
                       
  
 

 

 

From the Principal. 
 

Dear Yorkville Community School/ PS 151 Families, 

 
We have had a wonderful beginning to our year and we thank all of our families for the continued and positive 
support that we have received.  I am excited to share that Our Rooftop Playground project has formally 
begun! The work will start in March 2020 and we will have a 6,000sq.ft. play space on our roof, ready for use 
in May 2021!  
 

Our eleventh annual YCS Fall Festival will be held Saturday, October 26! Many thanks to the PTA for 
organizing and running this amazing event! This is a great time to stroll our school street and get to know 
members of our community, including our enrichment partners.  Proceeds will go towards continuing to 
provide our students with the varied enrichment programs we so proudly offer. Without YCS family funding 
support, our students would not receive the amazing enrichment opportunities such as Asphalt Green Recess 
Enhancement Program,  Chess, 92nd St Y Arts and STEM programs, NY Historical Society, Constitution Works, 
Art farm and Creators Workshop. We are grateful to offer all of our students these programs and provide 
them the opportunity to discover their passions.  
 
We take a great deal of pride in our Specials classes taught by a full time YCS teacher- Art, PE, Dance, Music, 
and Science, (not to be confused with our enrichment partnerships).  These classes ensure our students 
receive opportunities to develop skills that support, (including, but not limited to), fine and gross motor 
dexterity, team building, spatial awareness, and gain knowledge of the world around us. Our Specialty 
teacher’s passion for what they teach is evident through the consistently engaging and high level instruction 
provided to our students. 
 
Our thematic units of study, about 3-4 units per grade per year, encourage both academic and emotional 
intelligence. They provide our students with continuous opportunities to participate in whole class discussions, 
investigations and research that encourage learning how to find answers to questions and communicating 
those through speaking and writing. You can support your child at home by referring to the unit they are 
immersed in.  Not only will it be exciting for them to teach you what they are learning, it will also promote 
their vocabulary, ability to recall specific information and practice the skills that they are developing in school. 
 
Our goal is to develop our students to be curious, compassionate, self-aware and self-motivated 
individuals. While our curriculum is designed to encourage these traits, we have chosen to integrate the 
RULER approach into our daily practice. RULER is an evidence-based approach, developed at The Yale 
Center for Emotional Intelligence, used to develop emotional intelligence. We believe that this work will 
support our student’s emotional development, but their academic growth as well. We want our students 
to know that they are in control of their emotions and behavior/responses to these emotions. This, in turn, 
can increase their confidence as independent learner, challenging themselves academically. 
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RULER teaches five key skills of emotional intelligence: 

 Recognizing emotions in one’s self and others. 
 Understanding the causes and consequences of emotions. 
 Labeling emotions accurately. 
 Expressing emotions appropriately. 
 Regulating emotions effectively. 

 
Did you know… 

 Each month students and teachers show our YCS SPIRIT by wearing our school colors (GREEN & 
WHITE), on School Spirit Day! On these days we also hold community assemblies for students 
to Reflect on the YCS core values: 

                                                    Honesty, Responsibility, Respect, and Kindness 
At these assemblies we:  
 Share what we have been doing in our classrooms and around our school to model these core 

values 
 Celebrate our fantastic school community! 
Last Friday, October 18th, Our Community Assembly was centered on how to be a good friend 
and including others. Our students shared ways they show kindness towards each other inside 
and outside YCS.  
 

