
Reading 

EYFS
Year 

1

Year 
3

Year 
7

EYFS
Say a sound for each 
letter in the alphabet & at 
least 10 digraphs.
 • Read words consistent 
with their phonic 
knowledge by 
sound-blending. 
• Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that 
are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, 
including some common 
exception words.

 

Year 
2

Year 
6

Year 
5

Year 
4

Year 1
●Read words with contractions & understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s)
●Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been taught.
●Read common exception words noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and 

where these occur in the word.
●Read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs

Word Reading

Year 2
●Reads words with common suffixes & most common exception 

words, based on what has been taught.
●Applies phonic knowledge & skills consistently to decode age 

appropriate texts quickly and accurately.
●When reading aloud, sounds out unfamiliar words accurately 

without undue hesitation, & reads with confidence and fluency.

Year 4
●Apply their growing knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) 
as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning of new words 
they meet.

●Can read vast majority if not all  of the Year3/4 
common exception words list

Year 3
Can read aloud with intonation & expression  
taking into account a higher standard 
punctuation including …( ) – 

●Can read approximately half of the  Year 3/4 
common exception words list (50 words+))

●Apply their growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes (as listed in English 
Appendix 1), both to read aloud & to understand 
the meaning of new words they meet.

Year 5
●Demonstrates appropriate intonation, tone 

and volume when reading aloud text, plays 
and reciting poetry, to make the meaning 
clear to the audience.

●Determines the meaning of new words by 
applying knowledge of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes (etymology and morphology) 
as listed in English Appendix 1. 

●Can read approximately half of common 
exception words list (50 words approx)

●Can understand and explain the function of 
sophisticated punctuation  : ; -

Year 6
●Determines the meaning of new words by applying 

knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology 
and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1. 

●Can read vast majority if not all of the Year 5/6 common 
exception words list 

Year 7
Pupils should be taught to:  develop an appreciation and love of reading, and read increasingly challenging material independently through:  reading a 
wide range of fiction and non-fiction, including in particular whole books, short stories, poems and plays with a wide coverage of genres, historical 
periods, forms and authors. The range will include high-quality works from: • English literature, both pre-1914 and contemporary, including prose, poetry 
and drama • Shakespeare (two plays) • seminal world literature  choosing and reading books independently for challenge, interest and enjoyment.  
re-reading books encountered earlier to increase familiarity with them and provide a basis for making comparisons.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQAnqiSTL1btHEcoQKuIpSKvqvSyMO17/edit#bookmark=id.30j0zll
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQAnqiSTL1btHEcoQKuIpSKvqvSyMO17/edit#bookmark=id.30j0zll
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQAnqiSTL1btHEcoQKuIpSKvqvSyMO17/edit#bookmark=id.30j0zll
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQAnqiSTL1btHEcoQKuIpSKvqvSyMO17/edit#bookmark=id.30j0zll
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQAnqiSTL1btHEcoQKuIpSKvqvSyMO17/edit#bookmark=id.30j0zll


Reading 

EYFS Year 
1

Year 
3

Year 
7

EYFS
Demonstrate understanding of what has been 
read to them by retelling stories & narratives 
using their own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary. 
•Anticipate key events in stories.
 •Use & understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions about stories, 
nonfiction, rhymes & poems & during role play.

 

Year 
2

Year 
6

Year 
5

Year 
4

Year 1
●Consider the particular characteristics of what they read and hear read 
●Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 
●Corrects inaccurate reading when prompted.
●Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.
●Can read aloud & is beginning to use expression to show awareness of punctuation 
●Can answer simple questions/find information in response to a direct literal question.
●Contributes to discussion, expressing opinion about main events & characters  

Comprehension

Year 2
●Recognises & understands the different structures of non-fiction books that have been introduced
●Identifies sequences of events in texts & offers simple explanations of how items of information relate to one another. 
●Can discuss the characteristics/action of the characters within a story.
●Constructs meaning whilst reading independently, self -correcting where the sense of the text is lost.
●Make inferences on the basis of what has been read.
●Makes predictions on the basis of what has been read so far, using a range of clues 
●Can provide simple explanations about events or information e.g., why a character acted in a particular way
●Demonstrates understanding of what is read independently,/ listened, by drawing on knowledge & information & vocab. 
●Can compare similarities and differences between texts/books in terms of characters, settings and themes..

