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Chastity Bridewell shops in the Be Con-
cerned lobby while she waits for her pan-
try food order to be filled. 

 23rd annual golf outing: best ever! 
   Financially. Socially. Me-
teorogically. Athletically.  
    Any way you slice it, Be 
Concerned’s 23rd annual 
Golf Outing was a hit. 
Achieving on so many lev-
els added up to the most 
successful event in the 23 
years it has been held. 
    The outing set records 
for: 
     Gross revenue, more 
than $137,000. 
     Net revenue, more 
than $106,000. 
     Number of sponsors, 
107. 
     Value of sponsorships, 
more than $75,000. 
     Golfers, with 29 teams 
on Thursday, Sept. 9 and 
33 on Friday, Sept. 10th, 
totaling 246.  
    “Unbelievable, phe-
nomenal, “ said Mike Le-
nihan, who chaired the 
outing for the 9th consec-
utive year. 

  “Every year we say it 
can’t get better and it 
does. “ 
    He was particularly 
gratified for the increase 
in sponsors and golfers.   
    The number of sponsors 
reached triple digits for 
the first time ever, with 
10 more than  
in 2020. 
    “To reach 100 was  
mind-boggling,” Lenihan 
said.  “We keep finding 
sponsors who believe in 
what we’re doing and 
how we are doing it, and 
they write that check.” 
    Many of the sponsors, 
as in years past, had con-
nections to the Be Con-
cerned Board or staff. 
    This year was the first 
time that both days of the 
outing met host Twin 
Oaks’ minimum threshold  
for closing the course to 
outside play -- 25 four-

 
 Lobby makeover means more food for shoppers 

  While Chastity Bridewell waited for her 
food orders to be filled at Be Concerned ‘s 
Covington location, she used to spend her 
time visiting with other shoppers or 
catching up on her phone. 
   But  more often than not these days, 
the Covington resident is actually shop-
ping during those intervals from a new 
food supply that has sprouted in the 
building lobby. 
    “Milk, eggs, chips, dips, Chinese food -- 
you’re going to find something you like 
there,” said Chastity, who’s depended on 
Be Concerned for food for more than two 
decades. 

     Most of the food for the lobby is do-
nated by Kroger from Fulfillment Centers 
in Union and Florence. Included have 
been gluten-free, organic and vegetable-
based snacks.  On a Wednesday morning  
last month, for example, cauliflower and 
Brussel sprouts puffs shared a shelf with 
butter nut squash pretzels. 
     “So, it’s not only more food, it’s help-
ing our people eat healthier,” said Be 
Concerned Executive Director Andy 
Brunsman.  
    A donated refrigerator in the lobby 
holds milk, eggs, prepared meals and  
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Mike Lenihan, who aced No. 17 a few hours later,  putts on No. 6 on the 
second day of the outing. 

somes.  “In just three years, Thurs-
day has grown nearly as large as Fri-
day,’ Lenihan exulted.  
    That makes the two-day format a 
no-brainer for 2022, he said. 
    Be Concerned Executive Director 
Andy Brunsman said such a positive 
result was a testimonial to the gener-

osity of the Northern Kentucky com-
munity. 
   “It’s overwhelming,” he said.  “The 
support of the community is what 
has made and continues to make our 
agency a very special place.” 
    The weather was -- again -- a huge     
Continued on Page 3 



 

    Continued from Page 1 
other items. 
   COVID-19  provided an impetus 
for transforming the lobby into an 
annex of the food room.  When the 
pandemic was declared in March  of 
2020, Be Concerned  closed its 
buildings and switched to a drive-
through model so food could be 
safely dispensed on parking lots to 
shoppers in their cars.  
     The lobby in Covington reopened 
in late summer of 2020,  but with 
reduced seating to  accommodate 
social distancing.  Into the space  
where chairs 
once sat went 
shelves. 
    Some of the 
food  now in  the 
lobby was relo-
cated from the pantry itself.  The 
entire snack section was moved, for 
example.  That created badly need-
ed extra pantry space for pasta and 
cereal, items that used to require 
nearly daily restocking. 
    Acquisition of a 20-foot box truck, 
donated by Humana, and a power-
pallet jack, donated by the Horizon 
Community Funds of Northern Ken-
tucky, positioned Be Concerned to 
make the most of the surge of food 
from the Kroger Fulfilment Centers.  
     Using the truck and the jack, 
Warehouse Director Josh Stone 
picks up multiple pallets of food 

