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Upcoming Events 
Mar   5  World Day of Prayer - 7:30PM 
Mar   9  Regular Council Meeting - 
 St. Benedict Hall, 7:00PM  
Mar 11  Food Pantry Help, St. Mary’s, 6PM 

Mar 13  Food Pantry Help, St. Mary’s, 9AM 
Mar 23  Tom Hegna Online Retirement Webinar - 
  “Paychecks and Playchecks”, 7:30PM 
Apr   2  Good Friday 
Apr   4  Easter 
Apr   8  Food Pantry Help, St. Mary’s, 6PM 
Apr 10  Food Pantry Help, St. Mary’s, 9AM 
Apr 13  Regular Council Meeting - 7:00PM - St. Benedict 
 Super Cash Bonanza First Turn-in 
Apr 24  Cam Abbott Memorial Scholarship deadline 
Apr 25  World Day of Prayer - 7:00PM - St. Benedict’s 
Apr 30 - May 2  Measure-Up Campaign 

As We Move Forward 
     More and more people have had the opportunity to 
be vaccinated for the COVID-19 virus, with more 
likely over the coming months.  As the daily number 
of those testing positive has begun to decrease in a 
consistent rate, the decision to 
resume regular live, in-person 
meetings has been made.  Of 
course, we will continue to prac-
tice social distancing for the near 
future by meeting in the social 
hall instead of our meeting 
rooms.  Be assured that someday, 
and we hope it’s someday soon, 
we will finally meet in our new meeting rooms that we 
put so much effort into fixing up. 
     With that in mind, and with WiFi now in at St. 
Benedict’s, we will attempt to offer streaming via 
Zoom, in addition to the live meeting, for those who 
are hesitant to be out in public.  The Zoom meetings 
will coincide with the live meeting, so watch out for 
the Zoom invitation via email. 

Scholarships Available 
     Cam Abbott Memorial Scholarship 
applications are now available for those 
who qualify.  Deadline to apply is April 
24th.  Please read carefully for the crite-
ria. 
$2,000.00 College Scholarship - for 

those starting college this year (available for mem-
bers, sons/daughters of members, step-children of 
members, grandchildren of members) 
$750.00 Catholic High School Scholarships (1 for 
Central Catholic, 1 for St. Thomas Aquinas) - For the 
son/daughter of a Knight of Columbus attending ei-
ther Catholic high school in the 2021-22 school year. 
For applications, please email your request to: 
info@kofc4733.org or call 330-754-9913 

State Champion 
     Congratulations go out to Josiah Jamerson, 
from Our Lady of Peace Catholic School, for his 
submittal to this year’s “Keep Christ in Christ-
mas” poster contest.  Josiah’s poster, seen below, 
was selected as the state champion for the 5-7 yr.
-old age group.  Over 200 children from Our La-
dy of Peace participated in our council level 
competition.  Thanks to all who helped! 



 March                       April 
 

11  Tom Dacar                    4  Dan Gill 
      Lonny Lofland         6  Rusty Hummel 
18  Zach Justice       18  Tim Murphy 
      Randy Kuemerle       19  Jim Hudak 
24  Tim Spitale       22  Joe Almasy 
25  Hank Kozub             Don Boron, Jr 
29  Anthony Duerr             Bruce Nordman 
      Bill Kress        25  Josh Gargac 
               Rick Gaskell 
         26  Kevin Murphy 
         27  Jim Abbott 

Membership News 
    The long-running free online membership incen-
tive, in honor of the beatification of Blessed Fr. 
Michael McGivney, has been extended to June 
30th.  From it we gained another three new mem-
bers in the past two months. 
     We welcome to Holy Martyrs the following 
new members since our last newsletter: Randy 
Kuemerle from Canton St. Joseph Parish, who 
took his degree on Jan. 3rd, Rob Mullen from St. 
Michael the Archangel Parish, who took his degree 
on January 20th, and Gary Sanderson from St. 
Ann’s in Sebring, who took his degree on January 
30th.  Congratulations and welcome to our council.  
We hope that you will become active and have a 
fulfilling journey with us, as knights. 
     We also welcome Terrance Duerr, father of 
current members Anthony and John Paul.  Terrance 
is transferring to Holy Martyrs from Alliance 
Council #558.  Welcome! 
     As an update to our membership goals and what 
we’ve achieved so far toward our quest for a ninth 
consecutive Star Council Award, we have added 6 
new members so far this year toward our goal of 
11.  There are 4 months to go, so let’s see if we can 
achieve the goal for a 9th straight year! 

