
Living in Love and Faith 

Ordinand Kirsty’s review 

Living in Love and Faith (LLF) is a set of resources produced in response to some disagreements within 

the Church of England about same-sex relationships and the Christian understanding of marriage. This 

year, all Christians in the Church of England are invited to engage with the ‘Living in Love and Faith’ 

learning resources, to help us discern God’s will on the issues of ‘identity, sexuality, relationships and 

marriage.’ This time of discernment for all within the Church of England, will aid the House of Bishops 

2022 proposal to the Church of England’s general synod.  

Put simply, in the very near future, the Church of England may change its teaching on many LGBT+ 

issues, and the church is appealing to all Christians to engage in the discernment process.  

 

 

Introduction and Review booklet:  

‘A concise introduction and review’ booklet written by Martin Davie (Theological consultant to the 

Church of England Evangelical Council and Oxford Centre for religion and public life) briefly summaries 

the LLF resources available and the topics which are addressed. It is a short and accessible read and 

gives a good overview of the LLF project, including commenting on the potential strengths and 

weaknesses of the resources.  

As it says in the title, it is an introduction and review to LLF and a good place to start.  

Living in Love & Faith ‘The Course’ Booklet:  

The booklet begins with the course commitments:  

In our learning and meeting together we commit to: holding each other before God in prayer; praying 

for the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit in all our conversations; learning together from 

Scripture and from each other; enabling everyone to speak; making space for those whose voices have 

not yet been heard to contribute – but without putting people on the spot if they don’t wish to speak; 

avoiding interrupting each other, instead acknowledging what others say before moving on to have our 

say; keeping confidential anything personal that is shared; taking care about how we speak about others 



who are not in the room; looking out for and being sensitive to people’s feelings; giving each other time 

to reflect before sharing with others; taking time out as a group from time to time, offering one another 

the opportunity to say if there is anything in the discussion they have found difficult but haven’t been 

able to express; learning together how we can live more fully in the way of Christ.  

The 5 sessions are titled: Learning Together, Identity, Relationships, Sex and Life Together.  Each session 

includes an opening prayer, scripture, reflections, teachings, discussion points, closing prayers, 

reflection points and information for additional resources; specifically, films to watch, podcasts to listen 

to and chapters to read in the LLF book.    

The LLF course is made up of 5 sessions, which will be delivered in person across the country. The 

Kingston Deanery Course will be held at St Mark’s Chruch (Surbiton, KT6 4LS) upon the 16th September, 

29th September, 6th October, 20th October and the 3rd November.   

This booklet is particulalry helpful because it guides you to which podcasts and videos you should watch 

to accompany each topic. It will also be a helpful guide to those who attend the in-person to courses. 

The Living in Love and Faith book:  

With forewords from the Archbishops of Cantebury and York, this book provides deep, detailed and 

different responses to the topics of identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. Chapters on science, 

statistics and the church today, are informative and thought provoking. Other chapters include: gifts 

from God, where we are in God’s story, hearing God and learning from each other. Through the book, 

scripture is shared, historical context provided and differing views acknowledged.     

This is the study book for the LLF discernment and anyone wanting to delve into the details of this topic 

will find this an interesting read which collates a range of scripture and teachings into one book. It 

encourages self-reflection and continuation to seek God ‘s truth in your learning. 

LLF Podcast: 

Available on a number of platforms in addition to the ‘hub’ online, the podcast includes 16 

conversations between members of the LLF team. Discussing topics on which they often hold differing 

views, the contributors model the course commitments and respectfully listen to each other while they 

may express differering opinions.   

If you would rather engage with the LLF by listening rather than reading, this is for you.  

LLF Films:  

In the 16 short story films, we encounter different people who seek to follow Jesus. Through sharing 

their stories, we meet people that make up our wonderful and diverse Church.  

To see past LLF as a purely academic exercise, I recommend watching these 5 minute videos; in the hope 

that our love and understanding of others grows.  

The Hub: 

  All the resources to engage with the course are avaible for free, online at: 

 https://llf.churchofengland.org/course/view.php?id=7  

https://llf.churchofengland.org/course/view.php?id=7


The LLF hub is user friendly although you are required to set up a user name and password. In addition 

to the materials already mentioned, there is an extensive online library of books, essays and articles. 

Your Response:  

Finally, we are all asked to respond. This can be done creatively by submitting photographs of you, your 

group, your loved ones or craft projects such as paintings, baking, knitting etc. Alternatively or 

additionally, you can complete a survery.  

This is an opportunity for every individual to share confidentially how they have found the learning 

experience and share their own thoughts on how they would like the Church of England to respond.  

Kirsty’s thoughts:  

Identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage have existed for all time, for all peoples and will continue 

to do so. As Christians we seek to help build God’s kingdom here on earth and therefore look to God in 

scripture and prayer to guide us to a life which is pleasing to him. Upon these matters, the Church has 

responded differently over time. The ‘Learning in Love and Faith’ project is an opportunity to discern how 

God’s Church should respond to these issues in our time. 


