
 
 
TUESDAY, May 21, 2019 
 The Session is off to a good start and we greatly appreciate your 
cooperation.  It takes a major effort to get 536 bankers moving in 
the same direction at the same time.  But once the mass is in 
motion it is hard to stop. 
  
Tuesday Evening Speaker 
 The school has a long tradition of presenting a distinguished 
speaker the first Tuesday of the session which all students are 
required to attend.  The speaker is scheduled tonight at 7:00 pm in 
the LSU Union Theater.  You will enjoy the presentation by 
Tommy Spaulding who is the founder and President of Tommy 
Spaulding & Companies, a leadership development, speaking, 
training and executive coaching firm based in Denver, Colorado.  
Tommy has spoken to hundreds of organizations, associations, 
educational institutions and corporations around the globe.  He is 
the author of several books which have reached the top of the 
New York Times, Wall Street Journal and USA Today National 
Best Seller lists.  He is the founder and president of Global Youth 
Leadership Academy and the National Leadership Academy, a 
leading national non-profit high school leadership development 
organization.  Following his presentation you will have the 
opportunity to purchase his latest book. 
 
You Have been Moodled! 
 The school is using a LSU information program to manage your 
bank study projects – their distribution and grade reporting.  
Juniors and Freshmen should have received requests from LSU 
asking you to set up your Moodle account.  You will 
electronically receive and submit your bank study projects and the 
grader will report the grades to Moodle as well.  Your grades are 
part of your academic record at GSBLSU and they are your 
private property and only you and the school administration has 
access to them.  They will not be shared with a third party without 
your written consent. 
 
Traditions 
 There are a few GSB traditions for which there is no reasonable 
explanations.  One of these is designation of the first Wednesday 
as “Hawaiian Shirt Day” for Seniors.  This practice has been 
passed down through the year from class to class – a strong 
indication that, when not occupied in study, students are 
challenged to figure out something to do.  Juniors and Seniors are 
asked to wear your class GSB polo shirts on Thursday.  Freshman 
should wear their green t-shirts on Thursday (instead of Friday).  
Friday is “bank logo” shirt day for everyone.  So wear a shirt 
showing your bank’s logo. 
 For future planning, the second Monday is Senior t-shirt day.   

 
New Executive Director 
 Following the retirement of Dr. Don Woodland last June, 
John Jordan assumed the position of Executive Director of the 
school.  For many years John has served on the BankSim 
faculty as an instructor and also served as President of the 
school for a two-year term as well as a member of the Board 
of Trustees representing Tennessee bankers.  In addition to 
serving the school in various capacities, John had a long and 
distinguished career in banking having served as 
President/CEO of the Community Bank of East Tennessee, a 
bank he founded in 1988.  Before that he had a career working 
for several banks in Tennessee and served many years on 
various committees of the American Bankers Association. 
 John brings to the school extensive knowledge of the banking 
industry and the school is fortunate to have a person of his 
qualifications and experience on the staff. 
 
New Wisdom 
 The school’s administration devotes considerable resources to 
identifying and retaining the best faculty available to teach in 
the school.  Primary responsibilities for this daunting task fall 
on Dr. Michael Highfield, Vice President for Curriculum.  
This session features six additions to our faculty and over the 
course of the session the RST will preview all six. 
 A new faculty member in the senior BankSim course is Angie 
Lewis who has considerable experience in senior management 
positions at a major bank.  She presently holds the position of 
Group Executive, Enterprise Risk at Synovus Bank.  In 2000 
she joined Citizens First Bank, a division of Synovus and led 
the bank’s growth in the area of wealth management.  In 2006 
she was named EVP and was promoted to President/CEO in 
2008 and in 2012 she moved to CEO of Synovus’ Northwest 
Division. 
 Angie is a graduate of Berry College and GSBLSU and is a 
CPA and she is heavily involved in community service 
activities in Rome, GA. 
 We are indeed fortunate to have a faculty member with 
Angie’s extensive banking background. 
 