from the centers  three mornings a 
week.   And 3 volunteers have be-
come lobby-stocking specialists to 
get donated product out quickly in 
the lobby.  “Donors want to see  
their food going home quickly with 
people who really need it,” 
Brunsman said.  
     Food from the fulfillment centers 
can amount to 7,000-9,000 lbs. a 
week, Stone said. Much of it is mis-
cellaneous items, and those now 
go straight to the lobby, freeing up 
space in the pantry proper. 
      Lobby shopping goes on  during 

pantry ses-
sions four 
days a week, 
and weekdays 
from 1 to 3 
for walk-in 

customers.  Walk-ins outside those 
hours generally are accommodat-
ed, Brunsman said.  
     “We’re giving people more ac-
cess to food with minimal ques-
tions asked,” he said. 
     Participation in Be Concerned’s 
pantries is on the rise again now 
that most pandemic relief pro-
grams have run their course. But 
Brunsman  said that shouldn’t re-
duce the amount of food custom-
ers have access to. “As long as our 
relationship with Kroger remains 
firm, I don’t expect a change in 
what we’re able to do,” he said. 

 Lobby shopping next big thing  

 at Be Concerned Covington 

 

  Josh Stone considers Judy 
Schletker a super stocker. 
    “She can clear out a mixed 
pallet (of donated goods ) in 
30 minutes,” said Stone, 
warehouse director at Be 
Concerned Covington 
    Not to mention that Judy 
is reliable, available and a 
pleasure to work with. 
    “Whenever I need some-
one to step up, she’s the one 
to call,” Stone said. 
   So Judy’s selection as Vol-
unteer of the Quarter for the 
third quarter of 2021 was a 
popular one. 
    She began helping at Be 
Concerned early in 2021, 
nearly a year after retiring 
from four decades  in nurs-
ing. “I’d gotten paid for 42 
years, I thought it was time 
to give back,” said the Villa 
Hills resident. 
    She went on-line to check  

out nonprofits 
and  found Be 
Concerned.   
“I read  your 
mission state-
ment  and 

liked it,”  Judy 
said.  
    Now she is one of 3 volun-
teers  who restock shelves in 
the Covington pantry each 
week with the tons of food 
that Stone picks up from 
Kroger’s Fulfillment Center 
in Florence. (See story, left) 
   “While I’m out on my 
routes, she helps the other 
volunteers know where to 
put things and make the 
lobby look great,” he said. 
   Judy said she likes people 
she’s met at Be Concerned, 
including those being 
helped. “They appreciate 
you all, you can see that in    
their eyes,” she said. 

Schletker  ‘quarter’ volunteer  

Judy Schlet-
ker stocks 
shelves with 
snack chips  
in the lobby  
of Be Con- 
cerned’s  
Covington  
pantry. 

  Judy 

“Donors want to see their food 
going home quickly with people 
who really need it.” 

                       -  Andy Brunsman 

   Be Concerned’s 2021 Christmas Store will 
probably be smaller than  the 2020 holiday 
program, but still have many similarities to it. 
   “We set a record last year by helping 1,600 
families,” said Executive Director Andy 
Brunsman.  “This year, I’ll be happy if we serve 
1,000.” 
    That’s because many of the families who 
participated  in 2020 have recovered from the 
pandemic and are self-sustaining again, he 
said,. 
   The emphasis in this year’s program will 
again be gifts for kids aged 0-18 of families in 
agency programs.  

    All households will receive food, cleaning 
supplies and hygiene products.  
    The Store will run from Dec. 1 through Dec. 
23 daily except for weekends. Betty’s Treasur-
ers, the Covington thrift store, will be open 
during the Christmas program, for the first 
time ever. 
    Be Concerned is seeking groups or families 
willing to do drives for the Christmas Store. 
Drives can be for food, toys, hygiene products 
or cleaning supplies. 
    To sign up or for more information about 
drives,  contact Lynda Crossan at  (859) 291-
1340 or  lynda.crossan@beconcerned.org. 

  2021 Christmas Store to be much like 2020’s 

John Jenkins straightens clothing in 
the thrift store at Be Concerned Er-
langer beneath some of the 85 new 
LED lights installed at the site  with 
a $3,611 grant from the Honorable  
Order of Kentucky Colonels. 