Council #4733 Officers for 2020-2021 
Chaplain: Fr. Benson Okpara 
Spiritual Advisor: Deacon Randolph Smith 
Grand Knight: Bruce Nordman - 248-705-0224 
Deputy GK: Rick Cuenot - 330-455-9366 
Chancellor: Joe Almasy - 330-488-8332 
Warden: Mark Holshu - 330-412-7499 
Recorder: Adam Film - 330-284-7837 
Treasurer: Dennis Gacioch - 860-214-9070 
Inside Guard: George Film - 330-284-4338 
Outside Guard: Larry Fernandez - 330-456-7895 
Advocate - Ted Laubacher - 330-617-2657 
Lecturer - Adam Miller - 330-412-5581 
3-year Trustee: Hank Kozub - 330-417-8898 
2-year Trustee: Rich Soltis - 330-418-3963 
1-year Trustee: Frank Kohring - 330-418-6573 
Financial Secretary- Bill Patterson - 330-437-5926 

 

World Day of Prayer 
     Join us online at 7:30PM on Friday, March 
5th for a World Day of Prayer Rosary and spiritual 
readings.  Zoom invitations will be sent via email 
for us to join together in solidarity to pray for the 
betterment of our world. 
     Join us again on Sunday, April 25th, at 
7:00PM at St. Benedict Church for another World 
Day of Prayer in which we will say the rosary and 
pray for vocations for our diocese and the Church 
in general.  Hope you can find the time to join us. 



All for Charity 
     This year’s Super Cash Bonan-
za charitable ticket drive kicked 
off on Feb. 20th with the diocesan 
ticket distribution.  Some worry 
that the COVID-19 pandemic will 
seriously hinder our ability to sell 
tickets and raise money for our 
charitable causes, but we’re ap-
proaching this as an opportunity to 
show that it’s not the case. 
     As in the past, ALL proceeds from our ticket sales will go to charity.  Prizes remain the same as last year 
and ticket donations are again $5.00 per ticket.  We will be distributing tickets to members attending our 
next meeting and mailing tickets to many others in the coming weeks.  What we are asking you to do is 
consider trying to sell them to your family and friends and buying some yourself.  Again, this is to raise 
funds for charity, and as we all know, charity is the first principle of our order. 
     Here are a few items to know.  First off, checks for ticket purchases should be made out to K of C 4733.  
The ticket campaign will be in two phases, with the first turn-in on or before Tuesday, April 13th, and the 
final turn-in on or before Tuesday, May 11th.  Our goal is to surpass 750 tickets sold.  The more we sell, 
the more of the money remains with our council to be distributed as we see fit. 
     For further information or to get additional tickets, please contact this year’s co-chairmen Mark Holshu 
(330-412-7499) or Rich Soltis (330-418-3963).  In the meantime, don’t delay.  Get out there and do your 
best to help us raise money for charity! 

 
 

Annual Awards Banquet 
     It was a shame that 
we ended up cancelling 
last year’s awards ban-
quet, after having sched-
uled and postponed it 
twice, but the conditions 
were not conducive for 
public gatherings.  With 
that in mind, we decided to plan ahead to resume 
this annual shout-out to those deserving praise. 
     First off, our very optimistic date for this year’s 
banquet is our traditional 3rd Thursday in May, 
May 20th.  Our back-up will be one month later on 
Thursday, June 17th.  For either date the location 
will be the Foltz Community Center in East Canton  
at 224 North Wood St.  Cash bar will begin at 6:30, 
the dinner at 7:00, and the awards portion at the 
conclusion of the dinner.  We will likely be going 
with a sit-down dinner this year, as opposed to the 
buffet style that we’ve had in years past. 
     The menu and prices, as well as reservation in-
formation, will be published in the May/June news-
letter.  As in the past, we will be honoring our 
scholarship winners, seminarians, Knight of the 
Year, Youth of the Year, Religious of the Year and 
more.  Stay tuned! 