 
Warmly, 

Samantha Kaplan  
Samantha Kaplan 
Principal 

 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's 

the only thing that ever has.”      -Margaret Mead 

 
                                                          ENRICHMENT @ YCS 

Enrichment Program Grades Receiving Program When and for how long? 
Asphalt Green Recess Enhancement K,1,2,3,4,5 September-June 

92nd Street Y  1st -Dance Exploration  

 3nd - Musical Introduction Series 
4th -STEM 
 

20 session / 2 dance Shows at the Y 
12 Sessions / 4 Concerts at the Y 
20 Sessions /1 STEM show at the Y  

NYC Chess 3rd and 4th  
1st and 2nd  
K   
5th 

8 Sessions\ 
8 Sessions 
8 Sessions  
8 Sessions 

New York Historical Society 2nd  5 Weeks/February-March 
 

Constitution Works 5th  December – March 

Art Specialist  Pre K 
Kindergarten 

October-June 

Art Farm Pre K 
Kindergarten 

Spring 
Fall/Winter 



 
 

Asphalt Green: Recess Enhancement Program (REP) /All Grades asphaltgreen.org 
Monday-Friday (Daily) 
REP transforms the culture of recess by engaging students and staff in a variety of cooperative games. The program 
creates a safe environment where children can have fun and be physically active while maintaining a sense of 
independence and ownership of the recess period. In addition to physical benefits, REP also helps children develop 
leadership and social skills by empowering them to lead and teach games to their peers. The end result is an educated 
community of students who utilize the entire recess period to play games they love that keep them physically active and 
safe on the playground.  

 
92nd Street Y 92y.org 
Yorkville Community School and The 92nd St Y work side- by –side to design programs that offer our students 
developmentally appropriate and Common Core State Standard aligned, highly engaging enrichment. 

 Dance Exploration -First Grade 
15 weeks of school-based instruction Program includes two dance performances at 92Y and student 
performance at school This program is in addition to our dance Specialty class, offering our first graders more 
opportunities to develop their gross motor skills and explore the wide range of dance genres. Program includes 
two dance performances at 92Y. 

 Musical Introduction Series-Third Grade 
This dynamic and culturally rich program introduces our students to the world of music, both in the concert hall 
and in the classroom, connecting the joy of musical learning with current academic curriculum and providing 
multiple avenues for students’ artistic engagement. This program is aligned with our third grade thematic units- 
case Studies on Cultures. 

 Digital Design- Fourth Grade 
Students engage in hands on activities to program to create using the SketchUp Pro program.  
 

NYC Chess: All Grades chessnyc.com 
NYC Chess will provide in school chess lessons and strategy building to our students, once a week. Children will receive 
progressive instruction that will leave each of them with a working knowledge of the game; they will be well prepared to 
play and enjoy the game 
 
Creator’s Workshop - Pre K and Kindergarten 
The Creator’s workshop introduces students to a variety of traditional and nontraditional creative tools and materials. 
Special focus is placed on the social emotional benefits of creativity including self-expression and collaboration. 
 
New York Historical Society- Second Grade:    nyhistory.org 
How does geography shape history? Over the course of the year students use a combination of maps, authentic touch 
objects and images of works of art and artifacts from the New-York Historical Society’s collection to learn how the 
geography of an area can define a community, and how a community can change the geography of a place over time.  
 
Constitution Works -Fifth Grade    jrcnyc.org 
With support from the Axe-Houghton Foundation, the Justice Resource Center (JRC) offer us The Constitution Works 

(TCW) program, a law-related/civics program, “fostering skills and dispositions for 21st century learners. JRC provides 
teacher professional development sessions, age-appropriate case materials aligned with Common Core and an 
opportunity for students to role-play their case in a federal court.” 
 
Art Farm- Pre Kindergarten and Kindergarten  www.theartfarms.com 
The Art Farm comes to YCS!  This Animal Science class give children the opportunity to spend time with live animals and to 
develop the important science skills of observation, classification, and communication.  

 

http://www.asphaltgreen.org/
http://www.chessnyc.com/
http://www.nyhistory.org/


Notes: 
We have been off to a great start 

this year. Thank you for all your 

support so far!  

                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 

-October 26th Fall Festival 

-October 31st Halloween  

(No costumes) 

Reading 
During the month of 

October, the children will 

be reading familiar 

pictures books. These are 

books that have a strong 

narrative structure and 

that your child has heard 

many, many times. They 

will begin to retell the 

story, learn how the 

characters are feeling, 

and understand that the 

character’s actions have 

meaning.  The children 

will also begin acting out 

texts as they become 

more familiar with them. 

