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I want to take this opportunity to 
welcome all of our new teachers to the 
William S Hart Union High School 
District. Congratulations on your 
employment in one of the highest 
rated districts in the state of California 
and one of the toughest jobs known to 
mankind. I hope you are as excited 
about being here as we are to have 
you and the energy I know you will 
bring to our district, your school site, 
and your classroom. 

As we embark on a new school year I 
know that you are overwhelmed with 
all the new teacher activities. First and 
foremost I want to express the fact 
that all of you are protected by the 
agreement between the Hart District 
and HDTA or “The Contract.” I 
encourage you all to get to know it 
and the protections it provides. It is 
available at our website and on the 
district’s website. 

It is the responsibility of all, but 
especially HDTA, to enforce the 
appropriate application of this 
agreement. You will be provided with 
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President’s Message
John Minkus

contact information for your Site 
Representatives, Association 
Leadership, and our Primary Contact 
Staff person to support you in this 
endeavor.

Above and beyond that I greatly 
encourage you to become members 
of our vigilant organization, HDTA, 
which includes our parent entities 
California Teachers Association and 
National Education Association. 
Included in membership are further 
protections provided only to members, 
especially a $1,000,000 Liability 
Insurance Policy, free legal 
representation on personal as well as 
school matters, and many financial 
perks and discounts noted in the 
materials you will receive. Please feel 
free to ask any questions you may 
have.

So, it is with great pleasure that on 
behalf of our Representative Council 
and well over 1100 teachers, I wish you 
the best of luck and a year of great 
teaching and learning.

United,
John Minkus 

Active Links PINK

https://hartdistrictteachers.org/?page_id=43
https://4.files.edl.io/a361/11/08/19/024815-b79c2217-137d-4cba-a524-a940285883d4.pdf


EXECUTIVE BOARD - Voting Members

Meet HDTA
As the first step, the protocol is for union 
members to share concerns or ask 
questions directly to their Site 
Representative. Each month, the Site 
Representatives meet with the Executive 
Board to review and discuss current 
district-related issues and member concerns. 
Site Representatives then communicate the 
result of these discussions and issue 
resolutions to their sites through email or 
meetings. 

Cody Kennedy (CCHS)
1st Vice President
"This is my first year on the 
executive board and I am happy to 
serve you. I hope your year has 
started off well. I know these last 
few weeks have been tumultuous. 
Remember that with solidarity 
comes power.”  

Julie Schneider (RN)
2nd Vice President
"Standing as a collective unit helps 
to ensure all needs are met; unions 
focus on the good for all and not 
just for select individuals.It is an 
honor to serve and I hope that I 
represent well.”

Melissa Chaddick (RP) 
Secretary
"I fiercely believe in the role of the 
Union to help support all of us in 
our jobs and I am thrilled to be able 
to serve our membership. We are 
stronger together."

Nicole Terranova-Drabinski (SV)
Treasurer
“I value being able to be a part of a 
collection of professional, passionate 
educators. I’m grateful for our union’s 
passion in supporting and advocating 
for our fellow educators so we can 
happily and effectively serve our 
students.” 

Kellie Kontis (SV) 
Area I Member-at-Large (BHS, 
CHS, GVHS, LM, SV, Seq)
"I've been a union member for 22 
years of my career. It's important to 
be a member of a union because it 
supports the standards for 
education, and it helps support a 
quality work environment for the 
teachers; thus, the students."

Dianna Rose (SA)
Area II Member-at-Large (AOC, SHS, 
CC, VHS, AS, RN, LP, H@H, CCHS)
"I've had the pleasure of working as a 
guidance counselor. I've been active in 
HDTA because I want to help support 
all of our great teachers, counselors, 
nurses, school psychologists, and 
speech pathologists around the 
district."

Contract Reminders - 
Scheduled School Breaks

13.5.1.1 No Personal Necessity (PN) 
leave shall be used on a workday 
immediately preceding or following a 
Board approved break without prior 
written approval from the unit member’s 
site administrator excluding verified 
emergencies. A unit members’ use of 
Personal Necessity (PN) leave shall 
conform to established guidelines. A unit 
member shall request such personal 
necessity leave in writing (email is 
acceptable), at least five (5) workdays in 
advance of the requested Personal 
Necessity (PN) leave. 

https://4.files.edl.io/a361/11/08/19/024815-b79c2217-137d-4cba-a524-a940285883d4.pdf


EXECUTIVE BOARD - Appointed, Non-Voting

Lynn Yale (HHS) 
Area III Member-at-Large (HHS, 
WRHS, PL, RP, AC, PAR, TLC)
“I have served as an HDTA Site Rep. 
for the past 10-years working on 
current and on-going district-related 
issues, supporting members’ 
concerns, and communicating 
information back to HDTA Members.”

Michael Copenhaver (SV)
Chief Negotiator
“Many educators are not well 
versed in the terms and conditions 
of their employment. Being involved 
in our Association allows teachers 
to stay abreast of the things that 
affect their jobs, such as work 
conditions, benefits, and of course 
wages."