Measure-Up - 2021 
      In spite of the COVID-19 virus, we were able 
to collect over $1,600.00 last year to be given to 
organizations helping citizens with developmental 
disabilities.  Although this was down from the total 
collected the year before, it was a 
great effort, especially consider-
ing our Gimme 5 collection, as 
part of members’ dues, was up to 
$576.00. 
     We will again be collecting 
this year, but there may be some 
complications.  The weekend of 
this year’s collection will be April 
30, May 1-2.  Our location will 
depend on the progress of the construction at 
Smith’s Waco Market.  We will still be collecting 
at the masses at St. Mary’s and St. Benedict’s, and 
may possibly be at St. Anthony’s. 
     Also, as mentioned before, we benefit greatly 
from your generosity when you add that $5 to your 
annual dues as part of the Gimme 5 program, so, if 
you haven’t sent your dues in, please consider it. 
     We will begin scheduling volunteers for collec-
tions in the coming weeks.  Please considering 
sharing an hour or two of your time.  It’s very re-
warding. 

 



New Supreme Knight - Patrick Kelly 
     Big news out of New Haven, Connecticut, home of the Supreme Council 
of the Knights of Columbus!  By the time you read this, Patrick E. Kelly will 
take over as the 14th Supreme Knight of our order.  He will replace Carl An-
derson, who has served as Supreme Knight since October of 2000, and will 
retire at the mandatory retirement age of 70. 
     Patrick Kelly’s election as Supreme Knight follows a distinguished career 
in the Knights of Columbus, the military and public service.  For more than 
25 years, he has a demonstrated track record of service to Church and coun-
try, which will serve him well in advancing the Knights’ mission of Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. 
     He has served as Deputy Supreme Knight since 2017.  Prior to that, he 
served as Vice President for Public Policy for 11 years, spearheading the 
Knights’ interaction with the White House, Congress and federal agencies. 
He has also served as State Deputy in the District of Columbia.  As a long-
time executive and fraternal leader of the Knights of Columbus, he has con-
sistently strengthened its record of charity, advocacy, insurance, investment and membership growth.  
     Patrick Kelly served as the first executive director of the Saint John Paul II National Shrine in Washing-
ton, D.C., and oversaw the renewal of the facility after its purchase by the Knights in 2011.  During his ten-
ure, the shrine became a leading pilgrimage site and a source of education and inspiration for Catholics 
throughout the United States and the world.  
     He served in the United States Navy for 24 years, on land and sea and on active duty and reserve status. 
As a Judge Advocate General, he specialized in international and operational law and served as the Com-
manding Officer of the international law unit at the U.S. Naval War College.  He served on the staff of the 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations and aboard the USS Guam as the Staff Judge Advocate for Amphibious 
Squadron Two.  His personal awards include three Navy Achievement Medals, five Navy Commendation 
Medals and the Meritorious Service Medal. He retired from the JAG Corps Reserve in 2016.  
     He has been the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the March for Life since 2012.  Under his leader-
ship, the March for Life has become one of the most effective pro-life organizations in the world.  He has 
also been a member of the Board of Directors of the National Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC) since 
2013.  He has helped guide the NCBC in its mission to promote respect for the dignity of each human being 
through an understanding of how the moral teachings of the Church apply in health care and life sciences.  
     Patrick Kelly holds a master’s degree in theology from the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies 
on Marriage and Family at The Catholic University of America, a law degree from Marquette University 
Law School and a bachelor’s degree in economics from Marquette University, where he joined the Knights 
of Columbus in 1983.   (Most of this is taken directly from kofc.org) 

Congratulations, 
Fr. Manning 

     We honor Fr. J. Patrick Manning as the recipient 
of our Religious of the Year Award for the 2019-
2020 fraternal year.  As mentioned previously, we 
have been presenting the awards at masses, since our 
2020 Awards Banquet was cancelled.  Fr. Manning 
left the parish for a time to be the administrator of 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Warren, when they were 
in a pinch. 
     Those who know Fr. Manning know that he is a 
great speaker, humorous storyteller, and friendly cler-
gyman who seems in his element at St. Mary/St. Ben-
edict Parish.  We are thankful for his support of our 
council and with this award, we acknowledge that. 