 

  

23rd annual outing? It was all good!  
Thanks to our  

 additional 
 Golf Outing 

 donors 
 

Amy Boland 

Bev & Jay Furnish 

Bruce Walters 

Covington Rotary 

 Club 

Dave Hellmann 

Janet Knotts 

Kathleen & Josh  

 Hughes 

Kelsey Chevrolet 

Kimmie & Michael  

 Hope/Lee J. Hicks 

Martha Hinkel 

Mary Luebbers 

Nancy Stratman 

Norma Branch 

Omega Phi Tau XI  

  Chapter 

Pam & Rick Keitz 

Susan Knotts 

Theresa & John  

  McGlone 

William B. Rice 
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plus for the outing  
   Oppressive heat 
and humidity earlier 
in the week gave 
way to cooler temps 
and a lower dew 
point by the time 
play started on 
Thursday. 
    Mornings that be-
gan  in the high 50s 
made the Twin Oaks 
lunch of soup and 
barbecue welcome 
fare for golfers and 
volunteers.  
    “We have been so 
fortunate and so 
blessed with the 
outing weather,” 
Lenihan said.  
    There was the usu-

al  smattering of dou-
ble digit, under-par  
team scores, but Le-
nihan himself record-
ed the shot of the 
outing  when he 
holed his drive on 
the 133-yard  17th. 
   “I thought I hit it 
good, but we were 
looking into the sun, 
so I couldn’t really 
see where it landed,” 
he said.  
   When he and his 
playing partners 
reached the green, 
his ball wasn’t on it.     
“I thought I had 
nuked it,” he said.    
  But as he walked by 
the hole, he looked 
in and discovered 

Lucy Cecil, who played on the top women’s team in the 
outing, hits from the No. 5 fairway on the outing’s  Day 2. 

the ball.  The ace, his second, 
came 20 years after his first.     
   Lenihan said the goal for his 
10th outing at the helm next 
year will be simple: to better 
this year’s result. 
    “So we want to have 36 

teams on each day, “ he said.  
    “If we had 100 sponsors 
this year, we want 120 next 
year. And if we cleared  
$106,000 this year, we want 
to clear $110,00 -$115,000 
next year.” 

Andrew  Anderson 

Angela & Scott  

  Faulhaber 

Aprille & Bill 

  Holocher 

Brian Rink 

Caroline  & Aaron  

  Brock 

Chick-fil-A,  Ft. Wright 

Christie & Mike Pavia 

CiCi’s Pizza 

Cincinnati Zoo 

Del Gardo’s 

Donna Salyer’s  

  Fabulous Furs 

Dormie Golf  Network 

FreeSignal TV 

Friends of Be 

   Concerned 

Paul & Cathy  

  Gottbrath 

iHeartMedia 

Karen & Kris Kleman 

The Kentucky Lottery 

Kim & Tim Franxman 

Kirk Knotts 

Megan & Rob Rinaldi 

Michele Redden- 

   Borowski & Kevin 

   Borowski 

Andy Brunsman 

Mike Lenihan 

Mike Lorenz 

Ralice Custom 

   Framing 

Sake Bomb Sushi 

Scratch: Hand-crafted  

  Bakery 

Shannon & John 

    Berry 

Shannon & Rob  

   Kurtzner 

Tom Moore 

Walt’s Hitching Post 

 Thanks to our 2021 Silent Auction donors! 

Fred Greenwood, left, with Andy 
Brunsman, received the 2021 Heart 
of Be Concerned Award. 

 
  Bethany Lutheran filling in gaps at Erlanger pantry 

Susan Klinedinst, left, and 
Suzanne Steele carry diapers 
donated by Bethany Lutheran 
Church into the Erlanger  
pantry last month. 

   One Sunday a month,  wor-
shippers at Bethany Lutheran 
Church  in Erlanger participate 
in a special collection. 
    But it’s goods, not money, 
that are gathered, and  they are 
to benefit people who in most 
cases have never set food in the 
church. 
    Paper products, after-school 
snacks for kids and diapers all 
were donated this summer to 
Be Concerned’s Erlanger loca-
tion,  which distributed them to 
the nearly 300 families current-

ly in the agency's pantry there.  
    What the church collects de-
pends on Be Concerned’s needs 
at the moment. 
   “It’s a neat opportunity for us 
to feel like part of the commu-
nity and be in service to the 
Lord,” said Pastor Mark Etter. 
   Although his congregation is 
small, it has a tradition of com-
munity outreach, Etter said. 
    When the church decided it 
wanted to get into a food pro-
gram,  member Susan Kline-
dinst suggested  Be Concerned 

Erlanger, where she had volun-
teered when United Ministries 
ran a program there. 
   Response from his congrega-
tion has been very good, filling 
a van each month, Etter said. 
    Erlanger Site Director Dave 
Laake  said Bethany “under-
stands the challenges we 
face and are happy to help us 
serve the community that they 
are part of.” 
     Bethany hopes to continue 
the partnership for the next 
couple of years, Etter said. 

 

Coming in November... 

 

Betty’s  
Treasures 

Open on the first 
  Saturday 

 of each month 
Noon to 3.  

Tell all your friends! 



