
Boggs Forest Manager Peter Leuzinger 
demonstrates how trees are stored and 
pulled for planting. Over 300,000 
Ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, and 
Sugar pine seedlings arrived in late 
January, and were planted as spring 
arrived in March at Boggs.

Photos: D. Bloomquist
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Our Forest Has Arrived!



The process will require a lot of work and 
patience.  CAL FIRE hopes to have a few trails 
open for use once Boggs is reopened.  With 
FOBM, its partners and stakeholder participation, 
future trails will be a work in progress.  This is our 
opportunity to not only replace the trail system we 
all grew to love but improve upon it.

And speaking of love, we are deeply indebted to 
outgoing board member, Barbara Harris, not only 
for her consistently excellent service as secretary, 
but for her many hours of blood, sweat and smiles 
showing up on (pre-fire) trail workdays.  We 
welcome incoming board member, Chris 
Bloomquist, who has been hard at work building 
trails on other properties, and will be instrumental 
in harnessing volunteers and lending his expertise 
in trail construction!

In closing, Boggs Mountain Demonstration State 
Forest (BMDSF) has been a refuge for many, an 
economic driver for the community, and a natural 
jewel in Southern Lake County for decades.  But 
most importantly it is a working, breathing, living 
thing that not only imparts knowledge in the form 
of forestry best practices, but also offers each of us 
a place to go for recreation and self-
reflection, and where answers to
questions we haven’t yet
imagined might be revealed.
So please join us in heart, 
muscle and checkbook
in bringing it back. 

Happy Trails,

David Thiessen
Board President
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Dear Friends,

The first large-scale replanting of 300,000 
Ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, and Sugar pine 
seedlings has been completed by professional tree 
planting crews on approximately 1,200 acres. Black 
oaks will naturally re-seed and/or sprout from 
existing stumps.  Manzanita and Live oak growth 
will be controlled to allow the evergreens a chance 
to take root and grow. Boggs forest management’s 
vision is to cultivate a natural-looking forest, not a 
tree farm.  

Much of the logging has been accomplished.  The 
massive job of cleaning up and burning debris piles 
has been aided by the drenching rains and favorable 
wind conditions this winter.  Thus far, according to 
the unofficial post office rain measurements, the 
Cobb area has received over 115 inches of rain.  
While erosion is always an issue with abnormally 
wet years, the investment CAL FIRE made in re-
grading, graveling and adding culverts since the fire 
have paid off. 

Now the fun part.  FOBM will take the lead in 
collaboration with CAL FIRE in establishing a new 
trail system with a focus on multi-use.  Starting with 
some legacy trails that will closely parallel a few of 
the trails that existed prior to the fire, we will plan 
and build a new system of trails that will be designed 
to accommodate all user groups.  Individuals from 
our hiking, equestrian and mountain biking 
communities will take part in establishing a trail 
system that offers each user group the experience 
they are seeking. 

There will be an emphasis on sustainable trails that 
“tell a story”, with consideration given to all forms 
of recreation and conflict avoidance.
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Boggs Forest Manager, Peter Leuzinger is a 
Native Californian, and was born in nearby 
Angwin, Napa County. He lived on Cobb 
Mountain till the age of four, and 
subsequently spent the better part of twenty 
years living along the beautiful Northern 
California coast in the City of Arcata.

Peter first joined CAL FIRE in 2000 as a 
seasonal firefighter working at Wilbur 
Springs Forest Fire Station, near the county 
line between Lake and Colusa. After 
graduating in 2004 from Humboldt State 
University, he worked in the private sector 
for Mendocino Redwood Company till 
2008 when he took on a permanent job with 
CAL FIRE. 

With several assignments at the Southern 
and Northern Region Offices for CAL FIRE 
that includes Sonoma-Lake-Napa, 
Riverside, San Diego, Shasta-Trinity, and 
Mendocino Ranger Units, Peter quickly 
moved up the ranks as a forester.

A BELATED BUT HEARTFELT WELCOME TO 
BMDSF FOREST MANAGER

He became Forest Manager at Boggs 
Mountain in June of 2016 and has worked 
at three of the eight Demonstration State 
Forests including Jackson (Mendocino 
County) and Latour (Shasta County, at the 
edge of Lassen National Forest).

Peter is committed to the restoration of 
Boggs and getting the forest open to public, 
safely.

Photo: D. Bloomquist

Follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA

https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA/
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA/
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA/
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We’ve all seen the logging trucks 
coming out of Boggs and traveling all 
over the county following the Lake 
County fires.  All the trees on the 
logging trucks actually look like giant 
logs and not trees at all due to the 
missing tree limbs.   

