
                       
  
 

 

 
From the Principal. 

 
Dear Yorkville Community School/ PS 151 Families, 
 
As the 2019, the calendar year draws to a close, and we head into a new decade, it is time to reflect on 
what we have accomplished, as individuals, and as a school community. We have a lot to be proud of 
and excited for as the New Year begins! 
 
After many years of working alongside our elected officials, and school construction, I am thrilled to 
announce that construction will begin on our rooftop playground within the next weeks!  
Please be prepared when dropping your child off at school that scaffolding, covering the front of our 
building will be put up shortly and will remain for the duration of this construction. Our new 
playground should be ready by May 2021!  
 
Our goal, as a school, is to ensure that we create and promote equitable learning opportunities for all 
of our students. We are incredibly proud of our vertically aligned curriculum, which connects 
instruction from year to year and prepares students for the rigors of middle school and the world 
beyond. Our students are encouraged to achieve high academic standards as well as develop social 
awareness. YCS students, as well as staff and parents/guardians are encouraged to, “think out of the 
box”, observe, question, reflect and generate ideas that support a community that values collaboration 
and meaningful practices. To support our children, we all must explore who they are and then use 
those observations to build and expand on who they are. Our expectations should be clear and age 
appropriate, our curriculum exciting and focused around inquiry.  
 
Our staff members engage in on going staff development and inquiry work centered on informal and 
formal student data. The reading writing and math data collected informs instruction to ensure that 
our varied learners’ strengths and needs are met. Data trends and individual student data is analyzed 
and used to design whole group/ small group lessons and 1:1 student conferences. The Yale RULER 
program has been integrated into our daily practice, to support student mental health and a positive 
school culture. Providing classroom communities that assist our children with navigating emotions 
results in the ability to focus on instruction. Our teachers have formed and are members of various 
committees designed to support collaboration in promoting a supportive school community.   
Some, but not all committees include: 

 School Leadership Team 
 Measures of Student Learning Team 
 Equity team 
 Professional Development committee 
 Wellness Committee 

 

           ADVENTURES     December 2019 



 
 Community Assembly Team 
 RULER / TCIS SEL Team 
 Attendance Team 

 
Regular school attendance is one of the most significant contributing factors to school success. Recent 
national research has shown that students who are chronically absent and/or late are less likely to 
achieve success in school. Regular attendance is extremely important in every grade. Chronic absence 
has been defined as being absent at least 10% or more of the total days a student is enrolled in school. 
It is our goal to reduce the number of students who are categorized as being chronically absent.   

 
At YCS, we make every effort to instill a sense of responsibility and empathy in our students. As the 
holidays approach, it is important for us to be aware and sensitive to our diverse learning community. 
Yorkville Community School has families from many different cultures and traditions and it would be 
impossible for classrooms to honor each and every holiday our YCS families celebrate.  We do not want 
any child to be excluded from a classroom experience, because it is centered on a specific holiday 
celebration, therefore we do not decorate the school or classrooms for holidays, nor do we hold 
holiday celebrations, (rather, we may hold “Winter Celebrations”). 

 
Wishing you all a wonderful end to 2019 and a bright beginning to 2020! 

 
Yours Truly, 

Samantha Kaplan 
Principal  
 
   “Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.”    -Malcolm X 

 

********************************************************************************************** 
As the cold weather is upon us, please help maintain a safe and productive school environment by reviewing 
our outdoor play policies and inclement weather/ dismissal plans. 
 
Inclement Weather Dismissal- (rain, snow, etc.) 

 Pre K and KINDERGARTEN - Students are picked up from classrooms. WEST LOBBY DOORS open at 
2:50pm. 
 

 GRADES 1, 2 and 4 --Students are picked up in CAFÉ.  
*Parents/ Guardians enter through the MAIN LOBBY DOORS and WEST LOBBY doors at 3:00p 
 

 Grade 3- Students are picked up In the MAIN LOBBY  
*Parents/ Guardians enter through the MAIN LOBBY DOORS at 3:00pm 
 

 GRADE 5 – Students are picked up in WEST LOBBY  
*Parent/ Guardians enter through the WEST LOBBY DOORS at 3:00pm 

 
Early Dismissals 
If a parent/guardian needs to sign out a child before the end of the day, it must be by 2:40 pm. You must come 
to the Main Office and sign your child out. Students are only released to adults who are listed on the child’s blue 
emergency card. Please try to make a child’s doctor and dental appointments after school hours. Children miss 
important instruction when they are out of school. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/malcolmx386475.html?src=t_future
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/malcolm_x.html


 
 
Emergency Closing and Delayed Openings 
The Chancellor of the NYC DOE makes decisions about school closures and delayed openings by 6am on a given day. 
Families can find updated information by checking the DOE website (www.schools.nyc.gov), calling 311, or by listening 
to local news radio, local TV stations or cable channel NY1.  
 