We will teach students 

how to read like 

storytellers, changing 

their voice to match the 

characters and using 

expressions they believe 

the characters would 

use. 

      Research/Writing 

Our next writing unit 

focuses on labeling 

like scientists.  We will 

begin to explore the 

world around us 

through our school 

study.  Students will 

draw pictures of things 

they find interesting in 

their sketchpads, and 

be asked to label the 

items and their 

attributes.  

Additionally, we will 

begin working on 

stretching out words, 

listening to the first 

sound, and finally, all 

the sounds we hear as 

we say the words. 

Math 
This month in math we 

will focus on four 

different mathematical 

concepts: counting, 

comparing, ordering, 

and measuring. 

Students will be 

learning how to use 

these different 

concepts through 

math games and 

activities.  We will also 

be using a pocket 

chart to find patterns 

and notice what 

comes next.  Students 

will begin using 10 

frames and dot cards 

to identify numbers 

quickly. 
 

 

October 2019 

Thematic Unit  
During this month, students will continue learning about the school.  We will be 

going on school tours, sketching the building, as well as conducting interviews to 

learn more about the people, jobs, and places that are in our school building.    

RULER Work 
During this month, students will continue to work on identifying their emotions 

and labeling them correctly (happy, sad, calm, angry, etc.), in conversations 

and on the mood meter. We will begin to discuss ways to regulate our feelings, 

especially when problem solving in social situations.       



 

                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2019 

Notes: Welcome! We are so excited 

to have your children this year. 

Please read with your child every 

night and complete nightly 

assignments. 

Important Dates: 

October 9th: No School 

October 14th: No School 

October 16/17th: Picture Day 

October 18th: School Spirit Day 

October 26th: YCS Fall Festival 

Reading 

This month in Reading, we 

will be learning how to 

tackle tricky words. Good 

readers will be able to use 

their high frequency words 

to help them solve 

difficult parts of the text. 

We will be working with 

fiction and nonfiction 

texts. Children will begin 

to become familiar with 

the different components 

of nonfiction books. They 

will learn to look for words 

inside of words to help 

them solve tricky words. 

The children will begin to 

learn sequence by retelling 

stories across their 

fingers. Children will have 

their own book baggies so 

that they can read books 

that are of interest to 

them!  Please make sure 

your child reads for 20 

minutes every night. 

Writing 

This month in Writing, we will 

be learning how to write for 

our reader.  We will begin to 

understand the difference 

between “readable” and 

“unreadable” writing by 

learning and practicing 

specific writing habits, such 

as leaving spaces between 

words and using correct 

punctuation.  Students will be 

learning how to create 

nonfiction writing pieces using 

our school study. They will 

begin to create “All About” 

pieces about school places and 

people. Students will learn to 

use resources in the classroom 

to help them spell tricky 

words, how to “stretch” the 

sounds of words to figure out 

spelling, and how to “write 

words in a snap.”  We will also 

begin to understand the 

importance of rereading and 

editing our writing to make 

sure it’s as clear as possible 

for our reader.   

Math 

In math this month, we will 

be learning about geometry. 

We will be studying 2D and 

3D shapes. The students will 

be identifying many 2D 

shapes such as trapezoids, 

rhombuses and hexagons. We 

will learn how to identify 

these shapes according to 

their attributes and learn to 

sort and collect shapes by 

these attributes.  We will be 

discussing how shapes are all 

around us and even go for a 

shape hunt around the school! 

We will also be learning about 

3D shapes such as cones and 

spheres. We will discuss how 

2D and 3D shapes are the 

same and how they are 

different. In this unit we will 

be introducing the students 

to the idea of fractions and 

how to cut a 2D shape into 

halves and quarters. It should 

be a fun and exciting unit and 

we are looking forward to 

exploring the shapes around 

us! 

