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Abstract 

Linguistics is considered the hardest topic for Iraqi students in the 

departments of English. Students complain about the complexity of this field 

of study and about the difficulty they face in understanding the subject since 

it is almost all theoretical. In the current study, I suggest a simplified graphic 

encyclopedia of linguistics in Arabic to be a supplementary booklet that 

helps students comprehend the concepts of this field of study.   

Keywords: linguistics, complexity, theoretical, graphic, supplementary, 

visual learning. 

Introduction  

Personal Breakthrough 

My journey as an EFL instructor, a linguist, and a curriculum designer 

has deeply impacted my professional development and my identity. I have 

practiced teaching English as a foreign language, Arabic as a foreign 

language, and many other content related topics in linguistics for university 

students in the United States and in Iraqi departments of English. My 

experience has revealed how different is teaching ‘linguistics’ from other 

topics, and how many challenges teachers and students face when 

teaching/learning this subject. 

The overall learning goal of my suggestive Arabic graphic 

encyclopedia of linguistics is to assist 4
th

 stage Iraqi students in the 

departments of English to understand the main concepts of ‘linguistics’ and 

the development of this field. It also aims at enabling students to apply this 

knowledge and find out the connection of linguistics to their future careers. 

Challenges Facing Instructors of ‘Linguistics’  
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Lack of training 

The first challenge facing instructors of ‘linguistics’ in Iraqi 

departments of English is the lack of training. Teachers have their practical 

preoccupation, but linguists have their own proper research and theoretical 

concerns (Maley, 2009: p.189). Most Iraqi instructors, when commenced 

teaching ‘linguistics’, start to imitate the lecture-based methodology of their 

professors. I did that myself when I first started my career as an instructor 

because I neither had a mentor to guide me nor a training to teach based on 

new trends of teaching. Imitation in the early stage of teaching occurs 

unconsciously through the so called ‘apprenticeship of observation’ (Lortie, 

1975). 

Departments of English in Iraq are full of professors who have good 

knowledge of linguistics but with no good skills to teach the topic. I believe 

most Iraqi instructors of linguistics still need to understand how to make the 

subject more accessible and more teachable (Stanley & Murray, 2013). 

Linguistics is believed to be a difficult field of study. This negative 

perspective has been confirmed in language teacher education (Bartels, 

2005). Iraqi 4rth stage students in the departments of English usually find 

linguistics too theoretical, too focused on research, not related to their future 

profession, and too boring (Arellano, 2019). All these beliefs require 

attention in newly designed training programs to teach linguistics. 

The purpose of this study is to present a suggestive complementary 

graphic encyclopedia to help Iraqi 4
th
 stage college students in the Iraqi 

departments of English understand the concepts of linguistics. They study 

provides part of the encyclopedia due to the limited number of pages 

required for research papers in scientific journals.    

Objective of the Suggestive Encyclopedia 

1- Students should be able to recognize the basic concepts and 

terminology of linguistics. 

2- Students should be able to track the historical developments of 

linguistics. 
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General Plan 

The table below explains the general plan and time frame for teaching 

linguistics in the school year (Iraqi school calendar in the departments of 

English is annual). The suggestive encyclopedia supports the content of this 

plan by providing visual material to help students absorb all the information.  

Table 1 General Plan 

Week No.  Instructional Strategy Details 

Week 1-3 

1- Students will be able to 

identify schools of 

linguistics. 

2- Students should be able to 

recognize ‘Traditional 

Grammar’. 

- The instructor explains the steps of 

the development of linguistic 

studies. 

- The instructor introduces the 

concepts of linguistics. 

- The instructor introduces 

‘Traditional Grammar’. 

- The instructor explains the short 

comings of ‘Traditional Grammar’. 

Week 4-6 

Students should understand 

Behaviorism. 

- The instructor explains 

Behaviorism. 

- The instructor introduces the 

concepts of Behaviorism. 

- The instructor explains how  

Behaviorism can be applied in 

students’ future career. 

Week 7-9 

Students should understand 

structural linguistics 

- The instructor explains 

structuralism. 

- The instructor introduces the 

concepts of structural linguistics. 

- The instructor explains how 

structuralism can be applied in 
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students’ future career. 

Week 10-12 

Students should understand 

Transformational Generative 

Linguistics. 

- The instructor explains 

Transformational Generative 

Linguistics. 

- The instructor introduces the 

concepts of Transformational 

Generative Linguistics. 

- The instructor explains how 

Transformational Generative 

Linguistics can be applied in 

students’ future career. 

Week 13-17 

1- Students should be able to 

recognize the 

developments of ‘historical 

linguistics’. 

2- Students should understand 

language families. 

- The instructor explains historical 

linguistics. 

- The instructor explains the 

contribution of historical 

linguistics to the field of 

linguistics. 

- The instructor explains language 

families. 

- The instructor explains language 

change. 

- The instructor explains the 

development of English language. 

Week 18-20 

Students should understand the 

‘comparative method’ as a way of 

explaining the construction of 

language and the development of 

linguistic theories. 

- The instructor explains the steps of 

the ‘comparative method’ 

- The instructor explains Grimm’s 

laws and Verner’s laws. 

Week 21-25 Students should understand the - The instructor explains theories of 

language acquisition. 
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Supplementary Graphic Encyclopedia 

This section includes the first part of the suggestive graphic 

encyclopedia. Graphics and their explanation are presented as they appeared 

in the encyclopedia. 

process of language acquisition. 

Week 26-28 

Students should understand 

Chomsky’s universal grammar and 

LAD. 

- The instructor explains UG and 

LAD in terms of language 

acquisition. 

Week 29-30 

Students should understand 

analogy, barrowing. 

- The instructor explains analogy 

and barrowing in terms of language 

acquisition. 
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