Year 4
●Identify how language, structure & presentation contribute to meaning.
●Compare how the structure of different stories to discover how they differ in pace, build up, sequence, conflict & resolution 
●Can compare & talk about the structures & features of a range of non-fiction texts. 
●Can identify the ways in which paragraphs are linked 
●Increase familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths & legends & retelling some of these orally
●Identify themes & conventions in a wide range of books.
●Check tte text makes sense to them, discuss their understanding & explain the meaning of words in context
●Ask questions to improve their understanding of a text.
●Identify main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph & summarise these
●Participate in discussion about books that are read to them &  those they can read for 

   themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.
●Can identify & discuss the various features of fiction 
●Can use inference & deduction skills to discuss messages, moods, feelings & attitudes                                                        using 

clues from the texts
●.understand how figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification) creates                                                              

images for the reader.

Year 3
●Predict what might happen from 
●details stated & implied
●Read texts that are structured in different ways for a 

range of purposes.
●Understand that different kinds of sentences can 

affect the meaning (short for impact or to create 
pace)

●Can use knowledge of the alphabet to locate words 
in a dictionary using first 2 or 3 letters.

●Is beginning to read between the lines to interpret 
meaning and/or explain what characters are 
thinking/feeling & their actions.

●Is able to quote directly from the text to support 
thoughts. 

●Can locate information by skimming and scanning 
●Can use text to retrieval of information or ideas from 

texts 
●Can discuss reasons for action and events based 

on evidence in the text.
●Can discuss how characters are built from small 

details.
●Can recognise how a character is presented in 

different ways & respond to this, with reference to 
the text.

●When prompted can justify and elaborate on 
opinions and predictions referring back to the text 
for evidence.

Year 5
Draws inferences e.g. inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts & motives from their actions, & justify inferences 
with evidence.

●Identify & discuss explicit & implicit points of view in some     
texts at an appropriate level

●Can comment on the quality & usefulness of a range of 
texts & explain clearly to others.

●Can infer messages, moods, feelings & attitudes across a 
text 

●Can comment on the success of texts in provoking 
particular responses 

●Can understand why a traditional tale, picture book or 
classic novel may have retained its lasting appeal or 
popularity across generations

●Can recognise which character the writer wants the reader        
to like or dislike and the techniques used to achieve this. 

●Can sometimes recognise the use of irony & comment on        
the writer’s intention  

●Can explore texts to support & justify predictions & opinions           
●Can identify the purpose, audience & organisation of                  

different texts & evaluate the success of each of these  
elements. 

●Can discuss the message a text has about our society, a 
particular culture or traditions from the past. 

Year 6
●Draws on contextual evidence                                                                                                                                                                                

to make sense of what is read,                                                                                                                                                                       
& participates in discussion to                                                                                                                                                                                                        
explore words with diff. meanings.

●Identifies themes & conventions                                                                                                                                                                           
demonstrating, through discussion &                                                                                                                                                                                   
comment, understanding of their use in &                                                                                                                                                                   
across a wide range of writing

●Has learnt a wide range of poetry by heart.
●Identifies key details that support main ideas, & uses them to summarise content drawn from more than one 

paragraph, from different viewpoints & across a range of texts.
●Explains how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning & effect of a text.
●Comments on how language, including figurative language & irony, is used to contribute to meaning
●Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations & debates, 

maintaining a focus on the topic & using notes where necessary.
●Can use quotations & text references to support ideas and arguments.
●Can combine information from different sources to produce meaningful information.
●Can identify the different layers of meaning in the text. 
●Can identify the language associated with different viewpoints & how this can affect the meaning 
●Can comment on how inferences can be different depending on the experiences of the reader

Year 7
understand increasingly challenging texts through:  learning new vocabulary, relating it explicitly to known vocabulary & 
understanding it with the help of context and dictionaries  making inferences & referring to evidence in the text  knowing the 
purpose, audience for & context of the writing and drawing on this knowledge to support comprehension  checking their 
understanding to make sure that what they have read makes sense.
read critically through:  knowing how language, including figurative language, vocabulary choice, grammar, text structure & 
organisational features, presents meaning  recognising a range of poetic conventions & understanding how these have 
been used  studying setting, plot, & characterisation, & the effects of these  understanding how the work of dramatists is 
communicated effectively through performance & how alternative staging allows for different interpretations of a play  
making critical comparisons across texts  studying a range of authors, including at least two authors in depth each year.



Book Led Literacy

Year 
3

EYFS

Year 
4

Approach (Cycle A) Year 1&2

Year 3&4

Year 5&6 Year 7
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