Here’s a photo of one of the many 
large pieces of equipment out in 
Boggs that contribute to the cleanup 
process.

This particular beast is called a Link-
Belt 290 X2 which is an excavator 
equipped with a de-limber or 
harvesting head on the arm.  This 
giant machine picks up the entire tree 
and runs the delimber up and down 
the tree, removing all branches.

This excavator can also be equipped 
with a log loader which we most 
commonly saw shortly after the 
Valley Fire on Highway 175.  This 
was the claw-like piece that picked up 
logs and placed them on the trucks for 
transport, and is also currently used in 
Boggs.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT PROFILE
The beastly Link Belt 290 X2 Delimber

The branches are part of the debris you see on the forest floor in some of the pictures we’ve 
shared, and they also make up the slash piles that are currently being burned.

− Report & photo: Deb Bloomquist
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FOBM is excited to share photos of the 
300,000 tree seedlings that arrived end of 
January, and were planted at Boggs in March.  

Upon arrival, the seedlings were kept at a 
storage facility in Kelseyville until 
professional tree planting crews arrived and 
were geared up to get to work. 

BMDSF staff drove up and down the 
mountain to supply the planting crews. Staff 
were responsible for loading seedlings onto a 
CAL FIRE stake truck where they delivered 
the trees to the various planting areas.  

One of the main goals in this delivery process 
is to keep trees supplied to the planting crew 
at all times to ensure continual planting.

THE FOREST ARRIVES!
Report & photos by Deb Bloomquist

BMDSF Forest Manager Peter Leuzinger unloading 
pallets containing seedlings.

Peter Leuzinger and Jeremiah 
Steuterman, BMDSF Assistant 
Forest Manager finishing an 
afternoon of unloading 70 
pallets of seedlings
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George Randar, Forestry Assistant II from the 
Mendocino CAL FIRE unit helping BMDSF staff get 
trees loaded from storage to be delivered to BMDSF.

Jeremiah Steuterman, loading trees on the CAL FIRE 
stake truck.

One of the many challenges of the 
replanting process is to continue forest 
clean up while simultaneously monitoring 
planting progress. The slash piles still need 
to be burned and logging continues. 

Fortunately, BMDSF has small crews on 
loan from various CAL FIRE units to step 
in and help.  Even with the added 
assistance, they’re still short-staffed but 
working diligently on getting our forest 
opened which often times means long days 
for the BMDSF crew.  

Sugar pine trees ready to go in the ground.
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The logistics of supplying trees to crews can 
be tricky.  BMDSF has to balance the 
number of trees for delivery to ensure there 
are no delays in planting, and avoid 
delivering too many trees that may have to 
sit in the heat too long.

The necessity to keep trees in a refrigerated 
storage facility is to temporarily stunt their 
growth till they are ready for planting. 
Warm weather is a potential threat to tender 
seedlings; thus, they need to be monitored.

BMDSF and planting crews communicate 
continually while the trees wait to be 
planted.  Expected rain in the forecast is 
often happily welcomed for these hard 
working crews.

A box of Douglas fir seedlings waiting on the CAL 
FIRE stake truck for planting.  The lighter was placed 
next to the year-old seedling for scale.

Just rarin’ to grow: a freshly-planted year-old 
seedling.

The contracted tree company, Great Tree 
Tenders from Redwood Valley, has an 
experienced crew of workers that work 
swiftly and efficiently.  So far they’re 
averaging approximately 40,000 trees 
planted per day which has significantly 
reduced the number of trees sitting on the 
truck.  

BMDSF crews have been able to 
successfully keep the planting crew 
supplied in trees during their rapid 
progress, which means better survival rates 
and more trees that we’ll have a chance to 
enjoy watching their growth.
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Part of the Great Tree Tenders crew planting off Road 300.

As of the end of March, the planting took 
place off Road 300 in an approximately 
650-acre plot which is about half of the 
area to be completed.  Great Tree Tenders 
has a crew of approximately 20 workers on 
the ground and will increase that amount as 
the planting progresses.  The goal is to 
double the number of crews. This will 
increase the amount of trees planted daily 
to ensure that those 300,000 seedlings will 
get in the ground as quickly as possible.

