accountable talk to build off of 

one another during these 

conversations. 

 

 

Writing 
Fifth graders did a wonderful job 

on their first writing piece of the 

school year.  Our students focused 

on the characteristics of narrative 

writing, and were able to construct 

small moment stories while 

practicing the steps of the writing 

process.  Students focused 

zooming in on an event and using 

various sensory details and other 

techniques to raise the quality of 

their pieces.   

 

In November, students will focus 

on the characteristics of essay 

writing, and will conduct research, 

take notes, plan, and construct an 

essay while practicing the steps of 

the writing process.  Students will 

learn how to discern between 

reliable and unreliable sources as 

they research using trade books 

and online sources.   

 

Students will continue studying 

and using relevant narrative craft 

techniques to lift the level of 

sophistication of their writing.   

Math 
Fifth graders just finished up 

our first unit focused on place 

value.  Students worked to 

understand the different place 

values, and the powers of 10 

between each place value.  

Students deepened their 

understanding of place value 

with decimals, and how we can 

use place value charts to help 

us add, subtract, multiply and 

divide decimals. 

 

Our next unit focuses on 

multiplication and division of 

whole numbers and decimals, 

along with the order of 

operations.  Students will build 

upon their knowledge of place 

value to understand the 

standard algorithm in 

multiplication and division.   

 

We will be working specifically 

on having students understand 

these concepts in context, using 

various word problems to help 

students better apply these 

skills and strategies to complex 

word problems. 

 

     November 2019 

 

 

Thematic Unit- Government Study 
In fourth grade, students studied the Colonial period in America and the Revolutionary War.  In 

fifth grade, students will learn about what came next after Americans won their independence 

from Great Britain.  In the upcoming months students will be focusing on a new nation, and take a 

deeper look at the structure of the U.S government.  The students will really take the time to 

interpret the framework of the constitution and how this has affected the United States today. 

Notes: 
Don’t forget to check your child’s  

Weekly Report each Friday. 



                 SPECIALS                 
 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ Music Notes from Ms. Annabelle ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ 
All students are involved in music-making experiences that include opportunities for hands-on 
and interactive learning, self-expression, and reflection. Students are continuously making 
personal connections to music. When applicable, they are also recognizing the parallels 
between music and other disciplines.   
 

Pre K: Students will sing 
and move to music! They 
will identify a variety of 
musical instruments. 

Kindergarten: How do 
we use our voices?  
Students will continue to 
explore different ways to 
use their voice.  

First Grade: We are musical explorers and 
will explore a diverse range of musical 
genres found in New York City 
neighborhoods. 

Second Grade: What is 
good singing?  Students 
will blend their voices to 
create a vocal ensemble. 
They will use their voices 
to express the feeling of 
the music. 

Third Grade: How does 
an instrumentalist act, 
look like, and sound like? 
Students will be 
responsible to play and 
take care of the 
recorder.  

Fourth Grade: We are adding to our bucket 
drumming repertoire and examining why it 
is important to keep a steady beat while 
playing alone and together. 

Fourth Grade Band: 
Instrument assignments 
will be given out this 
month. Students will 
learn how to care and 
assemble their 
instrument.   

Fifth Grade Band: 
Why is practicing 
important?  Remember 
to be prepared for band 
on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays! Part of 
being prepared is 
practicing the music at 
home.   

Fourth & Fifth Grade Chorus: 
What is your individual responsibility as a 
member of an ensemble?  Please make 
sure to bring your chorus binder, music 
and a pencil to class.  Begin to memorize 
the lyrics! 

 
 

Physical Education with Mr. Jonathan 
The pre-k students have continued to learn about personal space and body control through 
various explorative play activities. 
Our kindergartners and first graders have learned all of the simple locomotor skills, as well as, 
the complex skills. Some of the complex skills they have learned are hopping, skipping as well as 
leaping. These skills be reviewed and practice through a variety of different games.  
 



The second graders have been utilizing the complex skills and other movement skills in a variety 
of ways and activities too. They will be practicing the traveling skills through different tag 
games, and using them as the students explore and discover different pathways, such as, 
diagonal or curved path, as well as, direction, such as forwards and backwards. After different 
pathways and directions, the classes will be using these movement skills at different levels, like 
high, medium and low.  
 
The third graders have continued to work on communication and team building skills. Through 
games like “Treasure Island” these skills be developed and the students will utilize team work 
to complete a common goal, which is the task at hand.  
 
Our fourth and fifth graders have continued practicing the cup stacking skills, and have been 
developing their hand quickness, control, and hand eye coordination. We have finally reached 
the final stage the “cycle” which incorporates all the skills the students have learned so far. 
 
 

Science K-5 with Ms. Mariel 
Kindergarteners are science are deep into their first unit, “Needs of Plant and Animals.”  We 
have learned how animals, such as a quail, woodpecker, and raccoon get the food necessary to 
survive.  In addition, we got to see how a gopher, snail, and praying mantis stay safe from 
predators in their own ways.  Ask your kindergartener to show you how a praying mantis looks 
fierce to scare away others! We have also planted radish seeds and put them in two different 
spots in the classroom.  One of our plants is in sunlight near the window, and the other is in the 
dark. We voted on which we think will grow better and cannot wait to find out! 
 