DOE Guidelines for Outdoor Play in Cold Weather 
Children benefit from vigorous exercise and should be given the opportunity to play outside whenever possible.  Unless 
there is ice on the playground, low temperatures should not be a barrier to outside play, as long as children are 
appropriately dressed.  The Health Department strongly encourages principals to maintain outdoor play periods on the 
vast majority of winter days.  
                                                                              

                                      
 

Fun Winter Break Activities: 
 The Museum of Natural History- Central Park West & 79th St, New York, NY  

 “T-REX: The Ultimate Predator” 
 

 Children’s Museum of Manhattan- 212 W 83rd St, New York, NY  

Let’s Dance!  “Bounce, glide or leap to our exciting exhibition/dance space designed to introduce children and families 

to the delights of dance! Celebrate the beauty, spirit, and diversity of the form while learning about the important role dance 

can play in a child’s world. Discover dance from a variety of entry points: as an art form, as an expression of diverse 

cultures and traditions, and as a healthy physical activity.” 

 

 One World Conservancy- 285 Fulton St., New York, NY 
“While the Empire State Building is always a good choice to check out the city view, we like the experience at One World 
Observatory. Kids get a kick out of riding some of the fastest elevators in the world and love knowing they are on top of the  
tallest building in the country.” 
 

 Children's Museum of the Arts- 103 Charlton St. New York, NY 
“Check out the 10,000-square-foot Children’s Museum of the Arts for kid-centered activities, plenty of hands-on art 
workshops, and 2,000 brightly colored paintings and drawings, most of them created by kids.”  

 

 National Museum of Mathematics- 11 E 26th St., New York, NY 
This under-the-radar museum features a ton of hands-on exhibits showing how science, technology, engineering, 
and math inform every element of our lives. Kids can ride square-wheeled tricycles (really!), paint on a digital 
canvas, and stump their parents with an array of puzzles and quizzes.” 
 

      

http://www.schools.nyc.gov/


Universal Literacy Initiative                 
Coach’s Corner, Fall 2019 

My name is Josephine Hendrix-Hansen and I am your school’s Universal Literacy Reading Coach. 
I am working with grades K-2 to support teacher practice and student achievement in reading and writing. 

During each season I will be sharing information to help your child become a better reader. 

The Five Pillars of Literacy (+ Writing) 

Spotlight on Phonemic Awareness and Phonics 

 

 

 

 

What is Phonemic Awareness? 

Phonemic Awareness is the ability to hear, think about and 

manipulate sounds in spoken words.  This is all oral NOT involving 

any written letters or words.  

What is Phonics? 

Phonics is connecting those sounds learned (phonemic 

awareness) to letters. Phonics is putting those letters together to 

make words, learning about parts of words to make bigger words 

and putting words together to make sentences. 

At Home Challenge 
 
In order to support your child in phonemic awareness, try one of the 
four activities from below. 
 
Listen for the beginning sound. 
Try saying words that begin with these sounds. Ask your child what 
sound they hear at the beginning of the word. 
Some examples: mat, apple, swim, prince, tape. 
  
Listen for the ending sound. 
Try saying words that end with these sounds. Ask your child what 
sound they hear at the end of the word. 
Some examples: ham, friends, drop, print. 
 
Blend words together. 
Try saying two words and ask your child to blend them together into 
one work. 
Some examples: out-side, pan-cake, rain-bow, birth-day 
 
Segmenting words. 
Try saying a word that has two parts and ask your child to split them 
up. 
Some examples: cowboy, flashlight, playground, snowball, 
toothpaste. 