 

TODAY @ GSB 
 

4:45  FR/JR Case Groups 
5:30-6:45 Dinner 
6:00   FR Nomination deadline 
7:00  Speaker at Union Theater 

 
 



Internet Access 
For Internet access in apartments, you will be asked for a 

user name and password when logging onto the LSU 
network for the first time. The user name is bankers2019 
and the password is 476950. Information is in your binder, 
the blue Information for Students. If you need additional 
information, or are having trouble getting on the network, 
please call the Residential Life Help Desk Mon-Fri. 
8:00am - 4:30pm at 225-578-0560. 

 
Reminders to Freshmen 
 Nominations for President of the Class of 2021 must be 
turned in by 6:00 pm this evening to the ECA Activity 
Center.  Please print the name, title, bank and home town of 
the nominee, and make sure the nominee signs the sheet as 
assurance s/he would serve if elected.  The person making 
the nomination must also sign the sheet.  Voting will be 
Wednesday at the first afternoon class with the results in the 
Thursday Red Stick. 

 
Honchos 

The school is sponsored by banker associations in 15 southern 
states – west from Texas and east to Virginia and north to 
Missouri and South to Florida.  From these associations the 
school draws its senior leadership.  Each state has a banker 
serving on the Board of Trustees in addition to the chief officer 
of the banking association. 

The Chairman of the Board of Directors is Scott Latham, 
President/CEO of the Alabama Bankers Association and the 
Chairman-elect is Colin Barrett, President/CEO of the Tennessee 
Bankers Association.  The immediate past Chairman is Bob 
Taylor, CEO of the Louisiana Bankers Association.  

The President of the school is Jody Hudgins, Senior Executive 
Vice President and Chief Credit Officer of First Florida Integrity 
Bank in Tampa and the president-Elect is Mike Allen, Executive 
Vice President, Senior Credit Officer of State Bank and Trust in 
Atlanta.  The immediate past president is Mark Holladay, EVP 
and Chief Risk Officer of Synovus Bank in Columbus, GA. 

Supporting this outstanding senior leadership is Dr. Mike 
Highfield, Vice President for Curriculum at the school and 
Professor of Finance at Mississippi State University and Corinne 
Long, Vice President for Administration. 

 
Apartment Dwellers 
 Bankers are reminded to check at the ECA Activity Center 
(where you registered) for messages and mail.  Report any 
apartment maintenance problems to the ECA front desk 
which is staffed by LSU personnel.  The GSB desk in 
Room 2 in the Activity Center is staffed by GSB personnel 
from 7:30am – 9:00am, 11:00am-1:30pm and 6:00pm – 
8:00pm daily.  The GSB desk phone number is 578-5019. 
 

Social Media 
  Those of you who use social media such as Twitter or 

Facebook may wish to share your school’s experiences on 
#GSBLSU2019. 
 
 

State Receptions on Wednesday 
Continuing a tradition that began several years 

ago, several sponsoring state associations are 
hosting receptions for the students attending from 
their states. All the receptions will be held 
Wednesday evening in the Cotillion Ballroom in 
the LSU Union from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm and 
assembly areas for each state will be identified by 
signs. The same refreshments will be available to 
all attending. This is an excellent opportunity to 
meet bankers from your state who are in the other 
classes. The hosts of the receptions are as follows: 
 
Alabama  Scott Latham 
 
Arkansas, Oklahoma Lorrie Trogden 
 
Florida  Peter Brokaw 
 
Georgia  Joe Brannen, Alison Moreau, 

   Ryan Earnest 
 
Kentucky, Missouri Natalie Kaelin 
 
Louisiana & Texas Bob Taylor, Ginger Laurent 
 
Mississippi  Mac Deaver, Amy Davis,  

   Gordon Fellows 
 
North Carolina Peter Gwaltney, Blair Jernigan 
    
S. Carolina  Marvin Robinson 
 
Tennessee  Stacey Langford 
   Scott Cocanougher 
 
Virginia, W. Virginia Courtney Fleming 
 
 Mexico  Lizette Felix Abrego 
    Jorge Martinez Beck 
 
 

You Too can be on the Board 
The School is managed by the Board of Trustees 

which is made up of the senior administrative officers, 
the senior executives of the 15 sponsoring state banker 
associations, and a banker from each of the states who 
must be a graduate of the school.  These bankers are 
appointed for two year terms and assist in marketing 
the school in their respective states.  They are 
appointed by the state association executive and may 
serve two consecutive terms.  They are a vital part of 
the school’s administration. 
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