Christina Tolisano (SA)
Membership, The Voice Editor
“There's always the support of the 
union when you need it, especially 
in those first years of teaching when 
you're just beginning to understand 
each person's role in the collective 
whole." 

Cassie Perez (WR)
Elections
“Since my first day in the district 20 
years ago, I’ve had the pleasure of 
serving our members in various 
capacities for over 10 years. Being 
involved in our association lets me 
advocate for the things that our 
members need to best serve our 
students.” 

Cesar Arevalo (CHS)
State Council Representative
“Proud HDTA member since 1999.”

Sean O’Brien (WR)
Grievance Chair
"I'm here to make sure the contract is 
being followed and all of us are 
treated fairly and within the 
agreement. If you feel you're being 
unfairly treated, let your site rep 
know or let me know and we will look 
into your issue. While I can't promise 
that every dispute will have the 
results you want, I will look into every 
serious issue that comes my way and 
get you answers."

Mike Coombe (BO)
Webmaster
“I’ve been the site rep from Bowman 
for 16 years; in that time I’ve seen our 
association weather many storms 
and recover stronger than before. I 
believe we can guide our union and 
work with our district through this 
crisis and negotiation season with 
knowledge, determination, and once 
again emerge a stronger more 
unified group of professional 
educators.”

EXECUTIVE BOARD - Voting Members HDTA Headquarters
2611 Bouquet Canyon Road
Suite H-2
Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
661.255.0311
info@hartdistrictteachers.org

Office Hours
9-4pm *Make an appointment 
first. 

mailto:info@hartdistrictteachers.org


SITE REPRESENTATIVES

Academy of the 
Canyons
Jason Wilhelm 
jwilhelm@hartdistrict.org

Arroyo Seco 
Junior High 
School
Thomas Van 
Dyke 
tvandyke@hartdistrict.org

Bowman High 
School
Mike Coombe 
mcoombe@hartdistrict.org

Canyon High 
School
Cesar Arevalo 
carevalo@hartdistrict.org

Canyon High 
School
Chris Jackson 
cjackson@hartdistrict.org

Castaic High 
School
Lori Hermelin 
lhermelin@hartdistrict.org

CEPA/PAR 
Center
Kristi Frame 
kframe@hartdistrict.org

Golden Valley 
High School
Michael Bunch 
mbunch@hartdistrict.org

Golden Valley 
High School
Sherry Cardenas 
scardenas@hartdistrict.org

Hart High 
School
Sam Modugno

Hart High 
School
Kathryn Smith 
kmsmith@hartdistrict.org

La Mesa Junior 
High School 
Kathy Gettman 
kgettman@hartdistrict.org

Learning Post
Don Musella 
dmusella@hartdistrict.org

Placerita Junior 
High School 
Eddie Carr 
ecarr@hartdistrict.org

Psychologists 
Eboni Shields 
eshields@hartdistrict.org

Rancho Pico 
Junior High 
School
Doug Smith 
dsmith@hartdistrict.org

Rio Norte Junior 
High School  
Stacey 
Wade-Robb 
srobb@hartdistrict.org

Saugus High 
School
Megan Botton 
mbotton@hartdistrict.org

Saugus High 
School
Marty Fricke 
mfricke@hartdistrict.org

Sequoia School
Brandy Abernethy 
babernethy@hartdistrict.org

Sierra Vista 
Junior High 
School
Skye Ostrom 
sostrom@hartdistrict.org
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SITE REPRESENTATIVES

SLPs
Kaitlin Wilson 
kwilson@hartdistrict.org

TLC/Golden Oak
Anna Bettencourt 
abettencourt@hartdistrict.org

Valencia High 
School
Stephen Whelan 
swhelan@hartdistrict.org

Valencia High 
School
Cristie Dunbar 
cdunbar@hartdistrict.org

Valencia High 
School
Maya Loch 
mloch@hartdistrict.org

West Ranch 
High School
Laura Erickson 
lerickson@hartdistrict.org

West Ranch 
High School
Kanika Mapp 
kmapp@hartdistrict.org

CTA Updates
Opposes Recall of Gov. Newsom

“It’s [the election] 
expected to cost 
California voters 
nearly $276 
million – money

Gubernatorial
Recall Election 
is September 

14, 2021

that could have been used to support 
students, schools and families. During 
the pandemic, the recall process was 
hijacked by some well-funded special 
interest groups that got an 
unprecedented three-month-extension 
to gather the required signatures.” 
To read more about CTA’s stance. 

WiSH was founded in 2011 to help 
bridge the gap in state education 
funding and provide for student 
programs in the William S. Hart Union 
High School District. We serve over 
21,000 students in grades 7 through 12. 
The SCV Music Festival returns on 
September 25 honoring the musical 
legacy of The Beatles. Tickets for this 
popular event are on sale NOW. 
Interested in volunteering for the event 
and enjoying the concert for free? 
Check it out here. 

Keeping the Classroom Going during COVID 
Upon recommendation of The Union, it’s highly advisable to 
use a digital platform such as Google Classroom for 
students to maintain an active engagement in the class.
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