Want to learn more? 
https://www.colorincolorado.org/ 
A bilingual site for educators and families of English 
Language Learners 

https://www.starfall.com/h/ 
Phonemic Awareness and Reading Online Games  

Books to Read Together  

           
Bear Says Thanks by          The Snowy Day by              The Polar Express by 
      Karma Wilson                   Ezra Jack Keats                   Chris Van Allsburg 

 
First Grade is currently working on strengthening 
phonemic awareness skills by implementing fun and 
engaging activities! 
 

 

https://www.colorincolorado.org/
https://www.starfall.com/h/


 



     SPECIALS @ YCS           
 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ Music Notes from Ms. Annabelle ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ 

 
Pre K: Students will sing 
and move to music! 
Students have met 
Beethoven Bear, Mozart 
Mouse and Clara 
Schumann-Cat. They help 
us learn about music. 

Kindergarten:  
Students will learn songs 
about pets. They will also 
study dynamics. Dynamics 
are the loudness and 
softness of the music.   

First Grade: As musical explorers, 
we are exploring a range of 
musical genres found in New York 
City neighborhoods. We are 
discovering music from Cumbia 
from Columbia and Armenian Folk 
music 

Second Grade: What is a 
chorus?  Students are 
singing together as a 
chorus ensemble.  They 
will be learning and 
performing songs about 
sea creatures.   

Third Grade: What can you 
do to be an excellent 
recorder player?  Recorder 
songs: 
“Hot Cross Buns”  
“Gently Sleep” 
“Merrily We Roll Along”   

Fourth Grade:  
Our bucket drumming unit is 
coming to an end and students will 
begin a ukulele unit. They will be 
introduced to the instruments and 
learn their first chord this month. 

 

  Dance with Mr. Jason 
I hope everyone enjoyed the Thanksgiving holiday!  I was so pleased to hear from parents this 
year how many of their children are coming home, turning on music and dancing!  Encouraging 
movement as a means of expression is a key component to dance education.  Kindergarten 



students continue to let their creativity shine through movement.  As a class, we have created 
dances that reflect various emotions such as happy, sad, angry and surprised.  It was so fun to 
see how expressive this age can be when conveying these feelings through movement.  
  
1st Grade has been working in groups and learning the valuable lessons of 
cooperation.  Students are encouraged to share ideas and take turns when creating movement 
ideas.   Their understanding of personal space is becoming much more evolved as we delve into 
partner work and negotiating space together and alone.  We will also begin dancing to "Peanut 
Butter Jelly."  
  
2nd Grade has also been working in groups and working on combining their ideas in order to 
make a dance phrase better.   This month we will begin our work with sea creatures which 
reflects the work they are doing with their classroom teacher. Utilizing the theme of sea 
creatures, students will be expected to experiment with different qualities of movement and 
began creating movement sentences.   
  
3rd Grade has developed their understanding of folk dances and we have opened a dialogue 
about traditional dances that may have been passed down from their own families.  These 
students have demonstrated a great deal of enthusiasm when performing these dances and are 
learning the incredibly important task of counting while dancing!  All students are developing 
their rhythmic sense and learning how to respond to the beat of the music.   
  
4th Grade will be completing their jazz studies and will be working on some of the students’ own 
original choreography. We have also been discussing the similarities between tap & jazz as we 
learned about some of the greats.  The Nicolas Brothers, Gene Kelly and Donald O’Connor.   
  
5th Grade has been learning about control, strength and flexibility.  We have also continued our 
work with partners, learning to trust one another with trust falls, following, leading, shadowing 
and mirroring movement.   They have also been introduced to oppositional movement moving 
across the floor, which is helping to improve coordination.   
 
 
 

Physical education with Mr. Jonathan 
 
Our kindergartners and first graders have learned all of their simple and complex locomotors 
skills, such as hopping and skipping. They have explored these directions and pathways through 
a variety of activities, and forward and backwards.  We have now moved onto our “Kids Heart 
Challenge” unit. This is always one of the students’ favorite things we do in P.E. 
 
Our second graders have completed their movement units and will be changing the unit to 
“Kids Heart Challenge”. The students will learn all about the heart, its importance and function. 
This is a very important unit and the students will learn a lot of information about their bodies 
they previously didn’t know. Additionally, more information will be given out as the unit 



progresses in regards to the “Hoops for Heart” fundraiser. All of the proceeds go to the 
American Heart Association, an amazing cause, that aide in preventing and researching heart 
disease.  
  