Social Studies 

This month, we will be continuing our unit of study.  We will be learning about YCS!  As 

researchers we are observing, note taking, questioning, interviewing, and writing about what 

we notice in our building, the people in it and why they are important.  We are learning that 

we can write to teach about our school in many different ways.  We have been mapping, 

writing facts, and creating non-fiction writing pieces based on our unit of study. 

First Grade News 



                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secon

d 

Grade 

News 

October 2019 

 
Important Dates: 

Oct 9th- No School 
Oct 14th –No School 
October 16 & 17th- Photo Day   
Oct 26th – Fall Festival 11-3 
 

Notes: 

Field Trips- $22/child – Please send 

in by 11/18 (cash only) 

 Word Study homework speller’s 

menu will begin soon.  
 

Reading 

This month in reading, second 

graders will finish focusing on 

strategies for “Tackling 

Trouble in non-fiction texts.” 

They will be learning 

strategies to help them solve 

tricky words and understand 

complex parts of text. 

Throughout this unit we will 

be working with children to 

develop automaticity with a 

growing number of sight 

words, and helping them to 

utilize these independently as 

they read.   A goal of this unit 

is to have students 

independently monitor their 

reading for meaning, 

continuing to become more 

self-aware as they read. 

Students will also begin our 

character study unit. We will 

learn about character 

feelings, traits and how 

characters change over time.  

Writing 

 

At the end of September, 

students were introduced to 

the process of writing a 

biography.  During the month of 

October they will be 

interviewing a peer, and will be 

organizing their findings into an 

informational text about their 

classmate. Students will be 

following the writing process as 

they research and produce 

writing pieces about their 

friend in the classroom. 

Additionally, throughout the 

year, students will be 

constantly engaged in the 

research process.  We will 

continue to research about our 

school throughout this month. 

Students will be presenting 

their findings in a variety of 

written mediums (pamphlets, 

books, reports, posters, etc).   

Math 

 

This month, in Math, 

students will be finishing up 

Unit 1; Counting, Coins and 

Early Addition. Students are 

building number sense through 

counting and comparing 

quantities as well as composing 

and decomposing numbers.  

Students will learn ways to 

count efficiently, and complete 

work on the open number line. 

Students will understand that 

grouping numbers and counting 

by 10’s is easier than counting 

by 1’s. Students will efficiently 

complete tasks using counting 

on and strategies alike. We will 

also begin our fast facts work 

to ensure we know our facts 

“in a snap.” We will also begin 

Unit 2; Addition and 

Subtraction on a number line. 

Students will be learning 

multiple strategies to add and 

subtract double digit numbers.  

Thematic Unit- School Study 

In September, students were introduced to our first exciting thematic study, a study of our 

very own special Y.C.S. community.  This month, students will continue our school study as 

they research the different elements of our school through a variety of mediums 

(informational text, internet, photos, etc). Students will be researching answers to questions 

they have developed about our school and staff, and presenting their findings through an 

array of written responses.  We are excited to continue to facilitate this unit through the 

next few weeks! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 

 

Saturday, October 26th- Fall Festival 
 

Reading 
This month in reading, 

third graders will go over 

rules and routines for 

independent reading.  They 

will also continue to review 

comprehension strategies 

in their “just right” books. 

Some of these strategies 

include retelling, 

predicting, and using our 

prior knowledge. This 

month, the third graders 

will also be working on 

understanding their 

character better by 

identifying the main 

character’s trait with 

evidence to support their 

thinking.  Character traits 

tell us who the character is 

on the inside and is 

identified through the 

actions they take. 

Writing 
This month in writing we are 

researching about ourselves.  

To launch our school study 

students will be interviewing, 

and drafting their very own 

autobiographies. While working 

through the writing process, 

the students will be learning 

about their background, 

culture, and traditions. The 

students will also be thinking 

about their interests and other 

experiences in their lives that 

have helped make them who 

they are today.   Please help 

your children through the 

interview process as they will 

be questioning members of 

their family to learn more 

about their culture and 

background.  We look forward 

to learning all about your 

children! 

