
 

Minutes – Delburn Wind Farm Community and Stakeholder 

Consultative Committee Meeting 4 
28/06/2021 

Boolarra Multipurpose Building 

4:30-6:45pm 

Attendees:  

• Anthony Boxshall (Chair)  

• Graeme Wilson (Delburn)  

• Heather Butler (Mirboo North)  

• Chris Milne (Boolarra) 

• Trevor Hoare (SSF) 

• Wendy Farmer (Voices of the Valley)  

• Lorraine Bull (GCCN)  

• Peter Mooney (GTLC)  

• Ruth Ryan (HVP)  

• Hugh Thompson (HVP) 

• Elizabeth Radcliffe (OSMI) 

• Ruth Harper (Secretariat)  

• Stacey Clark (Observer, EPA) 

• Rob Waycott (Observer, Mirboo North 

Times) 

Apologies: Tony Wolfe (Coal Industry worker), Charlie Solomon (GLaWAC), Rhain Bateman 

(WGCMA), Mike Timpano (LVA), Tomas Mabin (Driffield). 

Minutes 

Agenda Item 1: Welcomes, aims for tonight  

The Chair opened the meeting by acknowledging the traditional owners of the lands that we were 

meeting on, the Gunaikurnai, and paid his respects to their elders past, present and emerging. 

The Chair revisited his expectations in relation to interactions within the committee requesting: 

• Constructive frankness,  

• Respect,  

• Confidence and humility, and 

• Representative perspective 

The Chair reviewed the purpose of the meeting – to revisit Conflict of Interest and to learn more 

about fire risk and management.   

There was an update of the planning process from OSMI. It was noted that the referral should be 

going out to stakeholders soon, and that it was likely that OSMI would be required to send formal 

notification out to every dwelling within 5 kms of the project boundary (as well as publish notices in 

the local press).  

Agenda item 2: Introduction, Observers and Conflicts of Interest 

The Chair welcomed all participants and introduced Ruth Ryan (HVP - presenter) and Rob Waycott 

(Mirboo North Times - observer).   



 

A potential conflict of interest was declared. Wendy Farmer announced that she has accepted a role 

as the Friends of the Earth Yes to Renewables Gippsland campaigner. This is a paid position.  Given 

that Wendy has been public about her support of renewable energy in the past, but still believes it 

needs to be developed in a safe and fair way, the Committee was of a consensus that the position 

won’t impact Wendy’s position on the Committee. The Conflicts of Interest register on the OSMI 

website will be updated to reflect this. This will be revisited at each meeting.  

Agenda item 3: Review of Actions arising from last meeting 

Committee members were asked if they had any additional questions to add to the FAQs list. It was 

suggested that one of the FAQs directly address whether or not the Strzelecki koala will be impacted 

by the project.  

 

The concept of the storm and flood recovery fund was discussed. Initially, it was suggested that the 

funds be donated to one of the existing aid organisations such as Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund, 

Need 4 Feed or Blaze Aid. The conversation then moved towards contributing towards developing the 

community’s ability to respond to emergency events on the future, in particular to extended black 

outs. There were some ideas shared around providing equipment to community centres, which then 

extended to building the capacity of community buildings to provide a power source during black outs, 

thus providing community members with a place to heat water for baby formula, keep warm, have a 

hot shower and a meal. This could be achieved by installing solar panels with a battery, or adding a 

battery to existing solar systems, with or without a back-up generator. Committee members were 

asked to reflect more on the question over the next month. 

 

Agenda item 4: Conflict of Interest 

 
The Chair noted that there will be two phases of the Committee.  

 

In the initial phase, which is primarily about information sharing, during which there will be very limited 

decision making required of the Committee. In this phase, there are unlikely to be any genuine 

conflicts of interest.  

 

The second phase will be when there are decisions made around the community benefits program.  

During that phase, the potential for financial gain by individuals or groups within which people may be 

members exists.  This will require anyone who has an interest in an organisation that has the potential 

to benefit from this program to declare their interest so that it may be appropriately managed.  

 

It was noted that expressing a public opinion for or against this or any wind farm is not a conflict of 

interest. In fact, sharing different views is important to a group such as the Committee.  

 

While noting that they were written for people in roles as Directors, the Chair shared two documents 

outlining the different types and definitions of conflict of interest as a useful and more concrete way to 

understand conflicts of interest. One is by DELWP and is used for appointments to Boards. The other 

is a discussion by the Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD) about managing conflicts of 

interest. Both are linked here (DELWP, AICD). The difference between potential, perceived and actual 

conflicts was discussed, as well as pecuniary verses non-pecuniary conflicts.   

A number of different hypothetical scenarios were discussed.  The Committee shared a view that 

conflict of interests will only really arise for the CSCC when someone (or their direct relative or group 

https://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/46602/2015-COI-01-MP-MAJOR-48.20.pdf
https://aicd.companydirectors.com.au/membership/company-director-magazine/2017-back-editions/august/managing-conflicts-of-interest


 

they represent) is set to benefit financially from the project. The Chair noted that transparency and 

sunlight are the best disinfectant for conflicts of interest.   

Agenda item 5: Fire Risk and Management  

Before the presentations began, the Chair acknowledged the existing fire trauma in the area and 

discussed emergency response and preparedness. He noted that that Emergency Management 

Victoria explains that everyone has a personal responsibility to ensure they are adequately prepared 

to contribute to their own safety, and that responders take an “all emergencies, all agencies” 

approach to joint emergency response.  

 

The HVP presentation discussed HVP core business, the fundamental need to protect assets (i.e., the 

timber), and the overall approach to fire prevention and response. HVP outlined the capability and 

processes in place regardless of the proposed wind farm.  

 

The OSMI presentation went on to discuss in detail the existing fire risk at the project site, how the 

proposed wind farm would change that fire risk, what mitigations are being proposed to manage that 

risk, and what is proposed to enhance detection and response capabilities in the area. A range of 

preventative measures that would be implemented to reduce any potential risks associated with the 

project were also explained. From discussion after the presentation, it was agreed that the biggest 

community fear around fire and the wind farm is that the turbines will prevent aerial firefighting. 

While this is not the case and the proposed distances between wind farm towers are at least twice 

that recommended by the recent CFA guidance for wind farms, it was noted that until the 

community have a lived experience of this, it will likely remain the perception.   

 

Wrap Up 

A decision regarding the date and topic for the next meeting will be made when there is more 

certainty around the planning process timing.   

Next meeting 

To be determined. 

Actions arising: 

• OSMI to updated conflict of interest register on website 

• Committee members to consult widely with their networks and suggest potential projects 

that may benefit from support from the Storm and Flood recovery Fund 

 

Rolling Actions 

 

- All committee members to communicate widely about the CSCC seeking further members 

particularly from communities local to the planned wind farm, highlighting the desire for a 

diversity of opinions.  

file:///C:/Users/Ruth%20Harper/Downloads/CFAGuidelinesforRenewableEnergyInstallationsv2.pdf


 

- Committee members to send ideas about topics you would like covered at future Committee 

meetings to cscc@delburnwindfarm.com.au.  There is no limit on the number of items a 

committee member can nominated.  

- All committee members to review the Managing Conflict of Interest information online site  

https://osmi.com.au/consultative-committee and advise the Chair of any potential, 

perceived or actual conflicts of interest that before the next meeting.  

mailto:cscc@delburnwindfarm.com.au
https://osmi.com.au/consultative-committee/