The third graders are going to be completing their team building unit, and utilizing their 
communication skills and team building skills in the coming classes to help complete one more 
special task before we move on to our “Kids Heart Challenge” unit. 
 
Our fourth graders and fifth graders have completed their cup/speed stacking units. Everyone 
has shown significant progress in developing the skills associated with cup/speed stacking, and I 
am impressed with everyone’s ability to successfully speed stack.  
 
Now that all the classes have finished their current units we will be moving to our “Kids Heart 
Challenge” unit. The students have done this unit in years past, with an emphasis on learning 
about the heart. This year however, our students will examine the nutritionally aspect of “Kids 
Heart Challenge”. We will be discussing proper balance of food, according to the food pyramid, 
as well as, how eating certain foods correlate to heart health. We will be also looking at physical 
activity and the effects of a variety of exercises play on their heart health and in their everyday 
lives.  
 
 

     Science with Ms. Mariel 
 
YCS kindergarteners have learned that animals need shelter, to be safe, and food.  They are 
continuing to explore plants and what plants need. First, we planted radish seeds as a class and 
conducted an experiment.  Even though both received water daily, one cup of seeds went onto 
the windowsill and the other went into a dark spot in the classroom.  One week later we 
learned that both grew, but the one in the dark was yellow and unhealthy.  This means that 
plants need sunlight! Help support this learning by looking at plants in your neighborhood and 
how they get the sun and water they need to be healthy. 
 
 
Have you ever noticed that bird beaks can look different, depending on the individual animal?  
Our first graders played a game to learn more about how each type of beak helps each bird.  
Ask a first grader about the two beaks we modelled in the classroom! We tried to eat some dry 
macaroni using each beak, and then had to try to eat dry macaroni that was mixed up with 
rocks.  Our students found that one beak was better for collecting a lot of food in each scenario. 
The best way to tell what a bird eats? It’s beak! We saw the beaks of birds that collect fish, ones 
that pick seeds, and even ones that are long and pointy to eat nectar out of a flower.   
 
In second grade we have done some planting!  We are exploring what it looks like what a seed 
sprouts and if it’s true that seeds need water and sunlight to sprout.  In addition, these students 
are working to collect data on sprouting plants like a scientist through charts and pictures of 
observations.  Next up, we will be using a ruler to measure the height of some plants and then 



analyzing what the height could mean about whether or not their needs are being met.   
 
Did you know that if you select the smallest dog in a litter and breed it with another small dog 
over multiple generations, you will ultimately end up with a smaller dog than its 
parents/grandparents?  Third graders are exploring selection as an introduction to traits.  We 
learned about where dog breeding originated from and then saw some examples of selection 
that may impact us today.  For example, dairy cows, which we rely on for milk and cheese, were 
a result of selection. Ask a third grader about their Designer Dogs activity, during which we 
looked at two parent dogs and saw what new breeds of dogs were created as a result.   
 
Fourth graders are heading into the medical world.  We build model fingers to show how the 
muscles, bones, tendons, and joints work as a system to actually move.  In fact, we got to see a 
dissection of a chicken foot in order to get a deeper look at what is happening in our own 
body!  Our next body part - the human eye. Do you know how the retina, pupil, cornea lens, 
and iris work together to help us see?  Do you know why some people are blind? Be on the 
lookout for more information - and a model - on what is going on in our eyes and why. 
 
Many moons ago, people thought that bright spots in the night sky that move each night are 
wandering stars.  Galileo helped to prove them wrong. What did he find? Ask a YCS fifth grader 
why the planets were originally called wandering stars and how we know this information is 
true.  Here’s an expert hint: The planets orbit the sun at varying paces, which makes some 
planets look like they are moving faster through the night sky than others.  Mercury, Venus, and 
Mars move faster than Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune, and Uranus. We know this is true because 
through advanced telescopes we could notice details on the “stars” that helped us to see that 
they weren’t stars at all! 

Art with Ms. Jessica 

PreK continues to explore the various media available in the art room and is beginning to learn 
to mix media in order to create certain effects. They do all this in student chosen centers.  
Kindergarteners are creating painted paper pet collages in the style of Eric Carle as they 
participate in the Pet Study in their classroom. Students have used crayons and paint and 
various tools to create texture. Next, they will trace and cut the parts of various animals to glue 
together. 
 