Math 
This month in math we are 

beginning our new unit on 

multiplication. We are starting a 

new Math in the City unit called 

“Groceries, Stamps and Measuring 

Strips.” In this unit, students will 

begin to learn and understand 

multiplication.  They will explore 

that multiplication is a faster way 

to add equal groups of numbers. 

Although we are starting 

multiplication, it is very important 

to continue to reinforce the 

addition, subtraction and time 

telling strategies we have been 

practicing since September. 

We are also continuing to  

strengthen our word problem skills 

by making sure we understand the 

questions, are able to make a plan 

to solve it, using different 

strategies to solve all parts of the 

questions, and then checking our 

work. Students will be able to 

distinguish between different 

types of word problems using 

different math vocabulary. 

 

October 2019 

 

Thematic Unit- School Study 
In September, students were introduced to our first exciting unit of study, focusing on our special Y.C.S. 

community.  This month, students will continue our school study as they research their lives through a 

variety of mediums (interviews, family trees, photos, etc). They will learn to write autobiographies.  

Students will be discussing similarities and differences among themselves and their classmates.  Students 

will also be conducting interviews at home to learn more about their family history.  They will write 

questions and then interview family members to find the answers.  This will help them develop note taking, 

questioning, and researching skills.  We are excited to continue to facilitate this unit through the next few 

weeks! 

Notes: 
Formal homework has begun. Please note that this is an extension 

of work done in the classroom, and students should be doing this 

work alone, to ensure that we see their triumphs and struggles, to 

better meet their needs.  Please have students complete all 

homework in their notebook, unless otherwise noted. 

 



 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
No School on Monday, Oct 14th for Columbus Day. 

Upper Grade Family Friday, 10/25 

YCS Fall Festival on Sat, Oct 26th.   

Please continue to check your child’s folder for 

additional middle school information! 
 

 
Reading 

In September we launched an 

exciting new year of reading 

with an increased focus on 

agency and independence. 

Students were focused on 

choosing “just right” books, 

developing daily reading habits, 

and having conversations around 

character actions, interactions, 

and inner thinking within book 

clubs and book partnerships.  

We will continue this work 

through the month of October.  

 

November will be all about 

maintaining and increasing 

reading skills with nonfiction 

texts.  Students will build upon 

their work in fourth grade 

where they will identify and 

summarize multiple main ideas 

and supporting details in texts. 

Writing 
Welcome back to another 

sensational year of writing!  So far 

in September, we launched our 

Writer’s Workshop by writing 

personal narratives.  Students 

used various strategies to 

brainstorm writing ideas, plan and 

organize, and draft their writing.  

Students have built upon their 

previous work in writing workshops 

to zoom in on a small moment and 

elaborate by using action, dialogue, 

inner thinking, and descriptive 

details.   

 

Students strengthened their use 

of the writing process by pushing 

themselves to increase their daily 

writing stamina and volume in home 

and at school.   

 

In mid October and November, 

students will continue to build upon 

their use of the writing process to 

make the shift to essay writing in 

the form of informational and 

research based argument essays.  

Math 
This school year, fifth 

graders will start the year 

focusing on place value.   

 

In this unit, students will 

build upon their knowledge of 

place value to make 

connections regarding place 

value shifts when multiplying 

and dividing whole numbers 

and decimals by powers of 10.    

  

Then, students will learn to 

multiply and divide decimals 

using their understanding of 

place value and order of 

operations.. 

 

When solving problems, 

students will learn the basics 

of writing mathematical 

proofs as they will be 

expected to explain their 

thinking using equations and 

visual models such as place 

value charts. 

     October 2019 

 

 

Thematic Unit- School Study 
“Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage it what is also takes to sit down and listen.”  -Winston 

Churchill 

In fourth grade, students studied the Colonial period in America and the Revolutionary War.  In 

fifth grade, students will learn about what came next after Americans won their independence 

from Great Britain.  In our September and October School Study, students will begin their study 

of government by looking at local government, leadership and their school. We are also so excited 

to explore social emotional learning through our study of the Yale University R.U.L.E.R. project.   