 

 
 
 

NON PROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
COVINGTON, KY 

    PERMIT NO. 135 

Return Service Requested 

1100 Pike St. 

Covington, KY  41011 

4,377 people have received food from Be 
Concerned this year. On behalf of every one  
of them, we thank our golf outing sponsors. 

Hole Sponsors 
Anthem 
Atlantic Foods 
Bailey & Company  
   Benefits Group 
Barb & Andy  
  VonLehman 
Barry Applegate, DMD 
Bonnie & Al Kovacic 
Broadview Financial  
   Advisors 
Business Benefits  
   Insurance Solutions 
Catholic Order of  
   Foresters, Mark  
   Connaughton 
Celebrate Financial  
   Planning 
Comfort Dentistry 
Covington Mayor 
   Joe Meyer 
Creative Photography 
Cummings Dentistry,  
 Dr. Michael Cummings 
DeeDee Kaiser 
Edgewood Dental Care, 
   Dr. Kevin McMahon  
Edward Jones,  
   J. Bryce Calvert 
Emily and Carl Stamm 
Fidant Wealth Part- 
 ners,  Timothy Koester 
First Financial Bank 
Flagship Communities 
Fuller Ford 
Friend of Be Concerned 

Friends of Be  
  Concerned 
Herb & Thelma’s  
  Tavern 
Heritage Bank 
In memory of 
Charlie &  
   Betty Zimmer 
In memory of  
  Jamie Gottbrath 
In memory of  
  Mary Nagle 
Jackson Florist 
Joy and Michael  
  Zimmer 
Julie’s Inspiration 
  Consignment 
  Shoppe 
Kenton Game &  
  Fish Association 
Kristi & Mark  
  Jennings 
KW Mechanical 
Lenihan & Hoffer 
   Dental 
Lois & Ross  
  McHenry 
Marilyn & Paul 
   Janson 
Mary Ellen &  
  Steve Elsbernd 
Mickey Tibbs 
Ruth & Ed Molloy 
Smith Muffler 
  & Brakes 
Quinn Electric 

Middendorf  
  Funeral Home,  
  Fort Wright 
Missy & Rob   
  Hudson 
OrthoCincy 
  Orthopaedics & 
  Sports Medicine  
Raverty Family  
  Fund  
Reality Tuesday  
  Café 
Remy Byrley &  
  Lincoln Guffey 
Riegler Blacktop 
Roeding Insurance 
Rumpke 
Mike & Ruthie  
  Brunsman 
Schneller Knoch- 
  elmann Plumbing  
  Heating & Air 
Brokaw Family 
Bruton Family 
Hiltibrand Family 
Neace Family 
TJ Johnson  
   Insurance 
Tri-State  
   Gastroenterology 
VR Transportation 
Viox & Viox 
Wolnitzek &  
  Rowekamp 
WS Brohier &  
   Associates 

Presenting Sponsor 
  ZoomEssence 

Gold Sponsor 
   Guthrie’s 
Dinner Sponsor 
   Friends of Be Concerned 
Silver Sponsors 
   UPS Foundation, St. Agnes  
Parish, St. Elizabeth  
Healthcare 
Silent Auction Sponsors 
   Connie & Mike Lenihan 
   Rudler PSC 
Breakfast Sponsor 
   Pauline & Norb Baumann 
Lunch Sponsor Donna &  
 Mike Downing, KLH Engnrs. 
  Drink Sponsor 
  Boone Ready Mix 
Print Sponsor 
  Nancy Rowles 
Sign Sponsor 
  Fastsigns No. Ky. Florence 
Bourbon Sponsor 
   The Greenwood & 
    Gottbrath Families  
Technology Sponsors 
   Crossan & Knotts Family, 
    Gina & Todd Ryan 
Carts/Gifts Sponsors: 
   Srs. Of Charity, Messer 
 Construction, Aristech Surfaces, Payroll Partners 

Bronze Sponsors  
Balluff Inc. 
Becky & Larry Catlett 
Bishop Roger J. Foys 
Bray Ventures, LLC 
Connie Lenihan & Family 
Coppage Construction 
David W. Suetholz, MD 
Diocese of Covington  
Directions Research 
Jim Bradley 
Jolly Cleaning &  
  Restoration  
Kraft Electric 
Monica & Nick Lowry 
Mount St. Joseph U. 
O’Bryon’s Bar & Grill—   
  In Memory of   
  Jeremy Bowman 
Pediatrics of Florence 
Rizzo Bros. Inc. 
RSVP PHS 
 Tapke, Tapke Dammel  
  Group at  Baird 
Tony Works 
Stock Yards Bank &  
   Trust 
Villa Hills Yahtzee Club 
WesBanco 
Wiseway Design Showroom 