The process for planting the trees is 
remarkable. The crews line up in a linear 
fashion and spread out approximately 13’ 
apart if it’s on the slope or 15’ if on flat 
land.  Armed with a hoedad blade and a 
bag full of seedlings, the planters move in 
unison to get the trees in the ground in 
what is an amazingly rapid and efficient 
process.  Each planter scrapes the ground 
with the back end of the hoedad to remove 
the woody debris and plant matter.  

One of the planters armed with a bag full of seedlings and 
hoedad.

Then they flip the hoedad to the blade side 
and in one swipe, dig a hole for the 
seedling.
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Each planter must plant a seedling in a 
hole at exactly the correct depth so as not 
to bury the seedling too far, causing it to 
die, and not too shallow that the roots are 
exposed, rendering the sapling susceptible 
to death.

The experienced planting crew works 
swiftly through burned brush and trees that 
remain in the area. These will eventually 
add to the nutrients needed to support new 
forest growth.

Watching BMDSF crews working with the 
tree planting crews is so well organized; 
it’s a remarkable team effort with players 
who appear to have had years, not just a 
few days, of experience working together.

The planting crew spends most of their day 
laboriously hunched over with a split bag 
full of trees on their waist, getting as many 
trees planted as possible. 

Planters spend much of their day hunched over getting 
seedlings planted.

The crew lines up to work in unison to plant the seedlings 
according to the specified distance for their area.

Thanks to the hard work of the planting 
crews and BMDSF staff, we are comforted 
that Boggs is in the full process of 
restoration.  The progress of trees getting 
planted is one more step towards getting 
Boggs open to the public. 

A seedling going into the ground.



High Chair trailhead off Road 200. High Chair
was a fun little trail that went from Road 200 
to Road 220 at Ridge Camp.  
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This past February, Boggs Forest staff accompanied 
FOBM to scout out a few trailhead areas to assess and 
photograph the general conditions of the trails.

Unfortunately, salvage logging damaged most of 
Boggs trails. Many are now unrecognizable, and in 
some cases, there’s no sign of a trail ever having 
existed in that location.

On the other hand, a few trailhead signs survived the 
fire. Besides memories of where trails crossed or 
originated from existing roads, remaining signs are 
the only recognizable indication of  trail locations.

“WHERE ARE THE TRAILS?”
Report and photos by Deb Bloomquist

Berry’s Trail from Road 200 (top right), and view downhill where the trail 
once led. There’s no indication, other than the sign, that a trail had ever 
existed here.

As seen from the photos, and 
from CAL FIRE and FOBM’s 
assessment, most trails are 
beyond repair, and will need 
complete reconstruction.



Approximate location of Scout Trail. There was no 
recognizable section to the trail nor any indication of 
the sign’s location.
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< Remains of the Boggs Peak 
trail sign indicate the approximate 
location of the trail.

At a brainstorming session in February with 
Forest Assistant Jeremiah Steuterman, we 
proposed developing a Trails Master Plan in 
collaboration with CAL FIRE and volunteer 
groups. Our objective is to be organized and 
prepared as best we can to help mobilize the 
volunteer effort and other resources in the 
trails rebuilding process.

As this effort would be unprecedented at 
Boggs, and because building trails on public 
land is often a long and tedious process, the 
BMDSF requirements associated with trail 
building and volunteer management still 
need to be clarified.

However, FOBM has stepped up to organize 
trails stakeholder meetings, the first of which 
we are targeting for late spring. Please note 
however, that these meetings are in the 
preliminary stages, and not indicative of a 
near-term forest opening.

Stay tuned for more info. Join our mailing 
list - email: fobmtn(at)gmail(dot)com and/or 
visit our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA
for more current information.

Water accumulates at Road 
610 near Boggs Peak trail. >

https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA/
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Please join us in restoring Boggs’ trail system with a tax-
deductible donation (Tax ID: 56-2309457).  Click on the 
“Donate” button to the right, or mail your check to: 
FOBM, PO Box 735, Cobb, CA 95426.   
Thank you for your generosity!

Click here to join !

Friends of Boggs Mountain was established 
in 2002 with a mission to “enhance the 
visitors experience” when visiting Boggs 
Mountain Demonstration State Forest. 
Apart from maintaining trails, we have 
sponsored educational events on subjects 
ranging from local history to nature studies. 
We have provided trail maps, and financed 
and built a large covered kiosk with current 
forest information. With financial help from 
Calpine we built a flush toilet in the parking 
area, replacing an odoriferous 1960’s 
vintage outhouse.

On September 12, 2015 our mission 
expanded to helping inform the community 
of forest management's post-Valley Fire 
activities and plans. And as Deb’s trails 
report indicated, we also anticipate greater 
involvement with CAL FIRE in their efforts 
to rehabilitate/rebuild trails.