First graders are creating maps of the community in the art room! They are developing their 
own skills in this area by mapping familiar places using a bird’s eye view and preparing to 
collaborate with one another on a large scale YCS neighborhood map, taking inspiration from 
Peters Sis’ Madlenka. 
 
The second grade has launched their Sea Creature Study and is in the midst of a mixed media 
project depicting sea creatures in their habitats. Students are experimenting and learning 
technique in layering craypas and watercolor paints.  
 
In the third grade, students continue to study mosaics from around the world as they create 
their own! Students have chosen an image to use as inspiration as they plan out their own 



mosaic and begin using small paper tessera, or tiles, to create an image. It is certainly a 
challenge but the third grade is already producing some beautiful work! 
 
Fourth graders have chosen their flora or fauna from the time of Mannahatta and begun to 
sketch in preparation for their watercolor piece. Students have been using the watercolor 
paintings of various naturalists in history as inspiration to develop their composition.  
 
The fifth grade is continuing to study one object for a tripych. Students have learned to use contour 
drawing are moving forward to use a chosen color scheme to complete at least one panel. They are 
choosing from  a monochromatic, analogous, or complementary color scheme. 

 

 

    ENRICHMENT @ YCS               
We have developed partnerships with several Community Based Organizations, and with the support of our 
PTA, which funds these programs, we have been able to continue to enrich our academic curriculum. Our 
students are encouraged to expand their interests and discover and/or develop their passion(s). Engagement 
encompasses a student’s individual and social needs and requires a stimulating environment that is motivating 
and stretches the learning process. Our enrichment programs promote our students opportunities for 
accelerated progress and access to new, more challenging concepts and content. Each enrichment program 
that we have partnered with will provide a trained lead teacher to provide instruction to our students. 
Classroom teachers work with partnership teachers to aide with instruction and management.  
 
Asphalt Green: Recess Enhancement Program (REP) /All Grades asphaltgreen.org 
Monday-Friday (Daily) 
REP transforms the culture of recess by engaging students and staff in a variety of cooperative games. The 
program creates a safe environment where children can have fun and be physically active while maintaining a 
sense of independence and ownership of the recess period. In addition to physical benefits, REP also helps 
children develop leadership and social skills by empowering them to lead and teach games to their peers. The 
end result is an educated community of students who utilize the entire recess period to play games they love 
that keep them physically active and safe on the playground.  

 

92nd Street Y 92y.org 
Yorkville Community School and The 92nd St Y work side- by –side to design programs that offer our students 
developmentally appropriate and Common Core State Standard aligned, highly engaging enrichment. 

 Dance Exploration -First Grade 
15 weeks of school-based instruction Program includes two dance performances at 92Y and student 
performance at school This program is in addition to our dance Specialty class, offering our first 
graders more opportunities to develop their gross motor skills and explore the wide range of dance 
genres. Program includes two dance performances at 92Y. 

 Musical Introduction Series-Third Grade 
This dynamic and culturally rich program introduces our students to the world of music, both in the 
concert hall and in the classroom, connecting the joy of musical learning with current academic 
curriculum and providing multiple avenues for students’ artistic engagement. This program is aligned 
with our third grade thematic units- case Studies on Cultures. 

 Digital Design- Fourth Grade 
Students engage in hands on activities to program to create using the SketchUp Pro program.  

http://www.asphaltgreen.org/


 
NYC Chess: All Grades chessnyc.com 
NYC Chess will provide in school chess lessons and strategy building to our students, once a week. Children will 
receive progressive instruction that will leave each of them with a working knowledge of the game; they will 
be well prepared to play and enjoy the game 
 
Creator’s Workshop - Pre K and Kindergarten 
The Creator’s workshop introduces students to a variety of traditional and nontraditional creative tools and 
materials. Special focus is placed on the social emotional benefits of creativity including self-expression and 
collaboration. 

 
New York Historical Society- Second Grade:    nyhistory.org 
How does geography shape history? Over the course of the year students use a combination of maps, 
authentic touch objects and images of works of art and artifacts from the New-York Historical Society’s 
collection to learn how the geography of an area can define a community, and how a community can change 
the geography of a place over time.  
 

