
 

Preparing your 
home for the 
shoot is one of 
the most 
important 
elements in 
creating 
fabulous 
photos.  
Pictures draw 
buyers to a 
home and 
ensuring quality 
photographs is a 
crucial element 
in whether or 
not motivated 
buyers ask for a 
showing.  KBT 
employs a full-
time 
photographer to 
help our sellers 
present their 
home in its best 
light.   
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PREPARE 

 

PRIOR TO THE PHOTO SHOOT 
Exterior 

 Mow, rake, trim and spruce up the yard around the whole house. 
 Put trash cans, yard tools and small toys away. 
 Straighten up any lawn/deck furniture (open patio umbrella if you have one). 
 Blow off or sweep decks, porches, walkways and/or driveway. 
 Remove all cars, trucks, boats, RVs, trailers, etc. from your driveway and the front 

of the house. 
 

Interior 

 Remove all pets - put in garage, crate in garage, send to daycare, etc. 
 Remove all pet accessories - food/water bowls, beds, cat towers, and toys. 
 Hide all children/adult toys - toys games, computer gaming, etc. 
 Open the curtains and level the blinds so they are all horizontal - let the light shine 

in! 
 Clean off the counters in the bathrooms and put away all body/personal care 

products and toys in the tub/shower. This includes removing all rugs, toilet 
brushes, visible trash cans and toilet paper rolls, and lowering toilet lid down. 

 Clean off the counters in the kitchen including all spice containers, food, dishes, 
washing products/soap, paper towels, and small appliances.  As a rule, only keep 
three things on the counters.  Also, remove all rugs. 

 Take everything off of the top of the refrigerator. 
 Make all the beds and clean off nightstands and dressers. 
 Turn off all ceiling fans but keep the lights on if it is a lighted fixture. 
 If you have a walk-in closet you want to showcase, clean it up, organize clothing by 

length, organize shoes, tidy up things stored on shelves.  Thin out your closet if 
necessary to show it’s spaciousness. 

 Remove family photos. 
 Remove excess furniture - tables, chairs, ottomans, jewelry cabinets, curios, etc.  

All small or bulky items should go. 
 

Cleaning 

 Make sure all counters in the bathrooms and kitchen are clean. 
 Clean mirrors. 
 Vacuum/sweep floors. 

 

Before the Photographer Arrives – Turn Lights On Inside & Out 

 Replace any burnt out lights.  Do not use clear light bulbs in figures with clear or no 
shades (excluding chandeliers).  Clear bulbs create “weird” shadows that can’t be 
Photoshopped out.  Replace clear bulbs with frosted bulbs. 

  