Thus we are formulating plans and working 
closely with CAL FIRE to inform the public 
on the progress in restoration of the forest 
to hit the ground running once the forest is 
reopened.  

PLEASE HELP US REBUILD TRAILS

The forest is a fundamental part of life and 
the economy of southern Lake County.  The 
rebuilding of homes and businesses in the 
area will be greatly enhanced by the 
reopening of the forest.  A study done in 
2005 indicated over 11,000 people a year 
visited Boggs, pumping money into the 
local economy and providing jobs. Since 
2005 those numbers had increased 
exponentially.

Friends of Boggs Mountain is a 501(c)3 
non-profit, so all donations tax deductible. 
Because we have no paid employees, every 
penny donated goes right back into 
supporting the Forest.  So please consider 
donating with the knowledge that whatever 
amount you feel appropriate will create a 
return on investment that far exceeds its 
face amount in terms of practical 
improvements to the forest and to the 
enjoyment of visitors like you.  We also 
offer business memberships for a minimum 
donation of $35 to $1000, which entitles 
you to free advertisement in our kiosk at 
Boggs as well as in our quarterly newsletter 
and website.  See page 17 for details.

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SLHDTFUME47LU
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SLHDTFUME47LU
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SLHDTFUME47LU
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FOBM would like to acknowledge and thank our energetic 
and capable treasurer, Deb Bloomquist, for all her work in 
helping us raise funds and awareness for the need to 
rebuild Boggs trails. We also want to congratulate her for 
the scholarship award from the California Trails 
Conference Foundation (CTCF) which will allow her to 
attend the California Trails & Greenways Conference in 
April.

CTCF works with the California State Parks to organize 
the annual trails conference, and provides scholarships to 
individuals dedicated to promoting trails, conservation, 
and/or outdoor recreation: https://catrailsconference.org/

At the trails conference, Deb will be attending workshops 
and educational sessions such as trail planning and 
building techniques, working with various public agencies 
to build trails, designing trails for multi-use, fundraising 
success stories, trails as an economic driver to 
communities, and many other trails-related topics.

We’re also happy to announce that Forest Assistant 
Jeremiah Steuterman will be attending the conference with 
support from CAL FIRE and FOBM. Jeremiah has been 
our liaison for trails and recreation at the forest, and we 
look forward to working with Jeremiah in the community’s 
efforts to rebuild Boggs trails.

FOBM Treasurer Deb Bloomquist 
is an avid cyclist and hiker, and is 
co-coach for the Middletown 
Mountain Biking team.
Photo: Cathy Haagen-Smit

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS

Photo: CAL FIRE

BMDSF Forest Assistant 
Jeremiah Steuterman
Photo: G. Stahl

https://catrailsconference.org/
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FOBM is excited to announce an 
encore piano performance by Karen 
Rhoads, former FOBM board member, 
at the Cobb Elementary School outdoor 
amphitheater (weather permitting) on 
Saturday morning, June 10, at 11:00am.

Rhoads will perform the world 
premiere of her sonata in three 
movements entitled, "Firestorm." She 
began composing the work in the 
aftermath of the Valley Fire.

In her June 2015 Boggs Mountain Demonstration State Forest performance, Karen Rhoads performed classical pieces 
from Schumann, Grieg, Chopin, Kuhlau, Scriabin, and Bach, punctuated with rich and fascinating narratives of the 
composers and their music.                                                                                                              Photo: T. Slaight

PIANO UNDER THE PINES ENCORE

Photo: T. Slaight

Mark your calendar and save the date! Details will be forthcoming.

The admission-free benefit (donations encouraged) will be open to the community, and 
sponsored by FOBM with support from Evanger's Dog & Cat Food Company.

If you/your business would like to co-sponsor the event, please let us know as soon as 
possible:  fobmtn@gmail.com

mailto:fobmtn@gmail.com
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Trail designer John Aranson and former FOBM board 
member Adian Minty inspect a steep section of the 
proposed Minty Trail in March 2015.  Photo: G. Stahl

OTHER NEWS

GoPro for a Cause grants each employee 
one camera each year to give to a cause 
of their choice. FOBM is delighted to 
report that one of its employees, Stuart 
Rohnstock, an avid cyclist and Boggs 
fan, has generously donated a GoPro 
camera which FOBM will be using for a 
future fundraising event. Thank you so 
much, Stuart!