Spruce the Sea Turtle is being released back into the ocean by an aquarium.  First graders at YCS 
are supporting the scientists at the aquarium as they explain to visitors how Spruce will survive 
in the ocean.  In our “Animal and Plant Defenses” unit, we will be exploring how the body parts 
of plants and animals function in a way that enables the living thing to meet its survival needs.  
We read a research book about tortoises to learn about how they use their body structures - 
their shell, their toenails, their eyes - to survive and stay safe from predators.   
 
Do you know a YCS second grader?  These students are taking on the role of plant scientists, as 
they begin to explore what happened to chalta trees in the Bengal Tiger Reserve, a fictional 
mystery that takes place in India.  In our “Plant and Animal Relationships” unit, we have begun 
to analyze old maps of the area to determine how many trees were in the forest in 1995 and 
then in 2015. As we continue learning, we will be planting some radish seeds to help us learn 
what plants need to survive! 
 
The third grade “Inheritance and Traits” unit begins with building a deeper understanding of 
how scientists learn about a habitat or living things using fossils.  We used fossil footprints to 
help us race a dinosaur! By studying how far apart the fossil footprints are when found, we can 
determine how long their stride is.  We then took 8 of our biggest steps to see if our stride 



would beat the dinosaur! 
 
Fourth graders have wrapped up their “Electricity and Magnetism” unit and are beginning to 
work on “The Human Machine.”  In this series of lessons, students will understand how the 
parts of the body work together as a team to help us move, see, and think.   Stay tuned for 
more information on what we’ve explored! Information on the grade 4 science test and 
practice questions can be found at https://www.nysedregents.org/grade4/science/home.html. 
 
The fifth graders here are out of this world!  We are exploring the phases of the moon to better 
understand how they change throughout the month.  Using a styrofoam ball and a flashlight, 
can we mimic the phases of the moon? Will this help us to explain how the phases change?   
 

Art with Ms. Jessica 

PreK and K art students continue to explore the various materials and methods of making art. 
This month they will have more time to experiment with different paints in their various 
centers.  
 
First graders are studying shapes and how to use them to create a composition in our current 
collage project. Inspired by Todd Parr’s style, students are creating collages using flat color 
paper, black outlines, and shapes for parts of objects. This is a great opportunity to develop 
scissor skills! 
 
Second grade has started their sea creature study and in art class they have been learning to 
look at sea creature forms and find how shapes connect to create the form on a paper. They are 
experimenting with different media like pencil, colored pencils, craypas and watercolors, and 
learning what different effects can be achieved.  
While studying cultures from around the world in the classroom, third graders will be exploring 
the art of mosaics in the art studio. Mosaic art is present across continents and students will 
examine both historic and modern mosaics before designing their own.  
 
Fourth graders are launching a new watercolor project based on the flora and fauna of early 
NYC. They will be researching and sketching some of the many creatures that thrived in the 
Manahatta habitats in the 1600s and 1700s.  
 
The fifth grade has begun a new project, They have chosen an object to study and draw three 
times for a triptych. They will develop their contour drawing skills and their line drawing 
techniques for the first section, explore color theory for the second, and choose their own 
method to depict their object in the third.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.nysedregents.org/grade4/science/home.html


Dance with Mr. Jason  
Pre-K has continued to acclimate to being in a dance studio.  They are taking off their shoes 
quicker and getting ready to move!  We are focusing on dancing within our own personal space 
and responding to the music.   
 
Kindergarten has been demonstrating their creativity in so many ways.  They have been 
creating letter shapes and continue to develop their ability to communicate through 
movement.  We have just begun doing an exploration of emotions and how one can show how 
they are feeling through dance, without talking.  It been great to see to see how expressive and 
enthusiastic the students responded to this exploration. 
 
1st Grade has been learning different locomotor movements across the floor.  At the end of 
October we had been working on a dance to the Monster Mash which they enjoyed 
thoroughly.  Our focus has been creating a movement sentence with a clear beginning, middle 
and end.  Within the study, the students have been contributing their own ideas on how their 
characters would move based on the music.  We have also been learning ballet vocabulary 
including chassé, sauté and jeté. 
 
2nd Grade - Our focus has been creating a movement sentence with a clear beginning, middle 
and end.  This month we will be adding to their mirror study into a deeper understanding of 
symmetry.  In our focus on symmetry students have been working in small groups and coming 
up with their own symmetrical shapes on various levels and finding unique ways to travel from 
one shape to the next. 
 
3rd Grade has been doing an amazing job with the Tarantella.  They are working in large groups 
and beginning to count the music on their own.  They are starting to perform the choreography 
on their own as well and have been critiquing each other’s performances.  There are several 
formation changes and new steps such as the grapevine in this dance.   
 
4th Grade is doing an excellent job with Jazz so far.  They have been practicing their 
new dance vocabulary by mastering three step turns, jazz squares and chasse on alternating 
feet.  They have been working on a combination that they will be expected to execute in small 
groups on their own.  We have also been fine tuning our balances and working on strength and 
flexibility.   
 
5th Grade has been studying Michael Jackson's Thriller.  We learned original choreography from 
the video complete with counts and feeling!  The quick timing and precise movements were 
challenging and fun.  Ask your children to show you some of the steps they learned.  We 
culminated the unit by watching some an excerpt of the video along with footage from Michael 
Jackson in the rehearsal studio learning the dance himself. 
 
 