 
Constitution Works -Fifth Grade    jrcnyc.org 
With support from the Axe-Houghton Foundation, the Justice Resource Center (JRC) offer us The Constitution 
Works (TCW) program, a law-related/civics program, “fostering skills and dispositions for 21st century learners. 
JRC provides teacher professional development sessions, age-appropriate case materials aligned 
with Common Core and an opportunity for students to role-play their case in a federal court.” 
 
Art Farm- Pre Kindergarten and Kindergarten  www.theartfarms.com 
The Art Farm comes to YCS!  This Animal Science class give children the opportunity to spend time with live 
animals and to develop the important science skills of observation, classification, and communication.  
 

 

Enrichment Program Grades Receiving Program When and for how long? 
Asphalt Green Recess 
Enhancement 

K,1,2,3,4,5 September-June 

92nd Street Y  1st -Dance Exploration  

 3nd - Musical Introduction Series 
4th -STEM 
 

20 session / 2 dance Shows at the Y 
12 Sessions / 4 Concerts at the Y 
20 Sessions /1 STEM show at the Y  

NYC Chess 3rd and 4th  
1st and 2nd  
K   
5th 

8 Sessions\ 
8 Sessions 
8 Sessions  
8 Sessions 

New York Historical Society 2nd  5 Weeks/February-March 
 

Constitution Works 5th  December – March 

Art Specialist  Pre K 
Kindergarten 

October-June 

Art Farm Pre K 
Kindergarten 

Spring 
Fall/Winter 

 

http://www.chessnyc.com/
http://www.nyhistory.org/


Notes: 
Continue to make sure to read and log with your 

child each night. 

Sight word practice at home is essential! 

Also, continue to share and observe different 

types of pets in the neighborhood.  Feel free to 

make lists and webs about your findings. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                   

Important Dates: 
-Winter Recess December 23rd – 

January 1st (School resumes on 

Thursday, January 2nd)  

Have a wonderful holiday and 

Happy New Year! 
 

Reading 
 
During the month of 

December, the children will 

be reading their Just-Right 

books.  A Just-Right book is 

one that they can read 

independently with one or 

two tricky words in it.  During 

this month, we will get our 

mind ready to read by 

looking at the cover and 

thinking, “What will this book 

be about?”  This unit will also 

focus on our reading super 

powers, such as “sound 

power,” snap word power,” 

“reread power,” etc. We 

are also working on thinking 

about what makes sense, 

what sounds right, and what 

looks right.  They need to 

look at the beginning and 

endings of words to begin 

decoding tricky words.  

Writing 
What can our small writers 

teach the world? Just wait and 

see… Writers will make lists or 

webs based on the information 

they discover. We will discuss 

the importance of adding 

details to their writing through 

pictures, labels and sentences 

to create All About Books. We 

will show what have learned 

from researching about pets. 

We will add detail to our All 

About books to help writers 

think more deeply about what 

they are trying to  teach and 

also helps students refrain from 

being “done” with a piece of 

work too quickly. Additionally, 

we will be learning to write 

sentences on lines as well as 

labeling and using our word 

wall to write words we know in 

a snap. By the end of this unit 

your child will teach you all you 

need to know about different 

kinds of pets. 

Math 
 

This month we will be 

implementing a Math In the 

City unit on early number sense 

where students will be focusing 

on understanding that the 

numbers actually have 

meanings (i.e. the number eight 

means 8 objects).  They will 

learn how to understand the 

concept that numbers grow by 

one and that numbers can be 

put together in more ways (i.e. 

8 equals 5+3 and 4+4).  

Students will also explore the 

relationship between numbers 

and compensation by looking 

at number combinations (I 

have 10 apples. Some are red. 

Some are green. How many of 

each could I have?). 

December 2019 

Thematic Unit - PET Study 
This month each class with be getting their own pets where we will focus our research on these 

pets.  We will become researchers where we will be observing, sketching, labeling and writing 

books all about the pets in our classes. We will be including this unit throughout our day as well.  We 

will be implementing research through our read alouds and during our writing times.  We will also 

be using a pretend vet center during Choice Time, where students will have a chance to run their 

own pet store or animal hospital. 

 

 
Ruler Work 

During this month, students will continue to work on identifying their emotions and 

labeling them correctly (happy, sad, calm, angry, etc.), in conversations and on 

the mood meter.  



