


¡Saludos!

     The 13th Annual National Leadership Summit of 
the Dominican American National Roundtable aims 
at strengthening our agenda and paving the way to 
launch the National Dominican American Council 
(NDAC), a civic-engagement-community relations 
advocacy entity.
     The three topics to be discussed at the Summit cap-
ture the heart of Dominican Americans’ next empow-
erment frontier in the United States:

• Education (the most critical issue affecting the 
progress of Dominicans in the nation)

• Economic development (the key to our success)

• Redistricting (key to helping us determine our 
next level of political representation in the United 
States: the U.S. Congress)

     The DANR is the premier national forum for Do-
minican Americans and America’s only national voice 
advocating for over 1.6 million Dominicans living in 
the United States and its territories, including Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands. This national gathering 
is considered one of the most important events on the 
Dominican American and Latino calendars.
     During the Summit this year, you will be able to 
take full advantage of the numerous opportunities 

to network with hundreds of Dominican American 
and Latino professionals, educators, artists, elected 
officials, community leaders, business people, union 
leaders, sports celebrities, and college students com-
ing from all over the country, Puerto Rico and the 
Dominican Republic.
     Thursday, November 18, 2010, is the DANR Board 
Retreat and Legislative Day. Meeting with U.S. Leg-
islators in Capitol Hill allows us to continue advocat-
ing for our most important and pressing issues. We 
will interact with members of the U.S. Congress to 
strengthen our relationships in Washington, D.C., and 
in the urban cities where they represent our commu-
nities.
     Friday, November 19, at noon, the DANR will host a 
press conference at the National Press Club in Wash-
ington, DC. Attendees will include elected officials, 
students, educators, U.S. legislators, community lead-
ers, and dignitaries from the U.S. and the Dominican 
Republic.
     Following the press conference, a strategy session is 
held with National Dominican American Council Vice 
Presidents, Directors, founders, and members from 
around the country, including a sizable delegation 
from Puerto Rico.
     In the afternoon, DANR made arrangements so our 
guests are allowed to tour the U.S. Capitol.
     In the evening, at 5:00 pm, to continue promoting 
the importance of racial self-awareness, the Domin-
ican American National Roundtable and Howard 
University’s Department of World Languages and 
Cultures will welcome a group of scholars to discuss 
race matters and “Blackness.” Discussions will center 
mainly on the ethnic, racial, and migratory experienc-
es of the Dominican Republic people. Presenters will 
shed light on the fact that over 80 percent of the Do-
minican population is of African descent. Participants 
will grapple with the question: “Is being black a sense 
of pride or shame for Dominicans and Dominican 
Americans?” The forum will take place at the Fred-
erick Douglass Hall at Howard University, one of the 
country’s leading private universities founded in 1867 
in Washington, DC. 
     The forum also includes screening the documentary 
“Dominicans Are Black Too” and a Q&A section with 
panelists and guests. Panelists include Dr. Irma Nica-
sio, a sociology professor at the Autonomous Univer-
sity of Santo Domingo and advisor to the President of 
the Dominican Republic Dr. Leonel Fernandez Reyna; 
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Sociologist Alejandro Benjamin, Professor, Bergen 
Community College of New Jersey; Mr. Fred Price, 
from Medgar Evers College of The City University of 
New York and researcher of the African legacy in the 
Dominican Republic; and Dr. Clement Akassi, Spanish 
and French Professor, Director of Graduate Studies at 
Howard University’s Department of World Languages 
and Cultures and researcher on African and African 
Diaspora Studies in Hispano-phone, Lusophone and 
Francophone World.
     After this forum, the DANR and the National Do-
minican American Council will host a reception at the 
Hyatt DC Regency Hotel in D.C. The performer for the 
night is Jose Luis Rodriguez, an accomplished harpist, 
and composer.
     Saturday, November 20, at the U.S. Capitol, the 
Summit features founders and past presidents of 
DANR at breakfast to highlight the history and contri-
butions of the DANR.
     Morning concurrent workshops follow, including 
an education forum, allowing panelists to discuss the 
current state of education in our communities and 
explain what needs to be done to improve all students’ 
education outcomes. This workshop is being coordi-
nated by Mylady Baez, President of the Dominican 
American Association of School Supervisors and Ad-
ministrators (ADASA).
     Another concurrent forum will be on economic 
development for panelists to talk about U.S. small 
business policy, opportunities, and challenges for 
small businesses and the role of chambers of com-
merce, DANR and advocacy groups to address small 
business needs owners. This forum will be moderated 
by Dr. Rafael Nunez Cedeno, President of the Domini-
can American Midwest Association.
     The morning Youth Track forum focuses on discus-
sions among college students from around the United 
States and Puerto Rico. They discuss the relationship 
between youth active civic engagement and empower-
ment.
     In the afternoon, you will enjoy networking and 
sharing with panelists, students, personalities, and 
dignitaries. Also, in the afternoon, the Summit will 
feature a plenary session on redistricting.
     At noon, during the Summit’s Power Luncheon, I 
will deliver the National State of Dominicans in the 
U.S. Address titled: “The Strenght of Our Communi-
ties is Not Yet in Washington, DC.”
     At the luncheon, U.S. legislators and dignitaries will 
greet and welcome conference attendees to Washing-
ton, DC.

     Immediately after this program, Dr. Irma Nicasio 
will talk about her recent publication titled: Cua-
tro Decadas de Migracion Femenina: Impact on the 
Dominican Economy. The book was published in 
partnership with the Dominican American National 
Roundtable and the Institute for Latino Studies.
     From 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, the Summit offers 
concurrent forums, including one on health issues, 
moderated by Dr. Aritmedes Restituyo, President of 
the Association of Health Professionals, and another 
on youth empowerment moderated by DANR’s NDAC 
National President for Youth Ms. Amaris Guzman.
     Every decade, after the U.S. Census is conducted, 
the redistricting process begins. Redistricting is a pro-
cess by which every electoral district in the U.S. is re-
drawn according to demographic shifts, federal, state, 
and local regulations, and voters’ apportionment by 
communities. Over the past months, DANR and the 
National Council conducted several assessments and 
informational redistricting meetings around the U.S. 
and primarily in the urban centers where Dominicans 
live. 
     On Saturday afternoon, we will host a final plenary 
meeting session at the Congressional Auditorium of 
the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center to explore Dominican 
Americans’ opportunities in the upcoming redistrict-
ing process. At this plenary titled, “the Census 2010 & 
Redistricting and their Impact on Our Communities,” 
presenters will grapple with the question, “Why does 
redistricting matter in our communities and the Unit-
ed States?”
     The day will ensue with an award ceremony to 
honor our leaders in the USA and recognize a few out-
standing individuals who have excelled in their fields 
and have contributed to our community’s betterment.
     Thank you very much for joining us in Washington, 
D.C. Your presence is a true testament to your lead-
ership and commitment to our community. The sum 
of your vote and the votes of our summit participants, 
our members, and our local councils informs us of 
our community’s will as a whole and helps us set our 
national agenda.
     Thank you very much for your support and for 
being here with us. 

¡Saludos a todos again!

President Néstor Montilla, Sr.
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