Thanks (again) to our hardworking 
treasurer, Deb Bloomquist, we hope to 
receive financial assistance from the 
Calpine Community Fund later this year. 
Funding will go towards trail 
reconstruction.

FOBM just learned that Cobb 
Elementary School PTO has chosen the 
Friends of Boggs Mountain as one of 
their recipients for their annual penny 
wars fundraiser. We are so grateful and 
touched by their generosity, and are 
committed to continue our work at the 
Boggs property behind the school.

MINTY TRAIL PLAN
FOBM is happy to report that our recent 
communication with the County has been 
positive with regard to the CEQA 
document submitted in early 2015 for the 
Minty Trail. Minor modifications would 
be required, and much work is still 
needed to make this Cobb-to-Boggs 
connector trail a reality. 
(Adian, we will never give up, never surrender!)

THANK YOU, COBB PTO!

The Cobb Area Council 
will be updating the Cobb  
Area Plan, which includes 
scenic and recreational

resources such as those found at BMDSF.  
More information is available on their 
website: http://cobbareacouncil.org/
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT

TRAIL MAINTENANCE
Trail work behind Cobb Elementary is temporarily put on hold due to burning 
activities. We will inform you of future trailwork opportunities behind the school 
by email and through local newspapers.

FOBM would like to acknowledge Mark Bredt for his expert advice for our newsletter cover.
This newsletter was edited by Gigi Stahl. We apologize for unintended misspellings, errors, exclusions. 

Please send corrections and comments to fobmtn@gmail.com.

FOBM is grateful to acknowledge the following new and renewing members:

Mike Bielenberg
Deb & Chris Bloomquist

Boy Scouts of America, Lake District, Mount Diablo Silverado Council
Bennett Solutions (Business Member)

Dan Desmond
Dick Draxler

Barbara Ehr-Rothberg & Jim Rothberg
Cliff Fago

Anna Gregorian, Esq.
Happy Smiles Dental Practice (Business member)

Loraine Landwehr
Roberta and Harry Lyons

Adian Minty
Phyllis Murphey

Joanne Noce (Lifetime Membership)
Paragon Obedience (Business Member)

Anna Rose Ravenwoode
Gary Sousa, Sr.

Stahl family
David & Phyllis Thiessen

John & Susan Wilms

Follow us on Facebook for updates!
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA/

mailto:fobmtn@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA/
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA/
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA/
https://www.facebook.com/FOBMCA/
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Click here to join !

Name _____________________________________________   Email ____________________________
Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________  
City _______________________________  State _____   ZIP _________ Phone  ___________________

My interests at Boggs
__ hiking/jogging     __ dog walking     __ birding     __ hunting     __ target shooting     __ horseback riding
__ mountain biking     __ camping     other  ___________________________________________________
How often do you visit Boggs? _____________________ How long do you usually stay? ____________
Suggestions / ideas _______________________________________________________________
I’d like to volunteer in
__ trail maintenance    __ interpretive activities    __ organizing events    other:  __________________________

Please write your check to “Friends of Boggs Mountain”

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP

__ $20 Individual __ $35 Family/Supporting __ $100 Patron __ $500 Lifetime

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP
Business members receive a free ad on the Friends of Boggs Mountain website, newsletter, and main kiosk. Over 

10,000 visitors come to Boggs each year, and at least three-quarters reside in Lake County and the Bay Area.

Business Name  _________________________________________________________________________ 
Main Contact  ______________________________________________    Phone  _____________________
Mailing Address  __________________________________________    City _________________________                                 
State _____   ZIP _______________    Email __________________________________________________

Membership levels with respective kiosk ad sign dimensions

__ $35 Bronze includes business card-sized ad 2”x3.5”

__ $60 Silver 4” x 6”              __ $100 Gold 5.5” x 8.5”              __ $200 Platinum 8.5” x 11”

__ $1000 Lifetime business sponsor includes permanent plaque mounted on wood

FOBM will laminate your ad and post it on the kiosk. Please allow at least 1/8” margin on all four sides. Ads 
can be vertical or horizontal. FOBM reserves the right to reject any advertisement.

The Friends of Boggs Mountain is a non-profit corporation formed to enhance the visitor’s experience through 
recreational, interpretive and educational activities at Boggs Mountain Demonstration State Forest.

PO Box 735, Cobb, CA 95426     fobmtn@gmail.com

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SLHDTFUME47LU
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SLHDTFUME47LU
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SLHDTFUME47LU
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WE APPRECIATE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS
Please support fellow members when possible. Thank You!


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17