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 



                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SGrad

e 

News 

Second Grade 

December 2019 

 

Important Dates: 

 
Holiday Parties- 406 -12/13   409 – 12/19 
Winter Recess- December 23rd – January 1st  

 
Have a wonderful holiday and Happy New Year! 

 

Notes: 
Please continue to encourage your children to complete 

homework assignments.  
Also, please encourage your children to research sea creatures 

at home and go to the library to take books out!  
Remember it is important to be on time for school! 

Reading 

In reading this month, students 

will continue to focus on 

strategies good readers use while 

reading fiction books. Students 

will continue to discuss 

characters in their books. They 

will work on identifying the main 

character and secondary 

characters. Students will also 

work on discovering what 

character’s want and what that 

tells us about that character. 

Students will create a poster that 

culminates all of the skills they 

learned within our character 

study unit.  

Toward the end of December 

students will begin to examine 

folktales and fairytales. They will 

look at the types of elements 

that show up repeatedly in these 

types of literature. Students will 

be able to compare and contrast 

various folktales and fairytales by 

the end of the month. 
 

 

 

Writing 

 

December will be a busy month 

for second grade writers! As 

they continue to research sea 

creatures, second graders will 

continue to complete 

informative writing pieces 

showcasing their learning about 

different animals and/or parts 

of ocean habitats. Students will 

begin to draft and create 

individualized books that 

include topics that are of high 

interest to them. Each student 

will gain the research skills 

necessary to note-take, draft, 

and eventually publish an “all 

about” book.  Additionally one 

large focus for this month will 

be editing and revising work 

independently.  Students will 

use checklists to make sure 

they’re staying on track so they 

can self-monitor their work. We 

are thrilled to begin this 

exciting month in writing!   
 

Math 

 

This month in math, our 

focus will be on developing 

students’ place value skills. 

After listening to a 

scenario about a hard-

working family selling t-

shirts, students begin to 

understand how place value 

is used in real life 

situations. Through this 

unit they will analyze up to 

three-digit numbers and 

maybe higher! Students will 

continue to practice skip 

counting by 10’s from any 

number and will count up to 

the thousands.  Students, 

at the end of this unit, will 

also understand different 

math strategies and how 

place value can help them 

add and subtract numbers 

easily. Students will also 

get a sneak peek at 

subtraction strategies.  
 

Thematic Unit- Sea Creature Study 

This month we will be continuing our second thematic study, “Sea Creatures.”  During our “investigation 

station” time period in the morning, students will be immersed in activities to increase their understanding of 

“what makes sea creature unique.”  Examples include measuring sea creatures, researching similarities and 

differences between creature, exploring the food web that exists under the sea, and much more!  Students 

will be continuing to research sea creatures of choice, and presenting their learning through a variety of 

written mediums. The second graders have been expressing large amounts of interest in this study and we are 

excited to watch their engagement continue through this month.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
Winter Recess- Monday December, 23rd – Wednesday 

January, 2nd (School resumes on Thursday January 2nd).   

Have a wonderful holiday and Happy New Year! 
 

Reading 
This month in reading, we 

will be continuing to read 

informational texts.  We 

are using these texts to 

discuss the main idea and 

supporting details.  We 

will also be looking at the 

text features and how 

they help us understand 

the author’s craft. The 

students continue to pull 

out important information 

in order to identify the 

main idea.  This reading 

unit continues to support 

our research of 

communities around the 

world! Fiction reading is 

still important too. We are 

continuing to think deeply 

about the characters we 

read about in our fiction 

books by identifying 

character traits and 

writing theory paragraphs 

including evidence from 

the text. 

 

Writing 
This month in writing, students 

are continuing to work on their 

nonfiction research reports on 

their first chosen world 

community country. We will 

continue to practice taking our 

notes and write topic focused 

chapters. We are continuing to 

use various sources for our 

research.  Students will take the 

information they find and 

organize it using headings and 

subheadings.  They might choose 

to include diagrams, charts, or 

photographs to help explain their 

ideas.  Students will also be 

working to use their notes to 

form full sentences and 

paragraphs.  They will constantly 

be rereading their writing to 

revise (add more detail or 

eliminate extra information) and 

edit (fix grammatical or spelling 

errors).  They will be working to 

produce a published piece of 

informational writing! 