Notes: 
Don’t forget to check your child’s  

Weekly Report each Friday. 



                 SPECIALS                 
 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ Music Notes from Ms. Annabelle ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ 
 
The New York City Department of Education uses the Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in 
Music.  This curriculum focuses on the five strands of music learning. 

1. MUSIC MAKING encompasses all activities in which students are physically making 
music. 

2. MUSIC LITERACY develops vocabulary as well as reading and writing skills in the 
language of music. 

3. MAKING CONNECTIONS allows students realize that music is connected to all other 
disciplines. 

4. COMMUNITY and CULTURAL RESOURCES broadens their music perspective by working 
with artists and organizations. 

5. CAREERS and LIFELONG LEARNING educates students about the range of music and 
music-related professions. 

** Through this curriculum students become lifelong music lovers and advocates for music! ** 
 

Pre K: Students will sing and 
move to music! They will 
identify a variety of musical 
instruments. 

Kindergarten: Students will 
use and identify their 
different voices (singing, 
talking, whispering and 
calling voice).  They will 
improvise on the glockenspiel 
and conga drums. 

First Grade: Students will discuss the 
musical definition of a beat. They 
will use instruments and movement 
to show a steady beat in a variety of 
tempos. 

Second Grade: Students will 
demonstrate correct singing 
posture by performing 
familiar songs.  They also will 
learn about solfege and hand 
symbols. 

Third Grade: Students will 
begin to read music.  They 
will start to play the recorder.  
Keep an eye out for the more 
information coming home 
this month! 

Fourth Grade: Students will begin 
making music with buckets! They 
will learn the rules and procedures 
and perform different rhythms on 
the buckets.  

Fourth Grade Band and 
Chorus: 
Students will find out about 
Band and Chorus this month!   

Fifth Grade Band: 
Welcome back to Band! 
5th Grade Band is on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
period 8.  Students will 
review reading music, finger 
positions, and band rules and 
procedures. 

Fifth Grade Chorus: 
Welcome back to Chorus! 
Chorus is on Wednesdays, period 7. 
Students will sing through a variety 
of repertoire as well as review rules 
and procedures. 

 
 
 



 

Physical Education with Mr. Jonathan 
 
When students come to P.E., they are exposed to a variety of skills, through games and 
activities that will continuously provide students with opportunities to stay physically active. In 
addition, these activities and lessons students will be learning, will make connections to their 
own personal experiences, as well as, teaching them to be physically active outside of P.E. too! 
 
Welcome to Y.C.S. Pre-K students! This will be a very exciting year! During the first few PE 
periods, the students have been introduced to the gym, the rules and some of the exciting and 
fun things we will be doing. To begin the year we have been working on personal space, and 
explorative play. The students have been given the opportunity to explore the gym and 
“creative play”, focusing on understanding  personal space. 
 
The kindergartners and first graders will be learning simple locomotor skills in the beginning of 
the year, like hopping and jumping, and will progress to complex locomotor skills, such as 
skipping and galloping. The locomotor skills will be used in a variety of tag games and activities 
to ensure constant practice throughout the unit. Additionally, we will use these skills 
throughout the year in all of the activities and games we will be playing.  
 
The second and third graders will be starting the school year with team building activities. 
Through different team building games and activities, students learn problem solving skills and 
communication skills. These skills will continuously be used throughout the year in P.E., but it 
also provides the students with skills that they can use outside of P.E. too!  
 
Our fourth and fifth graders are learning and reviewing a new and widely popular activity in the 
physical education world, cup stacking. Cup stacking is building and break down a variety of 
patterns of ups stacked cups in pyramids. Cup stacking is becoming increasing popular due to 
the benefits it provides, such as the use of both right and left sides of the brain, creativity, 
problem solving, as well as visual processing skills, which benefit students in the class room too! 
The students will be also developing hand quickness, body control, and hand eye coordination, 
as well as using cup stacking to increase physical activity through a variety of relay races and 
friendly competitions. It also allows our students to use their bodies in a quick but controlled 
fashion! This activity will surely be one of their favorites this year! 
 