December Family of the Month 
     Deacon Randy Smith and his wife LeeAnn have 
helped to keep St. Mary/St. Benedict Parish in Can-
ton alive and running smoothly.  It was easy to se-
lect them as Family of the Month. 
     Deacon Smith and his wife have helped to or-
ganize the parish more efficiently and have helped 
our council to blend our efforts into the parish. 
     As you know, Deacon Randy is our council's 
Spiritual Advisor and has made an emphasis in our 
council to increase our spirituality through council 
programs.  Because of his dedication to vocations 
as the former assistant diocesan director of voca-
tions, our council is very active in supporting semi-
narians through the RSVP program and our state's 
S.O.S. program. 
     Deacon Randy’s wife, LeeAnn, often lectors and 
assists as the sacristan.  She can always be seen do-
ing Mass preparation and is well-known and well-
liked in the parish, because she's always lending a 
hand in parish events and ministries.  She serves as 
the principal of the parish Sunday school and also 
works as the parish secretary at St. Joseph Parish in 
Massillon.  They work very well together as a team 
and make it a priority to get to know their parish-
ioners and treat them like family.   

January Family of the Month 
     Rick and Eva Almasy have been heavily active 
in the church and surrounding community for many 
years. Raising a family of three, Jan (25), Zuzana 
(23) and Samuel (19), they have taught CCD clas-
ses across multiple grades over multiple years and 
influenced hundreds of young Catholics in a posi-
tive way. 
     Rick is involved in the Knights of Columbus as 
well as a member of multiple faith groups in the 
community, while Eva led the Women of Grace at 
St. Mary/St. Benedict Parish. Rick, a six-year mem-
ber of our council, serves as our council’s Faith 
chairman and has been responsible for organizing 
our rosary series, annual novena for the Immaculate 
Conception, and other church activities.  Before our 
squires circle went inactive, their son, Sam, served 
as Chief Squire.  Their oldest son, Jan, is also a 
member of our council and a veteran of the U.S. 
Air Force. 

Golden Opportunity 
     Don’t miss this golden opportunity to see this free webinar from acclaimed author Tom Hegna.  Those 
of us who saw his free webinar this past fall will attest to the quality of the information and presentation.  
Be sure to register in advance to get the link to view the live 1-hour webinar.  You won’t regret it. 
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We are all Martyrs 
    We continue our look into martyrs of the Catholic church, those for whom our council has been named.  
As previously mentioned, a martyr wasn’t necessarily a person who died for a cause, but that the word actu-
ally means “witness”.  So here goes the fifth installment of a continuing series. 

 

St. Thomas More - born in 1478 in London, Thomas More was the son of a law-
yer and judge, something that would frame his future life.  At the age of 12, Thom-
as became a household page to John Morton, the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
Lord Chancellor of England.  More studied at Oxford and later earned a law degree 
and practiced in London. 
   For a two-year period, More pursued a life change in a Carthusian monastery 
where he led a life of piety that would be a great influence on him for the remain-
der of his life.  Having returned to the secular world, More married and fathered 4 
children.  He eventually ran for a seat in Parliament where he earned a reputation 
for being honest and effective. 
     King Henry VIII became fond of More, and Thomas proceeded to hold a num-

ber of increasingly important roles in English government, rising to Lord Chancellor.  More continued to be 
an effective leader, but he ran afoul of the king when he refused to sign a letter from Henry to the Pope 
backing Henry’s divorce to the queen, Catherine of Aragon.  Because More refused to accept Henry’s an-
nulment and recognize Henry as the head of the Church of England, he was accused and convicted of trea-
son, the punishment for which was his beheading on July 6, 1535.  More’s final words were “the king’s 
good servant, but God’s first.” 
St. Thomas More’s feast day is June 22nd.  He is the patron saint of lawyers, politicians and civil servants. 