Math 
This month in math we are 

continuing our unit on 

multiplication through our Math 

in the City unit called “Muffles 

Truffles.” Students will be 

learning how to manipulate 

numbers in the form of an 

array.  An array is a visual 

representation of multiplication.  

Students should be able to draw 

and interpret arrays.  Students 

will be working on word 

problems using multiplication.  

We will begin multi operation 

word problems as well making it 

very important to continue to 

reinforce the addition and 

subtraction strategies.  

Mastering these skills will 

support the future units!  
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                               Thematic Unit- Case Studies of Cultures 

Students are continuing to work on our first world community study. Children will be 

researching one of the four continents in our rotation.  The four continents the third grade 

will be studying are South America, Europe, Asia and Africa. Our students have chosen a 

country within the continent to study. During each unit, we will continue to take trips to 

explore the different world communities.  Children will be forming questions, conducting 

research and organizing information into research reports. Be sure to ask your children 

about all the information they have been gathering about their countries.  
 

Notes: 

Formal homework has begun. This is an extension of work done in 

the classroom, and students should be doing this work alone, to 

ensure that we see their triumphs and struggles, to better meet 

their needs.  Please have students complete all homework in their 

notebook, unless otherwise noted. The weekly math sheets are 

sent home Monday and are due the following Friday.  

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
Report Cards Distributed – Dec 6th 

Dec 20th  – Family Friday 

Dec 23rd  through Jan 1 - Winter Recess 

Jan 2 – School Resumes 

Jan 3 – Licenders Check 

 

Reading 
 

In November, the fifth graders will 

continue to increase the depth and 

rigor of their fiction reading practice 

through book clubs.  Students will 

continue to track evidence about 

character actions, interactions, 

reactions, dialogue, and inner thinking, 

along with identifying main ideas, 

themes, symbolism, and literary 

language in high interest texts. 

 

Students will continue to participate in 

student led and directed conversations 

about the texts they are reading.  

These conversations allow students to 

deepen their understanding and 

engagement in reading. 

 

 

Responding to texts will also continue 

to be an integral part of this unit.  

Students will continue to write about 

their reading in the form of reading 

letters, reading responses, and also 

through creative projects.  We look 

forward to finishing 2018 with finely 

tuned fiction reading skills, and 

starting 2019 with a deep dive into 

nonfiction reading! 

 

 

Writing 
 In November, the fifth grade 

finished our first essay writing unit 

where students cycled through the 

writing process with a solid knowledge 

of the structure of a five paragraph 

essay focused on a topic related to the 

U.S. government.  

 

In December, students will continue to 

build upon their use of the writing 

process to make the shift to research 

based argumentative writing.  Last 

year, students will be made claims 

based on whether schools should serve 

chocolate milk or not.  Since this 

argument has already been settled, 

students will be choosing their own 

essay topics.  Students will engage in 

various forms of research in order to 

back up their claims using evidence. 

 

Students will close read articles, and 

explore different sources to put 

together a strong argument in order to 

persuade others to believe their point 

of view. 

 

Math 
In November, fifth graders 

began our second unit 

focusing on multiplication. 

They learned different 

strategies including the 

standard algorithm and partial 

product. They applied these 

strategies to real life multi-

step word problems. In 

addition, students learned 

about the order of operations 

and the use of parentheses, 

brackets, and braces within 

PEMDAS.   

 

In mid-December, fifth 

graders will start their study 

of division.  Students will 

learn to divide multi-digit 

numbers using the standard 

algorithm and partial quotient.  

     December 2019 

 

 

Thematic Unit-Government Study 
At the end of November, students learned about the three branches of government and how our system of 

government uses checks and balances to equalize amongst the three branches.  In December, the fifth 

graders will continue to study the United States Government. They will be researching political parties, the 

U.S. Constitution, and the Judicial Branch of the government. Students will learn the process that a bill 

goes through to become a law. They will discover that there are different levels in the government. 

Students will investigate the roles and responsibilities of each level of the government. Students will also 

study the different levels of the court system.  This will set students up for our next unit focused on the 

judicial branch, which will culminate in our Constitution Works study.   

Notes: 
Don’t forget to check your child’s  

Weekly Report each Friday. 

 

 

 