I am looking forward to a great year from all!  
 

Science K-5 with Ms. Mariel 
Kindergarteners are science are deep into their first unit, “Needs of Plant and Animals.”  We 
have learned how animals, such as a quail, woodpecker, and raccoon get the food necessary to 
survive.  In addition, we got to see how a gopher, snail, and praying mantis stay safe from 



predators in their own ways.  Ask your kindergartener to show you how a praying mantis looks 
fierce to scare away others! Through an interactive read-aloud, we went on a nature walk 
where we listened to animals who create their homes in trees, such as mice, squirrels, and 
birds.  We look forward to continuing this unit by exploring some plants! 
 
Spruce the Sea Turtle is being released back into the ocean by an aquarium.  First graders at YCS 
are supporting the scientists at the aquarium as they explain to visitors how Spruce will survive 
in the ocean.  In our “Animal and Plant Defenses” unit, we will be exploring how the body parts 
of plants and animals function in a way that enables the living thing to meet its survival needs.  
We already played a game that showed us how a snake, mountain lion, plant, and fish all need 
water, food, and air to survive. Stay tuned for more details on our activity on bird beaks! 
 
Do you know a YCS second grader?  These students are taking on the role of plant scientists, as 
they begin to explore what happened to chalta trees in the Bengal Tiger Reserve, a fictional 
mystery that takes place in India.  In our “Plant and Animal Relationships” unit, we have begun 
to analyze old maps of the area to determine how many trees were in the forest in 1995 and 
then in 2015. As we continue learning, we will be planting some radish seeds to help us learn 
what plants need to survive! 
 
The third grade “Inheritance and Traits” unit begins with building a deeper understanding of 
how scientists learn about a habitat or living things using fossils.  We completed a mini fossil 
dig, during which students learned that a habitat can change over millions of years to be 
completely different. For example, a whale fossil could be found in what is a desert today!  In 
addition, we have studied the ways scientists use fossils, such as dinosaur fossils, to understand 
more about the animal. Ask your third grader for the three ways we know that dinosaurs 
looked more like reptiles than mammals! 
 
Fourth graders are lighting up YCS.  We are coming to the end of our “Electricity and 
Magnetism” unit.  In preparation for the grade 4 science test in May/June, these students have 
been exploring circuits, conductors, insulators, magnets, and compasses.  More information on 
this test and practice questions can be found at 
https://www.nysedregents.org/grade4/science/home.html. 
 
The fifth graders here are out of this world!  In “Spaceship Earth” unit, we learned how Earth 
rotates and that the sun does not move, although sunrise/sunset makes it look like it does.  We 
also created our own shadow clocks, a device that uses the sun’s shadow on a toothpick to tell 
time. Take these outside to see if you can use the sun to tell the time accurately!   
 

Art with Ms. Jessica-  
It’s great to be back with all of our YCS artists!  
We are lucky to have a Pre-K and K art space in room 404. Both grades are being introduced to 
new materials and methods through art centers. Through experimentation and play, children 
will develop their own taste for art! 
 

https://www.nysedregents.org/grade4/science/home.html


The first graders are learning all about the art room and how to use the variety of materials we 
have here. Each week a new material or method is introduced and the students do a quick 
project. We have been using some wonderful books as inspiration, the most recent, Splatter. 
 

The second graders will soon be launching a Sea Creature study in the classroom and in the art 
room they will be using various drawing and painting materials to represent certain creatures.  
Third graders are finishing up for paper engineering with popup cards and masks before they  
move onto mosaic works. Students will be learning about mosaics from around the world as 
they design their own! 
 

Fourth graders are finishing up their self portraits and getting ready to move onto a watercolor 
project framed around the flora and fauna of Manahatta as they learn about early New York in 
their classrooms.  
 

Fifth graders are also finishing up their self portraits and will soon begin a multimedia project in 
which they carefully represent one chosen object three different ways in a triptych.  
 


